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See other formats For over four hundred years, Catholic scholars depicted the Reformer as a heretical
schismatic. Exsurqe Domine , the papal bull of excommunication issued by Leo X on June 15, , set the tone
for future Catholic biographers of the Reformer: Arise, Lord, and judge thy cause. A wild boar has invaded thy
vineyard. We can scarcely express our grief over the ancient heresies which have been revived. Anyone who
presumes to infringe our excommunication and anathema will stand under the wrath of Almighty God and of
the apostles Peter and Paul. Catholic historians began a significant re-evaluation of the Reformer in this
century. The ecumenical movement and the pronouncements of Vatican II paved the way for Catholics to take
Luther and his reformation seriously. Far from condemning him and slandering his character, some
contemporary Catholics actually suggested canonizing the former Augustinian monk as a basic step toward
healing the sixteenth century schism. It seeks to demonstrate how Catholic attitudes toward the Reformer have
changed, especially in the twentieth century. The paper primarily focuses upon literature produced by German
scholars. The author argued that Luther, as an Augustinian monk, was jealous of the lucrative indulgence trade
enjoyed by Tetzel and the Dominicans. At the age of fifteen he indulged in illicit sex with his benefactress,
Frau cotta zu Eisenach. Although the work compiled and preserved an interesting body of sixteenth century
literature, the author ignored accounts of Luther as told by Melanchthon or other Protestants close to the
Reformer. The Commentaria was a collection of unreliable stories that depicted Luther as an immoral demon
designed to dissuade the faithful from joining his movement. The work set a polemical standard and provided
a ready resource for Catholic historians. Belonging to the second generation of the Reformation, he was a
former Calvinist who became a staunch supporter of the Catholic faith. Born at 3 Engen in , he joined the
Society of Jesus in and became an active writer and preacher near Munich. He preached several years at
Ratisbon, where many Lutherans converted to Catholicism under his ministry. IS Before his death in , Vetter
wrote hundreds of books and popular tracts aimed at discrediting Luther and Protestantism. They believed it
appropriate to deal harshly with one who had maliciously torn the Church asunder and led millions astray
through heretical teachings. It was the sole purpose of their writings to depict Luther as the personification of
evil, the adversary of the Church, and the enemy of truth. Weislinger studied philosophy at the University of
Heidelberg beginning in After graduation, he prepared for ordination as a priest under the direction of Jesuits
at Strasburg. He wrote his argument in coarse and vulgar language. Weislinger wrote 4 other polemical
treatises, and his works were read throughout southern Germany. His work enjoyed popular appeal and
underwent several printings. Mid-century brought the publication of a two volume work intended to expose
the immorality of Luther and his wife, Catherine von Bora. In Eusebius Englehard published Lucefer Wi
ttenberqenis. Martin Luther, out of his dirty tabletalk. As the title suggested, Catherine and Martin appeared as
something less than outstanding examples of Christian virtue. The nineteenth century brought a somewhat
more moderate evaluation. The influence of Leopold von Ranke upon German historians brought a more
objective methodology to historical inquiry. John Adam Mohler, a brilliant professor of history at the
University of Tubingen and later at Munich, published in a book entitled Symbol i k. Between and , he
published three volumes entitled, Die Reformation. He attacked von Ranke and other Protestant historians,
stressing the importance of religious tradition. The Reformation destroyed the unity and authority of Latin
Christendom, and became the seed-bed of rational phi losophy. He gathered statements made by Luther about
the inability of Reformers to agree and cooperate together. This supposed self-incriminating evidence became
"proof" that the Reformer himself regretted the break with Rome. Janseen saw the Medieval Church as a
dynamic institution aware of its internal weaknesses. Events in Germany shattered its own attempts at
self-reformation. The sixteenth and seventeenth century works, represented by Cochlaeus, Pistorius, and
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Vetter, severed only to arm eighteenth and nineteenth century writers with a massive amount of polemical
source material. The attack of Do! Rather than trying to understand the religious motives behind his actions,
Catholic historians attacked him as a heretical schismatic who destroyed the unity of the Church.
Unfortunately, this prevailing attitude remained dominate in Catholicism until well into the twentieth century.
Father Heinrich Seuse Denifle published an eight-hundred-sixty page work at Manz in entitled, Luther und
Luthertum. Denifle had a good reputation in scholarly circles, having published several works on fourteenth
century mysticisrr. As associate to the General of the Dominican Order, he traveled across Europe searching
for manuscripts to be included in a new edition of the works of Thomas Aquinas. Reflecting upon his work
Denifle declared "My sole source for the study of Luther was Luther. However, Denifle made clear his
position on Luther and the Reformation when he wrote: Once admit that Protestantism and Catholicism are
two equally authorized religious convictions which represent at the most two different aspects of the Christian
life, then if one of the sides is heretical, so is the other. When John Eck and other Catholic scholars pointed
this out, Luther was to proud to receive instruction, admit his error, and submit to the authority of the Church.
Because he was an theological ignoramus, he consistently misquoted Augustine, the Rhineland Mystics, and
other ancient and contemporary writers. Moreover, he consistently misquoted Scripture and misrepresented
the teachings and practices of the Church in order to defend his ridiculous doctrines. He was a man of the
gutter, engaging in all manner of indecent language and obscene vul gari ties. The only trouble with Luther
was his lust, his sin, and that to be free to sin. The Church needed a successor who could discredit Luther in a
more subtle tone. Between he published three volumes, simply titled Luther, spanning more than two thousand
pages. Luther was physically, mentally, and spiritually ill. He suffered from bad heredity because his father
was a drunkard and his mother 10 melanchol Ic. He entered the monastery as a neurotic, and tragically ended
up as a hopeless psychopath. He denied that Justification by Faith was the result of an inward conversion
experience. This was his unfavorable estimate of good works and of any effort, natural or supernatural, on the
part of man. He said "the only arguments on which these assertions of great inward corruption could be stated,
viz. The genesis of a more progressive interpretation of the Reformer and his word began with an article in the
periodical Hochl an d , entitled "Martin Luthers religiose Psyche. He created a more favorable climate for
ecumenical study by conceding that Luther was a truly religious person. Kiefl wrote, "the primary religious
motivation in Luther, which has set its mark on the Reformation for centuries, is indelibly religious. The
proclamation of this belief did not signal a moral regression by the Reformer because the ultimate result of
faith was good works p. Second, Kiefl maintained that Luther was not ignorant of Catholic theology, but
displayed a sound knowledge of orthodox doctrine. Kiefl argued that Luther demonstrated a better
understanding of Catholic dogma than Erasmus and other humanists pp. He took the psychopathic personality
attributed to Luther and reinterpreted it in terms of religious experience. Following this landmark development
in Catholic historiography, twelve years passed before Alfred von Martin edited a collection of essays by both
Catholic and Protestant theologians entitled, Luther in okumenischer Sicht. If this were not the case, wrote
Merkle, then Luther "would have to appear as the greatest miracle-worker in history, if he had brought about
the mass exodus from a thriving Church at the high point of achieving its task. Brach die Kirche mit ihm?
Luther erred in his estimation that the Catholic hierarchy was dispensable, but correct in his observation that
the individual soul received too little attention in Church dogma p. A third essay, written by Anton Fischer,
entitled "Was der betende Luther der ganzen Christenheit zu sagen hat. Luther based 13 his prayers upon
Scripture p. The author concluded this sympathetic treatment with the following ecumenical plea: The fighting
Luther wounds; the praying Luther heals! The fighting Luther divides, the praying Luther unites! Luther the
fighter belongs to the past; Luther the man of prayer - may his mission begin in the present! In he published
Die Erforschung der kirchlichen Reformationqeschichte seit Kiefl and other scholars of the early twentieth
century laid the foundation for a major rei nterpretation of Luther and the Protestant Reformation. Formerly,
Catholic writers refused to use this term, preferring the words "apostasy" or "schism" to describe events. The
work was an extended biography with Luther as its central point of focus. Lortz saw the Church as primarily
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responsible for the sixteenth 14 century schism I. The Church was already in a state of fragmentation before
the Reformation began. Within this context of social ferment, Lortz attempted to analyze and understand
Luther. He saw the influence of Occamism upon Luther as fundamental to understanding the Reformation I.
Occamism taught that God was arbitrary in his dealings with man. Lortz, however, denies that Occamism was
within the traditional teaching of the Church. The Occamist system is radically uncatholic. It is easy to see
what a colossal burden it was bound to lay upon the over-anxious Luther struggling to feel free from sin I.
Luther revolted against Occamist tendencies that crept into the late Medieval Church, Luther was not a heretic.
He attacked heresy within the Church. Humanism was another important influence upon Luther. Humanism
tends to focus upon man as the primary actor in the cosmic order I. In light of this influence, Luther
emphasized individual religious experience and held the Roman priestly hierarchy in 15 contempt.
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Get this from a library! The figure of Martin Luther in twentieth-century German literature: the metamorphosis of a
national symbol. [George B von der Lippe].

Names of Germany Roman limes and modern boundaries. The German term Deutsche originates from the Old
High German word diutisc from diot "people" , referring to the Germanic "language of the people". It is not
clear how commonly, if at all, the word was used as an ethnonym in Old High German. Used as a noun, ein
diutscher in the sense of "a German" emerges in Middle High German , attested from the second half of the
12th century. It was loaned into Middle English as almains in the early 14th century. The word Dutch is
attested in English from the 14th century, denoting continental West Germanic "Dutch" and "German" dialects
and their speakers. The English term Germans is only attested from the midth century, based on the classical
Latin term Germani used by Julius Caesar and later Tacitus. It gradually replaced Dutch and Almains, the
latter becoming mostly obsolete by the early 18th century. Originally part of the Holy Roman Empire , around
independent German states emerged during its decline after the Peace of Westphalia in ending the Thirty
Years War. These states eventually formed into modern Germany in the 19th century. By 55 BC, the
Germans[ citation needed ] had reached the Danube river and had either assimilated or otherwise driven out
the Celts who had lived there, and had spread west into what is now Belgium and France. The Limes
Germanicus was breached in AD Migrating Germanic tribes commingled with the local Gallo-Roman
populations in what is now Swabia and Bavaria. The arrival of the Huns in Europe resulted in Hun conquest of
large parts of Eastern Europe, the Huns initially were allies of the Roman Empire who fought against
Germanic tribes, but later the Huns cooperated with the Germanic tribe of the Ostrogoths, and large numbers
of Germans lived within the lands of the Hunnic Empire of Attila. These five tribes, sometimes with inclusion
of the Frisians , are considered as the major groups to take part in the formation of the Germans. Medieval
period Further information: The process was gradual and lacked any clear definition, and the use of exonyms
designating "the Germans" develops only during the High Middle Ages. After Christianization , the Roman
Catholic Church and local rulers led German expansion and settlement in areas inhabited by Slavs and Balts,
known as Ostsiedlung. During the wars waged in the Baltic by the Catholic German Teutonic Knights ; the
lands inhabited by the ethnic group of the Old Prussians the current reference to the people known then simply
as the "Prussians" , were conquered by the Germans. At the same time, naval innovations led to a German
domination of trade in the Baltic Sea and parts of Eastern Europe through the Hanseatic League. Along the
trade routes, Hanseatic trade stations became centers of the German culture. German town law Stadtrecht was
promoted by the presence of large, relatively wealthy German populations, their influence and political power.
Thus people who would be considered "Germans", with a common culture, language, and worldview different
from that of the surrounding rural peoples, colonized trading towns as far north of present-day Germany as
Bergen in Norway , Stockholm in Sweden , and Vyborg now in Russia. The Hanseatic League was not
exclusively German in any ethnic sense: The Empire itself was not entirely German either. It had a
multi-ethnic and multi-lingual structure, some of the smaller ethnicities and languages used at different times
were Dutch, Italian, French, Czech and Polish. The Napoleonic Wars were the cause of the final dissolution of
the Holy Roman Empire, and ultimately the cause for the quest for a German nation state in 19th-century
German nationalism. After the Congress of Vienna , Austria and Prussia emerged as two competitors. Austria,
trying to remain the dominant power in Central Europe, led the way in the terms of the Congress of Vienna.
The Congress of Vienna was essentially conservative, assuring that little would change in Europe and
preventing Germany from uniting. By the s, large numbers of Jewish German women had intermarried with
Christian German men and had converted to Christianity. Bismarck appears in white. The Grand Duke of
Baden stands beside Wilhelm, leading the cheers. German nationalism became the sole focus of the German
Question which was the question of how Germany was going to be best unified into a nation-state. It created
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the German Empire in as a German nation-state , effectively excluding the multi-ethnic Austrian Habsburg
monarchy and Liechtenstein. Integrating the Austrian Germans nevertheless remained a strong desire for many
people of Germany and Austria, especially among the liberals, the social democrats and also the Catholics
who were a minority within the Protestant Germany. During the 19th century in the German territories, rapid
population growth due to lower death rates, combined with poverty, spurred millions of Germans to emigrate,
chiefly to the United States. Volksdeutsche and Reichsdeutsche The German Empire of â€” Nearly million
people around the world were of German ancestry in The dissolution of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire after
World War I led to a strong desire of the population of the new Republic of German Austria to be integrated
into Germany or Switzerland. This idea was initially welcomed by many ethnic Germans in Sudetenland , [72]
Austria, [73] Poland , Danzig and western Lithuania , particularly the Germans from Klaipeda Memel. The
Swiss resisted the idea. They had viewed themselves as a distinctly separate nation since the Peace of
Westphalia of Many of those had inhabited these lands for centuries, developing a unique culture. Germans
were also forced to leave the former eastern territories of Germany , which were annexed by Poland Silesia ,
Pomerania , parts of Brandenburg and southern part of East Prussia and the Soviet Union northern part of East
Prussia. Between 12 and 16,5 million ethnic Germans and German citizens were expelled westwards to
allied-occupied Germany. German language The native language of Germans is German, a West Germanic
language , related to and classified alongside English and Dutch , and sharing many similarities with the North
Germanic and Scandinavian languages. German has been replaced by English as the dominant language of
science-related Nobel Prize laureates during the second half of the 20th century.
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Finally, the study considers the Luther figure in the context of German reunification - whether the Luther figure is a viable
cultural symbol for Germans at the end of their most tumultuous century. This work targets an audience of Germanists
and theologians, as well as those with a general interest in German cultural history.

Martin Luther The German reformer Martin Luther was the first and greatest figure in the 16th-century
Reformation. A composer of commentaries on Scripture, theology, and ecclesiastical abuses, a hymnologist,
and a preacher, from his own time to the present he has been a symbol of Protestantism. Martin Luther was
born at Eisleben in Saxony on Nov. In Martin was sent to the Latin school at Mansfeld, in to Magdeburg, and
in to Eisenach. His early education was typical of lateth-century practice. Martin was enrolled at the
University of Erfurt in He received a bachelor of arts degree in and a master of arts in In the same year he
enrolled in the faculty of law, giving every sign of being a dutiful and, likely, a very successful son. Religious
Conversion Between and , however, Martin experienced a religious crisis which would take him from the
study of law forever. His own personal piety, fervently and sometimes grimly instilled by his parents and early
teachers, and his awareness of a world in which the supernatural was perilously close to everyday life were
sharpened by a series of events whose exact character has yet to be precisely determined. Then, on July 2, ,
returning to Erfurt after visiting home, Martin was caught in a severe thunderstorm in which he was flung to
the ground in terror, and he suddenly vowed to become a monk if he survived. This episode, as important in
Christian history as the equally famous and parallel scene of St. Two weeks later, against the opposition of his
father and to the dismay of his friends, Martin Luther entered the Reformed Congregation of the Eremetical
Order of St. Luther himself saw this decision as sudden and based upon fear: Monks had long become with the
friars and many of the secular clergy the targets of anticlerical feeling. Charged with having forsaken their true
mission and having fallen into greed and ignorance, monastic orders made many attempts at reform in the 15th
and 16th centuries. The congregation at Erfurt had been reformed in Luther made his vows in and was
ordained a priest in Reconciled with his father, he was then selected for advanced theological study at the
University of Erfurt, with which his house had several connections. Luther at Wittenberg In Luther was sent to
the newer University of Wittenberg to lecture in arts. Like a modern graduate student, he was also preparing
for his doctorate of theology while he taught. In Luther was sent to Rome on business of the order and in
received his doctorate in theology. Luther was to teach throughout the rest of his life. Whatever fame and
notoriety his later writings and statements were to bring him, his work was teaching, which he fulfilled
diligently until his death. Wittenberg was a new university, founded in , strongly supported by the elector
Frederick the Wise. By , thanks to the efforts of Luther and his colleague Philip Melancthon, it was to become
the most popular university in Germany. In , however, it lacked the prestige of Erfurt and Leipzig and was
insignificant in the eyes of the greatest of the old universities, that of Paris. It was not a good place for an
ambitious academic, but Luther was not ambitious in this sense. His rapid rise was due to his native ability, his
boundless energy, his dedication to the religious life, and his high conception of his calling as a teacher. The
two competing philosophic systems of the late Middle Ages â€”scholasticism derived from the Aristotelianism
of St. Thomas Aquinas and nominalism derived from the skepticism of William of Ockham and his successors
â€”both appear to have influenced Luther, particularly in their insistence on rigorous formal logic as the basis
of philosophic and theological inquiry. From Ockhamism, Luther probably derived his awareness of the
infinite remoteness and majesty of God and of the limitation of the human intellect in its efforts to apprehend
that majesty. In the monastery and later in the university Luther experienced other religious crises, all of which
were based upon his acute awareness of the need for spiritual perfection and his equally strong conviction of
his own human frailty, which caused him almost to despair before the overwhelming majesty and wrath of
God. In Luther published his lectures on Peter Lombard ; in those on the Psalms; in on St. Like all other
Christians, Luther read the Bible, and in these years his biblical studies became more and more important to
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him. Besides teaching and study, however, Luther had other duties. From he preached in the parish church; he
was regent of the monastery school; and in he became the supervisor of 11 other monasteries: Paul, revising
my Psalms, I seldom have time to go through my canonical hours properly, or to celebrate, to say nothing of
my own temptations from the world, the flesh, and the devil. In his own person, these fears came to a head in ,
when he began to interpret the passage in St. Luther, the energetic monk and young theologian, felt himself to
be "a sinner with an unquiet conscience. At this I felt myself to be born anew, and to enter through open gates
into paradise itself. The most famous of these is the controversy over indulgences. In a great effort to dispense
indulgences was proclaimed throughout Germany. In spite of the careful theological reservations surrounding
them, indulgences appeared to the preachers who sold them and to the public who bought them as a means of
escaping punishment in the afterlife for a sum of money. In Luther posted the 95 Theses for an academic
debate on indulgences on the door of the castle church at Wittenberg. Refusing to do so, Luther returned to
Wittenberg, where, in the next year, he agreed to a debate with the theologian Johann Eck. By Eck secured a
papal bull decree condemning Luther, and Luther was summoned to the Imperial Diet at Worms in to answer
the charges against him. He spoke neither too quickly nor too slowly, but at an even pace, without hesitation,
and very clearlyâ€¦. If even the fiercest enemies of the Gospel had been among his hearers, they would have
confessed from the force of what they heard, that they had witnessed, not a man, but a spirit. He reflected an
awareness of both the material and spiritual worlds, and his flights of poetic theology went hand in hand with
the occasional coarseness of his polemics. His wit and thought were spontaneous, his interest in people of all
sorts genuine and intense, his power of inspiring affection in his students and colleagues never failing. He was
always remarkably frank, and although he became first the center of the Reform movement and later one of
many controversial figures in it, he retained a sense of self-criticism, attributing his impact to God. He said, in
a characteristic passage: I opposed indulgences and all papists, but never by force. And then, while I slept or
drank Wittenberg beer with my Philip of Amsdorf the Word so greatly weakened the papacy that never a
prince or emperor did such damage to it. Had I wanted to start troublâ€¦. But what would it have been? I left it
to the Word. He was led to a room in which his collected writings were piled on a table and ordered to
repudiate them. He asked for time to consider and returned the next day and answered: Return to Wittenberg
In Luther returned to Wittenberg, where he succeeded in cooling the radical reforming efforts of his colleague
Karlstadt and continued the incessant writing which would fill the rest of his life. In he had written three of his
most famous tracts: To The Christian Nobility of the German Nation, which enunciates a social program of
religious reform; On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, on Sacraments, the Mass, and papal power; and
Of the Liberty of a Christian Man, a treatise on faith and on the inner liberty which faith affords those who
possess it. Besides these works, Luther had other matters at hand. His name was used now by many people,
including many with whom he disagreed. Luther came to rely heavily upon the princes to carry out his
program of reform. In Luther married Katherine von Bora, a nun who had left her convent. Often they were
written in response to his critics or in the intense heat of debate with Protestant rivals. Among those great
works not brought about by conflict should be numbered the Great Catechism and the Small Catechism of and
his collection of sermons and hymns, many of the latter, like Ein Feste Burg, still sung today. Debates with
Theologians In Luther entered into a discussion of free will with the great Erasmus. From on Luther spent as
much time arguing with other Reformation leaders on matters of theology as with his Catholic opponents. He
was also fearful of the question of a general council in the Church. In he wrote his On Councils and Churches
and witnessed in the following years the failure of German attempts to heal the wounds of Christianity. On the
eve of his death he watched with great concern the calling of the Council of Trent , the Catholic response to
the Reformation. In the s Luther was stricken with diseases a number of times, drawing great comfort from his
family and from the lyrical, plain devotional exercises which he had written for children. In he was called
from a sickbed to settle the disputes of two German noblemen. On the return trip he fell sick and died at
Eisleben, the town of his birth, on Feb. Further Reading The Writings of Martin Luther provides 55 volumes
of selected works in good translations. A shorter selection is Martin Luther: Selections from His Writings,
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edited by John Dillenberger There is a vast literature on Luther and the Reformation. An old but still useful
work, of interest because it was written almost a decade before the "Luther Renaissance" of the s, is Preserved
Smith, The Life and Letters of Martin Luther ; repr. But it needs to be supplemented by more recent studies.
Bainton, Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther , is one of the most comprehensive biographies. Erikson,
Young Man Luther: A Study in Psychoanalysis and History ; V. A popular account is Edith Simon, Luther
Alive: Martin Luther and the Making of the Reformation Martin Luther between Reform and Reformation
Watson, Let God Be God: An interesting account of later interpretations of Luther is Jaroslav Pelikan, ed.
Essays in Honor of Wilhelm Pauck The best general accounts of Luther and the Reformation are Roland H.
Koenigsberger and George L. Mosse, Europe in the Sixteenth Century
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The Figure of Martin Luther in Twentieth-Century German Literature (Mellen Studies in Education). The Metamorphosis
of a National Symbol. by George B. Vonâ‚¬ Views attributed to Luther were cited in a 20th century.

See a man of middle stature, with a voice that combined sharpness in the enunciation of syllables and words,
and softness in tone. He spoke neither too quickly nor too slowly, but at an even pace, without hesitation and
very clearly. Nor do the notes give any indication of a deep spiritual struggle, which Luther in later years
associated with this period in his life. Irritated by Johann Tetzel , a Dominican friar who was reported to have
preached to the faithful that the purchase of a letter of indulgence entailed the forgiveness of sins, Luther
drafted a set of propositions for the purpose of conducting an academic debate on indulgences at the university
in Wittenberg. Meanwhile, it began to be circulated in Germany, together with some explanatory publications
by Luther. Johann Tetzel, engraving by N. Bruhl after a contemporary portrait. Thesis 86, for example, asks,
Why does not the pope, whose wealth today is greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build the basilica
of St. Peter with his own money rather than with the money of poor believers? Scholars have disagreed about
how early Luther began to formulate the theological positions that eventually caused him to part ways with the
church. If he had done so by the fall of , then the Ninety-five Theses must be viewed as the firstâ€”albeit
hesitantâ€”manifesto of a new theology. Indeed, his conversion to a new understanding of the gospel was
heavily influenced by the controversy, according to this view. By the end of , according to most scholars,
Luther had reached a new understanding of the pivotal Christian notion of salvation , or reconciliation with
God. Over the centuries, the church had conceived the means of salvation in a variety of ways, but common to
all of them was the idea that salvation is jointly effected by humans and by Godâ€”by humans through
marshalling their will to do good works and thereby to please God and by God through his offer of forgiving
grace. Luther broke dramatically with this tradition by asserting that humans can contribute nothing to their
salvation: While meditating on The Letter of Paul to the Romans 1: After his territorial ruler, the elector
Frederick III of Saxony , intervened on his behalf, Luther was summoned instead to the southern German city
of Augsburg , where an imperial Diet was in session. The papacy had a vital interest in the outcome of this
election. Against these larger political issues, the case of the Wittenberg professor paled in importance.
Thomas Aquinas , and one of the most learned men in the Roman Curia. Cajetan had taken his assignment
seriously and was thus well prepared for his interrogation of Luther. Once the two men met, their fundamental
differences quickly became apparent. After three days of discussion October 12â€”14 , Cajetan advised Luther
that further conversations were useless unless he was willing to recant. Luther immediately fled Augsburg and
returned to Wittenberg, where he issued an appeal for a general council of the church to hear his case. Luther
had reason to be nervous. Papal instructions from August had empowered Cajetan to have Luther apprehended
and brought to Rome for further examination. Well aware that he was the cause of the controversy and that in
Cum postquam his doctrines had been condemned by the pope himself, Luther agreed to refrain from
participating in the public debate. Others, however, promptly took his place, sounding the knell of reform in
both church and society. The controversy was drawing participants from wider circles and addressing broader
and weightier theological issues, the most important of which was the question of the authority of the church
and the pope. Eventually, a bitter dispute between Andreas Bodenstein von Carlstadt , a colleague of Luther at
Wittenberg, and Johann Eck , a theologian from Ingolstadt and an able defender of the church, drew Luther
back into the fray. Because the entire controversy was still considered an academic matter, Eck, Carlstadt, and
Luther agreed to a public debate, which took place in Leipzig in June The setting was hardly a friendly one
for Luther and Carlstadt, because Duke George of Saxony had already established himself as a staunch
defender of the church. Upon hearing the sermon of the opening ceremony, which exhorted the participants to
adhere to the truth in their debating, George remarked that he had not realized that theologians were so godless
as to need such preaching. The initial debate between Eck and Carlstadt covered extensive theological ground
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but was listless. This was a conclusion calculated to shock the audience at Leipzig, whose university had been
founded in the previous century by refugees from the Hussite-dominated University of Prague. Martin Luther
and Jan Hus distributing the sacramental bread and wine to the elector of Saxony and his family. Woodcut by
an unknown artist. Courtesy of the Lutherhalle, Wittenberg Excommunication Meanwhile, after a delay
caused by the election of the new German emperor, the formal ecclesiastical proceedings against Luther were
revived in the fall of Luther was given 60 days upon receiving the bull to recant and another 60 days to report
his recantation to Rome. At first Luther believed that the story of the bull was a malicious rumour spread by
Eck. When the reality of his condemnation became clear, however, he responded belligerently in a tract titled
Against the Execrable Bull of the Antichrist. Upon the expiration of the day period stipulated in the bull, on
December 10, , Luther cancelled his classes, marched to a bonfire started by his students outside one of the
city gates, and threw a copy of the bull into the fire. Luther, MartinMartin Luther burning the papal bull that in
condemned his various writings. Martin Luther was formally declared a heretic. Ordinarily, those condemned
as heretics were apprehended by an authority of the secular government and put to death by burning. The new
German king and Holy Roman emperor , Charles V , had agreed as a condition of his election that no German
would be convicted without a proper hearing; many, including Luther himself, were convinced that Luther had
not been granted this right. Others noted various formal deficiencies in Exsurge Domine, including the fact
that it did not correctly quote Luther and that one of the sentences it condemned was actually written by
another author. A proposal was therefore circulated that Luther should be given a formal hearing when the
imperial Diet convened in Worms later in the spring. His position was clear: The Diet could do nothing other
than endorse the ecclesiastical verdict and bring the heretic to his deserved judgment. If Luther recanted, the
problem of his heresy would be removed; if he did not, the estates could no longer refuse to endorse formal
action against him. He was informed that he had been called to the meeting to acknowledge as his own the
books that had been published in his name and to repudiate them. He briefly acknowledged the books but
requested time to ponder his second answer, which was granted. The following day Luther admitted that he
had used inappropriate language but declared that he could not and would not recant the substance of his
writings. He refused to repudiate his works unless convinced of error by Scripture or by reason. Otherwise, he
stated, his conscience was bound by the Word of God. I can do no other. Drboisclair Following his
appearance, Luther participated in intense discussions involving representatives of the emperor, Aleandro, and
the Saxon elector Frederick. Although every effort was made to induce Luther to recant, in the end the
discussions failed over his refusal to repudiate a single sentence from the 41 cited in the papal bull. But behind
that stood the charge that Luther, a single individual, presumed to challenge 1, years of Christian theological
consensus. The Diet then officially adjourned. On May 25, after the elector Joachim Brandenburg assured the
emperor of the support of the few rulers who remained in Worms, Charles signed the edict against Luther.
Thus, the causa Lutheri was considered closed. It was enormously important, however, that doubts about the
propriety of the edict were voiced at once. During his stay in the Wartburg, Luther began work on what proved
to be one of his foremost achievementsâ€”the translation of the New Testament into the German vernacular.
This task was an obvious ramification of his insistence that the Bible alone is the source of Christian truth and
his related belief that everyone is capable of understanding the biblical message. The precedent he set was
followed by other scholars, whose work made the Bible widely available in the vernacular and contributed
significantly to the emergence of national languages. Although Roman Catholic rulers sought determinedly to
suppress Luther and his followers, within two years it had become obvious that the movement for reform was
too strong. By March , when Luther returned to Wittenberg, the effort to put reform into practice had
generated riots and popular protests that threatened to undermine law and order. He did not believe that
change should occur hurriedly. This is not to say that he did not play a crucial role in the continuing course of
eventsâ€”for he did. Nor is this to say that his influence may not be discerned after â€”for it can. After the
Edict of Worms, however, the cause of reform, of whatever sort, became a legal and political struggle rather
than a theological one. The crucial decisions were now made in the halls of government and not in the studies
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of the theologians. Luther wrote two responsesâ€”Admonition to Peace Concerning the Twelve Articles of the
Peasants, which expressed sympathy for the peasants, and Against the Murderous and Robbing Hordes of the
Peasants, which vehemently denounced them. Both works represented a shift away from his earlier vision of
reform as encompassing societal as well as religious issues. Luther faced other challenges in the mids. His
literary feud with the great Dutch humanist Desiderius Erasmus came to an unfortunate conclusion when the
two failed to find common ground. Their theological dispute concerned the issue of whether humans were free
to contribute to and participate in their own salvation. Accordingly, Zwingli held that Jesus was spiritually but
not physically present in the communion host, whereas Luther taught that Jesus was really and bodily present.
The theological disagreement was initially pursued by several southern German reformers, such as Johannes
Brenz , but after Luther and Zwingli confronted each other directly, with increasing rancour and vehemence,
particularly from Luther. Thus, the reform movement became a house that was publicly divided. In the view of
some, notably Landgrave Philip of Hesse , this division had serious political implications. There was no doubt
that the emperor and the princes of the Catholic territories were determined to suppress the new Lutheran
heresy, if necessary by force. The disagreement over communion precluded one strategy of dealing with this
ominous Catholic threat, namely by establishing a united Protestant political and military front. When Philip
first entertained the notion of a colloquy between Zwingli, Luther, and a number of other reformers, he was
prompted by his desire to create the basis of a Protestant political alliance. Luther was initially reluctant and
had to be persuaded to attend the meeting, which was held in Marburg on October 1â€”4, see Marburg,
Colloquy of. From the outset Luther made it clear that he would not change his views: In the end the two sides
managed to fashion a contorted agreement, but the deep division within Protestantism remained. On June 13, ,
Luther married Katherine of Bora, a former nun. Katherine had fled her convent together with eight other nuns
and was staying in the house of the Wittenberg town secretary. While the other nuns soon returned to their
families or married, Katherine remained without support. Luther was likewise at the time the only remaining
resident in what had been the Augustinian monastery in Wittenberg; the other monks had either thrown off the
habit or moved to a staunchly Catholic area. Understandably, he felt responsible for her plight, since it was his
preaching that had prompted her to flee the convent. It is noteworthy that Luther was not the first of the
reformers to marry. Katherine of Bora proved to be a splendid helpmate for Luther. The couple had five
children: Johannes, Magdalene, Martin, Paul, and Margarete. Later years As a declared heretic and public
outlaw, Luther was forced to stay out of the political and religious struggle over the enforcement of the Edict
of Worms.
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This event continues to be regarded as the birth of Protestantism. We now stand just three years out from the
five-hundredth anniversary, which will be marked worldwide in Churches, institutions, and individuals
shaped by what began so many centuries ago face a daunting question: How in fact ought one to
commemorate the Reformation five hundred years after the fact? Protestantism, it should be remembered, has
not only been credited for restoring Christian truth or, on the other hand, blamed for church divisions but has
been invoked as the cause of modern liberalism, capitalism, religious wars, tolerance, democracy,
individualism, subjectivism, nationalism, pluralism, freedom of conscience, modern science, secularism, and
so much else. As one might expect, Germany, the cradle of the Reformation, has led the way. Each year
leading up to the anniversary has a separate theme, marking some significant aspect of the Reformation, and in
, a dizzying array of conferences, concerts, and symposia will take place. Following closely on the heels of
Luther Decade was Refo, a multiyear commemorative, networking project, seated in the Netherlands. The
Reformation, as everyone knows, tore Western Christianity in two. It is not surprising, therefore, that in our
age, after the Ecumenical Movement and the Second Vatican Council, commemorative efforts aimed at should
focus on questions of Christian unity. Lutheranâ€”Catholic Common Commemoration of the Reformation in
The document does not mince words: But to put this milestone in broader context, it is instructive to consult
the past, for will mark not only the five-hundredth anniversary of the Reformation but the four-hundredth
anniversary of attempts to commemorate it. The history of these commemorations is a curious one; each, in
fact, reveals as much about the era of the commemoration as it does about the actual events of the sixteenth
century. The Ninety-Five Theses, however, played virtually no role in early Protestant historical
consciousness. At first, territories in the Holy Roman Empire that had sided with the Protestant cause
commemorated annually either the date their individual princes adopted Protestantism or and in some cases
along with the birth or death dates of Luther. Instead, they saw the occasion as a chance to show the Reformed
upstarts who really owned the memory of the Reformation. The term had been put to churchly use in when
Pope Boniface VIII proclaimed that year as the first Catholic jubileeâ€”a special year of penance, pilgrimage,
and almsgiving. The proclamation is nicely captured in a fresco by Giotto inside the Basilica of St. Boniface
stipulated that these jubilees were to take place every hundred years. Later, following biblical example, this
was reduced to fifty years; in , it was reduced to twenty-five. In , therefore, the next Catholic jubilee was not
scheduled until In short, was not just a Protestant commemoration but a year of dueling jubileesâ€”and not
only between Protestants and Catholics but also between Lutherans and Calvinists. They had no stake in the
matter, as their identities were tied to other sixteenth-century events. Moreover, the Calvinists, once they
gained legal recognition at the Peace of Westphalia in , slackened in their desire to commemorate events in
Lutheran Wittenberg. When came around, the jubilee was more a strictly confessional Lutheran affair than in
The three-hundredth anniversary, in , was the game changer. Shortly before, in , Napoleon had dissolved the
Holy Roman Empire, and the influence of the American and French revolutions was in ascendance. During the
preceding century, the congeries of movements and ideas we call the Enlightenment had effected a steady
mutation in how Europeans remembered the Reformation. For philosophes and enlightened Protestants alike,
the Reformation had become less an act of religious recovery than a catalyst toward the path of bourgeois
liberties and civilizational progress. Now, Roman Catholicism was less a false church though perhaps that too
than a historial impediment to progress, a cauldron of ignorance and superstition that vexed and oppressed the
human spirit. The early stirrings of nationalism, not least in German lands, were also ominously apparent both
before and during the commemorations. Themes of liberty and progress in particular peppered the homilies
and orations from He also sympathized with the political aspirations of the students and ex-soldiers who had
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recently met for a political rally at the Wartburg castle in opposition to Napoleonâ€”an early symptom of what
was to become pan-German nationalism. The image had several variations. Often the artist depicted a student
proxy posting the theses while Luther and other scholars in the foreground engaged in theological discussion.
But sometimes Luther himself was portrayed as posting the theses. Alongside images of the reformer burning
his bull of excommunication and then of defying Charles V at Worms in , the image of the Ninety-Five Theses
formed part of a kind of mental tryptich for the post-Enlightenment liberal spirit of the times. To be sure, older
patterns of theological confessionalism had not disappeared in Some churchmen protested against liberal and
nationalist themes in the commemorations. But that centennary stands apart from both and A narrative of
general human emancipationâ€”often combined with nationalist and liberal-bourgeois impulsesâ€”supplanted,
in part or in whole, the confessional assertion of a direct correspondence between Lutheran teachings and the
universal truths of Christianity. In his lectures on the philosophy of history, Hegel apotheosized this sentiment:
It was the first major jubilee after German national unification in , and the tone was set from above. The flurry
of events that followed has been described by one German historian as a belated birthday party for the German
nation, with Luther wearing the mantle of national hero and patriarch. In the United States, the four-hundredth
anniversary was marked in a manner that significantly contrasted with its neglect there in , when it had been
remembered mainly by immigrants from Lutheran countries, with limited ecumenical outreach to other
Protestants. But by , Luther had gone from being an acceptable but little-noticed ancestor to an icon venerated
and worshipped by almost all Protestants. Many factors contributed to this shift, but a pan-Protestant, nativist
ideology directed against Catholic immigration is a salient one. It was also relevant that by the s, many leading
lights of American Protestantism had studied in German universities and absorbed there the historicist ethos of
commemoration. Not only did seminaries and churches get into the act, but nonreligious organizations did so
as well. The oldest historical society in the United States, the Massachusetts Historical Society, held a special
event to mark the anniversary. The keynote address was delivered by the Unitarian minister Frederic H. For
the Protestant Reformation which he inaugurated is very imperfectly apprehended if construed solely as. In a
larger view, it was our modern world. What Abraham Lincoln said in his second inaugural address about the
American North and South applied to countries such as the United States and Germany at the widely marked
four-hundredth anniversary in Radical changes had come about. Despite the presence of some Marxist
holdouts in the university, the collapse of the Soviet Union and the ensuing retreat of Marxism have helped
open the door to a richer, more nuanced historiography of the Reformation. With regard to this last
development, it will above all be necessary to take stock of the massive demographic shift in Protestantism
from the North Atlantic to the Global South. Transformations in the global landscape of Christianity are taking
place that are every bit as significant and far-reaching today as what took place in the sixteenth century. The
question, then, is: How ought the Reformation be commemorated in ? At the very least, it is theologically
important to think of the Reformation in historical, not merely theological, terms. The Reformation occurred
not as a checklist of doctrinal principles that dropped from the sky after but as a bewilderingly complex set of
historical events. Many problems arise in looking at the Reformation strictly from a doctrinal or theological
point of view: Appraising the contingency and the messiness of the Reformation, its unexpected sources and
its ironic outcomes, will require taking a step back and seeing that its importance, while vital, is not
necessarily set in stone. But it does seem not a bad place to start. Noll is the Francis A.

Page 13

THE FIGURE OF MARTIN LUTHER IN TWENTIETH-CENTURY GERMAN
LITERATURE pdf
6: Reformation: Definition and History | www.enganchecubano.com - HISTORY
Figure of Martin Luther in Twentieth- Century German Literature the Metamorphosis of a National Symbol Lippe, George
B pages This volume is a comprehensive treatment of the relationship of a society to its most powerful and controversial
national symbol.

Wettin lands after the Treaty of Leipzig These borders changed after the Capitulation of Wittenberg The
county was a small territory geographically located near the Electorate of Saxony to which it was eventually
mediatized in ; the county was included in the Upper Saxon Circle. Luther was baptized the next morning on
the feast day of St. His family moved to Mansfeld in , where his father was a leaseholder of copper mines and
smelters [14] and served as one of four citizen representatives on the local council. Hans Luther was chosen a
town councilor in He sent Martin to Latin schools in Mansfeld, then Magdeburg in , where he attended a
school operated by a lay group called the Brethren of the Common Life , and Eisenach in Luther later
compared his education there to purgatory and hell. Human beings could learn about God only through divine
revelation , he believed, and Scripture therefore became increasingly important to him. Later telling his father
he was terrified of death and divine judgment, he cried out, "Help! Saint Anna , I will become a monk! He left
law school, sold his books, and entered St. Luther himself seemed saddened by the move. Those who attended
a farewell supper walked him to the door of the Black Cloister. Luther dedicated himself to the Augustinian
order, devoting himself to fasting , long hours in prayer , pilgrimage , and frequent confession. He said, "I lost
touch with Christ the Savior and Comforter, and made of him the jailer and hangman of my poor soul. He
taught that true repentance does not involve self-inflicted penances and punishments but rather a change of
heart. In , von Staupitz, first dean of the newly founded University of Wittenberg , sent for Luther, to teach
theology. He was made provincial vicar of Saxony and Thuringia by his religious order in This meant he was
to visit and oversee each of eleven monasteries in his province. The Latin inscription above informs the reader
that the original door was destroyed by a fire, and that in , King Frederick William IV of Prussia ordered a
replacement be made. In , Johann Tetzel , a Dominican friar and papal commissioner for indulgences , was
sent to Germany by the Roman Catholic Church to sell indulgences to raise money in order to rebuild St.
Albrecht obtained permission from Pope Leo X to conduct the sale of a special plenary indulgence i. On 31
October , Luther wrote to his bishop, Albrecht von Brandenburg, protesting the sale of indulgences. He
enclosed in his letter a copy of his "Disputation of Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences",
which came to be known as the Ninety-five Theses. Hans Hillerbrand writes that Luther had no intention of
confronting the church, but saw his disputation as a scholarly objection to church practices, and the tone of the
writing is accordingly "searching, rather than doctrinaire. Peter with the money of poor believers rather than
with his own money? Christians, he said, must not slacken in following Christ on account of such false
assurances. Students thronged to Wittenberg to hear Luther speak. He published a short commentary on
Galatians and his Work on the Psalms. Justification by faith alone Main article: Sola fide "Luther at Erfurt",
which depicts Martin Luther discovering the doctrine of sola fide. Painting by Joseph Noel Paton , From to ,
Luther lectured on the Psalms, and on the books of Hebrews, Romans, and Galatians. As he studied these
portions of the Bible, he came to view the use of terms such as penance and righteousness by the Catholic
Church in new ways. He became convinced that the church was corrupt in its ways and had lost sight of what
he saw as several of the central truths of Christianity. This teaching by Luther was clearly expressed in his
publication On the Bondage of the Will , which was written in response to On Free Will by Desiderius
Erasmus Luther based his position on predestination on St. Against the teaching of his day that the righteous
acts of believers are performed in cooperation with God, Luther wrote that Christians receive such
righteousness entirely from outside themselves; that righteousness not only comes from Christ but actually is
the righteousness of Christ, imputed to Christians rather than infused into them through faith. The first and
chief article is this: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, died for our sins and was raised again for our justification
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Romans 3: He alone is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world John 1: All have sinned and are
justified freely, without their own works and merits, by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, in His blood Romans 3: This is necessary to believe. This cannot be otherwise acquired or grasped by
any work, law or merit. Therefore, it is clear and certain that this faith alone justifies us Nothing of this article
can be yielded or surrendered, even though heaven and earth and everything else falls Mark His railing
against the sale of indulgences was based on it. He had the theses checked for heresy and in December
forwarded them to Rome. First, the Dominican theologian Sylvester Mazzolini drafted a heresy case against
Luther, whom Leo then summoned to Rome. In January , at Altenburg in Saxony, the papal nuncio Karl von
Miltitz adopted a more conciliatory approach. Luther made certain concessions to the Saxon, who was a
relative of the Elector, and promised to remain silent if his opponents did. That autumn, Johann Eck
proclaimed the bull in Meissen and other towns. Karl von Miltitz , a papal nuncio , attempted to broker a
solution, but Luther, who had sent the Pope a copy of On the Freedom of a Christian in October, publicly set
fire to the bull and decretals at Wittenberg on 10 December , [64] an act he defended in Why the Pope and his
Recent Book are Burned and Assertions Concerning All Articles. The enforcement of the ban on the
Ninety-five Theses fell to the secular authorities. On 18 April , Luther appeared as ordered before the Diet of
Worms. This was a general assembly of the estates of the Holy Roman Empire that took place in Worms , a
town on the Rhine. Johann Eck , speaking on behalf of the Empire as assistant of the Archbishop of Trier ,
presented Luther with copies of his writings laid out on a table and asked him if the books were his, and
whether he stood by their contents. Luther confirmed he was their author, but requested time to think about the
answer to the second question. He prayed, consulted friends, and gave his response the next day: Unless I am
convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason for I do not trust either in the pope or in
councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted themselves , I am bound by
the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant
anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. May God help me. His statue is surrounded
by the figures of his lay protectors and earlier Church reformers including John Wycliffe, Jan Hus and
Girolamo Savonarola. Eck informed Luther that he was acting like a heretic: The Bible itself is the arsenal
whence each innovator has drawn his deceptive arguments. It was with Biblical texts that Pelagius and Arius
maintained their doctrines. Arius, for instance, found the negation of the eternity of the Wordâ€”an eternity
which you admit, in this verse of the New Testamentâ€”Joseph knew not his wife till she had brought forth her
first-born son; and he said, in the same way that you say, that this passage enchained him. When the fathers of
the Council of Constance condemned this proposition of John Huss â€”The church of Jesus Christ is only the
community of the elect, they condemned an error; for the church, like a good mother, embraces within her
arms all who bear the name of Christian, all who are called to enjoy the celestial beatitude. He is sometimes
also quoted as saying: I can do no other". Recent scholars consider the evidence for these words to be
unreliable, since they were inserted before "May God help me" only in later versions of the speech and not
recorded in witness accounts of the proceedings. The Emperor presented the final draft of the Edict of Worms
on 25 May , declaring Luther an outlaw , banning his literature, and requiring his arrest: It permitted anyone to
kill Luther without legal consequence. Frederick III had him intercepted on his way home in the forest near
Wittenberg by masked horsemen impersonating highway robbers. They escorted Luther to the security of the
Wartburg Castle at Eisenach. These included a renewed attack on Archbishop Albrecht of Mainz , whom he
shamed into halting the sale of indulgences in his episcopates, [73] and a "Refutation of the Argument of
Latomus," in which he expounded the principle of justification to Jacobus Latomus , an orthodox theologian
from Louvain. On 1 August , Luther wrote to Melanchthon on the same theme: We will commit sins while we
are here, for this life is not a place where justice resides. In On the Abrogation of the Private Mass, he
condemned as idolatry the idea that the mass is a sacrifice, asserting instead that it is a gift, to be received with
thanksgiving by the whole congregation. He assured monks and nuns that they could break their vows without
sin, because vows were an illegitimate and vain attempt to win salvation. His main interest was centered on
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the prophecy of the Little Horn in Daniel 8: The antichrist of 2 Thessalonians 2 was identified as the power of
the Papacy. So too was the Little Horn of Daniel 7, coming up among the divisions of Rome, explicitly
applied. Andreas Karlstadt , supported by the ex-Augustinian Gabriel Zwilling , embarked on a radical
programme of reform there in June , exceeding anything envisaged by Luther. The reforms provoked
disturbances, including a revolt by the Augustinian friars against their prior, the smashing of statues and
images in churches, and denunciations of the magistracy. Luther secretly returned to Wittenberg on 6 March
He wrote to the Elector: He sits with folded arms behind the fire of hell, and says with malignant looks and
frightful grin: Let them go on; I shall reap the benefit. I delight in it. After the sixth sermon, the Wittenberg
jurist Jerome Schurf wrote to the elector: His words, through divine mercy, are bringing back every day
misguided people into the way of the truth. By working alongside the authorities to restore public order, he
signalled his reinvention as a conservative force within the Reformation. Despite his victory in Wittenberg,
Luther was unable to stifle radicalism further afield. There had been revolts by the peasantry on a smaller scale
since the 15th century.
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