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The social effects of this period were considerable. They took mainly the form of the displacement of classes.
As already noted, there was a general disturbance in Bengal caused by the permanent settlement, whereby the
lesser landholders were reduced to the condition ofâ€¦ History and usage of the term The term class first came
into wide use in the early 19th century, replacing such terms as rank and order as descriptions of the major
hierarchical groupings in society. This usage reflected changes in the structure of western European societies
after the industrial and political revolutions of the late 18th century. Feudal distinctions of rank were declining
in importance, and the new social groups that were developingâ€”the commercial and industrial capitalists and
the urban working class in the new factoriesâ€”were defined mainly in economic terms, either by the
ownership of capital or, conversely, by dependence on wages. Although the term class has been applied to
social groups in a wide range of societies, including ancient city-states , early empires , and caste or feudal
societies, it is most usefully confined to the social divisions in modern societies, particularly industrialized
ones. Social classes must be distinguished from status groups; the former are based primarily upon economic
interests, while the latter are constituted by evaluations of the honour or prestige of an occupation, cultural
position, or family descent. Early theories of class Theories of social class were fully elaborated only in the
19th century as the modern social sciences , especially sociology , developed. The relations between the
classes are antagonistic because they are in conflict over the appropriation of what is produced, and in certain
periods, when the mode of production itself is changing as a result of developments in technology and in the
utilization of labour, such conflicts become extreme and a new class challenges the dominance of the existing
rulers of society. The dominant class, according to Marx, controls not only material production but also the
production of ideas; it thus establishes a particular cultural style and a dominant political doctrine, and its
control over society is consolidated in a particular type of political system. Rising classes that gain strength
and influence as a result of changes in the mode of production generate political doctrines and movements in
opposition to the ruling class. Contemporary theories of class Subsequent theories of class have been chiefly
concerned with revising, refuting, or providing an alternative to Marxism. Early in the 20th century, German
sociologist Max Weber questioned the importance of social classes in the political development of modern
societies, pointing out that religious mores, nationalism , and other factors played significant roles. Weber
proposed limiting the concept of class to impersonal income distinctions between groups, thereby
distinguishing class from social status , collectivities, or political hierarchies. But the Marxian emphasis on the
importance of class conflictâ€”i. Many opponents of Marxist theory have focused attention on the functional
interdependence of different classes and their harmonious collaboration with each other. And indeed, by the
midth century, it seemed undeniable that the classes in capitalist societies had tended to lose some of their
distinctive character, and the antagonism between them had declined to such an extent that in most
economically advanced countries it no longer produced serious political conflict. That trend seemed to have
been arrested by the early 21st century, however, as growing inequality of wealth and income became a major
political issue in some advanced countries, particularly the United States. Sociologists generally posit three
classes: The upper class in modern capitalist societies is often distinguished by the possession of largely
inherited wealth. The ownership of large amounts of property and the income derived from it confer many
advantages upon the members of the upper class. They are able to develop a distinctive style of life based on
extensive cultural pursuits and leisure activities, to exert a considerable influence on economic policy and
political decisions, and to procure for their children a superior education and economic opportunities that help
to perpetuate family wealth. Historically, the principal contrast with the upper class in industrial societies was
provided by the working class, which traditionally consisted of manual workers in the extractive and
manufacturing industries. There are considerable differences within the working class, however, and a useful
distinction exists between skilled, semiskilled, and unskilled workers that broadly corresponds to differences
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in income level. What characterizes the working class as a whole is a lack of property and dependence on
wages. Associated with this condition are relatively low living standards , restricted access to higher education
, and exclusion, to a large extent, from the spheres of important decision making. Aside from the dramatic rise
in living standards that occurred in the decades after World War II , the main factor affecting the working
class since the midth century was a general shift in the economy from manufacturing to service industries,
which reduced the number of manual workers. In the United States and Britain , among other countries, the
decline in traditional manufacturing industries left a core of chronically unemployed persons isolated from the
economic mainstream in decaying urban areas. This new urban substratum of permanently jobless and
underemployed workers has been termed the underclass by some sociologists. The middle class may be said to
include the middle and upper levels of clerical workers, those engaged in technical and professional
occupations, supervisors and managers, and such self-employed workers as small-scale shopkeepers,
businesspersons, and farmers. At the topâ€”wealthy professionals or managers in large corporationsâ€”the
middle class merges into the upper class, while at the bottomâ€”routine and poorly paid jobs in sales,
distribution, and transportâ€”it merges into the working class. Learn More in these related Britannica articles:
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Elite , Aristocracy , Oligarchy , and Ruling class A symbolic image of three orders of feudal society in Europe
prior to the French Revolution , which shows the rural third estate carrying the clergy and the nobility The
upper class [25] is the social class composed of those who are rich , well-born, powerful, or a combination of
those. They usually wield the greatest political power. In some countries, wealth alone is sufficient to allow
entry into the upper class. In others, only people who are born or marry into certain aristocratic bloodlines are
considered members of the upper class and those who gain great wealth through commercial activity are
looked down upon by the aristocracy as nouveau riche. Many aristocratic peerages or titles have seats attached
to them, with the holder of the title e. Earl of Bristol and his family being the custodians of the house, but not
the owners. Many of these require high expenditures, so wealth is typically needed. Many aristocratic peerages
and their homes are parts of estates, owned and run by the title holder with moneys generated by the land,
rents or other sources of wealth. However, in the United States where there is no aristocracy or royalty, the
upper class status belongs to the extremely wealthy, the so-called "super-rich", though there is some tendency
even in the United States for those with old family wealth to look down on those who have earned their money
in business, the struggle between New Money and Old Money. The upper class is generally contained within
the richest one or two percent of the population. Members of the upper class are often born into it and are
distinguished by immense wealth which is passed from generation to generation in the form of estates. Middle
class , Upper middle class , Lower middle class , and Bourgeoisie The middle class is the most contested of
the three categories, the broad group of people in contemporary society who fall socio-economically between
the lower and upper classes. Middle-class workers are sometimes called " white-collar workers ". Theorists
such as Ralf Dahrendorf have noted the tendency toward an enlarged middle class in modern Western
societies, particularly in relation to the necessity of an educated work force in technological economies.
Precarity Lower class occasionally described as working class are those employed in low-paying wage jobs
with very little economic security. The term "lower class" also refers to persons with low income. The latter is
analogous to the Marxist term " lumpenproletariat ". It can impact the schools they are able to attend, their
health, the jobs open to them, who they may marry and their treatment by police and the courts. There has
been a growing number of suicides and deaths by substance abuse in this particular group of middle-class
Americans. This group also has been recorded to have an increase in reports of chronic pain and poor general
health. Deaton and Case came to the conclusion from these observation that because of the constant stress that
these white, middle aged Americans feel fighting poverty and wavering between the lower and working class,
these strains have taken a toll on these people and affected their whole bodies. It is suggested that those of an
upper social class are more likely to take part in sporting activities, whereas those of a lower social
background are less likely to participate in sport. However, upper-class people tend to not take part in certain
sports that have been commonly known to be linked with the lower class. Not only are upper-class parents
able to send their children to exclusive schools that are perceived to be better, but in many places
state-supported schools for children of the upper class are of a much higher quality than those the state
provides for children of the lower classes. In , British cultural theorist Paul Willis published a study titled
"Learning to Labour" in which he investigated the connection between social class and education. In his study,
he found that a group of working-class schoolchildren had developed an antipathy towards the acquisition of
knowledge as being outside their class and therefore undesirable, perpetuating their presence in the working
class. Lower-class families have higher rates of infant mortality , cancer , cardiovascular disease and disabling
physical injuries. Additionally, poor people tend to work in much more hazardous conditions, yet generally
have much less if any health insurance provided for them, as compared to middle- and upper-class workers.
Those in the upper-middle class and middle class enjoy greater freedoms in their occupations. They are
usually more respected, enjoy more diversity and are able to exhibit some authority. The physical conditions
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of the workplace differ greatly between classes. While middle-class workers may "suffer alienating
conditions" or "lack of job satisfaction", blue-collar workers are more apt to suffer alienating, often routine,
work with obvious physical health hazards, injury and even death. This is due to the fact that those from
wealthier backgrounds have more opportunities available to them. Class conflict Class conflict, frequently
referred to as "class warfare" or "class struggle", is the tension or antagonism which exists in society due to
competing socioeconomic interests and desires between people of different classes. For Marx, the history of
class society was a history of class conflict. He pointed to the successful rise of the bourgeoisie and the
necessity of revolutionary violenceâ€”a heightened form of class conflictâ€”in securing the bourgeoisie rights
that supported the capitalist economy. Marx believed that the exploitation and poverty inherent in capitalism
were a pre-existing form of class conflict. Marx believed that wage labourers would need to revolt to bring
about a more equitable distribution of wealth and political power. Classless society "Classless society" refers
to a society in which no one is born into a social class. Distinctions of wealth , income , education , culture or
social network might arise and would only be determined by individual experience and achievement in such a
society. Relationship between ethnicity and class[ edit ] Equestrian portrait of Empress Elizabeth of Russia
with a Moor servant Race and other large-scale groupings can also influence class standing. The association of
particular ethnic groups with class statuses is common in many societies. As a result of conquest or internal
ethnic differentiation, a ruling class is often ethnically homogenous and particular races or ethnic groups in
some societies are legally or customarily restricted to occupying particular class positions. Which ethnicities
are considered as belonging to high or low classes varies from society to society. In modern societies, strict
legal links between ethnicity and class have been drawn, such as in apartheid , the caste system in Africa , the
position of the Burakumin in Japanese society and the casta system in Latin America.
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Biography[ edit ] Giddens was born and raised in Edmonton, London , and grew up in a lower-middle-class
family, son of a clerk with London Transport ; he attended Minchenden School. In , he started working at the
University of Leicester where he taught social psychology. At Leicester â€” considered to be one of the
seedbeds of British sociology â€” he met Norbert Elias and began to work on his own theoretical position. He
is cofounder of Polity Press He has been a vocal participant in British political debates, supporting the
centre-left Labour Party with media appearances and articles many of which are published in the New
Statesman. He has written commentaries on most leading schools and figures and has used most sociological
paradigms in both micro and macrosociology. His textbook, Sociology, first published in , is currently in its
eighth edition. Giddens took a stance against the then-dominant structural functionalism represented by
Talcott Parsons , as well as criticising evolutionism and historical materialism. In Capitalism and Modern
Social Theory , he examined the work of Weber, Durkheim and Marx , arguing that despite their different
approaches each was concerned with the link between capitalism and social life. Giddens emphasised the
social constructs of power , modernity and institutions, defining sociology as: Giddens is closer to Weber than
Durkheim, but in his analysis he rejects both of those approaches, stating that while society is not a collective
reality , nor should the individual be treated as the central unit of analysis. Social order is therefore a result of
some pre-planned social actions, not automatic evolutionary response. Sociologists, unlike natural scientists ,
have to interpret a social world which is already interpreted by the actors that inhabit it. According to Giddens
there is a " Duality of structure " by which social practice, which is the principal unit of investigation, has both
a structural and an agency-component. The structural environment constrains individual behaviour, but also
makes it possible. He also noted the existence of a specific form of a social cycle: Because social actors are
reflexive and monitor the ongoing flow of activities and structural conditions, they adapt their actions to their
evolving understandings. As a result, social scientific knowledge of society will actually change human
activities. Giddens calls this two-tiered, interpretive and dialectical relationship between social scientific
knowledge and human practices the " double hermeneutic ". Giddens also stressed the importance of power,
which is means to ends, and hence is directly involved in the actions of every person. Power, the
transformative capacity of people to change the social and material world, is closely shaped by knowledge and
space-time. Giddens specifically wrote [18] that: The production and reproduction of society thus has to be
treated as a skilled performance on the part of its members. The realm of human agency is bounded.
Individuals produce society, but they do so as historically located actors, and not under conditions of their own
choosing. Structures must be conceptualised not only as constraints upon human agency, but also as enablers.
Processes of structuration involve an interplay of meanings, norms and power. Immersion in a form of life is
the necessary and only means whereby an observer is able to generate such characterisations. Sociological
concepts thus obey a double hermeneutic. In sum, the primary tasks of sociological analysis are the following:
He eschews extreme positions, arguing that although people are not entirely free to choose their own actions,
and their knowledge is limited, they nonetheless are the agency which reproduces the social structure and
leads to social change. His ideas find an echo in the philosophy of the modernist poet Wallace Stevens who
suggests that we live in the tension between the shapes we take as the world acts upon us, and the ideas of
order that our imagination imposes upon the world. Giddens writes that the connection between structure and
action is a fundamental element of social theory, structure and agency are a duality that cannot be conceived of
apart from one another and his main argument is contained in his expression " duality of structure ". At a basic
level, this means that people make society, but are at the same time constrained by it. Action and structure
cannot be analysed separately, as structures are created, maintained and changed through actions, while
actions are given meaningful form only through the background of the structure: In Giddens own words from
New rules He also differentiates between systems and structures. Systems display structural properties but are
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not structures themselves. He notes in his article Functionalism: Systems here mean to Giddens "the situated
activities of human agents" [19] The Constitution of Society. Structures are then " Structuration therefore
means that relations that took shape in the structure, can exist "out of time and place": An example is the
relationship between a teacher and a student: Structure can act as a constraint on action, but it also enables
action by providing common frames of meaning. Consider the example of language: Giddens suggests that
structures traditions, institutions, moral codes, and other sets of expectations â€” established ways of doing
things are generally quite stable, but can be changed, especially through the unintended consequences of
action, when people start to ignore them, replace them, or reproduce them differently. Thus, actors agents
employ the social rules appropriate to their culture, ones that they have learned through socialisation and
experience. These rules together with the resources at their disposal are used in social interactions. Thus, the
outcome of action is not totally predictable. Connections between micro and macro[ edit ] Structuration is very
useful in synthesising micro and macro issues. Yet this micro-level change cannot be explained only by
looking at the individual level as people did not spontaneously change their minds about how to live; neither
can we assume they were directed to do so by social institutions and the state. On a macro scale, one of the
state and social organisations like multinational capitalist corporations, consider the example of globalization,
which offers vast new opportunities for investment and development, but crises â€” like the Asian financial
crisis â€” can affect the entire world, spreading far outside the local setting in which they first developed, and
last but not least directly influences individuals. A serious explanation of such issues must lie somewhere
within the network of macro and micro forces. These levels should not be treated as unconnected; in fact they
have significant relation to one another. Social relationships and visible sexuality micro-level change are
related to the decline of religion and the rise of rationality macro-level change , but also with changes in the
laws relating to marriage and sexuality macro , change caused by different practices and changing attitudes on
the level of everyday lives micro. The media do not merely reflect the social world but also actively shape it,
being central to modern reflexivity. So the media in modernity offers possibilities and celebrates diversity, but
also offers narrow interpretations of certain roles or lifestyles â€” depending where you look. Romanticism ,
the 18th and 19th century European macro-level cultural movement is responsible for the emergence of the
novel â€” a relatively early form of mass media. The growing literacy and popularity of novels fed back into
the mainstream lifestyle and the romance novel proliferated the stories of ideal romantic life narratives on a
micro-level, giving the romantic love an important and recognized role in the marriage-type relationship.
Consider also the transformation of intimacy. Where such a bond ceases to exist, modern society is generally
happy for the relationship to be dissolved. There are many societies, cultures and contexts in which it remains
far from reality - where sexual oppression is an everyday phenomenon. These changes are part and parcel of
wider transformations affecting the self and self-identity. Inevitably, Giddens concludes that all social change
stems from a mixture of micro- and macro-level forces. Self-identity[ edit ] Giddens says that in the
post-traditional order, self-identity is reflexive. At the same time we are faced with dangers related to
unintended consequences of our actions and by our reliance on the knowledge of experts. We create, maintain
and revise a set of biographical narratives, social roles and lifestyles â€” the story of who we are, and how we
came to be where we are now. We are increasingly free to choose what we want to do and who we want to be
although Giddens contends that wealth gives access to more options. But increased choice can be both
liberating and troubling. While in earlier, traditional societies we would be provided with that narrative and
social role, in the post-traditional society we are usually forced to create one ourselves. As Giddens puts it:
These are focal questions for everyone living in circumstances of late modernity â€” and ones which, on some
level or another, all of us answer, either discursively or through day-to-day social behaviour. Giddens
concentrates on a contrast between traditional pre-modern culture and post-traditional modern culture. In
traditional societies, individual actions need not be extensively thought about, because available choices are
already determined by the customs, traditions, etc. Society is more reflexive and aware, something Giddens is
fascinated with, illustrating it with examples ranging from state governance to intimate relationships. In
pre-modern societies, space was the area in which one moved, time was the experience one had while moving.
In modern societies, however, the social space is no longer confined by the boundaries set by the space in
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which one moves. One can now imagine what other spaces look like, even if he has never been there. In this
regard, Giddens talks about virtual space and virtual time. Another distinctive property of modernity lies in the
field of knowledge. In pre-modern societies, it was the elders who possessed the knowledge: In modern
societies we must rely on expert systems. These are not present in time and space, but we must trust them.
Even if we trust them, we know that something could go wrong: Also the technologies which we use, and
which transform constraints into means, hold risks. Consequently, there is always a heightened sense of
uncertainty in contemporary societies. Humanity tries to steer it, but as long as the modern institutions, with
all their uncertainty, endure, we will never be able to influence its course. Another characteristic is enhanced
reflexivity, both at the level of individuals and at the level of institutions. The latter requires an explanation:
This enhanced reflexivity was enabled as language became increasingly abstract with the transition from
pre-modern to modern societies, becoming institutionalised into universities. It is also in this regard that
Giddens talks about "double hermeneutica": One is from the actor himself, the other of the investigator who
tries to give meaning to the action he is observing. The actor who performs the action, however, can get to
know the interpretation of the investigator, and therefore change his own interpretation, or his further line of
action. This is the reason that positive science, according to Giddens,[ citation needed ] is never possible in the
social sciences: The problem is, however, that conflicting viewpoints in social science result in a disinterest of
the people. Therefore, the more the sciences expand, the more uncertainty there is in the modern society. In
this regard, the juggernaut gets even more steerless. While emancipatory politics is a politics of life chances,
life politics is a politics of lifestyle. Life politics is the politics of a reflexively mobilised order â€” the system
of late modernity â€” which, on an individual and collective level, has radically altered the existential
parameters of social activity.
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Reconstructing the Ruined Tower: Picking over the rubble There was a time, not so long ago, before the
present boundary fences were erected, when media and communications studies was common land. Scholars
from far flung settlements converged on it to gather data and graze new conceptual strains produced by
cross-breeding. The few structures that dotted the landscape were mostly makeshift affairs, temporary shelters,
erected to service immediate needs. The one major building was a dark, forbidding, stone tower. Wherever
you stood, your eye was drawn towards it. Its visibility made it an object of endless speculation. Some set out
to trace its origins and transformations over the years. Some tried to describe its organisation and workings.
And some recorded the stories of those who lived and worked there, crafting melancholy narratives of dashed
hopes and blighted lives or recounting stirring tales of heroic resistance and dogged refusal. It was replaced by
a stylish new housing development in which each dwelling was built to a unique Show Context Citation
Context As we shall see, this general idea has been most fruitfully developed by Pierre Bourdieu, in his model
of competing forms of capital. Extensions and Refurbishments Disciplining the Awkward Squ Movements of
"Crisis" and Movements of "Affluence": Kerbo - The Journal of Conflict Resolution , " In response to the
empirical and theoretical weaknesses of the older social stress or deprivation theories of social movements, a
new general theory of social movements- resource mobilization theory-has become increasingly popular. One
of the most basic points of disagreement between theorists accep One of the most basic points of disagreement
between theorists accepting one or the other general perspective involves the extent to which the development
and growth of a social movement can be attributed to the preconditions of social stress or some form of
deprivation. This article begins by describing how the two perspectives are indirectly rooted in differing
paradigms of social organization, which leads to divergent assumptions about the nature of social conflict and
social order. Next, theoretical and empirical problems contained in each perspective are shown to be partially
related to these assumptions. When such variance is recognized, we find there is a place for both theories in
the complex field of study, though deprivation theories especially face many continuing problems. The study
of social movements and collective behavior proliferated in the s. With The Diversity of Class Analyses: Class
analyses are both very old and quite new. This essay argues that Marx contributed a new class definition and
analysis focused on the production, appropriation, and distribution of surplus labor. Yet, that innovative, new
class analysis was lost by being dissolved into either pre-Marxian concep In this context, the essay pays
special attention to the recent work of E. Looking backward, moving forward: Expanding sociological
horizons in the twenty-first century by Kathy Charmaz - Sociological Perspectives , " ABSTRACT Two
research stories provide a means of looking backward at our discipline over the twentieth century and of
thinking about moving forward in the twenty-first. Both research stories and sociolo Both research stories and
sociological stories render reality, subscribe to rulesfor such renderings, con-tain an inner logic, and make
moral claims for credibility. When looking backward at the discipline, sociologists need to build on the
classical theo-rists, not dismiss them. At the millennium sociological theory and methods are contested; and
challenges to foundational assumptions that gained momentum in the late s have recently been raised anew.
Movingfor-ward in the twenty-first century means recommitting ourselves to empiri-cal inquiry and basing
our moral claims on it. I call for acknowledging the diversity of sociological approaches, agreeing on strong
standards for each approach, and recognizing and examining our disciplinary moral claims. In addition,
feminist research hassgenerated fresh theory By starting from a particular definition, sociologists can assess
the extent to which such things as inequality in life chances among individuals and families are structured on
the basis of class. This article develops a policy-oriented, explanatory, meso-analysis of the configurative
aspects of the Social Dimension of the European Union. It comprises six sections which fall into two wider
parts. In the first part sections one to three , the central elements of the analytical framework are o In the first
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part sections one to three , the central elements of the analytical framework are outlined. Social policy is
conceptualized in terms of its substantive boundaries and normative foundations. And the distinct structures,
contents and policy types of the welfare systems-at the national and the EU levels- are drawn up against the
background of their respective contextual determinant factors. In the second part sections four to six the
analytical framework is further developed. First, the article assesses the impact of cross-national welfare
heterogeneity upon the levels and nature of European social policy integration the territorial cleavage.
Secondly, the content of the EU welfare system the substantive cleavage is analysed on the basis of the degree
of translation of a limited set of partly conflicting goals into actual policy initiatives. Finally, the extent to
which an intergovernmental logic prevails over a neo-federal state-building perspective, within the social
decision framework of the EU, is considered as the key variable which help to explain both the external
boundaries of the social dimension its policy structure and its internal balance of policy types and instruments.
Show Context Citation Context And finally, the practice of Keynesianism, which made viable thessustained
growth of wage spending powers, preventing, at the same time, crises of over-production andspolitical
legitimation Haberm
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