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1: The First American Civil War
The American Civil War (also known by other names) was a war fought in the United States (U.S.) from to The Civil War
is the most studied and written about episode in U.S. history.

Although a minority of free Southerners owned slaves, free Southerners of all classes nevertheless defended
the institution of slavery [37] â€” threatened by the rise of free labor abolitionist movements in the Northern
statesâ€” as the cornerstone of their social order. In there were around , slaveholders in a total free Southern
population of about six million. Among slaveholders, the concentration of slave ownership was unevenly
distributed. Perhaps around 7 percent of slaveholders owned roughly three-quarters of the slave population.
The largest slaveholders, generally owners of large plantations, represented the top stratum of Southern
society. They benefited from economies of scale and needed large numbers of slaves on big plantations to
produce cotton, a highly profitable labor-intensive crop. Yet poor whites and small farmers generally accepted
the political leadership of the planter elite. Several factors helped explain why slavery was not under serious
threat of internal collapse from any move for democratic change initiated from the South. First, given the
opening of new territories in the West for white settlement, many non-slaveowners also perceived a possibility
that they, too, might own slaves at some point in their life. Above, this famous photo of a slave, Gordon ,
deeply scarred from whipping by an overseer, was distributed by abolitionists to illustrate what they saw as the
barbarism of Southern society. Second, small free farmers in the South often embraced racism , making them
unlikely agents for internal democratic reforms in the South. White racism in the South was sustained by
official systems of repression such as the "slave codes" and elaborate codes of speech, behavior, and social
practices illustrating the subordination of blacks to whites. For example, the " slave patrols " were among the
institutions bringing together southern whites of all classes in support of the prevailing economic and racial
order. Serving as slave "patrollers" and "overseers" offered white southerners positions of power and honor.
Slave "patrollers" and "overseers" also won prestige in their communities. Policing and punishing blacks who
transgressed the regimentation of slave society was a valued community service in the South, where the fear of
free blacks threatening law and order figured heavily in the public discourse of the period. Southern tradesmen
often depended on the richest planters for steady work. Such dependency effectively deterred many white
non-slaveholders from engaging in any political activity that was not in the interest of the large slaveholders.
Furthermore, whites of varying social class, including poor whites and "plain folk" who worked outside or in
the periphery of the market economy and therefore lacked any real economic interest in the defense of slavery
might nonetheless be linked to elite planters through extensive kinship networks. Since inheritance in the
South was often unequitable and generally favored eldest sons , it was not uncommon for a poor white person
to be perhaps the first cousin of the richest plantation owner of his county and to share the same militant
support of slavery as his richer relatives. Finally, there was no secret ballot at the time anywhere in the United
States â€” this innovation did not become widespread in the U. For a typical white Southerner, this meant that
so much as casting a ballot against the wishes of the establishment meant running the risk of being socially
ostracized. Increasingly dependent on the North for manufactured goods, for commercial services, and for
loans, and increasingly cut off from the flourishing agricultural regions of the Northwest, they faced the
prospects of a growing free labor and abolitionist movement in the North. Davis refutes the argument that
Southern culture was different from that of Northern states or that it was a cause of the war, stating that
"Socially and culturally the North and South were not much different. They prayed to the same deity, spoke
the same language, shared the same ancestry, sang the same songs. National triumphs and catastrophes were
shared by both. Slavery demarked not just their labor and economic situations, but power itself in the new
republic. Southerners waged a vitriolic response to political change in the North. Slaveholding interests sought
to uphold their constitutional rights in the territories and to maintain sufficient political strength to repulse
"hostile" and "ruinous" legislation. Behind this shift was the growth of the cotton textile industry in the North
and in Europe, which left slavery more important than ever to the Southern economy. They saw a vast
growing abolitionist movement after the success of The Liberator in by William Lloyd Garrison. The fear was
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a race war by blacks that would massacre whites especially in Black Belt counties where whites were a small
minority. Searching for Biblical passages endorsing slavery and forming economic, sociological, historical
and scientific arguments, slavery went from being a "necessary evil" to a "positive good". The First an Inferior
Race: The Latter Its Normal Conditionâ€”setting out the arguments the title would suggestâ€”was an attempt
to apply scientific support to the Southern arguments in favor of race-based slavery. As industrial capitalism
gained momentum in the North, Southern writers emphasized whatever aristocratic traits they valued but often
did not practice in their own society: This supported their argument that slavery provided a more humane
society than industrial labor. He advocated enslaving Northern factory workers, for their own benefit.
Abraham Lincoln, on the other hand, denounced such Southern insinuations that Northern wage earners were
fatally fixed in that condition for life. To Free Soilers, the stereotype of the South was one of a diametrically
opposite, static society in which the slave system maintained an entrenched anti-democratic aristocracy.
McPherson , exceptionalism applied not to the South but to the North after the North ended slavery and
launched an industrial revolution that led to urbanization, which in turn led to increased education, which in its
own turn gave ever-increasing strength to various reform movements but especially abolitionism. The
Charleston Mercury read that on the issue of slavery the North and South "are not only two Peoples, but they
are rival, hostile Peoples. We are not engaged in a Quixotic fight for the rights of man Nevins synthesized
contending accounts emphasizing moral, cultural, social, ideological, political, and economic issues. In doing
so, he brought the historical discussion back to an emphasis on social and cultural factors. Nevins pointed out
that the North and the South were rapidly becoming two different peoples, a point made also by historian
Avery Craven. At the root of these cultural differences was the problem of slavery, but fundamental
assumptions, tastes, and cultural aims of the regions were diverging in other ways as well. More specifically,
the North was rapidly modernizing in a manner threatening to the South. They fought to preserve their
constitutional liberties against the perceived Northern threat to overthrow them. The ascension to power of the
Republican Party, with its ideology of competitive, egalitarian free-labor capitalism, was a signal to the South
that the Northern majority had turned irrevocably towards this frightening, revolutionary future. Watson has
synthesized research on antebellum southern social, economic, and political history. Resultant "doubts and
frustrations" provided fertile soil for the argument that southern rights and liberties were menaced by Black
Republicanism. Thornton contends that Alabama was engulfed in a severe crisis long before Deeply held
principles of freedom, equality, and autonomy, as expressed in Republican values appeared threatened,
especially during the s, by the relentless expansion of market relations and commercial agriculture.
Alabamians were thus, he judged, prepared to believe the worst once Lincoln was elected. Frederick Douglass
The politicians of the s were acting in a society in which the traditional restraints that suppressed sectional
conflict in the s and sâ€” the most important of which being the stability of the two-party systemâ€” were
being eroded as this rapid extension of democracy went forward in the North and South. Historians agree that
political involvement was a larger concern to the average American in the s than today. Politics was, in one of
its functions, a form of mass entertainment, a spectacle with rallies, parades, and colorful personalities.
Leading politicians, moreover, often served as a focus for popular interests, aspirations, and values. By , they
were mostly gone, and politics divided four ways. Republicans controlled most Northern states with a strong
Democratic minority. The Democrats were split North and South and fielded two tickets in Southern
non-Democrats tried different coalitions; most supported the Constitutional Union party in With the exception
of South Carolina, whose convention election did not even offer the option of "no secession" but rather "no
secession without the collaboration of other states", the Southern conventions were dominated by Unionists
who voted down articles of secession. While an economic basis to the sectional crisis was popular among the
"Progressive school" of historians from the s to the s, few professional historians now subscribe to this
explanation. Craig, "In fact, numerous studies by economic historians over the past several decades reveal that
economic conflict was not an inherent condition of North-South relations during the antebellum era and did
not cause the Civil War. The three major attempts at compromise, the Crittenden Compromise , the Corwin
Amendment and the Washington Peace Conference, addressed only the slavery-related issues of fugitive slave
laws, personal liberty laws, slavery in the territories and interference with slavery within the existing slave
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states. Huston emphasizes the role of slavery as an economic institution. Understanding the relations between
wealth, slavery, and property rights in the South provides a powerful means of understanding southern
political behavior leading to disunion. First, the size dimensions of slavery are important to comprehend, for
slavery was a colossal institution. Second, the property rights argument was the ultimate defense of slavery,
and white southerners and the proslavery radicals knew it. Third, the weak point in the protection of slavery by
property rights was the federal government Fourth, the intense need to preserve the sanctity of property rights
in Africans led southern political leaders to demand the nationalization of slaveryâ€” the condition under
which slaveholders would always be protected in their property holdings. Any chance that the South would
industrialize was over. The South, Midwest, and Northeast had quite different economic structures. They
traded with each other and each became more prosperous by staying in the Union, a point many businessmen
made in â€” Beard in the s made a highly influential argument to the effect that these differences caused the
war rather than slavery or constitutional debates. He saw the industrial Northeast forming a coalition with the
agrarian Midwest against the Plantation South. Critics challenged his image of a unified Northeast and said
that the region was in fact highly diverse with many different competing economic interests. In â€”61, most
business interests in the Northeast opposed war[ citation needed ]. After , only a few mainstream historians
accepted the Beard interpretation, though it was accepted by libertarian economists. By contrast, Southerners
described free labor as "greasy mechanics, filthy operators, small-fisted farmers, and moonstruck theorists".
Indeed, opposition to homestead laws was far more common in secessionist rhetoric than opposition to tariffs.
After the American Revolution and the disestablishment of government-sponsored churches, the U. Without
centralized church authorities, American Protestantism was heavily reliant on the Bible, which was read in the
standard 19th-century Reformed hermeneutic of "common sense", literal interpretation as if the Bible were
speaking directly about the modern American situation instead of events that occurred in a much different
context, millennia ago. It was never denounced by Jesus, who made slavery a model of discipleship Mk The
Apostle Paul supported slavery, counseling obedience to earthly masters Eph 6: Because slaves were to remain
in their present state unless they could win their freedom 1 Cor 7: The abolitionist north had a difficult time
matching the pro-slavery south passage for passage. For our purposes, it is important to realize that the South
won this crucial contest with the North by using the prevailing hermeneutic, or method of interpretation, on
which both sides agreed. So decisive was its triumph that the South mounted a vigorous counterattack on the
abolitionists as infidels who had abandoned the plain words of Scripture for the secular ideology of the
Enlightenment. The theological crisis occasioned by reasoning like [conservative Presbyterian theologian
James H. Many Northern Bible-readers and not a few in the South felt that slavery was evil. They somehow
knew the Bible supported them in that feeling. Yet when it came to using the Bible as it had been used with
such success to evangelize and civilize the United States, the sacred page was snatched out of their hands.
Trust in the Bible and reliance upon a Reformed, literal hermeneutic had created a crisis that only bullets, not
arguments, could resolve. The question of the Bible and slavery in the era of the Civil War was never a simple
question. The issue involved the American expression of a Reformed literal hermeneutic, the failure of
hermeneutical alternatives to gain cultural authority, and the exercise of deeply entrenched intuitive racism, as
well as the presence of Scripture as an authoritative religious book and slavery as an inherited social-economic
relationship. The Northâ€” forced to fight on unfriendly terrain that it had helped to createâ€” lost the
exegetical war.
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Overview Union flag In the presidential election , Republicans , led by Abraham Lincoln , supported banning
slavery in all the U. The Southern states viewed this as a violation of their constitutional rights and as the first
step in a grander Republican plan to eventually abolish slavery. The Republican Party, dominant in the North,
secured a plurality of the popular votes and a majority of the electoral votes nationally, thus Lincoln was
constitutionally elected president. He was the first Republican Party candidate to win the presidency.
However, before his inauguration , seven slave states with cotton -based economies declared secession and
formed the Confederacy. The first six to declare secession had the highest proportions of slaves in their
populations, a total of 49 percent. Confederate Army flag Eight remaining slave states continued to reject calls
for secession. Outgoing Democratic President James Buchanan and the incoming Republicans rejected
secession as illegal. Speaking directly to the "Southern States", he attempted to calm their fears of any threats
to slavery, reaffirming, "I have no purpose, directly or indirectly to interfere with the institution of slavery in
the United States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so.
The Confederates assumed that European countries were so dependent on " King Cotton " that they would
intervene, but none did, and none recognized the new Confederate States of America. Hostilities began on
April 12, , when Confederate forces fired upon Fort Sumter. While in the Western Theater the Union made
significant permanent gains, in the Eastern Theater , the battle was inconclusive from â€” Later, in , Lincoln
issued the Emancipation Proclamation , which made ending slavery a war goal. In , Robert E. Western
successes led to Ulysses S. Inflicting an ever-tightening naval blockade of Confederate ports, the Union
marshaled the resources and manpower to attack the Confederacy from all directions, leading to the fall of
Atlanta to William T. Sherman and his march to the sea. The last significant battles raged around the Siege of
Petersburg. While the military war was coming to an end, the political reintegration of the nation was to take
another 12 years, known as the Reconstruction Era. Confederate flag, the "Stars and Bars". The American
Civil War was one of the earliest true industrial wars. Railroads, the telegraph , steamships and iron-clad
ships, and mass-produced weapons were employed extensively. The mobilization of civilian factories, mines,
shipyards, banks, transportation and food supplies all foreshadowed the impact of industrialization in World
War I , World War II and subsequent conflicts. It remains the deadliest war in American history. From to , it is
estimated that , to , soldiers died, [21] along with an undetermined number of civilians. Bradford wrote that
the issue has been further complicated by historical revisionists , who have tried to offer a variety of reasons
for the war. The Republican Party was determined to prevent any spread of slavery, and many Southern
leaders had threatened secession if the Republican candidate, Lincoln , won the election. After Lincoln won,
many Southern leaders felt that disunion was their only option, fearing that the loss of representation would
hamper their ability to promote pro-slavery acts and policies. The strategy of the anti-slavery forces was
containmentâ€”to stop the expansion and thus put slavery on a path to gradual extinction. Historian Thomas
Fleming points to the historical phrase "a disease in the public mind" used by critics of this idea, and proposes
it contributed to the segregation in the Jim Crow era following emancipation. Slavery was illegal in much of
the North, having been outlawed in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. It was also fading in the border
states and in Southern cities, but it was expanding in the highly profitable cotton districts of the rural South
and Southwest. Subsequent writers on the American Civil War looked to several factors explaining the
geographic divide. Slave and free states Between and , the United States achieved a vast expansion of territory
through purchase, negotiation, and conquest. At first, the new states carved out of these territories entering the
union were apportioned equally between slave and free states. It was over territories west of the Mississippi
that the proslavery and antislavery forces collided. The Compromise of over California balanced a free-soil
state with stronger fugitive slave laws for a political settlement after four years of strife in the s. But the states
admitted following California were all free: Minnesota , Oregon and Kansas In the southern states the
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question of the territorial expansion of slavery westward again became explosive. Crittenden, of the Crittenden
Compromise By , four doctrines had emerged to answer the question of federal control in the territories, and
they all claimed they were sanctioned by the Constitution, implicitly or explicitly. The Crittenden
Compromise of was an expression of this view. The Wilmot Proviso announced this position in Douglas
proclaimed the doctrine of territorial or "popular" sovereigntyâ€”which asserted that the settlers in a territory
had the same rights as states in the Union to establish or disestablish slavery as a purely local matter.
Krannawitter points out, the "Southern demand for federal slave protection represented a demand for an
unprecedented expansion of federal power. Constitution prior to the presidential election. Northerners
including President Buchanan rejected that notion as opposed to the will of the Founding Fathers who said
they were setting up a perpetual union. While one or more of these interpretations remain popular among the
Sons of Confederate Veterans and other Southern heritage groups, few professional historians now subscribe
to them. Sectionalism increased steadily between and as the North, which phased slavery out of existence,
industrialized, urbanized, and built prosperous farms, while the deep South concentrated on plantation
agriculture based on slave labor, together with subsistence farming for poor freedmen. Most historians now
disagree with the economic determinism of historian Charles A. Beard in the s and emphasize that Northern
and Southern economies were largely complementary. While socially different, the sections economically
benefited each other. Northern manufacturing interests supported tariffs and protectionism while southern
planters demanded free trade, [65] The Democrats in Congress, controlled by Southerners, wrote the tariff
laws in the s, s, and s, and kept reducing rates so that the rates were the lowest since The Republicans called
for an increase in tariffs in the election. The increases were only enacted in after Southerners resigned their
seats in Congress. However, neo-Confederate writers have claimed it as a Southern grievance. In â€”61 none
of the groups that proposed compromises to head off secession raised the tariff issue. While practically all
Northerners supported the Union, Southerners were split between those loyal to the entire United States called
"unionists" and those loyal primarily to the southern region and then the Confederacy. Vann Woodward said
of the latter group, A great slave society It had renounced its bourgeois origins and elaborated and painfully
rationalized its institutional, legal, metaphysical, and religious defenses When the crisis came it chose to fight.
It proved to be the death struggle of a society, which went down in ruins. The Republican national electoral
platform of warned that Republicans regarded disunion as treason and would not tolerate it: Southerners did
not realize how ardently the North would fight to hold the Union together. United States presidential election,
Abraham Lincoln in The election of Abraham Lincoln in November was the final trigger for secession.
Southern leaders feared that Lincoln would stop the expansion of slavery and put it on a course toward
extinction. The slave states, which had already become a minority in the House of Representatives, were now
facing a future as a perpetual minority in the Senate and Electoral College against an increasingly powerful
North. Before Lincoln took office in March , seven slave states had declared their secession and joined to form
the Confederacy. Prior to the war, South Carolina did more than any other Southern state to advance the
notion that a state had the right to nullify federal laws, and even to secede from the United States. The first
published imprint of secession, a broadside issued by the Charleston Mercury , December 20, Among the
ordinances of secession passed by the individual states, those of threeâ€”Texas, Alabama, and
Virginiaâ€”specifically mentioned the plight of the "slaveholding states" at the hands of northern abolitionists.
The rest make no mention of the slavery issue, and are often brief announcements of the dissolution of ties by
the legislatures. The southern states believed slaveholding was a constitutional right because of the Fugitive
slave clause of the Constitution. These states agreed to form a new federal government, the Confederate States
of America , on February 4, Buchanan said that the Dred Scott decision was proof that the South had no
reason for secession, and that the Union "was intended to be perpetual", but that "The power by force of arms
to compel a State to remain in the Union" was not among the "enumerated powers granted to Congress".
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The original Northern objective in the Civil War was the preservation of the Unionâ€”a war aim with which
virtually everybody in the free states agreed. As the fighting progressed, the Lincoln government Origins of
Reconstruction The national debate over Reconstruction began during the Civil War. In December , less than a
year after he issued the Emancipation Proclamation , Pres. To Lincoln, the plan was an attempt to weaken the
Confederacy rather than a blueprint for the postwar South. It was put into operation in parts of the
Union-occupied Confederacy, but none of the new governments achieved broad local support. In Congress
enacted and Lincoln pocket vetoed the Wade-Davis Bill , which proposed to delay the formation of new
Southern governments until a majority of voters had taken a loyalty oath. Johnson offered a pardon to all
Southern whites except Confederate leaders and wealthy planters although most of these subsequently
received individual pardons , restoring their political rights and all property except slaves. He also outlined
how new state governments would be created. Apart from the requirement that they abolish slavery, repudiate
secession, and abrogate the Confederate debt, these governments were granted a free hand in managing their
affairs. Andrew Johnson, photographed by Mathew Brady. Library of Congress, Washington, D. Thaddeus
Stevens of Pennsylvania and Sen. Charles Sumner from Massachusetts called for the establishment of new
Southern governments based on equality before the law and universal male suffrage. But the more numerous
moderate Republicans hoped to work with Johnson while modifying his program. The first extended the life of
an agency Congress had created in to oversee the transition from slavery to freedom. The second defined all
persons born in the United States as national citizens, who were to enjoy equality before the law. Thaddeus
Stevens, photo by Mathew Brady. Arguably the most important addition to the Constitution other than the Bill
of Rights , the amendment constituted a profound change in federal-state relations. Congress decided to begin
Reconstruction anew. The Reconstruction Acts of divided the South into five military districts and outlined
how new governments, based on manhood suffrage without regard to race, were to be established. Thus began
the period of Radical or Congressional Reconstruction, which lasted until the end of the last Southern
Republican governments in Three groups made up Southern Republicanism. The second large group,
scalawags , or native-born white Republicans, included some businessmen and planters, but most were
nonslaveholding small farmers from the Southern up-country. Loyal to the Union during the Civil War, they
saw the Republican Party as a means of keeping Confederates from regaining power in the South. In every
state, African Americans formed the overwhelming majority of Southern Republican voters. From the
beginning of Reconstruction, black conventions and newspapers throughout the South had called for the
extension of full civil and political rights to African Americans. Composed of those who had been free before
the Civil War plus slave ministers, artisans, and Civil War veterans, the black political leadership pressed for
the elimination of the racial caste system and the economic uplifting of the former slaves. Bruce in the U.
Senateâ€”more than in state legislatures, and hundreds more in local offices from sheriff to justice of the peace
scattered across the South. Turner of Alabama, Josiah T. Walls of Florida, and Joseph H. Delarge of South
Carolina and Jefferson H. Bruce, senator from Mississippi. But the economic program spawned corruption and
rising taxes, alienating increasing numbers of white voters. Meanwhile, the social and economic
transformation of the South proceeded apace. To blacks, freedom meant independence from white control.
Reconstruction provided the opportunity for African Americans to solidify their family ties and to create
independent religious institutions, which became centres of community life that survived long after
Reconstruction ended. The former slaves also demanded economic independence. But President Johnson in
the summer of ordered land in federal hands to be returned to its former owners. Lacking land, most former
slaves had little economic alternative other than resuming work on plantations owned by whites. Some worked
for wages, others as sharecroppers, who divided the crop with the owner at the end of the year. Neither status
offered much hope for economic mobility. For decades, most Southern blacks remained propertyless and poor.
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Nonetheless, the political revolution of Reconstruction spawned increasingly violent opposition from white
Southerners. White supremacist organizations that committed terrorist acts, such as the Ku Klux Klan ,
targeted local Republican leaders for beatings or assassination. African Americans who asserted their rights in
dealings with white employers, teachers, ministers, and others seeking to assist the former slaves also became
targets. At Colfax, Louisiana, in , scores of black militiamen were killed after surrendering to armed whites
intent on seizing control of local government. Increasingly, the new Southern governments looked to
Washington, D. Depiction of the secret societies that terrorized African Americans during Reconstruction. By
the Republican Party was firmly in control of all three branches of the federal government. After attempting to
remove Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton , in violation of the new Tenure of Office Act , Johnson had been
impeached by the House of Representatives in Grant was elected president that fall see United States
presidential election of Soon afterward, Congress approved the Fifteenth Amendment , prohibiting states from
restricting the right to vote because of race. Then it enacted a series of Enforcement Acts authorizing national
action to suppress political violence. In the administration launched a legal and military offensive that
destroyed the Klan. Grant was reelected in in the most peaceful election of the period. The end of
Reconstruction Nonetheless, Reconstruction soon began to wane. During the s, many Republicans retreated
from both the racial egalitarianism and the broad definition of federal power spawned by the Civil War. As
Northern Republicans became more conservative , Reconstruction came to symbolize a misguided attempt to
uplift the lower classes of society. Reflecting the shifting mood, a series of Supreme Court decisions,
beginning with the Slaughterhouse Cases in , severely limited the scope of Reconstruction laws and
constitutional amendments. Caught in a Trap, a cartoon from c. Hayes and Democrat Samuel J. Tilden hinged
on disputed returns from these states. Negotiations between Southern political leaders and representatives of
Hayes produced a bargain: Hayes would recognize Democratic control of the remaining Southern states, and
Democrats would not block the certification of his election by Congress see United States presidential election
of Hayes was inaugurated; federal troops returned to their barracks; and as an era when the federal
government accepted the responsibility for protecting the rights of the former slaves, Reconstruction came to
an end. By the turn of the century, a new racial system had been put in place in the South, resting on the
disenfranchisement of black voters, a rigid system of racial segregation , the relegation of African Americans
to low-wage agricultural and domestic employment, and legal and extralegal violence to punish those who
challenged the new order. Nonetheless, while flagrantly violated, the Reconstruction amendments remained in
the Constitution, sleeping giants, as Charles Sumner called them, to be awakened by subsequent generations
who sought to redeem the promise of genuine freedom for the descendants of slavery.
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Links about Reconstruction Reconstruction Reconstruction refers to the period immediately after the Civil
War from to when several United States administrations sought to reconstruct society in the former
Confederate states in particular by establishing and protecting the legal rights of the newly freed black
population. Historians consider Reconstruction to be a total failure as the former Confederate states did not
recover economically from the devastation of the war and the Black population was reduced to second class
status with limited rights enforced through violence and discrimination. Douglas, who escaped slavery
himself, was famous before and during the Civil war as an orator and writer fighting for abolition. His
autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, detailed his life as a slave and is still read today.
He died the next day, April 15 Lincoln was the first President of the United States to be assassinated. The
basics of the plan were that a state would be readmitted when 10 percent of its voting population had taken an
oath of allegiance to the Union and accepted the end of slavery. Only high rank Confederates such as army
officers and government officials would be exept from a full pardon for their role in the conflict. The plan was
deeply unpopular with Radical Republicans in Congress who felt it was much too lenient towards the
Confederates. This policy became popularly known as "Forty Acres and a Mule". However under pressure
from President Johnson and from the passage of Black Codes, the issue of ownership of land shifted to a a
question of wage labor instead. Ingersoll Sharecropping was a situation where a landowner provided a farmer
with land and equipment including seed and tools to farm the landowners property. In exchange the
sharecropper gave up a chunk of his harvest usually one-third to one-half to pay off his debt for using the land
and for equipment provided. This system became widespread in the south following the Civil war and
remained in force largely until the middle of the 20th century. Sharecroppers largely remained trapped on the
land by debt and in crippling poverty. He was the Republican Senator from Mississippi from during the period
of Reconstruction. Bruce was the Republican Senator for Mississippi from during Reconstruction. It was
officially titled the Bureau of Refugees, Feedmen and Abandoned Lands and was created by President Lincoln
in with the intention to aid the newly freed population in the south. The Bureau operated as part of the
Department of War now called the Defense Department and was originally intended to last one year. Its
mission however was expanded to include duties such as education and employment of the newly freed
population. The Bureau continued to function until when Congress shut it down. They were also very
supportive of establishing and protecting the civil and voting rights of the newly freed Black population of the
south. The high point of their power was the impeachment of President Johnson which failed by one vote.
They splintered as a political movement within the Republican party once Reconstruction ended in Stevens
was an opponent of slavery before the war and after the war sought to secure the rights of the newly freed
population in the former Confederacy. He was a political enemy of President Andrew Johnson and played a
major role in bring about the failed impeachment proceedings against him. This was part of the power struggle
between Johnson who sought highly lenient policies towards the former Confederate states and the Radical
Republicans who wanted a harsher version of Reconstruction as well as more forceful protection of the rights
of the newly freed southern black population. Ultimately the impeachment, which was not popular or
supported by the general public, failed by one vote. Grant was instrumental in the battlefield defeat of the
Confederacy and then as President worked to implement Reconstruction. He was also the first black presiding
officer of the House of Representatives. Rainey was the Republican representative from South Carolina.
Slavery Gordon, a Louisiana slave who escaped to freedom in March Slavery is a legal and economic system
where people are treated as property. Slavery in North America existed since settlement began in the 17th
century. Within the United States, by the time of the start of the civil war slavery had become extinct in the
northern states, defined largely as north of the Mason-Dixon line that forms the boundary between
Pennsylvania and Maryland. Slavery continued to exist in the south until put down by the Union Army and
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abolished officially by the 13th amendment to the Constitution in The international slave trade was ended by
the British Navy in the early 19th century. Carpetbaggers and Scalawags Carpetbagger by Thomas Nast
Carpetbaggers was the term used to refere to Northerners who moved to the south during Reconstruction to
profit from the situation in the territory. The name was a referece to the carpet bag luggage that many of the
Northerners used. Scalawags were Southern whites who supported the Republicans and the various policies of
Reconstruction in the south. The name was originally a reference to low-grade farm animals. It has had three
different manifestations in three different eras. The first era, when the group was founded, was in the
aftermath of the Civil War, particularly during Reconstruction. Though it was officially disbanded in , it
continued to function well into the the early s. The Federal government passed a variety of laws and acts to
dismantle the Klan in that period which had some success. The KKK did not resurface again until the
beginning of the 20th century. After the war he served in the Ku Klux Klan but distanced himself from them
by denying any formal connection. He was responsible for officially dissolving the first incarnation of the
Klan in though they continued to operate afterwards for many years. He was the first President to be
impeached and avoided removal from office by a single vote. The main accomplishments of his time in office
was the end of Reconstruction and the begining of reforms to the civil service. Hayes lost the popular vote to
Democrat Samuel Tildon in but won in the electoral college when Democrats agreed to his election on the
condition that Reconstruction and the military occupation of the three states still being reconstructed be ended.
This deal was known as the Compromise of Once Hayes took office he ended Reconstruction.
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Visit Website Did you know? At Chancellorsville, Jackson was shot by one of his own men, who mistook him
for Union cavalry. His arm was amputated, and he died from pneumonia eight days later. In , the U. Congress
passed the Kansas- Nebraska Act, which essentially opened all new territories to slavery by asserting the rule
of popular sovereignty over congressional edict. On April 12, after Lincoln ordered a fleet to resupply Sumter,
Confederate artillery fired the first shots of the Civil War. Border slave states like Missouri , Kentucky and
Maryland did not secede, but there was much Confederate sympathy among their citizens. Though on the
surface the Civil War may have seemed a lopsided conflict, with the 23 states of the Union enjoying an
enormous advantage in population, manufacturing including arms production and railroad construction, the
Confederates had a strong military tradition, along with some of the best soldiers and commanders in the
nation. They also had a cause they believed in: McClellanâ€”who replaced the aging General Winfield Scott
as supreme commander of the Union Army after the first months of the warâ€”was beloved by his troops, but
his reluctance to advance frustrated Lincoln. The combined forces of Robert E. Lincoln refused, and instead
withdrew the Army of the Potomac to Washington. Halleck, though he remained in command of the Army of
the Potomac. On the heels of his victory at Manassas, Lee began the first Confederate invasion of the North.
Despite contradictory orders from Lincoln and Halleck, McClellan was able to reorganize his army and strike
at Lee on September 14 in Maryland, driving the Confederates back to a defensive position along Antietam
Creek, near Sharpsburg. Total casualties at Antietam numbered 12, of some 69, troops on the Union side, and
13, of around 52, for the Confederates. The Union victory at Antietam would prove decisive, as it halted the
Confederate advance in Maryland and forced Lee to retreat into Virginia. After the Emancipation
Proclamation Lincoln had used the occasion of the Union victory at Antietam to issue a preliminary
Emancipation Proclamation , which freed all slaves in the rebellious states after January 1, He justified his
decision as a wartime measure, and did not go so far as to free the slaves in the border states loyal to the
Union. Still, the Emancipation Proclamation deprived the Confederacy of the bulk of its labor forces and put
international public opinion strongly on the Union side. Some , black soldiers would join the Union Army by
the time the war ended in , and 38, lost their lives. The Confederates gained a costly victory in the battle that
followed, suffering 13, casualties around 22 percent of their troops ; the Union lost 17, men 15 percent. Over
three days of fierce fighting, the Confederates were unable to push through the Union center, and suffered
casualties of close to 60 percent. Also in July , Union forces under Ulysses S. Grant took Vicksburg
Mississippi , a victory that would prove to be the turning point of the war in the western theater. Despite heavy
Union casualties in the Battle of the Wilderness and at Spotsylvania both May , at Cold Harbor early June and
the key rail center of Petersburg June , Grant pursued a strategy of attrition, putting Petersburg under siege for
the next nine months. For most of the next week, Grant and Meade pursued the Confederates along the
Appomattox River, finally exhausting their possibilities for escape. On the eve of victory, the Union lost its
great leader:

Page 10

THE FIRST AMERICAN CIVIL WAR; FIRST PERIOD pdf
6: Catalog Record: The first American civil war; first period, | Hathi Trust Digital Library
The First American Civil War First Period, , With Chapters on the Continental or Revolutionary Army and on the Forces
of the Crown by Henry Belcher.

Visit Website Did you know? During Reconstruction, the Republican Party in the South represented a
coalition of blacks who made up the overwhelming majority of Republican voters in the region along with
"carpetbaggers" and "scalawags," as white Republicans from the North and South, respectively, were known.
Emancipation changed the stakes of the Civil War, ensuring that a Union victory would mean large-scale
social revolution in the South. It was still very unclear, however, what form this revolution would take. Over
the next several years, Lincoln considered ideas about how to welcome the devastated South back into the
Union, but as the war drew to a close in early he still had no clear plan. In a speech delivered on April 11,
while referring to plans for Reconstruction in Louisiana , Lincoln proposed that some blacksâ€”including free
blacks and those who had enlisted in the militaryâ€”deserved the right to vote. He was assassinated three days
later, however, and it would fall to his successor to put plans for Reconstruction in place. Apart from being
required to uphold the abolition of slavery in compliance with the 13th Amendment to the Constitution , swear
loyalty to the Union and pay off war debt, southern state governments were given free reign to rebuild
themselves. These repressive codes enraged many in the North, including numerous members of Congress,
which refused to seat congressmen and senators elected from the southern states. The first bill extended the
life of the bureau, originally established as a temporary organization charged with assisting refugees and freed
slaves, while the second defined all persons born in the United States as national citizens who were to enjoy
equality before the law. After Johnson vetoed the billsâ€”causing a permanent rupture in his relationship with
Congress that would culminate in his impeachment in â€”the Civil Rights Act became the first major bill to
become law over presidential veto. African-American participation in southern public life after would be by
far the most radical development of Reconstruction, which was essentially a large-scale experiment in
interracial democracy unlike that of any other society following the abolition of slavery. Blacks won election
to southern state governments and even to the U. Congress during this period. Reconstruction Comes to an
End After , an increasing number of southern whites turned to violence in response to the revolutionary
changes of Radical Reconstruction. The Ku Klux Klan and other white supremacist organizations targeted
local Republican leaders, white and black, and other African Americans who challenged white authority.
Though federal legislation passed during the administration of President Ulysses S. Grant in took aim at the
Klan and others who attempted to interfere with black suffrage and other political rights, white supremacy
gradually reasserted its hold on the South after the early s as support for Reconstruction waned. Racism was
still a potent force in both South and North, and Republicans became more conservative and less egalitarian as
the decade continued. In â€”after an economic depression plunged much of the South into povertyâ€”the
Democratic Party won control of the House of Representatives for the first time since the Civil War. When
Democrats waged a campaign of violence to take control of Mississippi in , Grant refused to send federal
troops, marking the end of federal support for Reconstruction-era state governments in the South. In the
contested presidential election that year, Republican candidate Rutherford B. Hayes reached a compromise
with Democrats in Congress: In exchange for certification of his election, he acknowledged Democratic
control of the entire South. A century later, the legacy of Reconstruction would be revived during the civil
rights movement of the s, as African Americans fought for the political, economic and social equality that had
long been denied them.
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The American Civil War, â€”, resulted from long-standing sectional differences and questions not fully
resolved when the United States Constitution was ratified in , primarily the issue of slavery and states rights.
Over the course of the Civil War weapons ranged from obsolete flintlocks to state-of-the-art repeaters. During
the Civil War, women took on new roles, including running farms and plantations and spying; some disguised
themselves as men and fought in battle. In the decades following the conflict, those who did not wish to upset
adherents of either side simply called it The Late Unpleasantness. It is also known as Mr. An estimated total of
,,, were killed in action or died of disease. More than twice that number were wounded but survived at least
long enough to muster out. Casualties of the Civil War cannot be calculated exactly, due to missing records
especially on the Southern side and the inability to determine exactly how many combatants died from
wounds, drug addiction, or other war-related causes after leaving the service. An untold number of civilians
also perished, primarily from disease as entire towns became hospitals. Other actions include the Battle of
Memphis , Charleston Harbor , and Mobile Bay , and the naval sieges of Vicksburg in and again in
Throughout the war, the Union had a decided advantage in both numbers and quality of naval vessels. On
April 12 the Confederates opened fire with cannon. On April 15, Lincoln called for 75, volunteers to put down
the Southern rebellion, a move that prompted Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas and North Carolina to reverse
themselves and vote in favor of secession. Most of the western section of Virginia rejected the secession vote
and broke away, ultimately forming a new, Union-loyal state, West Virginia. Many graduates of the U.
Neither side expected a war of long duration. Volunteers were asked to serve for 90 days. Southerners thought
Northerners too weak and cowardly to fight. Northerners thought a dependence upon slave labor had rendered
Southerners too weak both physically and morally to present a serious battlefield threat. Both sides were due
for a rude awakening. To prevent a Northern victory, the South would have to defend that same large area, but
with a smaller population and less industry than the North could ultimately bring to bear. A short war would
favor the South, a long one the North. The Western Theater began west of the Alleghenies West Virginia
excepted and continued to the Mississippi River, but it also included the interior of the Carolinas, Georgia, and
Florida. Events farther west are considered to have occurred in the Trans-Mississippi Theater and the Far
West. Lasting less than half an hour, the affair would barely qualify as a skirmish later in the war, but the
Union victory there and subsequent ones in the region elevated the reputation of Major General George B.
McClellan, commander of the Department of the Ohio. The first real battle took place July 21, , on the hills
around Bull Run creek outside Manassas, Virginia, a railroad junction some 30 miles south of the Northern
capital at Washington City Washington, D. During the war, the North named battles for the nearest body of
water, and the South used the name of the nearest town. The Union army made progress early in the battle, but
Confederate reinforcements arrived late in the day from the Shenandoah Valley and routed the Federals. The
unfortunate Union commander, Irvin McDowell, was made the scapegoat and was replaced with an officer
who had some victories to his credit: On September 10 a Union victory at Carnifax Ferry in the Big Kanawha
Valley of West Virginia virtually ended Confederate control in most of the western counties, although there
would be raids and guerrilla warfare there. A successful naval invasion of North Carolina took place in
August. The Western Theater saw only minor skirmishing. Kentucky was attempting to remain neutral and
had vowed to take sides against whichever side first moved troops into it. That was the Confederacy, which
felt compelled to establish Mississippi River forts and establish camps within the state to repel any attempted
Union move south. The Union commander, Nathaniel Lyon, was killed, the first Federal general to die in
action during the war. Bee at First Manassas. The year saw the first clash between ironclad warships, in the
Battle of Hampton Roads. Lincoln announced his Emancipation Proclamation. The South found two heroes:
Lee, who took command of the main Confederate army. Lincoln would be hard-pressed to find a commander
Lee could not out-general. Farther south along the Atlantic Coast, Federals captured territory in North and
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South Carolina and Georgia, but lost a chance to shorten the war when they were turned back at the Battle of
Secessionville, South Carolina. In the Western Theater, Union forces made deep penetrations into Dixie,
beginning the year along the Ohio River and finishing it in control of Middle and West Tennessee, with
outposts in Mississippi. Even New Orleans was under the Stars and Stripes again. Beyond the Mississippi,
initial Confederate successes in New Mexico territory were nullified by a defeat at Glorietta Pass. Texans
lynched 50 Unionists in what became known as the Great Hanging at Gainesville and attacked German
immigrants trying to leave the state, executing nine of the wounded after the Battle of the Nueces. Three
hundred Sioux were sentenced to hang, but Lincoln cut that number to 38â€”still the largest mass execution in
U. September saw simultaneous Confederate invasions into Maryland and Kentucky in September. Neither,
however, was long lived. The year endedâ€”and the new year would beginâ€”with another bloodbath, on the
banks of Stones River outside Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Overall, the scales were still nearly balanced between
the two sides in their struggle to restore the Union or to establish a Southern Confederacy. Lee then suffered a
major defeat at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, in early July. The two antagonists met again in November in a
confused, inconclusive affair known as the Mine Run Campaign. In response, Lee divided his force, leaving
part of it to guard the river at Fredericksburg. On April 30, Hooker and Lee collided near a mansion called
Chancellorsville in a densely thicketed area of woods known as The Wilderness. He died May Lee, learning
the Federals had captured Fredericksburg, divided his force again and defeated them at Salem Church. Hooker
gave up the campaign and withdrew on the night of May 5â€”6. Read more about the Battle of
Chancellorsville. Grant on July 4 after a day siege. Grant was placed in command of all Western armies, a
prelude to an even greater promotion that would come the following spring. Two massacres marked Connor
attacked the camp of Chief Bear Hunter on January Quantrill sacked and burned Lawrence, Kansas, a center
for pro-Union, anti-slavery Jayhawkers and Redlegs, killing â€” men and boys. His men encountered the
Army of the Potomac, now under George Gordon Meade, at a crossroads town in southeastern Pennsylvania
on July 1. Capturing the town but failing to take the high ground around it, Lee assailed the Union flanks the
next day. On July 3, Lee made perhaps his greatest mistake of the war, ordering a frontal attack across open
ground against the Union center on Cemetery Ridge. Read more about the Battle Of Gettysburg. The year also
saw an event unique in American history. Counties of western Virginia had refused to leave the Union when
the state seceded in At the end of , both sides still had significant forces, and the Confederates enjoyed good
defensive terrain in Virginia and North Georgia. If they could inflict enough losses on their Northern
opponents, they might win at the ballot box what they could not on the field of battle: Lincoln was vulnerable
and in the elections might be replaced by a Democrat who would make peace with the Confederacy. Grant,
who was put in charge of all Union armies in March Three days later, it collided with Robert E. There was no
such clear-cut outcome this time. Lee anticipated the move, and the two armies tore at each other again for two
weeks in May around Spotsylvania Courthouse. The siege of Richmond and Petersburg had begun. A tardy
advance by a large number of Union soldiers into the foot-deep crater it created allowed the Southerners time
to recover. They poured fired into the densely packed Federals; eventually, the fighting was hand-to-hand.
Angered by the blast and the presence of black troops, the Confederates gave no quarter and the Battle of the
Crater resulted in 4, Union casualties for no gain. After a victory at Lynchburg in June, Jubal A. A desperate
delaying action on July 9 at Monocacy, Maryland, by an outnumbered force under Lew Wallaceâ€”the future
author of Ben Hurâ€”bought the capital time to prepare. Lincoln came out to watch the fighting. When Grant
went east his friend and subordinate, William Tecumseh Sherman , took command of the armies of the
Tennessee and the Cumberland at Chattanooga. While Grant bludgeoned and sidestepped his way toward
Richmond, Sherman was slugging through the mountains of North Georgia. There, Confederate general
Joseph Johnston made superb use of terrain to slow the Federal advance. But gradually, his armies closed in
on the rail center of Atlanta. The capture of Atlanta was one of the most crucial events of the war. The
Democrats had nominated George B. McClellan, the former commander of the Army of the Potomac, as their
candidate. The party made many missteps during the campaign, and for the first time ever, the North allowed
soldiers to vote in the field. He reached Savannah by Christmas, leaving a mile wide swath of ashes, wrecked
railroads and utter destruction behind him. Sherman detached George Thomas and the Army of the
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Cumberland to deal with him. At the town of Franklin, Hood ordered frontal assaults that after five hours of
intense fighting, left his army in tatters; five generals were dead. After an ice storm melted, Thomas came out
of his works and finished the job of shattering the Confederate army. Its remnants withdrew to Tupelo,
Mississippi. Stories that his men massacred Union soldiers, particularly members of the United States Colored
Troops captured at Fort Pillow , a poorly designed Mississippi River fort north of Memphis, gained instant
credence in the North, but two official inquiries were unable to reach a conclusion about what had actually
happened.

Page 14

THE FIRST AMERICAN CIVIL WAR; FIRST PERIOD pdf
8: American Civil War - Wikipedia
In the first decades after the fighting, histories of the Civil War generally reflected the views of Northerners who had
participated in the conflict. The war appeared to be a stark moral conflict in which the South was to blame, a conflict that
arose as a result of the designs of slave power.

Reconstruction refers to the period following the Civil War of rebuilding the United States. It was a time of
great pain and endless questions. On what terms would the Confederacy be allowed back into the Union? Who
would establish the terms, Congress or the President? What was to be the place of freed blacks in the South?
Did Abolition mean that black men would now enjoy the same status as white men? What was to be done with
the Confederate leaders, who were seen as traitors by many in the North? Although the military conflict had
ended, Reconstruction was in many ways still a war. This important struggle was waged by radical northerners
who wanted to punish the South and Southerners who desperately wanted to preserve their way of life. Library
of Congress LC-USZ This drawing of African American soldiers returning to their families in Little Rock,
Arkansas, after the war captures the exhuberant spirit of many former slaves upon gaining their freedom. They
were soon to find out that freedom did not necessarily mean equality. Slavery, in practical terms, died with the
end of the Civil War. Three Constitutional amendments altered the nature of African-American rights. The
Thirteenth Amendment formally abolished slavery in all states and territories. The Fourteenth Amendment
prohibited states from depriving any male citizen of equal protection under the law, regardless of race. The
Fifteenth Amendment granted the right to vote to African-American males. Ratification of these amendments
became a requirement for Southern states to be readmitted into the Union. Although these measures were
positive steps toward racial equality, their enforcement proved extremely difficult. The period of Presidential
Reconstruction lasted from to He pardoned most Southern whites, appointed provisional governors and
outlined steps for the creation of new state governments. Johnson felt that each state government could best
decide how they wanted blacks to be treated. Many in the North were infuriated that the South would be
returning their former Confederate leaders to power. They were also alarmed by Southern adoption of Black
Codes that sought to maintain white supremacy. Recently freed blacks found the postwar South very similar to
the prewar South. He later tried to disband the group when they became too violent. The Congressional
elections of brought Radical Republicans to power. They wanted to punish the South, and to prevent the ruling
class from continuing in power. They passed the Military Reconstruction Acts of , which divided the South
into five military districts and outlined how the new governments would be designed. Under federal bayonets,
blacks, including those who had recently been freed, received the right to vote, hold political offices, and
become judges and police chiefs. They held positions that formerly belonged to Southern Democrats. Many in
the South were aghast. President Johnson vetoed all the Radical initiatives, but Congress overrode him each
time. It was the Radical Republicans who impeached President Johnson in The Senate, by a single vote, failed
to convict him, but his power to hinder radical reform was diminished. Not all supported the Radical
Republicans. Many Southern whites could not accept the idea that former slaves could not only vote but hold
office. It was in this era that the Ku Klux Klan was born. A reign of terror was aimed both at local Republican
leaders as well as at blacks seeking to assert their new political rights. Unable to protect themselves, Southern
blacks and Republicans looked to Washington for protection. After ten years, Congress and the radicals grew
weary of federal involvement in the South. The withdrawal of Union troops in brought renewed attempts to
strip African-Americans of their newly acquired rights.
9: Origins of the American Civil War - Wikipedia
The Union victory in the Civil War in may have given some 4 million slaves their freedom, but the process of rebuilding
the South during the Reconstruction period () introduced a new.
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