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postmodernism,nationalism and colonialism, aesthetics and ideology, culturalpolitics and sexual politics.

But this time he found himself disconcerted not by an attack, but by a generally favourable review of his book
in, of all places, the Daily Mail. But perhaps more importantly, as is made clear in The Gatekeeper, he has
never allowed himself to be fully embraced by any of the different worlds in which he has operated, so the
chance of the establishment, or indeed anyone else, exerting an exclusive claim on him now seems
reassuringly remote. The title of his memoir comes from his time as a year-old altar server in a Carmelite
convent chapel in s Salford. After initiation services in which novices renounced the world for the veil and a
life of prayer, Eagleton would take part in an invariably distressing little ceremony where weeping parents said
a final goodbye to their daughters. He has never been subjected to such gothic grotesquerie since. But this
notion of negotiating a life lived on the cusp of different worlds is one that echoes through the rest of his story.
He is a Catholic of Irish descent in Protestant England, a working-class boy whose professional life was spent
at the heart of a ruling-class institution, a Marxist revolutionary who was not only tolerated, but rewarded by
the liberal establishment. John Sutherland, professor of English at London University, says Eagleton has been
a recipient, "of what you might call repressive tolerance. Make him Warton professor of English literature in
succession to John Bayley. And what does Terry do? In his inaugural lecture, slag off John Bayley. I
remember a very good one in defence of the striking firemen. To his credit, he has always tried to bring his
worlds together. Professor Peter Widdowson founded the influential academic journal Literature and History
after hearing Eagleton speak at a conference in the mids. He takes very familiar texts and roughs them up.
They become of interest, he wrote, only as "extreme instances of contradiction, and their value is merely
symptomatic. If we read these writers, it can only be to see what it means to fail, to be in error or in bad faith.
The opening lines, to be sung to Something Stupid, are: Other critics and writers of his generation, such as
Sheila Rowbotham and the late Lorna Sage, recently published well-received autobiographies. But for
Eagleton the form itself presents a difficulty. In a essay attacking the "discredited theoretical doctrine" of John
Bayley, Eagleton asserted that "the whole body of his work is caught within a spurious belief that the truth of a
text resides in the consciousness of its author". Something to ponder when writing a book about yourself. Of
the few names mentioned several have been changed. Is he a refugee from Oxford or an Irishman gone back to
the ould sod? He has one older and one younger sister, both of whom teach English. Two younger brothers
died in infancy; one after his skull was damaged at birth, and the other when a nurse applied an ointment that
had just been smeared on another child with an infection. At primary school Eagleton remembers being the
only boy to wear a coat. He was further distanced from his classmates by often being absent with asthma and
by being a budding intellectual. He went on to a casually sadistic grammar school run by the De La Salle
brotherhood. Among a large hinterland of cousins only his strand of the family had children who went on to
higher education. It was foolish to believe this was a divide that could be simply crossed. I had no illusion that
I could turn the clock back, and anyway that world is all gone now. I should also say that Trinity was a rather
rich and grand college and Terry fitted it like a glove. There was none of the iconoclasm that came later. He
helped to found the leftist Catholic journal Slant and came under the influence of the radical Dominican Friar
Laurence Bright who, Eagleton admiringly notes, could "give people a nasty knee in the ideology while
seeming only to pass the time of day, from which it would take them weeks to recover". Slant died in and
Eagleton left the church soon after, reasoning that its obdurate power structures were not going to be
overthrown. But although his Marxism had supplanted his Christianity, he acknowledges "there is still the old
Joycean question of how far you can walk away from something culturally imprinted on you so deeply. And I
still enormously value much of the culture that I inherited, and many of the people. By now Eagleton had a
family to support. He had met Rosemary Galpin, a state registered nurse working as a health visitor, while on
a visit to Manchester during his first year as an undergraduate at Cambridge. They married in and had two
children, Dominic and Daniel. Neither son opted to go into higher education. Dominic now works for the
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Oxfam research department and Daniel is a chef. Eagleton and Galpin divorced in He then had a year
relationship with the Norwegian feminist critic Toril Moi. In he married the American academic Willa
Murphy. They have a four-year-old son, Oliver, and Eagleton confesses to having the obligatory cricked back
of the middle-aged father. As a young academic Eagleton says he never suffered any lack of intellectual
confidence, but claimed his social background had severely disabled him. It was very uncomfortable. Giving
up smoking was far more difficult. I became increasingly unhappy. The liberal Wadham College let him pretty
much do as he liked, even if within the English faculty there was hostility to his politics and approach to
literature. He was turned down for a professorship at a time when he was not only published but also
translated. But I survived and Oxford provided me with a base. Two former attendees, Tony Crowley and Ken
Hirschkop, are professors at Manchester University, and "in a way they hired me," he laughs referring to his
move last year to Manchester to take up a specially created post of professor of Cultural Theory. He founded
in a pub a weekly Irish music session which ran for 15 years and later became an Irish cultural festival. It was
very wearing that there were people in the faculty who hardly ever talked to me, although I do think that was
ideological not personal. But he says he can understand why his colleagues responded as they did to his
promotion of literary theory, as it came to be called. But I think they were wrong and the students I taught
found it enormously enriching. It is sometimes presented as anaemic and deadening and cerebral. But for a lot
of students it was a liberation that deepened their appreciation of literature. He has taken the best of that old
Cambridge tradition of close reading of the text, but made it socially and politically relevant. I saw him lecture
on Wuthering Heights and he was very much on the side of Heathcliff. But mostly he showed that you could
take a text that a whole generation of critics had abstracted from the social history of which it was part, and
talk about it in terms of the tensions and conflicts which were still going on in the s. There are still some
people who still wish it would all go away, but for me it is deeply gratifying to see those changes. Whatever
personal difficulties I had at Oxford I did manage to make some sort of a mark there. In some ways he was a
hero, but in other ways he was in a very programmed position. Oxford needed an Eagleton figure to soak up
any radical subversive energy. He says not only has the school of thought Eagleton represents displaced the
one represented by the leading British post-war critic FR Leavis - that literature plays an essential role in
shaping the values of a culture and should be sustained by a body of highly trained, university based critics but that Eagleton himself has also replaced Leavis as the best known and most influential academic critic in
Britain. The left-wing rebel is now not just mainstream and respectable, but he is the pillar of the
establishment. He says his political development was gradual. By the age of 15 he had been "fingered by the
De La Salle brothers as a bit truculent and I tried to grow a beard. I joined CND and arrived at Cambridge as a
conscious socialist, although not knowing a great deal about it. While he was a very valuable comrade, in
formal meetings some of his language was a bit impenetrable. But people very much appreciated his
contribution. In it he appraises the ideological factors that had hitherto shaped literary theory before proposing
a Marxist criticism that could encompass both economic and literary modes of production. It was absolutely a
book of its moment," he says. Eagleton is unsparing of the inadequacies of these various forms of theory and
the book ends with another call for a more practical political criticism. But for all that its success is still
thought to be one of the reasons he was offered the Warton professorship in , as in marketing terms he was the
inter national brand leader. At the time he was appointed he was mulling over another far more lucrative offer
from an American university. He is extremely clever and he can very quickly skim a book and get out of it
everything that re-enforces opinions he already holds. And he can do this for a mass audience. As he spoke, it
slowly dawned on him why some of the "less intellectually athletic" students were so entranced. They thought
he actually was Samuel Richardson. Since the mids he had been writing creatively as well as critically. They
are all the same bucket of whelks for Terry. You might assume that this is a man who lives life through
abstractions, but in his social living he is warm and expansive and there is always a song just below the lip.
And I like living in a culture where the chemist has a view on mercy killing or contraception. In the preface to
his book Heathcliff And The Great Hunger; Studies In Irish Culture Verso , he says, "for an Irish writer to
intervene these days in debates over Irish culture and history is always a risky business; for a semi-outsider it
is well-nigh suicidal. He pronounces himself "slightly alarmed" that leaving Oxford after more than 30 years
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was so emotionally easy, although "there were certainly some people I will miss". He is currently working on
a theoretical book about the nature and role of tragedy in life and in art and says it is, in a sense, him carrying
on a debate on the subject begun with his late Cambridge tutor begun nearly 40 years ago. Strangely, what I
believe now is pretty much what I believed when I was I might have worked in different forms, but in my
view they all work towards the same kind of end. What he works towards is a political criticism that exposes
the hollowness and irrelevancy of a lot of critical theory. The path from the tridentine creed to Trotskyism is
shorter than it seems. There is some impulse in me which is always rejecting the set up. I sometimes try a
thought experiment to imagine my way into the mind of someone who is quite content, with perhaps a reform
or two, about the world as it stands. I always find that very hard. You can call it an otherworldliness, but not in
the usual sense.
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Eagleton's essays, lectures andreviews, demonstrating the breadth and incisiveness of Eagleton'scritical judgements,
his playful, ironic intelligence, and hisprovocative intervention in the cultural debates of the past thirtyyears.

Graff argues educators cannot teach literary analysis without literary theory, and essentially students cannot
effectively analyze literature without it. However, in order for educators to effectively implement theory into
classrooms, Graff suggests academics need to organize and compartmentalize their departments. Graff looks at
the field coverage model and discusses the advantages and disadvantages of implementing it. By letting
professors teach independently, the field coverage model allows professors to avoid referring to their academic
peers about what and how they are teaching. Furthermore, Graff argues departments may face issues
implementing theory, including defining this theory. This in itself, Graff claims, is a problem because it
assumes that departments solve the cultural conflicts posed by theory. However, these cultural conflicts may
never be resolved. He concludes by stating it is necessary for students to learn about theory in order to analyze
a text, while also acting as theorists themselves. How to do Theory. The University of Minnesota, He claims
that because people typically define and categorize literature through their value-judgmentsâ€”which are
based in social ideologies and constructsâ€”no one definition of literature will be the same. By offering up
various definitions, analyzing and finally critiquing them, Eagleton concludes there is no objective definition
of literature. The first definition Eagleton introduces to readers asserts literature to be fiction or imaginary
writing, but before he even begins to define literature as fiction, Eagleton refutes this as a flawed claim.
Eagleton argues that as long as the public considers factual works as literature, the claim that literature is
fiction cannot hold. According to many of his examples, history has long been showing this claim as flawed:
Eagleton even cites certain books in the Bibleâ€”specifically Genesis, written purportedly as a historical,
factual documentâ€”as being today read as both fact and fiction. Eagleton shows the flaws of this definition of
literature to not only refute the claim that literature is fiction, but also to find the distinction between factual
and fictional writing. What one may read as factual, another may read as fictional, and Eagleton claims that
just because one may read a work as factual does not mean it should not be categorized as literature. After
exposing the holes in the particular definition of literature as fiction, Eagleton moves to his second definition:
It is with this definition that Eagleton links literature to Russian Formalism. Instead of the content of the work
influencing the definition of literature, the language and structure of a text defines literature. There are several
different ways the Formalists saw how the language, the structure, and the form shape a text, and in turn how
the language, structure, and form of a text determines if the text will be defined as literature or not. First,
Eagleton states that, to the Formalists, a text was only as good as its literary devices. These devices shaped a
text into a piece of literature and included: In this way, how the literary devices the Formalists identified used
in a text makes that text literature. Eagleton states that the Formalists would not claim the type of language
people use in everyday language should be considered literature because it does not go against the norm;, it is
not estranging. An example of this literary language that challenges readers is illustrated in the poetry by
Gerard Manley Hopkins. However, in order to differentiate between the two different types of language, the
Formalists had to define what every day, normal, language consisted of. What is to be said about language that
is estranging for some, but not others? Eagleton concludes that any kind of writing can be considered
estranging. Given this particular definition, Eagleton states the way a text is written holds more priority than
what the text actually says. This definition of literature, though, Eagleton explains, deprives readers of the
topics written about. In one example, Eagleton states: Eagleton claims this definition is weak because it leaves
too much room for interpretation. When one reads a text, she brings her background to the text. And because
anyone canâ€”and inevitably will- bring their own interpretation to a text, any text could be seen as
non-pragmatic. He explains that the texts one may rate highly would be considered literature; however, what
would become of the texts one does not value? Are these texts not considered literature because one does not
like it or consider it valuable? Basically, with this given definition, any text could potentially be considered
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literature. Literature, as a definitive category, is unstable. In this study, undergraduates were given poems, and
were asked to evaluate them without knowing the titles or the names of the authors. After attempting to define
literature, Eagleton concludes his introduction claiming literature is too subjective to define. Terry Eagleton,
the author of What is Literature? As much as I agree with Eagleton, fellow educators and the authors and
implementers of the Common Core Standards would highly disagree with his final definition or rather, lack of
a definition of literature. Arguably the largest claim Eagleton makes concerning the definition of literature
asserts the relationship to ideology, social constructs, and value-judgments can never and will never be
severed. This claim is evident in the construction and the implementation of the Common Core State
Standards and the linking reading lists that accompany the standards. The first implication I find with this
statement is its use of the term literature. To curriculum directorsâ€”and even educatorsâ€”informational text
is not categorized as literature. They distinguish between the two, making a claim that any type of
informational text is not considered literature. But why do curriculum directors alienate informational texts
from the fictional literature read in classrooms? Eagleton claims because social constructs, ideologies, and
value-judgments influence our perception of what is literature and what is not, it is fairly logical to claim these
have influenced the authors of the Common Core State Standards. Most of the authors who created the
standards were white, middle- to upper-class, businessmen who felt the need to implement criteria for students
to help prepare them for a career. These businessmen feel informational texts are more valuable for students to
read because they better prepare them for the work force. Therefore, because the authors place more value on
the informational texts, fictional literature gets left behind. By placing more of an emphasis on informational
texts, the authors affirm that fictional literature is not nearly as important to read and analyze in order for
students to prepare for the work field. The second part of the statement I find problematic claims that by grade
12 70 percent of the texts they will be reading are informational texts, which as mentioned above, are not
considered literature by curriculum writers. Well, then, what about the other 30 percent of the texts students
will be reading, presumably categorized as literature? Again, this is where social constructs, ideology and
value-judgments play a large role in what we define is literature. However, while suggesting this definition,
Eagleton claims it would be almost impossible to read literature as non-pragmatic because any text could be
read in this way. And as much as I agree with Eagleton, the authors of the new standards would disagree. This
tension between which texts the authors of the standards deem as practical to read and which ones are not
continually plague the field of education. Not only is the divide based upon what the authors of the standards
thinkâ€”their ideologiesâ€”, how they are interpreted will also be based upon these same value-judgments.
And as much as Eagleton, teachers, and the authors of curriculum disagree on what constitutes as literature,
arguably, the one and only claim they would find problematic claims that literature should be categorized as
fictional, imaginative writing. Furthermore, Eagleton claims this definition of literature characterizes literature
as only fictional; therefore, alienating any text deemed factual from this category. And even more so today, the
authors of the standards think students need to learn how to read and analyze informational texts, rather than
fiction. But again, this idea of what texts should be read, which should constitute as literature, and which are
found practical and impractical, are based on social constructs and value-judgments. Because, after analyzing
his arguments, teachers and curriculum writers might be able to see how subjective literature really is. The
informational textsâ€”not deemed as literatureâ€”might start constituting as literature, or the texts now
categorized as literature might start being read as practical. Works Cited Eagleton, Terry. Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction. Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction,
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The Eagleton Reader by Regan, S. (edt). Blackwell, This is an ex-library book and may have the usual library/used-book
markings www.enganchecubano.com book has soft covers.
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The Eagleton Reader has 4 ratings and 0 reviews. This is the first collection of Terry Eagleton's work for the theatre - St
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In The Eagleton Reader, Stephen Regan presents a lively and judicious selection of Terry Eagleton's essays, lectures
and reviews, demonstrating the breadth and incisiveness of Eagleton's critical judgements, his playful, ironic intelligence,
and his provocative intervention in the cultural debates of the past thirty years.
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Stephen Regan is a Lecturer in Literature at the Open University and was formerly tutor at Ruskin College, Oxford.
Founding editor of The Year's Work in Critical and Cultural Theory, published by Blackwell for the English Association,
he is also editor of The Politics of Pleasure: Aesthetics and Cultural Theory ().
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