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however, they are required to face an additional charge. Those who dissent too.

Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: In the United States,
however , they are required to face an additional charge. Those who dissent too vigorously may be judged in
contempt of the idea of America and their views expelled from the orbit of public discussion about the affairs
of civic nationalism. This does not make them persona non grata, however. On the contrary, the domestic
anti-American is an integral component of the American Way, just as necessary to the national creed as the
blasphemer or heretic is to the theological scourge. On the one hand, this paradox seems unavoidable in a
nation that so strenuously reaches after an ideal of perfectability, that imagines itself so zealously as the
exemplary state of modern times, and whose evangelical self-affirmation is as righteous to believers as it is
repugnant to most others. Piety of this order requires a steady supply of illiberal recreants to renew itself, and
the conditions of eligibility are so flexible that suspects can always be found to fit the bill. In wartime, or in
periods of state hysteria about national security, even the mildest expressions of nonconformity can qualify. In
the repressive climate that followed September 11, when the Bush administration limited so many
constitutional freedoms through legislation like the U. On the other hand, anti-Americanism is not simply a
bogeyman conjured up by state managers. For the Left, it is a very real point of entry into a debate about the
shape and nature of dissent in the United States. Are there forms of politics that are perceived to be in the
American grain and that are therefore consistent with radical republican values and home-grown protest
traditions? If so, should they be promoted at the expense of politics that are perceived to take their primary
inspiration from elsewhere and therefore do not have the same claim of right to domestic attention? To many
contemporary eyes, it may appear parochial at a time when the forces of economic globalization are directly
challenged by an international protest movement with alternative ideas about global development. Yet, some
understanding of this domestic debate may help us to see how the ballooning anti-Americanism of world
opinion could be channeled in a useful direction. The culprit in question, then, is the faux universalism of a
model that, on closer examination, appears to have been shaped exclusively by the peculiarities of U.
Constitution, which offered a safe haven for the radical ideas set in motion by the Enlightenment. The
machinery of idealism was laid in place, and, with a little tinkering here and there, it has been steadily
producing output ever since, much of it now exported alongside political and economic cargo that would have
been anathema to the framers. However awkward the fit between eighteenth-century constitutional ideals and
the muddled reality of modern American ideology, the effort to synchronize them is not only obligatory for
left-liberals, it is also a source of gratification, since it is a surefire way of connecting with popular sentiment.
Even so, most of the social progress recorded in the United States whether or not it You are not currently
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