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The author admits that Deutcher's book is very good, but for someone who wants a shorter introduction to the Eternal
Revolutionary, this is a good place to start. Read more 21 people found this helpful.

He arrived in Ireland at an early age after the death of his father and became professor of mathematics.
Volunteers were nationalists refusing to negotiate with the British who controlled Ireland, and were opposed
to the conscription and in favor of a violent revolution in order to liberate Ireland. But given the failure of the
revolt, poorly planned and unrealistic, de Valera surrendered with his battalion. Sentenced to death for
terrorism, he was not executed perhaps due to his American citizenship but more likely because of the
sentence which arrived too late, giving time to the opinion to plead for clemency for him. He then embarked
for the United States in search of funding for his party. On his return, fronting a wave of violence between
nationalists and the British especially illustrated by the Bloody Sunday of during which the British Army fired
on the crowd during a Gaelic football match in retaliation for the murder of 14 British agents de Valera
decided to negotiate a cease-fire with London. But refusing a partition of Ireland and without illusions about
the success of the negotiations, he refused to go himself in England. So he sent a plenipotentiary delegation
led by Michael Collins, Minister of Finance of his unofficial government. However, having to cope with a
British ultimatum, the delegation yielded and signed a treaty recognizing the partition of Ireland. This conflict
between opponents and supporters of the Anglo-Irish treaty is now called the "Irish Civil War. But Valera
discovered the Irish hostility towards his cause and decided to disarm in Three years later in , he created his
own political party, Fianna Fail, to continue his fight legally. After failing in , he won the election becoming
President of the Executive Council of Ireland. The same year, he became president of the Council of the
League of Nations in Geneva. At the same time de Valera promoted the dialogue within the League of Nations
especially after being elected President of the Assembly of the League in , while being critical of the
institution1. Indeed, he did not want to support Great Britain, the historical enemy of Ireland, nor to attack it,
risking the newly acquired independence of his country. In addition, de Valera was aware that the Irish were
not unanimous about which camps to take and he refused to take the risk to start a new civil war to decide with
whom Ireland should engage in the Second World War. But after the war de Valera was blamed by foreign
countries for the policy of independence of Ireland, in particular because it led him to offer his condolences to
the German ambassador following the suicide of Hitler but also because Ireland had become, during the war, a
"nest of spies" from Germany but also from America, Russia and Great-Britain. Indeed, de Valera, after the
war, was regarded with suspicion by the United States who assumed that those who did not support them were
their enemies. Yet, while it may seem paradoxical, Ireland benefited from the Marshall Plan in The father of a
nation Head of Government Taoiseach from to and re-elected to that post in before becoming President of the
Republic two years later, de Valera left power in , almost deaf and partially sighted. He died two years later
and rests in Glasnevin Cemetery. Irish icon, de Valera embodied a conservative, anti-feminist, traditional and
deeply Catholic Ireland. As Charles de Gaulle in France, he is the founding father of the institutions of modern
Ireland. These improbable accusations were sometimes aiming to destabilize the Fianna Fail, sometimes only
intended to start a controversy. However, the assumption that one or more major powers could have seek to
use de Valera at the dawn of World War II especially at the League of Nations remains plausible.
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This is the first of the 4 parts of the book, which will be published here online to help you prepare for
Christmas this year. The man who does not keep Christmas is an incomplete human being. Chesterton, in The
Illustrated London News, December 24, Introduction Somewhere between the time the first Christmas
displays go up in the stores, until fallen Christmas trees line the curbs of suburbia, we all have at least a
moment where we cannot wait until after Christmas. At some point between the ever-earlier gift guides and
Christmas advertising and the seemingly impossible task of fitting decorations back into boxes, we all have at
least one moment where we sigh and recall what life was like outside of Christmastime. It might be hearing a
certain Christmas song once too many times. Or yet another trip to the shopping centers packed with people
too busy for common courtesy. Or shuddering at the thought of all those Christmas cards to send. Or, the
headache before going to church. The holiday villains that have endeared themselves to us are works of human
fiction, and in being such they are a reflection of real human experiences and traits. In other words, when we
grow irritable with Christmas we are acting on the same principles as some of the most despicable villains of
Christmas. But which one, and why? And most important, how do we overcome the issues with Christmas to
enjoy it to its fullest? These questions are the premise of this book, in which four infamous Christmas
characters are compared to ordinary folk like you and I. They seem to be the four archetypes of all true
Christmas villains, in those truly Christmas stories. This is a Christmas book; that is, it is a book about the
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Whatever past, present, and future form of paganism shall use the
traditions, trimmings and celebration, the purpose of Christmas is still marking the pivotal moment in history
in which God became man for our salvation. Therefore this book is written from a Christian perspective.
However, even if you are not Christian, there may be some comfort to be found here. The Grinch hated
Christmas! The whole Christmas season! No one quite knows the reason. The Grinch lives on a mountain
overlooking Who-ville, just as Geisel lived on Mt. Soledad, overlooking the town of La Jolla in California.
The parallels in the story are not accidental. Something had gone wrong with Christmas, I realized, or more
likely with me. Respectfully, I am not going to imply that my assumptions of the Grinch are the reflection
Geisel saw in his bathroom mirror. The Grinch reflects a common enough holiday attitude in the rest of us.
Disregarding the lengthy backstory created in the Jim Carrey movie version and sticking to the roots, of
course. Before we can treat the Grinch, we need to identify what it is that drives him to such extreme hatred of
Christmas. First, there is the noise of the celebration on Christmas morning, beginning with the children
getting their toys. In his futile attempt to stop Christmas, the Grinch steals the gifts, the decorations, and the
food for the feast in the hope of causing the Whos to bemoan the loss of Christmas. To the Grinch, the Whos
were silly, shallow, and sentimental creatures that were incapable of genuine feelings of goodwill during the
Christmas season. The noise and the toys can represent the bustle and increased activity Christmas brings.
From late October or earlier through the end of December, just about everywhere you look the world is
changed to all things Christmas. When you see it year after year, in every place, for two solid months, it gets
old. Knowing that many commercial interests, such as stores and corporate-sponsored displays are in it only
for the money makes it worse. The giving of gifts, driven by an undercurrent of enterprising retailers and
manufacturers, has become a necessity of the Christmas season. Charities solicit donations of toys, for there is
nothing more sad than the image of a child with no gifts at Christmas. When you stop to think of it, the
poverty of that idea is much more melancholy than the lack of gifts. We eat too much. We spend too much.
We buy things we do not need. Rather than joy, the deadly sins of gluttony and greed seem to be more
common sentiments of the season. The cynical realization that some who so lavishly celebrate Christmas care
little for the reason or principles of the holiday reeks of hypocrisy. The idea of such an odious twisting of the
celebration leads to anger, and from anger to sullenness, snarkiness, depression, and in the case of the Grinch,
thoughts of malice and ill will. The singing can easily be likened to the seasonal music heard at Christmas.
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The things used in the celebration of Christmas â€” the trimmings, the singing, the gifts, the food â€” irritate
him immensely. He no longer sees if he ever did the reason for celebrating Christmas itself. Because he does
not see the why, the celebration of Christmas rings hollow and noisy. You may even enjoy Christmas, and
most of the celebratory activities. However, one or more things annoy you just enough to make you want to
get it over with. Traditions are a good thing, but like Christmas cookies, too much of them can be hazardous to
your health. There is a story about a family Christmas dinner, in which the hostess was preparing the turkey on
Christmas morning. Just before putting the bird in the oven, she cut the neck off and placed it beside the
turkey in the roasting pan. If a tradition, celebration, or practice stands in the way of you celebrating the joy of
Christmas, cut it out, like a cancer, before it spreads and kills your Christmas spirit altogether. Any particular
tradition or celebration is done for the sake of Christmas, not the other way around. There are also those who
are overly distracted positively by particular celebrations of Christmas. They obsessively need to do make a
big Christmas dinner, have a real Christmas tree, or Christmas is ruined for them. They have become enslaved
by a particular celebration of Christmas. Sit down with your family and discuss what activities each of you
likes the most, and which activities you each find annoying. If there is anything that is unanimously detested,
do not keep doing it! If you have a Grinch in your life, a friend, family member, or co-worker, ask them what
things they dislike the most. Share with them the things that drive you up a wall about the celebration of
Christimas. Then turn the discussion towards things they enjoy about the season. Try to reinforce those aspects
they find positive as best you can. Christmas will always come without the trimmings. It will come without
ribbons. It will come without tags. It will come without packages, boxes and tags. It will still come without
gifts, turkey or feast, and it is not caused by Christmas cards in the least. It will come without Santa, it will
come without candy. It can come without music, if you find that idea dandy. Music is a very personal taste, so
carefully choose songs and renditions that you find uplifting. If necessary, avoid randomized playlists like the
radio or streaming music services; the wrong song can send you into the depths at an emotional time such as
Christmas is.
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This post is an excerpt from my book, I Hate Christmas!How to Identify and Overcome Your Inner Christmas
www.enganchecubano.com is the fourth of the 4 parts of the book, which will be published here online to help you
prepare for Christmas this year.

Hire Writer Slavery in our society is viewed as a despicable blight on our past. Every human on this planet
with any compassion acknowledges that the practice of slavery is an atrocious thing. Yet, slavery does not
seem relevant to us, like the Civil War it has become a piece of history. We learn about it in school, and then
we move on with our lives. We convince ourselves that we human beings have evolved for the better. Slavery
still torments this planet; we have just grown more ignorant to its existence. Today in Mauritania, slavery is
evident everywhere. Despite the law banning its practice, little action has been taken. Slaves work day in and
day out growing crops that the population depends on for food and economic survival. Although some
Mauritanian slaves are paid for their work, modern day slavery is still very similar to slavery of the past
because the motif is still greed, the treatment is just as cruel, and it is still a practice that revolves around race.
In Mauritania agriculture is the main source of income. To sustain their agricultural economy, Mauritania
needs people to work the fields. After allowing slaves to do it for over eight hundred years, finding the money
to actually pay laborers is no easy task. Mauritania is by no means a thriving country. Money is still hard to
come by, and although things are improving, the government realizes that they do not have the means to
finance a labor force. Thus, slavery continues to exist because free or cheap labor is the easiest way for a
hurting country to stay afloat. In the past, the motives for slavery were very similar. Central America parts of
the US offered perfect climates for growing crops, especially sugar, and sugar at the time was is high demand.
Mauritania still has slavery because of greed, and slavery occurred in the past because of greed. Cleary, as far
as motives go, the two have a lot in common. Some people would argue that slavery has actually evolved to a
more humane practice. Yet, because the salaries are so small, and because masters still determine what to pay
their slaves, slavery is still a horrific thing. Their masters punish them cruelly for every mishap, for every sign
of discontentment. Through barbaric violence masters exert their authority and keep their slaves loyal. Thus,
the slaves live in fear everyday. They strain themselves endlessly, pushing their bodies to the limit. They know
that hard work, no matter how arduous, will always be a better alternative then getting beaten by their master.
Masters of the past acted violently as well. Just like today in Mauritania, slaves had to keep working and had
to stay loyal to avoid punishment. The wretched treatment of slaves has barely changed at all, for Mauritanian
slaves are still callously beaten on a regular basis. In the 15th to 18th century, when a slave was given his or
her freedom, things only changed slightly. Slavery was based off of color, and dark skinned Africans were the
ones being enslaved. So, even after being freed an African man or woman still faced constant discrimination.
Haratines, or darker skinned Mauritanians, were most commonly enslaved. After being freed, a Haratine slave
is still considered to be almost worthless by lighter skinned Mauritanians. They are viewed as insignificant
members of society, and thus celebration seldom accompanies freedom. In the past slavery was racial, and in
modern day Mauritania it continues to be. Slavery is not something that only exists in history books. It fact, its
presence plagues this world every day. Slavery in Mauritania is just as bad as slavery in the past; in fact it is
almost exactly the same. The motives still revolve around greed, violence is still used daily, and race is still
what determines who is free and who is not. We have not evolved as people or as a planet, for modern day
slavery is just as brutal as its predecessor.
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Trotsky: The Eternal RevolutionaryBy Dmitri VolkogonovTranslated and edited by Harold ShukmanThe Free Press,
pages, $When the Bolsheviks seized power in Russia in November , two figures.

More by this Author The following propositions have been urged: First, that some faith in our life is required
even to improve it; second, that some dissatisfaction with things as they are is necessary even in order to be
satisfied; third, that to have this necessary content and necessary discontent it is not sufficient to have the
obvious equilibrium of the Stoic. For mere resignation has neither the gigantic levity of pleasure nor the
superb intolerance of pain. There is a vital objection to the advice merely to grin and bear it. The objection is
that if you merely bear it, you do not grin. Greek heroes do not grin: And when a Christian is pleased, he is in
the most exact sense frightfully pleased; his pleasure is frightful. Christ prophesied the whole of Gothic
architecture in that hour when nervous and respectable people such people as now object to barrel organs
objected to the shouting of the gutter-snipes of Jerusalem. He said, "If these were silent, the very stones would
cry out. The prophecy has fulfilled itself: We have hundreds more books for your enjoyment. If these things be
conceded, though only for argument, we may take up where we left it the thread of the thought of the natural
man, called by the Scotch with regrettable familiarity , "The Old Man. Some satisfaction is needed even to
make things better. But what do we mean by making things better? Most modern talk on this matter is a mere
argument in a circle--that circle which we have already made the symbol of madness and of mere rationalism.
Evolution is only good if it produces good; good is only good if it helps evolution. The elephant stands on the
tortoise, and the tortoise on the elephant. Obviously, it will not do to take our ideal from the principle in
nature; for the simple reason that except for some human or divine theory , there is no principle in nature. For
instance, the cheap anti-democrat of to-day will tell you solemnly that there is no equality in nature. He is
right, but he does not see the logical addendum. There is no equality in nature; also there is no inequality in
nature. Inequality, as much as equality, implies a standard of value. To read aristocracy into the anarchy of
animals is just as sentimental as to read democracy into it. Both aristocracy and democracy are human ideals:
But nature does not say that cats are more valuable than mice; nature makes no remark on the subject. She
does not even say that the cat is enviable or the mouse pitiable. We think the cat superior because we have or
most of us have a particular philosophy to the effect that life is better than death. But if the mouse were a
German pessimist mouse, he might not think that the cat had beaten him at all. He might think he had beaten
the cat by getting to the grave first. Or he might feel that he had actually inflicted frightful punishment on the
cat by keeping him alive. Just as a microbe might feel proud of spreading a pestilence, so the pessimistic
mouse might exult to think that he was renewing in the cat the torture of conscious existence. It all depends on
the philosophy of the mouse. You cannot even say that there is victory or superiority in nature unless you have
some doctrine about what things are superior. You cannot even say that the cat scores unless there is a system
of scoring. You cannot even say that the cat gets the best of it unless there is some best to be got.
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TROTSKY: The Eternal Revolutionary User Review - Kirkus. A revealing biography of perhaps the most tragic figure of
the Russian Revolution. Leon Trotsky was once portrayed as the pivotal figure of the revolution, as idealistic as Lenin
but far less ruthless.

The revolution he led in tiny Cuba had an impact over time which was magnified manifold. The overthrow of
the hated Batista regime led to the first socialist revolution in the Western hemisphere. At the age of 33, Fidel
became the leader of the revolutionary government and under his leadership, Cuba made remarkable strides in
creating a socially just society. Castro and his revolutionary government was able to show what socialism is
capable of â€” abolition of illiteracy, universal education, a health care system which compares with the best
in the advanced countries, equal rights for women in all spheres and racial equality in a country which used to
have slave plantation labour. For five decades, Fidel Castro led Cuba in fighting off various conspiracies to
destroy socialist Cuba. As it was later revealed, the CIA had organised hundreds of attempts to assassinate
him. Fidel survived ten American presidents who tried unsuccessfully to topple him, starting with the Bay of
Pigs invasion in by President Kennedy. Fidel was the David who challenged the imperialist Goliath and won.
The Cuban revolution became a beacon light for all revolutionary and progressive movements in Latin
America and inspired the Left advances there. Fidel Castro, along with his close comrade-in-arms Che
Guevara, became revolutionary icons for generations of young people. No other Communist leader in the
post-second world war period had such an internationalist vision as Fidel. He dispatched the Cuban armed
forces to help Angola and Mozambique fight the depredations of the counter-revolutionary forces backed by
the racist South African regime. Little is known in India about the signal contribution of Fidel and the Cuban
revolutionaries to the liberation of Southern Africa. This defeat led to the withdrawal of the army of the South
African apartheid regime from Angola. It also had to withdraw its troops from Namibia paving the way for its
liberation. Cuito Cuanavale destroyed the myth of the invincibility of the army of racist South Africa and
hastened the end of the apartheid regime. Nelson Mandela, after the liberation of South Africa, publicly
expressed his gratitude to Fidel Castro. Fidel was a revolutionary who used Marxism creatively. He applied
Marxism to the concrete conditions of an underdeveloped country, drew on its national-cultural resources and
pioneered a path to socialism which had an enormous impact on the third world. His was a phenomenal
intelligence with an unusual capacity to absorb and analyse vast amounts of information. Fidel was an
extraordinary orator. No other Communist leader could make such powerful and incisive speeches which
could move the people to action, to revolutionary heights. His speeches, often ranging up to four hours were
not just empty rhetoric but filled with political analysis, facts and statistical illustrations which the people
could grasp and understand. Fidel used to quote Lenin to the effect that it is not enough to make a revolution,
we have to learn to defend that revolution. For 47 years, Fidel led the defence of the Cuban revolution against
all odds, against an imperialist power which was bent upon destroying it. The finest hour in this long defence,
for Fidel, was the period from to â€” the eight years â€” when Cuba was in severe economic difficulties and
under siege. The Cuban economy was crippled after the rupture with the Soviet-led Comecon bloc of
countries. It is utilising this difficulty that the United States stepped up the economic warfare against Cuba.
The US Congress adopted laws which aimed to penalise third countries which had economic and trade ties
with Cuba. Fidel and the Cuban government refused to bow down to this blackmail. It called upon the people
to make sacrifices in order to defend the socialist system. In India, Cuba and Fidel have always had a special
place in the hearts of Communists, progressive and democrats. One of the most extensive solidarity campaigns
for Cuba was conducted at a time when Cuba was in dire economic difficulties after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Under the leadership of Harkishan Singh Surjeet, a campaign was conducted in to collect wheat to send
a shipload to Cuba. Also collected in this campaign were medicines. Eventually a ship with ten thousand tons
of wheat was dispatched in December At the function to receive the shipment at the Havana harbor, in the
presence of Surjeet and M A Baby, Castro declared: I first saw him at the World Youth Festival in Havana in
When he appeared unannounced at the Lenin Park where the concluding festivities were being held, there was
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a thrill that ran through the assembled participants and a scramble to shake his hand. Many of those young
men and women, particularly from Latin America, went on to become leaders and activists of revolutionary
movements and some became government leaders. The speech Fidel made on this occasion at Santa Clara
remains still vivid in my memory. It was a magisterial survey of the Cuban revolution and the worldwide
struggle against imperialism. Cuba has survived despite the longest economic blockade faced by any country
in the world. In the face of unrelenting US hostility, it has maintained its unique social system and refused to
subject itself to the depredations of neo-liberal capitalism. Cuba inspired the national liberation struggles in
Africa; it provided the ideological wherewithal for struggles for popular and national sovereignty in Latin
America which led to the Left advances. Cuba, by its example, fuelled the aspirations of the peoples of the
third world for freedom, social justice and equality. All this is the precious revolutionary legacy left behind by
Fidel Castro.
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importance of commemoration. Let us celebrate the anniversaries of great.

September 12, Subramania Bharati, who died ninety-six years ago on September 11, , but whose fame is still
growing, wrote about the importance of commemoration. Let us celebrate the anniversaries of great people
and great events, he urged, to remind us of who we are and what is possible â€” to inspire us. The year marks
another great and troubling anniversary: Bharati was a contemporary observer of those events. They were
watched closely by Bharati in his capacity as a journalist, but they received some of their most passionate
commentary at the hands of Bharati the poet. He was one of the pioneers of the national movement in South
India; yet the role of nationalists from the South in the construction of modern India increasingly seems to be
relegated to the sidelines by modern historians. In fact, the region offered the Indian national movement some
of its most dedicated and cogent supporters â€” lawyer and writer V. Chidambaram Pillai, who dared to
compete with the British shipping monopoly operating in India and was subject to imprisonment and hard
labour for his activities, to name only a few. It is Parashakti made manifest. As a member of the Congress
party, Bharati travelled to North India to participate in Congress meetings. Sadly, his own dream of travel
outside India would never become a reality, as he spent most of his life as an outlaw under the British regime
â€” a writer who could not publish his own writings to earn a living. For Bharati, nationalism could never
mean a turning inward, a focus on national interest in the narrow sense, to the exclusion of the world at large.
For Russia at the beginning of the twentieth century was a country in chaos, labouring under traditions of
absolutist rule and a feudalistic social structure that condemned a large proportion of the population to poverty
and indentured servitude. Dissent had long been a dangerous game to play, as Bharati notes in his poem, and
the flowering of Russian literature and social commentary in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
involved major personal and political risks for writers. It was in this environment that the ideals of
communism took hold â€” revolution by the working classes to establish a more just society, with common
ownership of property and the overriding goal of egalitarianism â€” and inspired vast swathes of the
population, not only in Russia, but throughout the Western world. The tsar remained a final bastion of
absolutism, a symbol of all that was wrong with the old order in a world stirred by the ideals of modernity. His
abdication, following the first Russian revolution of February , was a tremendous blow to that dying world
order. Bharati saw it as a sign of the times, and a beacon of hope for the entire world. It was also a particular
call to action for Indians â€” the defeat of the tsar proved that no government, however deeply entrenched,
however brutally enforced, could stand firm against the rising forces of mass revolution, particularly when that
revolution was inspired by the great ideals of equality and human rights. It is notable that these happenings in
a far-off land are described by the poet in the most Indian imagery imaginable, showing how close to his heart
those happenings were, and how intimately relatable to the Indian situation. With the chilling benefit of
hindsight, it is easy to forget how compelling some of the ideological elements of communism actually were
for contemporary observers. Shortly after the Bolsheviks established a new government, they proceeded to
nationalise, not only material property, but also, intellectual property. The works of Russian writers, including
Pushkin, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, and others, were nationalized in the years , with the goal of making literature
and, thereby, education widely accessible to the Russian public. In many ways, the twentieth century was the
most ironic of epochs. The era that gave birth to the ideals of human rights, and recognised the concept of
egalitarianism at every level â€” from individuals to nation-states, ethnic minorities, and Aboriginal peoples
â€” also witnessed the brutalities of two world wars, and the cynicism of political deal-brokering on the
international stage. It was the century of ruined promises â€” of the failures of Communism, decolonisation,
and, ultimately, democratisation, as these revolutionary ideals, in the best sense of the term, fell prey to
corruption. The twenty-first century has now brought us the vicious spectacle of national pride turned against
minorities and women. Bharati would not have hesitated to condemn these developments; his own
nationalism, unshakably rooted in internationalism and individualism, and inspired by his deep reading of
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ancient Indian literature, was as clear-sighted as it was passionate. A firm believer in reason and science, he
was always the first to acknowledge the shortcomings of the past and the moral failings of tradition, whether
in India or elsewhere. His appeal was to our common humanity, and neither tradition nor history could ever be
a valid reason for denying it. In this sense, his message is one of eternal revolution. It remains nothing less
than profoundly relevant today. The author is a great-granddaughter of Mahakavi Bharati. She holds a DPhil
from Oxford University, where her research involved the study of Russian law and history.
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With Nelson Mandela in Houghton, Johannesburg, in The revolution he led in tiny Cuba had an impact over
time which was magnified manifold. The overthrow of the hated Batista regime led to the first Socialist
revolution in the Western hemisphere. At the age of 33, Fidel became the leader of the revolutionary
government and under his leadership, Cuba made remarkable strides in creating a socially just society. Castro
and his revolutionary government was able to show what Socialism is capable of -- abolition of illiteracy,
universal education, a health care system which compares with the best in the advanced countries, equal rights
for women in all spheres and racial equality in a country which used to have slave plantation labour. For five
decades, Fidel Castro led Cuba in fighting off various conspiracies to destroy Socialist Cuba. As it was later
revealed, the CIA had organised hundreds of attempts to assassinate him. Fidel survived 10 American
presidents who tried unsuccessfully to topple him, starting with the Bay of Pigs invasion in by President
Kennedy. Fidel was the David who challenged the imperialist Goliath and won. The Cuban revolution became
a beacon light for all revolutionary and progressive movements in Latin America and inspired the Left
advances there. Fidel Castro, along with his close comrade-in-arms Che Guevara, became revolutionary icons
for generations of young people. No other Communist leader after Lenin had such an internationalist vision as
Fidel. He dispatched the Cuban armed forces to help Angola and Mozambique from the depredations of the
counter-revolutionary forces backed by the racist South African regime. Little is known in India about the
signal contribution of Fidel and the Cuban revolutionaries to the liberation of Southern Africa. This defeat led
to the withdrawal of the army of the South African apartheid regime from Angola. It also had to withdraw its
troops from Namibia paving the way for its liberation. Cuito Carnivale destroyed the myth of invincibility of
the army of racist South Africa and hastened the end of the apartheid regime. Nelson Mandela, after the
liberation of South Africa, publicly expressed his gratitude to Fidel Castro. Fidel was a revolutionary who
used Marxism creatively. He applied Marxism to the concrete conditions of an underdeveloped country, drew
on its national-cultural resources and pioneered a path to Socialism which had an enormous impact on the
Third World. For people of my generation, Fidel was the living embodiment of revolution. I first saw him at
the World Youth Festival in Havana in When he appeared unannounced at the Lenin Park where the
concluding festivities were being held, there was a thrill that ran through the assembled participants and a
scramble to shake his hand. Many of those young men and women, particularly from Latin America, went on
to become leaders and activists of revolutionary movement and some became government leaders. The speech
Fidel made on this occasion at Santa Clara remains still vivid in my memory. It was a magisterial survey of
the Cuban revolution and the worldwide struggle against imperialism. Cuba has survived despite the longest
economic blockade faced by any country in the world. In the face of unrelenting US hostility, it has
maintained its unique social system and refused to subject itself to the depredations of neo-liberal capitalism.
This is the legacy of an eternal revolutionary.
8: Chicago Tribune - We are currently unavailable in your region
General Volkogonov did not live to see the English version of this biography from his remarkable trilogy. The first
volume, on Stalin, was published in Russian in ; the third, on Lenin, in Volkogonov lacks the great biographer's ability to
bring his subjects to life, but no matter. He is.
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If these things be conceded, though only for argument, we may take up where we left it the thread of the thought of the
natural man, called by the Scotch (with regrettable familiarity), "The Old Man.".
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