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The Intellectual Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy, available for the first time in this Lexington Books edition, is
Douglass Adair's first major work of historical inquiry. Adair was a mentor to many of the nation's leading scholars and
has long been admired for his original and profound observations about the founding of the American republic.

Portrait of Thomas Jefferson by Rembrandt Peale in Jeffersonian democracy, named after its advocate Thomas
Jefferson , was one of two dominant political outlooks and movements in the United States from the s to the s.
The term was commonly used to refer to the Democratic-Republican Party formally named the "Republican
Party" , which Jefferson founded in opposition to the Federalist Party of Alexander Hamilton. The
Jeffersonians were deeply committed to American republicanism , which meant opposition to aristocracy of
any form, opposition to corruption, and insistence on virtue, with a priority for the " yeoman farmer ", "
planters ", and the "plain folk". They were antagonistic to the aristocratic elitism of merchants, bankers, and
manufacturers, distrusted factory workers, and were on the watch for supporters of the dreaded British system
of government. Jeffersonian democracy persisted as an element of the Democratic Party into the early 20th
century, as exemplified by the rise of Jacksonian democracy and the three presidential candidacies of William
Jennings Bryan. Its themes continue to echo in the 21st century, particularly among the Libertarian and
Republican parties. By the end of the period, more than half of the states had followed suit, including virtually
all of the states in the Old Northwest. States then also moved on to allowing popular votes for presidential
elections, canvassing voters in a more modern style. Positions Jefferson has been called "the most democratic
of the Founding fathers ". The election of Jefferson in , which he called "the revolution of ", brought in the
Presidency of Thomas Jefferson and the permanent eclipse of the Federalists, apart from the Supreme Court.
While principled, with vehemently held core beliefs, the Jeffersonians had factions that disputed the true
meaning of their creed. For example, during the War of it became apparent that independent state militia units
were inadequate for conducting a serious war against a major country. The new Secretary of War John C.
Calhoun , a Jeffersonian, proposed to build up the Army. With the support of most Republicans in Congress,
he got his way. The core political value of America is republicanism â€”citizens have a civic duty to aid the
state and resist corruption, especially monarchism and aristocracy. The Jeffersonian party was officially the
"Republican Party" political scientists later called it the Democratic-Republican Party to differentiate it from
the later Republican Party of Lincoln. Turnout indeed soared across the country. In the presidential election,
he blanketed the state with agents who passed out 30, hand-written tickets, naming all 15 electors printed
tickets were not allowed. Historians consider Beckley to be one of the first American professional campaign
managers and his techniques were quickly adopted in other states. The national government is a dangerous
necessity to be instituted for the common benefit, protection and security of the people, nation or
communityâ€”it should be watched closely and circumscribed in its powers. Most anti-Federalists from â€”
joined the Jeffersonians. The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions of written secretly by Jefferson and James
Madison proclaim these principles. Financiers, bankers and industrialists make cities the "cesspools of
corruption" and should be avoided. Constitution The United States Constitution was written in order to ensure
the freedom of the people. However, as Jefferson wrote to James Madison in , "no society can make a
perpetual constitution or even a perpetual law. The earth belongs always to the living generation". The
protection and expansion of human liberty was one of the chief goals of the Jeffersonians. They also reformed
their respective state systems of education. They believed that their citizens had a right to an education no
matter their circumstance or status in life. The Jeffersonians lost this battle to Chief Justice John Marshall , a
Federalist, who dominated the Court from to his death in Control by Spain was tolerableâ€”control by France
was unacceptable. A standing army and navy are dangerous to liberty and should be avoidedâ€”much better
was to use economic coercion such as the embargo. The militia was adequate to defend the nation. During the
Revolutionary War previously, a national conflict, in this case the War of , required the creation of a national
army for the duration of international hostilities. Westward expansion Territorial expansion of the United
States was a major goal of the Jeffersonians because it would produce new farm lands for yeomen farmers.
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The Jeffersonians wanted to integrate the Indians into American society, or remove further west those tribes
that refused to integrate. However Sheehan argues that the Jeffersonians, with the best of goodwill toward the
Indians, destroyed their distinctive cultures with its misguided benevolence. It opened up vast new fertile
farmlands from Louisiana to Montana. Jefferson saw the West as an economic safety valve which would allow
people in the crowded East to own farms. The farmers with whom Jefferson identified conquered the West,
often through violence against Native Americans. Jefferson himself sympathized with Native Americans, but
that did not stop him from enacting policies that would continue the trend towards the dispossession of their
lands. The workers would no longer be independent voters. Such a situation, Jefferson feared, would leave the
American people vulnerable to political subjugation and economic manipulation. The solution Jefferson came
up with was, as scholar Clay Jenkinson noted, "a graduated income tax that would serve as a disincentive to
vast accumulations of wealth and would make funds available for some sort of benign redistribution
downward" as well as tariffs on imported articles, which were mainly purchased by the wealthy. He believed
that not only would economic dependence on Europe diminish the virtue of the republic, but that the United
States had an abundance of natural resources that Americans should be able to cultivate and use to tend to their
own needs. Furthermore, exporting goods by merchant ships created risks of capture by foreign pirates and
armies, which would require an expensive navy for protection. While the Federalists advocated for a strong
central government, Jeffersonians argued for strong state and local governments and a weak federal
government. The federal government would concentrate its efforts solely on national and international
projects. Jefferson felt that Hamilton favored plutocracy and the creation of a powerful aristocracy in the
United States which would accumulate increasingly greater power until the political and social order of the
United States became indistinguishable from those of the Old World. The ratification of the United States Bill
of Rights , especially the First Amendment , gave Jefferson even greater confidence in the document. For
example, Jefferson once wrote a letter to Charles Willson Peale explaining that although a Smithsonian-style
national museum would be a wonderful resource, he could not support the use of federal funds to construct
and maintain such a project. The Jeffersonians proved much more successful than the Federalists in building
state and local party organizations that united various factions. Randolph was the Jeffersonian leader in
Congress from to , but he later broke with Jefferson and formed his own " Tertium Quids " faction because he
thought the president no longer adhered to the true Jeffersonian principles of Jefferson himself sided with the
moderate faction exemplified by figures such as Madison, who were much more conciliatory towards
Federalism. Their competition marked the Second Party System. It was a large political party with many local
and state leaders and various factions, and they did not always agree with Jefferson or with each other. He
believed the national security concerns were so urgent that it was necessary to purchase Louisiana without
waiting for a Constitutional amendment. He enlarged federal power through the intrusively-enforced Embargo
Act of He idealized the "yeoman farmer" despite being himself a gentleman plantation owner. Staaloff
proposed that it was due to his being a proto- Romantic ;[46] John Quincy Adams claimed that it was a
manifestation of pure hypocrisy, or "pliability of principle";[47] and Bailyn asserts it simply represented a
contradiction with Jefferson, that he was "simultaneously a radical utopian idealist and a hardheaded, adroit, at
times cunning politician". The result, Wilentz argues, was "flexible responses to unforeseen events In recent
years, Hamilton and his reputation have decidedly gained the initiative among scholars who portray him as the
visionary architect of the modern liberal capitalist economy and of a dynamic federal government headed by
an energetic executive.
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The Intellectual Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy, available for the first time in this Lexington Books edition, is
Douglass Adair's first major work of historical inquiry. Adair was a mentor to many of the nation's leading scholars and
has long been admired for his original and profound.

Jeffersonian Ideology A marble mosaic of Greek goddess Minerva in the Library of Congress symbolizes the
preservation of civilization as well as the promotion of the arts and sciences. He made major contributions as a
politician, statesman, diplomat, intellectual, writer, scientist, and philosopher. No other figure among the
Founding Fathers shared the depth and breadth of his wide-ranging intelligence. His presidential vision
impressively combined philosophic principles with pragmatic effectiveness as a politician. Jefferson also felt
that the central government should be "rigorously frugal and simple. Limiting the federal government flowed
from his strict interpretation of the Constitution. Finally, Jefferson also committed his presidency to the
protection of civil liberties and minority rights. As he explained in his inaugural address in , "though the will
of the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will, to be rightful, must be reasonable; that the minority possess
their equal rights, which equal laws must protect, and to violate would be oppression. His crucial sense of
what mattered most in life grew from a deep appreciation of farming, in his mind the most virtuous and
meaningful human activity. As he explained in his Notes on the State of Virginia , "Those who labor in the
earth are the chosen people of God. To him, financial speculation and the development of urban industry both
threatened to rob men of the independence that they maintained as farmers. Debt, on the one hand, and factory
work, on the other, could rob men of the economic autonomy essential for republican citizens. He supported
international commerce to benefit farmers and wanted to see new technology widely incorporated into
ordinary farms and households to make them more productive. During his lifetime, Thomas Jefferson was
accused of having an adulterous affair with Sally Hemings, one of his slaves. Jefferson pinpointed a deeply
troubling problem. How could republican liberty and democratic equality be reconciled with social changes
that threatened to increase inequality? The awful working conditions in early industrial England loomed as a
terrifying example. For Jefferson, western expansion provided an escape from the British model. As long as
hard working farmers could acquire land at reasonable prices, then America could prosper as a republic of
equal and independent citizens. First, his hopes for the incorporation of technology at the household level
failed to grasp how poverty often pushed women and children to the forefront of the new industrial labor.
Second, an equal place for Native Americans could not be accommodated within his plans for an agrarian
republic. Slavery was obviously incompatible with true democratic values. Our final assessment of
Jeffersonian Democracy rests on a profound contradiction. Jefferson was the single most powerful individual
leading the struggle to enhance the rights of ordinary people in the early republic. For all his greatness,
Jefferson did not transcend the pervasive racism of his day.
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The intellectual origins of Jeffersonian democracy: republicanism, the class struggle, and the virtuous farmer. [Douglass
Adair; Mark E Yellin] -- In print here for the first time is the dissertation of Douglass G. Adair, a classic work that-despite
being formally unpublished since its writing in has had a profound influence on several.

His father was a farmer, contractor, part-time banker and real-estate speculator. He was expelled from the
school for unclear reasons, but graduated from the public Knightstown High School in For the next few years
the brothers managed a local newspaper. They supported the Republican Party and favored prohibition , a
cause for which Charles lectured in later years. Beard attended DePauw University , a nearby Methodist
college, graduating in He edited the college newspaper and was active in debate. They collaborated on many
textbooks. He collaborated with Walter Vrooman in founding Ruskin Hall , a school meant to be accessible to
the working man. Beard taught for the first time at Ruskin Hall and he lectured to workers in industrial towns
to promote Ruskin Hall and to encourage enrollment in correspondence courses. He received his doctorate in
and immediately joined the faculty as a lecturer. In order to provide his students with reading materials that
were hard to acquire, he compiled a large collection of essays and excerpts in a single volume: An
Introduction to the English Historians Beard moved from the history department to the department of public
law and then to a new chair in politics and government. He also regularly taught a course in American history
at Barnard College. In addition to teaching he coached the debate team and wrote about public affairs,
especially municipal reform. An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States Among
many works he published during these years at Columbia, the most controversial was An Economic
Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States , an interpretation of how the economic interests of the
members of the Constitutional Convention affected their votes. He emphasized the polarity between agrarians
and business interests. I am convinced that while I remain in the pay of the Trustees of Columbia University I
cannot do effectively my part in sustaining public opinion in support of the just war on the German Empire.
Independent scholar[ edit ] Following his departure from Columbia, Beard never again sought a permanent
academic appointment. Living on lucrative royalties from textbooks and other bestsellers, the couple operated
a dairy farm in rural Connecticut that attracted many academic visitors. Enlarging upon his interest in urban
affairs, he toured Japan and produced a volume of recommendations for the reconstructing of Tokyo after the
earthquake of Beard had parallel careers as an historian and political scientist. He promoted "American
Continentalism" as an alternative, arguing that the United States had no vital interests at stake in Europe and
that a foreign war could lead to domestic dictatorship. He continued to press this position after the war. Beard
blamed FDR for lying to the American people and tricking them into war, which some historians and political
scientists have disputed. Certain elements of his views, especially his advocacy of a non-interventionist
foreign policy, have enjoyed a minor comeback among a few scholars of liberty since For example, Andrew
Bacevich , a diplomatic historian at Boston University , has cited Beardian skepticism towards armed overseas
intervention as a starting point for a critique of postâ€”Cold War American foreign policy in his American
Empire Still, as a leader of the " progressive historians ", or " progressive historiography ", Beard introduced
themes of economic self-interest and economic conflict regarding the adoption of the Constitution and the
transformations caused by the Civil War. Thus he emphasized the long-term conflict among industrialists in
the Northeast, farmers in the Midwest, and planters in the South that he saw as the cause of the Civil War. His
study of the financial interests of the drafters of the United States Constitution An Economic Interpretation of
the Constitution seemed radical in , since he proposed that the U. Constitution was a product of economically
determinist, land-holding founding fathers. He saw ideology as a product of economic interests. He said there
were two revolutions: To Beard, the Constitution was a counter-revolution, set up by rich bondholders
"personalty" since bonds were "personal property" , in opposition to the farmers and planters "realty" since
land was "real property". Beard argued the Constitution was designed to reverse the radical democratic
tendencies unleashed by the Revolution among the common people, especially farmers and debtors. In , said
Beard, the farmers and debtors, led by plantation slave owners, overthrew the capitalists and established
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Jeffersonian democracy. Other historians supported the class-conflict interpretation, noting the states
confiscated great semi-feudal landholdings of loyalists and gave them out in small parcels to ordinary farmers.
Conservatives, such as William Howard Taft , were shocked at the Progressive interpretation because it
seemed to belittle the Constitution. Beginning about , however, historians started to argue that the progressive
interpretation was factually incorrect because it was not true that the voters were polarized along two
economic lines. These historians were led by Charles A. Barker, Philip Crowl, Richard P. Kathryn Brown, and
above all Forrest McDonald. The Economic Origins of the Constitution argued that Charles Beard had
misinterpreted the economic interests involved in writing the Constitution. Instead of two interests, landed and
mercantile, which conflicted, McDonald identified some three dozen identifiable economic interests operating
at cross-purposes that forced the delegates to bargain. By the early s it was generally accepted within the
historical profession that American historians came to see The Beards downplayed slavery, abolitionism, and
issues of morality. They ignored constitutional issues of states rights and even ignored American nationalism
as the force that finally led to victory in the war. Indeed, the ferocious combat itself was passed over as merely
an ephemeral event. Charles Ramsdell says the Beards emphasized that the Civil War was caused by economic
issues, and was not basically about the right or wrong of slavery. Pressly says that the Beards fought against
the prevailing nationalist interpretation that depicted, "a conflict between rival section-nations rooted in social,
economic, cultural, and ideological differences. The Beards announced that the Civil War was really a "social
cataclysm in which the capitalists, laborers, and farmers of the North and West drove from power in the
national government the planting aristocracy of the South". Hofstadter paraphrases the Beards as arguing that
in victory: Solicitude for the Freedman had little to do with northern policies. The Fourteenth Amendment,
which gave the Negro his citizenship, Beard found significant primarily as a result of a conspiracy of a few
legislative draftsman friendly to corporations to use the supposed elevation of the blacks as a cover for a
fundamental law giving strong protection to business corporations against regulation by state government.
Vann Woodward focused on greed and economic causation and emphasized the centrality of corruption. They
argued that the rhetoric of equal rights was a smokescreen hiding their true motivation, which was promoting
the interests of industrialists in the Northeast. The basic flaw was the assumption that there was a unified
business policy. In fact businessmen were widely divergent on monetary or tariff policy. While Pennsylvania
businessmen wanted high tariffs, those in other states did not; the railroads were hurt by the tariffs on steel,
which they purchased in large quantity.
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The Intellectual Origins Of Jeffersonian Democracy Republicanism The Class Struggle And The Virtuous Farmer
Download Book Pdf added by Madeleine Hobbs on October 19 This is a pdf of The Intellectual Origins Of Jeffersonian
Democracy Republicanism The Class Struggle And The Virtuous Farmer that you could be.

Wednesday, May 5, Book review: The Intellectual Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy Oftentimes incredibly
influential books are relatively short. It is now back in print, republished in by Lexington Books. Madison
figures prominently, but so does Hamilton. Part of this idea of balance included the notion of an aristocracy of
ability and position that would be able to temper the passions of the mass of the people. In line with
Republican political ideas, Madison did not see history, as Adair puts it, "just the struggle of the rich and the
poor trying to devour each other. The problem of faction did not pivot entirely upon the conflict of haves and
have-nots. And for this escape Madison was indebted in no small part to writers of the Scottish Enlightenment,
notably David Hume, as Adair details. If Hamilton and the Federalists got lost in classical political theory,
Madison and the other Jeffersonians fell into the myth of the "virtuous farmer. Adair fails to see that just as the
Federalists were too committed to classical political theory, the Jeffersonians were too committed to an
agrarian polity that was rapidly losing ground to the rising industrial economy of the West. One of the things
that is so fascinating about early American Republic is that both the Federalists and the Republicans had such
critical and in hindsight obvious conceptual errors. A fully modern blogger might say that each side suffered
from epistemic closure! If the Federalists were lost in Greek philosophy, they were at least clear-headed when
it came to understanding the way the winds were blowing when it came to economics. If the Republicans were
able to see their immediate political world with clear vision, their agrarian dogmatism left them vulnerable to
being blindsided by the emerging world of banks, trade and industrial production. This weakness on the part
of the Jeffersonians explains, at least in part, the inability of the Republicans to dismantle much of the
Federalist architecture of government and the economy after the revolutionary election of No study, of course,
is perfect, but the lack of such discussion is a noted lack in a book that otherwise excels in a deep reading of
the intellectual trends of the early republic. And such a discussion would have provided a better glimpse at
something that Adair did note well, namely the pessimism that Jefferson and Madison had at the prospects for
the American nation. Indeed, the Republican inability to understand the new economic realities that were then
on the rise led both Madison and Jefferson to hold a pronouncedly negative view of the long-term viability of
the new republic. Eventually they thought, as Adair points out, that the republic would become too crowded
and too corrupt for constitutional government to remain; "commerce and manufactures" would eventually
overwhelm the nation. The best that Madison hoped for was "at least a generation" of constitutional
government among the American people. Its flaws aside, though, it is difficult to heap too much praise on this
book. It is notable for its depth, for its insight, and for its examination of the sources for much of the political
thought of the early republic. It is a book well worth reading.
5: Douglass Adair - Wikipedia
The revolution of , in their invented history, threw off the Norman yoke and restored the Englishman to the freedom that
was his birthright.

6: Jefferson Memorial Lectures | Series | Berkeley Graduate Lectures
A group blog to promote discussion, debate and insight into the history, particularly religious, of America's founding. Any
observations, questions, or comments relating to the blog's theme are welcomed.
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