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Leopold von Ranke (German: [fÉ”n ËˆÊ•aÅ‹kÉ™]; 21 December - 23 May ) was a German historian and a founder of
modern source-based history. According to Caroline Hoefferle, "Ranke was probably the most important historian to
shape [the] historical profession as it emerged in Europe and the United States in the late 19th century.".

Leopold von Ranke German: Early life Ranke was born in Wiehe , then part of the Electorate of Saxony. He
came from a family of Lutheran pastors and lawyers. He was educated partly at home and partly in the high
school at Schulpforta. His early years engendered a lifelong love of Ancient Greek , Latin and Lutheranism. In
, Ranke entered the University of Leipzig,[7] where his subjects were Classics and Lutheran theology. At
Leipzig , Ranke became an expert in philology and translation of the ancient authors into German. His
teachers included Johann Gottfried Jakob Hermann. Ranke showed little interest in the work of modern history
because of his dissatisfaction with what he regarded as history books that were merely a collection of facts
lumped together by modern historians. Between and , Ranke worked as a schoolmaster teaching classics at the
Friedrichs Gymnasium in Frankfurt an der Oder. During this time, he became interested in history , in part
because of his desire to be involved in the developing field of a more professionalized history, and in part
because of his desire to find the hand of God in the workings of history. In that sense, he leaned on the
traditions of philology but emphasized mundane documents instead of old and exotic literature. At the
university he used the seminar system, and taught how to check the value of sources. Ranke became deeply
involved in the dispute between the followers of the legal professor Friedrich Carl von Savigny who
emphasized the varieties of different periods of history and the followers of the philosopher Georg Wilhelm
Friedrich Hegel who saw history as the unfolding of a universal story. Ranke supported Savigny and criticized
the Hegelian view of history as being a one-size-fits-all approach. Also during his time in Berlin , Ranke
became the first historian to utilize the forty-seven volumes that comprised the diplomatic archives of Venice
from the 16th century and 17th centuries. Since many archives opened up during this time he sent out his
students to these places to recruit information. In his classrooms he would discuss the sources that his students
would find and would emphasize that history should be told "the way it happened". Because of this he is often
seen as "the pioneer of a critical historical science". It was in Vienna where the friendship of Friedrich von
Gentz and the protection of Klemens von Metternich opened to him the Venetian Archives, a fresh source, the
value of which he first discovered; it is still not exhausted. This was afterwards expanded into Serbien und die
Turkei im 19 Jahrhundert In to , at the behest of the Prussian government, Ranke founded and edited the
Historische-Politische Zeitschrift journal. Ranke, who was a conservative , used the journal to attack the ideas
of Liberalism. In his article "The Great Powers" and his article "Dialogue on Politics", Ranke claimed that
every state is given a special moral character from God and individuals should strive to best fulfill the "idea"
of their state. Thus, in this way, Ranke urged his readers to stay loyal to the Prussian state and reject the ideas
of the French Revolution , which Ranke claimed were meant for France only. As a Protestant, Ranke was
barred from viewing the Vatican archives in Rome , but on the basis of private papers in Rome and Venice, he
was able to explain the history of the papacy in the 16th century. In this book, Ranke coined the term the
Counter Reformation , and offered colorful portrayals of Pope Paul IV , Ignatius of Loyola and Pope Pius V ,
and opined "I see the time approaching when we shall base modern history, no longer on the reports even of
contemporary historians, except insofar as they were in the possession of personal and immediate knowledge
of facts; and still less on work yet more remote from the source; but rather on the narratives of eyewitnesses,
and on genuine and original documents. She had been educated in England and the continent. They were
engaged on 1 October and married in Bowness , England, in a ceremony officiated by her brother, Robert
Perceval Graves, an Anglican priest. In â€”61 he published French History Mainly in the 16th and 17th
Centuries 5 vols. In in a series of lectures[15] given before future King Maximilian II of Bavaria , Ranke
argued that "every age is next to God", by which he meant that every period of history is unique and must be
understood in its own context. He argued that God gazes over history in its totality and finds all periods equal.
Ranke rejected the teleological approach to history, by which each period is considered inferior to the period
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which follows. Thus, the Middle Ages were not inferior to the Renaissance , simply different. Ultimately,
"History is no criminal court. At this point he was eighty years old, and had shot his bolt, devoting the rest of
his career to shorter treatises on German history that supplement his earlier writings. Later life Ranke in The
honors poured in. In Ranke was ennobled, in appointed a Prussian Privy Councillor, and in given an honorary
citizenship of Berlin. In he was appointed the first honorary member of the American Historical Association.
Starting in Ranke began a huge 6-volume work on World History , which began with ancient Egypt and the
Israelites. After his wife died in , Ranke became half-blind, depending on assistants to read to him. A diary
entry from January contains his mature thoughts about being a historian: Not only in the arts, but even in some
scholarly fields, young men develop into full bloom, or at least display their originality. Musicians and
mathematicians have the expectation of attaining eminence in early years. But a historian must be old, not
only because of the immeasurable extent of his field of study, but because of the insight into the historical
process which a long life confers, especially under changing conditions. It would hardly be bearable for him to
have only a short span of experience. For his personal development requires that great events complete their
course before his eyes, that others collapse, that new forms be attempted. Methodology and criticism At the
core of his method, Ranke did not believe that general theories could cut across time and space. Instead, he
made statements about the time using quotations from primary sources. These tendencies, however, can only
be described; they can not, in the last resort, be summed up in a concept. However, he had critics among his
contemporaries, including Karl Marx , a former Hegelian, who suggested that Ranke engaged in some of the
practices he criticized in other historians. Despite his opening statement, Ranke largely treated all of the
nations under examination separately until the outbreak of the wars for the control of Italy starting in To such
high offices this work does not aspire: It wants only to show what actually happened wie es eigentlich
gewesen ". There has been much debate over the precise meaning of this phrase. Some have argued that
adhering to the principle of wie es eigentlich gewesen means that the historian should document facts but not
offer any interpretation of these facts. Following Georg Iggers, Peter Novick has argued that Ranke, who was
more of a romantic and idealist than his American contemporaries understood, meant instead that the historian
should discover the facts and find the essences behind them. Under this view, the word eigentlich should be
translated as "essentially", the aim then being to "show what essentially happened". They held sway among
historians until the midth century, when they were challenged by E. Carr and Fernand Braudel.
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Leopold von Ranke, (born Dec. 21, , Wiehe, Thuringia, Saxony [Germany]â€”died May 23, , Berlin), leading German
historian of the 19th century, whose scholarly method and way of teaching (he was the first to establish a historical
seminar) had a great influence on Western historiography.

Soon other German universities became centres of advanced historical research. This was particularly true of
Berlin, which was the site of the Prussian Academy of Sciences founded and the University of Berlin founded
as Friedrich Wilhelm University in â€”10; renamed Humboldtâ€¦ Education. Ranke was born into a devout
family of Lutheran pastors and lawyers. After attending the renowned Protestant boarding school of
Schulpforta, he entered the University of Leipzig. He studied theology and the classics, concentrating on
philological work and the translation and exposition of texts. This approach he later developed into a highly
influential technique of philological and historical textual criticism. His predilection for history arose from his
studies of the ancient writers, his indifference to the rationalistic theology still in vogue in Leipzig , and his
intense interest in Luther as a historical character. But he decided in favour of history only in Frankfurt an der
Oder , where he was a secondary school teacher from to As a result of these publications, he was appointed
associate professor in at the University of Berlin , where he taught as full professor from to Many of the
students in his famous seminars were to become prominent historians, continuing his method of research and
training in other universities. Rising above religious partisanship, Ranke in this work depicts the papacy not
just as an ecclesiastical institution but above all as a worldly power. Before this work appeared, Ranke the
historian had been drawn briefly into contemporary history and politics. A disillusioning experience, it
produced, however, a few short writings in which he expressed his scholarly and political convictions more
directly than in his major works. Disregarding his real talents and misjudging the contemporaneous political
dissensions, which in were intensified by the liberal July revolution in France , he undertook to edit a
periodical defending Prussian policy and its rejection of liberal and democratic thinking. Only two volumes of
the Historisch-politische Zeitschrift were published from to , most of the articles being written by Ranke
himself. While he tried to explain the conflicts of the times from a historicalâ€”and for him that meant
nonpartisanâ€”viewpoint, in essence he sought to prove that the French revolutionary development could not
and should not be repeated in Germany. Ranke believed that history evolves in the separate development of
individual men, peoples, and states, which together constitute the process of culture. The history of Europe
from the late 15th century onwardâ€”in which each people, though sharing one cultural tradition, was free to
develop its own concept of the stateâ€”seemed to him to confirm his thesis. Ranke dismissed abstract,
universally valid principles as requirements for the establishment of social and national order; he felt that
social and political principles must vary according to the characteristics of different peoples. This continuity is
the prerequisite for the development of a culture and also for understanding historical reality. In practice,
however, Ranke endorsed the social and political order of his timeâ€”the European system of states, the
German Federation with its numerous monarchies, and Prussia before the revolution, with its powerful
monarchy and bureaucracy , its highly developed educational system, and its rejection of liberal and
democratic trendsâ€”as resulting from the European cultural process, a process that, according to him, would
be demolished by democratic revolution. The search for objectivity. But Ranke pleased no one; too devoted to
the state for the liberals, he was not sufficiently dogmatic for the conservatives. He therefore returned to his
historiographical work in which he thought he could more successfully attain his ideal of objectivity. From to
the Deutsche Geschichte im Zeitalter der Reformation History of the Reformation in Germany, â€”47
appeared, the first scholarly treatment of that age. A History of France Principally During That Period, ; and,
in â€”69, the Englische Geschichte, vornehmlich im sechzehnten und siebzehnten Jahrhundert A History of
England Principally in the Seventeenth Century, â€”each consisting of several volumes that, although partly
rendered obsolete by later research, are still worth reading today for their great narrative skill. In these works,
too, Ranke deals with the leading European states at decisive stages of their development within the European
system. Ranke typically restricts himself to the Latin and Germanic nations as the protagonists of cultural
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development, among whomâ€”from the 16th century onâ€”the Protestant states had increasingly assumed
leadership; and just as typically, he focusses on political history; i. Like the Englische Geschichte, these books
exhibit a certain bias against political and social change, especially the appearance of radical movements. In
his lectures Ranke often dealt with the history of his time; they did not, apparently, differ in concept or
emphasis from his books. Yet his work demonstrates that his intellectual credo influenced his political views.
Ranke reached the peak of his fame as the most important living historian in the second half of the century. In
he was ennobled and in made a privy counsellor. In the meantime, failing eyesight had turned him into a
lonely scholar who depended on the help of assistants. Ranke thus fulfilled the task he had set himself as a
young man: He wrote it in the conviction that the peaceful evolution of culture was definitively protected
against the danger of revolution and that the conflict between popular sovereignty and the monarchy had been
settled once and for all in favour of the latter. He contributed greatly to the progress of historiography:
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A brief biography of historian Leopold von Ranke The son of an attorney, and a scion of an old Lutheran theological
family, Leopold von Ranke was born in Wiehe, Thuringia, in December and later became a famous German historian
and educator.

A brief biography of historian Leopold von Ranke The son of an attorney, and a scion of an old Lutheran
theological family, Leopold von Ranke was born in Wiehe, Thuringia, in December and later became a
famous German historian and educator. Thuringia was then part of the Kingdom of Saxony but was awarded
to Prussia by the peace terms of at the close of the Napoleonic wars. Ranke attended the famous Pforta private
school and, after further study at the Universities of Leipzig and Halle, he worked as a schoolmaster teaching
Greek and Roman classics at the Gymnasium in Frankfort-on-the-oder; this post being one held within the
Prussian system. It was only whilst employed as a schoolmaster at Frankfurt that he began to consider
attempting to become seriously involved in historical studies initially with the view to improving his
knowledge of the classical ages in order to be a better teacher. Ranke intended that his method would be
applicable to modern history - Barthold Niebuhr had already pioneered a scientific method of historical
investigation to be applied to ancient history. Ranke distrusted historical textbooks and turned, at every
convenient opportunity, to the study of more original sources. This method Ranke later developed to feature a
primarily reliance on the "narratives of eye-witnesses and the most genuine immediate documents. This
appointment brought with it opportunities of access to the Prussian royal library. From these times Ranke was
enabled, by the support of Gentz, to gain the protection of the powerful Austrian minister Metternich and this
was to allow him very wide access to archived materials and thereby to gain very valuable information from
Venetian and other sources located in Vienna. In this role, which lasted some four years, Ranke produced
some of the best political thought that had appeared in the Germanies for a long time. Two famous essays The
Great Powers, which surveys great power rivalry, and A Political Conversation, which treats with the nature of
the state and its relationship with the citizen, date from this period. A talent for historical and political
scholarship proved, however, to be somewhat ill matched to the intended task of impairing the effectiveness of
the expression of democratic aspirations. Ranke was thus able to return to historical study and authorship. His
subsequent works cover the histories of the major European countries and include the History of the Popes
During the 16th and 17th Centuries , History of the Reformation in Germany , Civil Wars and Monarchy in
France in the 16th and 17th Centuries He was awarded the security, and much enhanced salary, of a full
professorship in Berlin in and was appointed as Prussian historiographer by King Frederick William IV in He
died in May, at the age of 91; the last ten years of his life having been given over to a Weltgeschichte
universal history that Ranke had been able to bring, over nine volumes, to the end of the 15th century at the
time of his death. As a historian, Ranke attempted to put aside prevailing theories and prejudices and by the
scrupulous use of primary sources to present an unvarnished picture of the facts. Nevertheless, because he
viewed political power as the principal agent in history he tended to emphasize political history, dwelling
upon the deeds of kings and leaders and ignoring economic and social forces. A famous educator, he
introduced the seminar as a method of teaching history and trained a generation of influential scholars. At the
time of his death Ranke was regarded as the foremost historian in the world. He has variously been described
as "The greatest German historian", "The father of the objective writing of history", and "The founder of the
science of history. Ranke seems to have seen the role of liberalism as being perhaps confined to the calling of
the attention of statesmen to wrongs that needed correction. His books on Prussian history contained, with no
intention for it to be used for propaganda purposes, the seeds for a Prussian national German picture of
history. This legacy compels one to critical reflection, but at the same time it points to a flourishing time in
historical research at the Berlin University, started by Ranke, which above all Max Lenz and Friedrich
Meinecke were able to continue. Leopold von Ranke quotes "You have reckoned that history ought to judge
the past and to instruct the contemporary world as to the future. The present attempt does not yield to that high
office. It will merely tell how it really was. The preparation of these pages was greatly influenced by a
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particular "Philosophy of History" as suggested by this quote from the famous Essay "History" by Ralph
Waldo Emerson: Of the works of this mind history is the record. Its genius is illustrated by the entire series of
days. Man is explicable by nothing less than all his history. Without hurry, without rest, the human spirit goes
forth from the beginning to embody every faculty, every thought, every emotion, which belongs to it in
appropriate events. But the thought is always prior to the fact; all the facts of history preexist in the mind as
laws. Each law in turn is made by circumstances predominant, and the limits of nature give power to but one
at a time. A man is the whole encyclopaedia of facts. The creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn, and
Egypt, Greece, Rome, Gaul, Britain, America, lie folded already in the first man. Epoch after epoch, camp,
kingdom, empire, republic, democracy, are merely the application of his manifold spirit to the manifold world.
More insights into this "Philosophy of History" as recommended by Emerson, and the history pages
so-prepared, are available to those sufficiently interested, from the links further down this page:
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Leopold von Ranke (Wiehe 12 December - Berlin 23 May ) did not invent the footnote, or the concept of primary
sources. His archival researches were revolutionary in implication, but his own writings did not fully exemplify the ideal of
"scientific" history.

Philosophy of History Part IX: He was descended from a long line of Lutheran ministers, lived most of his life
as a bachelor and in the best Prussian tradition a rigidly disciplined scholar, and tended to mistrust liberal
reform as a French conspiracy against German institutions and values. Through nearly five decades of
teaching, and particularly his seminars a method he pioneered , he decisively influenced the first generation of
professional historians, and through them in a rather curious wayâ€”more on this later the American historical
profession as well. Following Johann Herder , Ranke believed that each person, institution, and nation had to
be understood as uniquely itself. Similarly, systems of classification are always ad hoc, never realâ€”only
particular things were real. The idea is not reducible to its own internal components or to anything outside
itself, and it is not bound by natural law; it is a vital, ineffable, irreducible spark, which must be apprehended
through an act of imaginative sympathy aimed, not at explanation, but understanding verstehen. In order to
acquire this, a historian must adopt a value-neutral position. The aim of such a historyâ€”of, for instance, the
battle of Waterlooâ€”would be to produce an account of it that would be acceptable to a French, a British, and
a German observer all at once, while leaving room for, though not necessarily incorporating, their value
judgments about it. How are we to make sense out of all these unique and particular entities? If history were
particularity and nothing else, this would indeed be the case. But, again following Herder, Ranke held that the
emphasis on particularity found its coherence, not in where it was all going, but in where it all came
fromâ€”which is to say, for Ranke, the Mind of God, of which the individual ideas of people and nations were
the thoughts. Like most nineteenth-century conservatives, Ranke regarded Christianity as a foundation from
which to work, not a proposition to be attacked or defended. It was politically conservative in that it defined
progress in terms of the development of the individual and the nation toward its own unique form of
self-realization, rather than, as Condorcet and the Enlightenment had thought, toward a single goal common to
all mankind. According to Ranke there is no universal standard toward which progress can occur. If this view
is correct, it means that each nation but not the individual, who belongs to the nation can only be judged
according to its own ideaâ€”which is to say, by itselfâ€”although success or failure in war was its own, and
ultimately more important, form of judgment. On the other hand, since war was the final arbiter between
nations, it also meant that the military was the central national institution, and that it did not exist so much for
the defense of the state as for the realization of its idea i. This was an idea, by no means unique to Ranke, with
a big future ahead of it. Methodologically, it meant that a historical entity, in order to be understood, could not
be approached by way of a general theory of history, such as that provided by Hegel , or by way of literature,
such as the novels of Sir Walter Scott which thrilled Ranke as a youth , which simply imposed the present on
the past with their top-down approach. Neither could it be understood by way of mechanistic science, since
history dealt with living things, not dead matter German thought takes this distinction far more seriously than
Anglo-American. History, Ranke argued, occupied a place between art and scienceâ€”it was, as we would say,
one of the humanities. It was an art in so much as it required intuition, creativity, and empathy to achieve the
understanding that historians sought, but it was also science in the sense that it was based on the correct
interpretation of physical evidence documents , not the aesthetic vision of the historian. In order to put this
methodology into effect, one needs documentsâ€”the more the better. On this model only a person who
conducts archival research counts as a historian; a person who does not cannot, no matter what they might
know or write about the past. Just as we expect an astronomer to know how to use a telescope, or a
paleontologist to know how to examine a fossil, we expect a historian to know how to handle documents
produced at or near the time of the events they describe primary sources. Similarly, this is why historians must
master the language in which documents are written, rather than relying on translations; they need to be able to
examine them, and understand them, for themselves. It was not seriously challenged in Germany until after , a
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period ofâ€”needless to sayâ€”profound self-examination. His influence on American scholarship was
somewhat peculiar. The first generation of professional American historians took up their positions in the last
decades of the nineteenth century, when a wave of university-building turned a previously negligible system
of higher education into the massive bureaucratic enterprise we have today. Nevertheless, his insistence that
accounts of the past be based on archival research and a careful analysis of the documents rapidly became the
orthodox position, not only among American and German professional historians, but for the profession
throughout the world. Even though many of his specific views have since been discarded as reactionary or
naive, the primacy of archival research has, despite repeated challenges, stood the test of time. In that sense, he
is probably one of the most influential scholars who ever lived. This post in the ninth in a series on the
philosophy of history; the previous article in the series is here ; the next is here. Daniel Halverson is a graduate
student studying the history of Science and Technology of nineteenth-century Germany. He is also a regular
contributor to the PEL Facebook page.
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Biographical History. Leopold von Ranke () was a German historian and historiographer. He was highly influential in
shaping the modern approach to history, emphasizing such things as reliance on primary sources, narrative history and
international politics.

The son of a lawyer in a small town of Thuringia, he graduated from Schulpforta, one of the most renowned
public schools of Germany, and studied philology and theology at the University of Leipzig. In he became a
teacher of classical languages in the high school Gymnasium in Frankfurt on the Oder. In his first book, the
History of the Latin and Teutonic Nations, appeared and immediately brought him wide recognition. Ranke
was appointed professor at the University of Berlin and received a travel grant from the Prussian government
that permitted him to spend four years abroad, mainly in Italyâ€”decisive years for the development of his
historical views. He returned to Berlin in and, with the exception of extended trips for research in German,
French, and English archives, he spent the rest of his life in Berlin. In the historical seminars that he made an
essential part of the education of a young historian he trained most of the better-known German historians of
the nineteenth century. Ranke retired from teaching in but continued to work on a last great enterprise, a world
history. When he died in , ennobled by the king of Prussia and laden with honors from all countries of the
world, he was generally recognized as the greatest historical scholar of the modern world. Most famous among
them are his history of the popes â€” , his history of the Reformation in Germany â€” , his works on French
history and on English history â€” , and his 12 volumes on Prussian history â€” In an appendix to his first
work, the History of the Latin and Teutonic Nations, which was concerned with the development of a
European state system around , Ranke showed that the historical works by contemporaries, on which previous
treatments of this period were based, were vitiated by personal and political prejudices and should be used
only with great caution. When Ranke was in Italy he discovered the reports that Venetian ambassadors
delivered before the Senate after their return from their diplomatic missions and realized that such materials of
an official character, produced in the course of the conduct of affairs, were far superior to narrative sources as
tools for discovering the truth about the past. Thus he established that the materials from which the historian
should construct his history ought to be, wherever possible, documentary sources. This statement sounds
simple and matter-of-course, but it was meant to be a challenge to the philosophies of history of the first half
of the nineteenth century, particularly the philosophy of Hegel. According to Ranke, history has no final aim
that can be abstractly defined and is not an ascending process in which the later period is always superior to
the earlier one. He belonged to the age of rising nationalism, and his interests were focused on the great
powers that were the political embodiments of the spirits of the various European nations. In the essay Ranke
defended the existing governments against the revolutionary movements of and explained that liberalism
could not set a generally valid political pattern because each state was a living organism, an individuality, and
must have its own particular institutional forms. The events of foreign policy must form the central interest of
the historian because the great powers developed their particular individualities during, and by means of,
struggles against each other. Because Ranke was principally concerned with foreign policy, he had little
understanding of the importance of the changes that industrialization brought about in his own century. Ranke
was fundamentally conservative. He rejected the possibility of laws of social development and of patterns
generally applicable to social action or behavior. He was a great writer, and his books are not simply histories
but also works of literature. History became an academic subject that required specialized training, and
archival research and the editing of source materials became a great part of the activity of a historian.
Although originally such efforts focused on sources for the history of foreign affairs, they soon extended to
other aspects of the past: Thus historical scholarship has produced significant material for all kinds of social
research. Moreover, by emphasizing the particular and individual character of each period of the past, Ranke
implicitly suggested the existence of a relativity of values and helped to remove the barriers that had prevented
an understanding of foreign cultures. Felix Gilbert [Directly related are the entries Historiography ; History.
Other relevant material may be found in the biography of Robinson. Edited by Walther Peter Fuchs.
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Historische Kommission bei der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften. Edited by Bernhard Hoeft and
Hans Herzfeld. Edited by Walther P. Pages â€” in Theodore H. Von Laue, Leopold Ranke: The English
translation was never completed. History and Theory 2: Meinecke, Friedrich Werke. Die Entstehung des
Historismus. Vierhaus, Rudolf Ranke und die soziale Welt. Von Laue, Theodore H. Cite this article Pick a
style below, and copy the text for your bibliography.
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Leopold von Ranke (/ËˆrÉ‘Ë•Å‹kÉ™/;[1] German: [ËˆÊ€aÅ‹kÉ™]; 21 December - 23 May ) was a German historian[2][3]
and a founder of modern source-based history.[4][5] According to Caroline.

He came from a family of Lutheran pastors and lawyers. He was educated partly at home and partly in the
high school at Schulpforta. His early years engendered a lifelong love of Ancient Greek , Latin and
Lutheranism. In , Ranke entered the University of Leipzig, [7] where his subjects were Classics and Lutheran
theology. At Leipzig , Ranke became an expert in philology and translation of the ancient authors into
German. His teachers included Johann Gottfried Jakob Hermann. Ranke showed little interest in the work of
modern history because of his dissatisfaction with what he regarded as history books that were merely a
collection of facts lumped together by modern historians. Between and , Ranke worked as a schoolmaster
teaching classics at the Friedrichs Gymnasium in Frankfurt an der Oder. During this time, he became
interested in history , in part because of his desire to be involved in the developing field of a more
professionalized history, and in part because of his desire to find the hand of God in the workings of history.
In that sense, he leaned on the traditions of philology but emphasized mundane documents instead of old and
exotic literature. At the university he used the seminar system, and taught how to check the value of sources.
Ranke became deeply involved in the dispute between the followers of the legal professor Friedrich Carl von
Savigny who emphasized the varieties of different periods of history and the followers of the philosopher
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel who saw history as the unfolding of a universal story. Ranke supported
Savigny and criticized the Hegelian view of history as being a one-size-fits-all approach. Also during his time
in Berlin , Ranke became the first historian to utilize the forty-seven volumes that comprised the diplomatic
archives of Venice from the 16th century and 17th centuries. Since many archives opened up during this time
he sent out his students to these places to recruit information. In his classrooms he would discuss the sources
that his students would find and would emphasize that history should be told "the way it happened". Because
of this he is often seen as "the pioneer of a critical historical science". It was in Vienna where the friendship of
Friedrich von Gentz and the protection of Klemens von Metternich opened to him the Venetian Archives, a
fresh source, the value of which he first discovered;[ citation needed ] it is still not exhausted. This was
afterwards expanded into Serbien und die Turkei im 19 Jahrhundert In to , at the behest of the Prussian
government, Ranke founded and edited the Historische-Politische Zeitschrift journal. Ranke, who was a
conservative , used the journal to attack the ideas of Liberalism. In his article "The Great Powers" and his
article "Dialogue on Politics", Ranke claimed that every state is given a special moral character from God and
individuals should strive to best fulfill the "idea" of their state. Thus, in this way, Ranke urged his readers to
stay loyal to the Prussian state and reject the ideas of the French Revolution , which Ranke claimed were
meant for France only. As a Protestant, Ranke was barred from viewing the Vatican archives in Rome , but on
the basis of private papers in Rome and Venice, he was able to explain the history of the papacy in the 16th
century. She had been educated in England and the continent. They were engaged on 1 October and married in
Bowness , England, in a ceremony officiated by her brother, Robert Perceval Graves, an Anglican priest. In in
a series of lectures [15] given before future King Maximilian II of Bavaria , Ranke argued that "every age is
next to God", by which he meant that every period of history is unique and must be understood in its own
context. He argued that God gazes over history in its totality and finds all periods equal. Ranke rejected the
teleological approach to history, by which each period is considered inferior to the period which follows.
Thus, the Middle Ages were not inferior to the Renaissance , simply different. Ultimately, "History is no
criminal court. At this point he was eighty years old, and had shot his bolt, devoting the rest of his career to
shorter treatises on German history that supplement his earlier writings. Later life[ edit ] Ranke in The honors
poured in. In Ranke was ennobled, in appointed a Prussian Privy Councillor, and in given an honorary
citizenship of Berlin. In he was appointed the first honorary member of the American Historical Association.
Starting in Ranke began a huge 6-volume work on World History , which began with ancient Egypt and the
Israelites. After his wife died in , Ranke became half-blind, depending on assistants to read to him. A diary
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entry from January contains his mature thoughts about being a historian: Not only in the arts, but even in some
scholarly fields, young men develop into full bloom, or at least display their originality. Musicians and
mathematicians have the expectation of attaining eminence in early years. But a historian must be old, not
only because of the immeasurable extent of his field of study, but because of the insight into the historical
process which a long life confers, especially under changing conditions. It would hardly be bearable for him to
have only a short span of experience. For his personal development requires that great events complete their
course before his eyes, that others collapse, that new forms be attempted. Methodology and criticism[ edit ] At
the core of his method, Ranke did not believe that general theories could cut across time and space. Instead, he
made statements about the time using quotations from primary sources. These tendencies, however, can only
be described; they can not, in the last resort, be summed up in a concept. However, he had critics among his
contemporaries, including Karl Marx , a former Hegelian, who suggested that Ranke engaged in some of the
practices he criticized in other historians. Despite his opening statement, Ranke largely treated all of the
nations under examination separately until the outbreak of the wars for the control of Italy starting in To such
high offices this work does not aspire: It wants only to show what actually happened wie es eigentlich
gewesen ". There has been much debate over the precise meaning of this phrase. Following Georg Iggers,
Peter Novick has argued that Ranke, who was more of a romantic and idealist than his American
contemporaries understood, meant instead that the historian should discover the facts and find the essences
behind them. Under this view, the word eigentlich should be translated as "essentially", the aim then being to
"show what essentially happened". They held sway among historians until the midth century, when they were
challenged by E. Carr and Fernand Braudel.
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Leopold von Ranke was the greatest German historian of the 19th century and the founder of modern history. He set the
standards that historical writings should rely on primary sources and primarily the foreign policy.

Short notes on Rankean tradition of history Writing Nirmala Advertisements: The first "scientific" political
history was written by Leopold von Ranke in Germany in the 19th century. His methodologies profoundly
affected the way historians critically examine sources. An important aspect of political history is the study of
ideology as a force for historical change. One author asserts that "political history as a whole cannot exist
without the study of ideological differences and their implications. Some historians identify the growing trend
towards narrow specialization in political history during recent decades: Emphasis shifted to a broader
spectrum of American life, including such topics as the history of urban life, public health, ethnicity, the
media, and poverty. Ranke conceptualized history as a rigorous science which should abstain from
metaphysical speculations and value judgments. He further emphasized that the historians must put the
sources to philological criticism in order to determine their veracity. In contrast to the Contain positivism,
Ranke stressed the uniqueness of the events and not their universality. For him, it was important to look for
the exact details and not for the general laws. By , all German-speaking universities had adopted the Rankean
method for writing history. And after , in most European countries, the United States and Japan, the Rankean
model was adopted for historical studies. Journals began to be published in several languages to promote
scientific history. Thus, the journal Historische Festschrift began publication in German in It was a
trend-setter. It was followed by Revue Historical Review in , the American Historical Review in and several
similar journals in many languages and countries. The Rankean approach to history writing can be
summarized as follows: Thus, the historian should rely only on the material available in the sources instead of
taking resources to imagination or intuition. Thus, the precise dating of all sources became a matter of prime
concern. That way, all the assertions and statements could be supported by giving full details of sources from
which they were derived. Leopold von Ranke , the nineteenth century German historian, is generally
considered as the founding father of the empirical historiography. A completely new tradition of history
writing started with him. It is still the predominant mode of historiography today. He wrote several
multi-volume books, the best known of which include:
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Leopold von Ranke (21 December - 23 May ) was a German www.enganchecubano.com history writing is greatly
influenced by him. He made focusing on primary sources and international relations in history writing, popular.

He set the standards that historical writings should rely on primary sources and primarily the foreign policy.
He also introduced a historical seminar, a completely new way of teaching. His complete works are comprised
of a total of 54 volumes of different history books. Background Leopold von Ranke was born in in a small
town of Wiehe in Thuringia. His father was a lawyer and a descendant of an old Lutheran family. When he
was born, Thuringia had been a part of Saxony but in it was awarded to Prussia by the peace terms that were
agreed after Napoleonic wars. Education Although he was born right into the middle of the French Revolution,
Ranke was lucky to be born in a small town that was rather peaceful. This enabled him not to witness many
violent events of the time and enjoy his childhood. Being from a respected Lutheran family, Ranke attended
the Gymnasium of Schulpforta, reputable Protestant boarding school. Aside from the love of the Lutheran
Church, he showed great passion for reading. He pursued his hobby of reading, concentrating on classics. He
graduated from the University of Leipzig in This is where he definitely decided to study history. The book
started in when the wars of Italy occurred and closed with This will become the highlight of his career, as he
would stay at this post for 46 years, until He taught numerous young historians using his own method of
research. Most of the renowned German historians were either his students or they were hugely influenced by
his writings. Ranke now had the access to the Prussian royal library, which enabled him to write his second
book on the Spanish monarchy and the Ottomans. The quality of his work led the Prussian authority to allow
him to continue his studies in the archives in Vienna. His friendship with Friedrich von Gentz, a German
statesman, and publicist, enabled him the protection of very powerful Austrian minister Klemens von
Metternich. He was able to access some very valuable documents not only in Vienna but also throughout the
entire Italian peninsula. The only door that remained closed for him were the ones in Vatican. Despite that,
Ranke was the first to seriously study numerous materials and was, therefore, able to provide some very
valuable writings. He was also getting materials from his acquaintances. On the other hand, Protestants
believed it should have been much more anti-Catholic. The real truth is that Ranke conducted an objective
study and offered the best-balanced work on the papacy of the two centuries. Unfortunately, time was running
out for Ranke. He was ennobled in , and retired in , focusing on rather short writings. His wife died the same
year, and Ranke became almost blind, so the documents had to be read to him by his assistants. In , he started
working on the World History, which started with the ancient Egypt, but managed to finish only 6 volumes
and reach the 12th century. Ranke died in at the age of Achievements Founder of modern-based history
Ranke set the standards for historical writing and modern historical scholarship. He was the first that
encouraged the idea that history should be studied based on primary sources or the narratives of eye-witnesses
on the events. He was also the first to implement the seminar teaching method in his history classroom. His
collected works comprise of 54 volumes Among the extensive number of books that Ranke had written are:
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Leopold von Ranke (), the nineteenth century German historian, is generally considered as the founding father of the
empirical historiography. A completely new tradition of history writing started with him.

In the German Wikipedia is a bigger text to Ranke. Mario todte Ranke and Hegel[ edit ] I saw in some passing
reference on the internet that Ranke and Hegel were at one point both on the same staff at Berlin which
university? Can this be confirmed? If it is true it is a very interesting point, since both Hegel and Ranke have
very explicit attacks at each other in some of their fundamental writings, and it would add some context to
their disagreement of ideas as well. I just removed the above sentence. Can anyone confirm this so it can go
back in? I would say Edward Gibbon was the true holder of the title. What set them apart? Grammatical nit[
edit ] Can some linguist or native German speaker explain to why Ranke is traditionally quoted as having said,
" In former times, it was possible to abbreviate the German sentence like this, at least in literary language. The
complete verb form was meant to be wie es eigentlich gewesen ist. In German poems you may find many
more examples for this. Sorry that I cannot give you a more detailed explanation. In university I even lost
points on that one. His omission of the final "ist" "was" suggests, according to some scholars, a less literal
meaning. If some scholar has actually written an article about the subject, there should be a citation here.
Otherwise this parenthetical sentence should be removed; it is likely speculation based on ignorance of
19th-century scholarly German written style. In nineteenth century academic German, the auxiliary verb in
this case, "ist" was often omitted when a compound verb occurs at the end of a sentence; it is simply assumed.
Today correct German would include the "ist"; in the nineteenth century it would be routinely omitted.
Contemporary scholarship in the West is accepting now what Germans have long known, which is that Ranke
was anything but a positivist. Seen in his own context, his methodological innovations only followed from an
attempt to bring the principles of visual perception to the study of the past, as J. Put simply, we must
distinguish between what Ranke was and how we have used him: I am prepared to make some tweaks in this
direction myself when I have some time; just putting it out there for discussion for now. It is quite obvious
even from his own work that Ranke was not a positivist. I aim to rectify this in my updated version by
removing references to him as such and expanding on the various interpretations of his purported advocacy of
"empirical" history. What about Ranke is particularly conservative or fits him into this category? I think the
box ought to be removed unless someone can put a case forward arguing otherwise. John S Holloway talk
Iggers and Konrad von Moltke, Leopold von Ranke: Indianapolis and New York, , pages: It can still be argued
whether his influence on politics is sufficient to justify the Conservatism template, as I believe he has to be
seen as a historian rather than a politician. Most of the rest is unverifiable because no source is given. I am
therefore resolved to rewrite this article, incorporating a number of significant improvements, which I have
begun doing in my workspace area. Suggestions and ideas are very welcome. External links modified[ edit ]
Hello fellow Wikipedians, I have just modified 2 external links on Leopold von Ranke. Please take a moment
to review my edit. If you have any questions, or need the bot to ignore the links, or the page altogether, please
visit this simple FaQ for additional information. I made the following changes: As of February , "External
links modified" talk page sections are no longer generated or monitored by InternetArchiveBot. No special
action is required regarding these talk page notices, other than regular verification using the archive tool
instructions below. Editors have permission to delete the "External links modified" sections if they want, but
see the RfC before doing mass systematic removals. If you have discovered URLs which were erroneously
considered dead by the bot, you can report them with this tool. If you found an error with any archives or the
URLs themselves, you can fix them with this tool.
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