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1: United States Declaration of Independence - Wikipedia
The Declaration of Independence has also left lasting effects upon other foreign nations, including the French
Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, and the Declaration of Independence for the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam.

The document is symbolic of American democracy and one of the free charters of freedom. The words stated
in the Declaration rallied support from colonists at home, and colonists living abroad. The effects of the
Declaration of Independence today can be seen and felt within the United States of America and also among
many foreign nations. Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness The Declaration of Independence gave birth
to many other freedoms in the United States of America that may never have even been intended. One of the
more immediate effects felt by the Declaration of Independence was the Emancipation of black slaves. Some
say that Abraham Lincoln interpreted the Declaration in his own way and understanding. Some say he was
inspired to do so. Either way, it brought about the Emancipation Proclamation which gave black slaves their
freedom. The American dream put in a nut shell All Men are Created Equal The Declaration of Independence
also paved the way and created equality among all men and women. Today we can see the effects of the first
sentence written in the Preamble: We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal.
Throughout history we have seen so many different changes, from freedom of slaves, to equality among men
and women. Today moreso than in the past, women have been given every opportunity that men are now
given and are truly equal among men. The Declaration, it seems, may have ignited the fire under which the
Bill of Rights and the Constitution were written. The Declaration is in large part a summary of what the Bill of
Rights stands for. While the Declaration offered independence from Britain and made general statements, the
Bill of Rights offers conclusive and specific rights and laws, from freedom of speech, press and religion, to the
right to keep and bear arms; the freedom of assembly; the freedom to petition; prohibits unreasonable search
and seizure; cruel and unusual punishment; and compelled self-incrimination. The first ten amendments are
truly and expansion on what the first fifty six signers of the Declaration had written. Effects among foreign
nations The Declaration of Independence has also left lasting effects upon other foreign nations, including the
French Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, and the Declaration of Independence for the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam. The French Declaration is one of the fundamental documents of the French Revolution
and defines a set of individual and collective rights of all of the estates as one. Social distinction may be
founded only upon the general good. The principles in the French Declaration are still set forth today. The
Declaration of Independence has left its effects not just in the small and large details of the United States of
America, but also in the details of other foreign countries. Learn more with these Declaration of Independence
websites.
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2: Milestones: â€“ - Office of the Historian
The effects of the Declaration of Independence can still be clearly observed in the world today. Many other countries
followed the American's lead and became independent. The French Revolution was partially caused by American ideals.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. Prudence,
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes;
and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their
future security. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove
this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good. He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he
has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large
districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them
into compliance with his measures. He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with
manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. He has refused for a long time, after such
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected, whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. He has endeavoured to prevent the population of
these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. He has made
Judges dependent on his Will alone for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
salaries. He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people
and eat out their substance. He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of
our legislatures. He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power. He has
combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our
laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: For quartering large bodies of armed troops
among us: For protecting them, by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which they should commit
on the Inhabitants of these States: For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: For imposing Taxes on
us without our Consent: For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury: For transporting us
beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences: For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a
neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies For
taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering fundamentally the Forms of our
Governments: For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate
for us in all cases whatsoever. He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and
waging War against us. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the
lives of our people. He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms
against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their
Hands. He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of
our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of
all ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most
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humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character
is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. Nor have We
been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by
their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances
of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have
conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold
them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. We, therefore, the Representatives of
the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world
for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly publish and declare, That these united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent
States, that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection
between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and
Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.
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3: User account | Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
The influences of the Declaration of Independence to be written and signed were armed conflicts between bands of
British soldiers and colonists. The short and long term effects were The Emancipation of African Slaves, Equality
between men and women and the actual signing of the Declaration of Independence.

So begins the Declaration of Independence. But what was the Declaration? Why do Americans continue to
celebrate its public announcement as the birthday of the United States, July 4, ? While that date might just
mean a barbecue and fireworks to some today, what did the Declaration mean when it was written in the
summer of ? On the one hand, the Declaration was a formal legal document that announced to the world the
reasons that led the thirteen colonies to separate from the British Empire. One charge levied against the King
sounds like a Biblical plague: Americans hoped to get financial or military support from other countries that
were traditional enemies of the British. However, these legal and pragmatic purposes, which make up the bulk
of the actual document, are not why the Declaration is remembered today as a foremost expression of the
ideals of the Revolution. This ideal of equality has certainly influenced the course of American history. Do
you understand your own language? If all men were created equal, then why was slavery legal? The ideal of
full human equality has been a major legacy and ongoing challenge of the Declaration of Independence. But
the signers of did not have quite that radical an agenda. The possibility for sweeping social changes was
certainly discussed in For instance, Abigail Adams suggested to her husband John Adams that in the "new
Code of Laws" that he helped draft at the Continental Congress, he should, "Remember the Ladies, and be
more generous and favorable to them. King George III showed signs of madness. He likely suffered from
porphyria, a disease of the blood leading to gout and mental derangement. Thomas Jefferson provides the
classic example of the contradictions of the Revolutionary Era. Although he was the chief author of the
Declaration, he also owned slaves, as did many of his fellow signers. They did not see full human equality as a
positive social goal. Nevertheless, Jefferson was prepared to criticize slavery much more directly than most of
his colleagues. His original draft of the Declaration included a long passage that condemned King George for
allowing the slave trade to flourish. This implied criticism of slavery â€” a central institution in early
American society â€” was deleted by a vote of the Continental Congress before the delegates signed the
Declaration. So what did the signers intend by using such idealistic language? Look at what follows the line,
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. When the
Declaration was written, this was a radical statement. The idea that the people could reject a monarchy based
on the superiority of a king and replace it with a republican government based on the consent of the people
was a revolutionary change. While the signers of the Declaration thought of "the people" more narrowly than
we do today, they articulated principles that are still vital markers of American ideals. And while the
Declaration did not initially lead to equality for all, it did provide an inspiring start on working toward
equality.
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4: THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE: What Effects did it have on by on Prezi
There are a number of ways that this could be answered. Let us look at two effects this document had, one immediate
and one that took longer to become evident. First, the Declaration established.

Continental Congress to coordinate a colonial boycott of British goods. When fighting broke out between
American colonists and British forces in Massachusetts, the Continental Congress worked with local groups,
originally intended to enforce the boycott, to coordinate resistance against the British. British officials
throughout the colonies increasingly found their authority challenged by informal local governments, although
loyalist sentiment remained strong in some areas. Despite these changes, colonial leaders hoped to reconcile
with the British Government, and all but the most radical members of Congress were unwilling to declare
independence. However, in late , Benjamin Franklin, then a member of the Secret Committee of
Correspondence, hinted to French agents and other European sympathizers that the colonies were increasingly
leaning towards seeking independence. While perhaps true, Franklin also hoped to convince the French to
supply the colonists with aid. Independence would be necessary, however, before French officials would
consider the possibility of an alliance. Throughout the winter of â€”, the members of the Continental Congress
came to view reconciliation with Britain as unlikely, and independence the only course of action available to
them. When on December 22, , the British Parliament prohibited trade with the colonies, Congress responded
in April of by opening colonial portsâ€”this was a major step towards severing ties with Britain. By February
of , colonial leaders were discussing the possibility of forming foreign alliances and began to draft the Model
Treaty that would serve as a basis for the alliance with France. Leaders for the cause of independence wanted
to make certain that they had sufficient congressional support before they would bring the issue to the vote.
Other members of Congress were amenable but thought some colonies not quite ready. However, Congress
did form a committee to draft a declaration of independence and assigned this duty to Thomas Jefferson. They
preserved its original form, but struck passages likely to meet with controversy or skepticism, most notably
passages blaming King George III for the transatlantic slave trade and those blaming the British people rather
than their government. The committee presented the final draft before Congress on June 28, , and Congress
adopted the final text of the Declaration of Independence on July 4. The British Government did its best to
dismiss the Declaration as a trivial document issued by disgruntled colonists. The Declaration divided British
domestic opposition, as some American sympathizers thought the Declaration had gone too far, but in
British-ruled Ireland it had many supporters. The Sultan of Morocco mentioned American ships in a consular
document in , but Congress had to wait until the Treaty of Alliance with France for a formal recognition of U.
The Netherlands acknowledged U. Although Spain joined the war against Great Britain in , it did not
recognize U. Under the terms of the treaty, which ended the War of the American Revolution, Great Britain
officially acknowledged the United States as a sovereign and independent nation.
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5: What effects does the Declaration of Independence have on the US
Declaration of Independence The condition of the parchment Declaration of Independence is a sign of the place it has
held in the hearts of many Americans. Years of public display have faded and worn this treasured document.

June 12, Library of Congress When he penned the Declaration of Independence in , Thomas Jefferson had an
inkling of the consequences it held for the 13 colonies, who were announcing their intention to break free from
the shackles of British rule. What he and the other signers may not have anticipated, however, were the
widespread effects the powerful words would also have around the world. The promise was evident in the
famous phrases scrawled near the top of the document: It shows the five-man drafting committee presenting
their work to the Congress. The painting hangs in the U. A number of global texts written during the highly
charged Enlightenment years of the 17th and 18th centuries included similar ideals about liberty and the right
to self-determination, and Americans throughout the colonies were already promoting the progressive
worldview in newspapers and schoolbooks. When his final draft was edited and adopted by Congress on July
4th, the statement signified independence, but it also solidified the path to all-out war, and not just in the new
United States. Liberty gets going Immediately after it was printed, the Declaration sparked worldwide debate
on the legitimacy of colonial rule. Several countries used the document as a shining beacon in their own
struggles for independence and adopted Jefferson as their figurehead. Jefferson himself predicted that
American independence would be a catalyzing force â€” a "ball of liberty," he called it â€” that would soon
make its way across the globe. First came France, whose revolution in the s and 90s drew upon the American
experience and literature for inspiration. With its mother country France in disarray, another colony inspired
by the American Revolution sought independence in the late 18th century. Haiti had been a profitable sugar
and coffee colony for centuries, known as one of the cruelest plantation islands in the Caribbean. Ironically,
former slaves in Haiti had used the Declaration of Independence as a model in their fight for freedom while
the document gave no such rights to slaves in the United States. In the years that followed, themes from the
Declaration were sourced and reinterpreted for further independence movements in Greece, Poland, Russia
and throughout South America. A world of empires was gradually turning into a world of sovereign states. We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. Prudence, indeed,
will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their
future security. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove
this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good. He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he
has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large
districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them
into compliance with his measures. He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with
manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. He has refused for a long time, after such
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. He has endeavoured to prevent the population of
these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to
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encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. He has
obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. He
has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of
their salaries. He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our
people, and eat out their substance. He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the
Consent of our legislatures. He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil
power. He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: For Quartering large
bodies of armed troops among us: For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders
which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the
world: For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial
by Jury: For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences For abolishing the free System of
English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its
Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into
these Colonies: For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally
the Forms of our Governments: For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his
Protection and waging War against us. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and
destroyed the lives of our people. He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to
bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall
themselves by their Hands. He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring
on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these Oppressions We have
Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated
injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the
ruler of a free people. Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them
from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have
reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native
justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these
usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf
to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces
our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. We,
therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right
ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved;
and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances,
establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for
the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. Who Signed the Declaration of
Independence? Here are the 56 signers of the document:
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6: The Declaration of Independence and Its Legacy [www.enganchecubano.com]
Not only was the Declaration of Independence a powerful statement of the colonies desire for freedom, it was well
written. Follow this link for a look at the stylistic artistry of the Declaration. Follow this link for a look at the stylistic artistry
of the Declaration.

John Adams, a leader in those debates, remembered that Jefferson was silent even in committee meetings,
though consistently staunch in his support for independence. His chief roleâ€¦ Toward independence On April
19, , when the Battles of Lexington and Concord initiated armed conflict between Britain and the 13 colonies
the nucleus of the future United States , the Americans claimed that they sought only their rights within the
British Empire. At that time few of the colonists consciously desired to separate from Britain. As the
American Revolution proceeded during â€”76 and Britain undertook to assert its sovereignty by means of
large armed forces, making only a gesture toward conciliation, the majority of Americans increasingly came to
believe that they must secure their rights outside the empire. The losses and restrictions that came from the
war greatly widened the breach between the colonies and the mother country; moreover, it was necessary to
assert independence in order to secure as much French aid as possible. On April 12, , the revolutionary
convention of North Carolina specifically authorized its delegates in the Congress to vote for independence.
John Adams of Massachusetts seconded the motion. By that time the Congress had already taken long steps
toward severing ties with Britain. Some of the delegates had not yet received authorization to vote for
separation; a few were opposed to taking the final step; and several men, among them John Dickinson ,
believed that the formation of a central government, together with attempts to secure foreign aid , should
precede it. Livingston was promptly chosen on June 11 to prepare a statement justifying the decision to assert
independence, should it be taken. The document was prepared, and on July 1 nine delegations voted for
separation, despite warm opposition on the part of Dickinson. On the following day at the Pennsylvania State
House now Independence Hall in Philadelphia, with the New York delegation abstaining only because it
lacked permission to act, the Lee resolution was voted on and endorsed. Members of the Congress present on
August 2 affixed their signatures to this parchment copy on that day and others later. The signers were as
follows: The last signer was Thomas McKean of Delaware , whose name was not placed on the document
before The nature and influence of the Declaration of Independence The Declaration of Independence was
written largely by Jefferson , who had displayed talent as a political philosopher and polemicist in his A
Summary View of the Rights of British America, published in At the request of his fellow committee
members he wrote the first draft. The members of the committee made a number of merely semantic changes,
and they also expanded somewhat the list of charges against the king. Image of the Declaration of
Independence taken from an engraving made by printer William J. National Archives, Washington, D. It can
be said, as Adams did, that the declaration contained nothing really novel in its political philosophy, which
was derived from John Locke , Algernon Sidney , and other English theorists. James Madison offered a
different perspective: It may also be asserted that the argument offered was not without flaws in history and
logic. Substantially abandoning contention on the basis of the rights of Englishmen, the declaration put forth
the more fundamental doctrines of natural rights and of government under social contract. A long list of
accusations was offered toward proving this contention. The right and duty of revolution were then invoked.
Few will now claim that government arose among men as Locke and Jefferson said it did, and the
social-contract theory has lost vogue among political scientists. It is likewise true, from a British viewpoint,
that Parliament and crown could not be separated and that the history of the colonies after was not entirely
consistent with the assertion that Parliament had never as of right possessed sovereignty over them. It should
be added that several of the heaviest specific complaints condemned actions of the British government taken
after the beginning of hostilities. The defects in the Declaration of Independence are not sufficient to force the
conclusion that the document is unsound. On the contrary, it was in essence morally just and politically valid.
If the right of revolution cannot be established on historical grounds, it nevertheless rests solidly upon ethical
ones. The right of the colonists to government ultimately of their own choice is valid. The Declaration of
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Independence has also been a source of inspiration outside the United States. It remains a great historical
landmark in that it contained the first formal assertion by a whole people of their right to a government of their
own choice. What Locke had contended for as an individual, the Americans proclaimed as a body politic.
Moreover, they made good the argument by force of arms. Since the original parchment document of the
Declaration of Independence has resided in the National Archives exhibition hall in Washington, D. We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.
That, whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter
or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence , indeed,
will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and,
accordingly, all experience has shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But, when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their
future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former systems of government. The history of the present King of Great Britain
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute
tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world. He has refused his assent to
laws the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of
immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his assent should be obtained; and
when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has refused to pass other laws for the
accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in
the legislature; a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. He has called together legislative
bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. He has dissolved representative houses
repeatedly, for opposing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of the people. He has refused for a
long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of
annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exercise; the state remaining in the meantime
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. He has endeavored to prevent the
population of these states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to
pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands. He
has obstructed the administration of justice , by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.
He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
of their salaries. He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our
people, and eat out their substance. He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the
consent of our legislatures. He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to the civil
power. He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation: For quartering large
bodies of armed troops among us; For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders
which they should commit on the inhabitants of these states; For cutting off our trade with all parts of the
world; For imposing taxes on us without our consent; For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial
by jury; For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offenses; For abolishing the free system of
English laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its
boundaries, so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into
these colonies; For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally
the forms of our governments; For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his
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protection, and waging war against us. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and
destroyed the lives of our people. He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to
complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. He has
constrained our fellow citizens, taken captive on the high seas , to bear arms against their country, to become
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. He has excited domestic
insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian
savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions. In
every stage of these oppressions, we have petitioned for redress, in the most humble terms. Our repeated
petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act
which may define a tyrant , is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. Nor have we been wanting in attentions to
our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and
settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the
ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections
and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore,
acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind,
enemies in war, in peace friends. We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in
General Congress assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the name, and by authority of the good people of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that
these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be free and independent states; that they are absolved from all
allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the state of Great Britain is
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that, as free and independent states, they have full power to levy war,
conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent
states may of right do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. Learn More in
these related Britannica articles:
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The Declaration of Independence severed all ties between the colonies and the Motherland, England. It created an
independent nation with a very limited and almost powerless government in the.

Constitution answered, courtesy of the National Constitution Centerâ€”the place where the Constitution is
celebrated, debated, and illuminated. What is the U. Creates a government that puts the power in the hands of
the people Separates the powers of government into three branches: Though connected in spirit, the
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence are separate, distinct documents. The Declaration of
Independence was written in It was a list of grievances against the king of England intended to justify
separation from British rule. The Constitution was written and signed in It was a charter of government that
came to be ratified by the states, and it continues to be the supreme law of the land. Both documents have
played an important role in American history and the spread of democratic ideals around the world. They were
both signed at Independence Hall, steps from where the National Constitution Center now stands. When and
where was the Constitution written and signed? This was the same place the Declaration of Independence was
signed. The Constitution was written during the Philadelphia Conventionâ€”now known as the Constitutional
Conventionâ€”which convened from May 25 to September 17, It was signed on September 17, Where is the
Constitution? Is it at the National Constitution Center? The National Constitution Center owns a rare, original
copy of the first public printing of the Constitution. This printing was published in a newspaper, The
Pennsylvania Packet and Daily Advertiser, on September 19, â€”two days after the Constitution was signed.
When did the Constitution go into effect? The Constitution did not go into effect the moment it was signed by
the delegates. It needed to be approved by the people through the ratification process. Article VII of the
Constitution established the process for ratification, by simply stating that. Who wrote the Constitution?
However, the Constitution was the result of months of passionate, thoughtful deliberation among the
delegates. Other notable delegates included Benjamin Franklin and George Washington who served as
president of the convention. Why was the Constitution written? In , Congress authorized delegates to gather in
Philadelphia and recommend changes to the existing charter of government for the 13 states, the Articles of
Confederation, which many Americans believed had created a weak, ineffective central government. From the
start of the convention, however, it became clear that the delegates were forming an entirely new form of
government. The Preamble of this history-changing document makes it clear why it was written: First and
foremost, the answer is our freedom. It is, quite simply, the most powerful vision of freedom ever expressed.
Our Constitution has been an inspiration that changed the trajectory of world history for the perpetual benefit
of mankind. In , no country in the world had ever allowed its citizens to select their own form of government,
much less to select a democratic government. What was revolutionary when it was written, and what continues
to inspire the world today, is that the Constitution put governance in the hands of the people. Constitution Day
is a federal observance that commemorates the U. It is observed on September 17, the day the Constitution
was signed in Constitution Day was established by law in In addition to creating Constitution Day on the day
that had formerly been known as Citizenship Day , the act requires that any educational institution that
receives federal funds holds an educational program on the Constitution on September How can I learn more
about the Constitution? The National Constitution Center is the place where the Constitution is celebrated,
debated, and illuminated.
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A drawing likening American independence to the coming of age of a young woman. For all its idealism and
philosophical content, the Declaration of Independence was designed primarily to achieve real, practical outcomes.

What it says[ change change source ] Jefferson did most of the writing. This part of the Declaration is called
the Preamble. He then lists specific bad things that the British government did to the colonies. He says these
included putting people in jail with no reason; making taxes that were too high; and not respecting people who
lived in the colonies. Agreeing on the Declaration[ change change source ] This famous painting shows the
five men who wrote the Declaration showing their work to the Congress. After making changes, they
approved the Declaration. However, the Continental Congress did not officially approve the Declaration until
July 4. On that day, twelve of the thirteen groups that represented the colonies approved and ordered the
Declaration to be printed. The Province of New York did not vote. This meant that everyone in the Congress
agreed on the Declaration. However, some people signed at different times. Many people signed a parchment
paper copy of the Declaration on July 2. Great Britain and the people in America had already been fighting in
a war called the American Revolution. America won the war, and in Great Britain had to recognize the
independence of the new country, the United States, at the Treaty of Paris. Effects on America[ change change
source ] The people of America know that the Declaration of Independence is very important. They celebrate
this holiday to remember the day that the Declaration was approved, and the day that the United States of
America became its own country. They often celebrate with parades , fireworks , and songs. The Declaration
of Independence also talks about the simple ideas that the people who started the United States believed in. It
says that every person in this U. S has the right to life, liberty , and the pursuit of happiness. It also says that
the government has to listen to its own people. These things were what made America a free independent
country.
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The Congress formally adopted the Declaration of Independence-written largely by Jefferson-in Philadelphia on July 4, a
date now celebrated as the birth of American independence.

Cause Effect Declaration of Independence Draft: Not having representation in the government had destroyed
the trust, and strength in the government for the British colonies. Wanting to have the ability to govern
themselves the colonists began to develop their own ideas, the writings of Thomas Paine contributed to the
conversion of more colonists, as well as putting the main ideas of them into a single essay. The oppression that
the royal family had placed over the people of with all of the acts did not help keep the emotions of the
colonists at all either. And with the enticing thought of being free of the horrible oppression. Being able to
have a say in government is the most important aspect about wanting to break off of the British rule. The
benefits of Democracy have a much better ring to them, than the continuing of trying to beat a round peg into
a square whole. The colonists believed that a monarchy from as far away as Britain was would not bring
prosperity, or well doing to America. It would soon become an impossible task to follower the leader so to
speak, especially since the colonists believed that they had been successfully governing themselves for quite
some time. Being under the rule of a nation that is nowhere near makes the colonists wonder whether or not to
listen to a set of rules of a society they are no longer a part of. The definition of a law supports their
ideologies, and being further oppressed only leads to the need and want of signing the declaration. The
American people have been governing themselves without a present king for some time, but the people asked
about who their king is and not knowing who to follow when the time came. The start of a new beginning
began with Common Sense, and lead to the writing of the Declaration of Independence. Giving
encouragement to the people of North America that they had power to make a better place to live then where
they were now was something much needed in the push to an uprising. Without the encouragement and logical
arguments Tom gave to the people, there would not have been the backing of the Continental army, and
support for the men who signed the declaration of independence, because of this contributory clause the
Declaration of Independence support was drummed up for the revolution. The British parliament acts leading
up to the signing of the declaration, lead to a stronger rebellion of the colonists during this time. Causing such
an impose of a tax caused a much stronger use of money by the colonists, making the already struggling
colonists, to have even less money after all of their taxes imposed by the Parliament. The effects of the Stamp
Act were extremely heavy because all official business needed to be done specific paper, and the amount of
parchment used was an extreme amount, this Act ended up being one of the biggest reasons listed in the
Declaration. The causes of putting this Act were to protect the colonists from Indian attacks, but to also watch
the colonists for any cases of uprising, and to cut the costs of their own spending. The effects of it being that
they were causing an up rise because of the little trust, and amount of power abuse over the American
Colonists. Having been forced to send most of their products to England where the colonists were being
charged too much for what they would receive in return angered them. Leading to secret trading with other
countries, to pay less for manufacturing the colonists goods, and much more than the English could offer.
These remote causes, led to different uprisings in many states that would be later are put together in the
Declaration of Independence. The British Acts are also immediate causes for the Declaration because of the
continuing of making more rules and regulations against the Colonies, when the governing body is nowhere
near to enforce the rules, and set guidelines. Moving to a Democracy from the Monarchy was something that
greatly benefited the American people, in government. The Declaration of Independence allowed for this type
of change in government to become seamlessly easy. These causes all led to the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, and later the Start of the United States of America. Travel and History, n. It was the main cause
in the declaration of independence and what eventually would lead to the revolutionary war.
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