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A History of the Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus is a biographical account of Christopher
www.enganchecubano.com is one of the first examples of American historical fiction and one of several attempts at
national myth-making undertaken by American writers and poets of the 19th century.

They have learned that the Church tried to prevent Columbus from sailing west to Asia, fearing that he and his
seamen would sail off the edge of the earth or plunge into a chasm. They know that Columbus persevered and
eventually overcame religious opposition. And they know that Columbus was right. At its core, the Columbus
story pits humble rationality against dogmatic obscurantism in a sort of secular inversion of the David and
Goliath story. Judging from the students in my intro classes, the Columbus story is thriving in American
schools. The only problem, as any historian or historian of science will tell you: Columbus did face
opposition. He did sail west. He did find land not Asia as he had predicted and continued to believe but the
New World. But these truths have nothing to do with the shape of the earthâ€”Columbus and all his detractors
knew that the earth was round. The truthiness in the myth lies, on the one hand, in the image of a dogmatic
medieval Spanish Church that clung to a retrograde idea about the shape of the earth and refused to listen to
reason and evidence. On the other hand, truthiness also inheres in the image of Columbus as a proto-modern,
quasi-secular thinker guided only by reason and evidence. The truthiness is the reason 19th-century authors
fabricated the myth and 21st-century educators continue to repeat it. Alexander Everett, Minister
Plenipotentiary to Spain, had invited Irving to Madrid in the hopes that Irving would translate a recently
published collection of documents on Columbus. When Irving got there and had a chance to read the
collection, he decided that a history, faithfully digested from these various materials, was a desideratum in
literature, and would be a more acceptable work to my country, than the translation [he] had contemplated. So
he set out to write a history of Columbus. Irving enjoyed unfettered access to libraries, which he mined for his
biography. He culled from manuscripts and published books a wealth of information. Despite the material at
his disposal, the sources were at times silent or missing or not all that interesting. He wrote what should have
happened, what surely did happen even if the evidence had since disappeared. He did what historians had been
doing since Herodotus: Columbus examined earlier maps that depicted the known world that stretched from
Canary Islands in the west to its eastern limits in China. The Portuguese had more recently explored further
west to the Azores. Moreover, based on his reading of Arabic astronomers, Columbus thought the length of a
degree at the equator was shorter than the commonly accepted length. As Irving pointed out in various places,
Columbus was aberrant in his beliefs, which beliefs were, in fact, wrong: It is singular how much the success
of this great undertaking depended upon two happy errors, the imaginary extent of Asia to the east, and the
supposed smallness of the earth â€¦. So Irving embellished a little when he described Columbus before the
council. They rejected mathematical demonstrations that conflicted with scriptures or Church Fathers. At issue
was not, however, the shape of the earth, but the possibility of antipodes: Thus the possibility of antipodes in
the southern hemisphere â€¦ became a stumbling block with some of the sages of Salamanca. Members of the
council invoked Lactantius, who connected the existence of antipodes to the shape of the earth. Irving quoted
what has become the standard passage: But more grave objections were advanced on the authority of St. He
pronounced the doctrine of antipodes incompatible with the historical foundations of our faith; since, to assert
that there were inhabited lands on the opposite side of the globe, would be to maintain that there were nations
not descended from Adam, it being impossible for them to have passed the intervening ocean. Iriving
described briefly a couple objections raised about the shape of the earthâ€”passages from the Psalms and St.
They worried that it was impossible to sail across the torrid zone at the equator, that only the northern
hemisphere was inhabitable, and that the circumference of the earth was so great as to require three years to
sail across the Atlantic. Whatever liberties Irving took in crafting his biography, he did not lose sight of
historical truths. Instead, and perhaps more disturbingly, he enlisted those truths in the service of truthiness.
His biography was less about Columbus and more about the timeless struggle between on the one hand
rationality, science, individuality, and anti-aristocratic modernity and, on the other hand, a retrograde,
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oppressive, medieval Church. Within a decade, William Whewell had published his History of the Inductive
Sciences online here. In a section on antipodes, he admitted that most people throughout history had known
the earth was round. Only a few people who preferred scriptural evidence over physical evidence denied the
sphericity of the earth. Lactantius, of course, and now Cosmas Indicopleustes, who says nothing about
antipodes but offers an easily mocked tabernacle-shaped world and flat earth. Whewell then returns to the
antipodes before concluding the section by casually remarking: By the latter 19th-century, the supposed truth
of the Columbus story had completely replaced the historical truths. In the end, Columbus prevailed and along
with Vasco Da Gama and Ferdinand Magellan finally settled the question of the shape of the earth. Historical
truth had surrendered to truthiness. The warfare of Columbus the world knows well: Paul, and from St.
Despite decades of historical work and dozens of articles and textbooks and, more recently, blogposts, the
Columbus myth is alive and well in the United States. The cosmologist Lawrence Krauss recently invoked it.
President Obama equated opponents of clean energy to people who opposed Columbus on the grounds that the
earth was flat. The president received much applause when he said at 0: If some of these folks [opponents of
clean energy] were around when Columbus set sail, they must have been founding members of the flat earth
society. They would not have believed that the world was round. There was a period of or years when all of
the extraordinary insights of the Greek philosophers were utterly lost. People thought the world was flat. And
truly thought the world was flat. There were demons that lurked at the edge of the map. In the fourth century
with the fall of Rome and the sacking of the great library at Alexandria scientific darkness fell across Europe.
Even the language of learning, Latin, splintered as warring tribes took over. The theology of the day was
defined by Augustine, and the Christian church was mostly anti-science. The learning of the Romans and the
Greeks was denigrated as pagan knowledge. Even the knowledge of the round Earth was lost for many
centuries.
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Read more about Leif Eriksson. Trade was soon established between Europe and the Americas. Plants native
to the Americas such as potatoes, tomatoes, and tobacco were imported to Europe. This trade route also paved
the way for the slave trade between Europe, Africa, and the Americas. Explorers and settlers brought with
them diseases that had a devastating effect on Native American populations. Many native peoples perished or
were driven from their homes by colonizers. Read more about the Columbian exchange and food crops that
were transported from the Americas to Europe. Numerous books about Columbus appeared in the s, and the
insights of archaeologists and anthropologists began to complement those of sailors and historians. This effort
gave rise to considerable debate. There was also a major shift in approach and interpretation; the older
pro-European understanding gave way to one shaped from the perspective of the inhabitants of the Americas
themselves. The more recent perspective, however, has concentrated on the destructive side of the European
conquest, emphasizing, for example, the disastrous impact of the slave trade and the ravages of imported
disease on the indigenous peoples of the Caribbean region and the American continents. The sense of triumph
has diminished accordingly, and the view of Columbus as hero has now been replaced, for many, by one of a
man deeply flawed. Political activists of all kinds have intervened in the debate, further hindering the
reconciliation of these disparate views. Columbus was the eldest son of Domenico Colombo, a Genoese wool
worker and merchant, and Susanna Fontanarossa, his wife. His career as a seaman began effectively in the
Portuguese merchant marine. After surviving a shipwreck off Cape Saint Vincent at the southwestern point of
Portugal in , he based himself in Lisbon , together with his brother Bartholomew. Both were employed as
chart makers, but Columbus was principally a seagoing entrepreneur. In he sailed to Iceland and Ireland with
the merchant marine, and in he was buying sugar in Madeira as an agent for the Genoese firm of Centurioni.
In he met and married Felipa Perestrello e Moniz, a member of an impoverished noble Portuguese family.
Their son, Diego , was born in Some conspiracy theorists have alleged that Columbus made a secret pact with
the monarch, but there is no evidence of this. After at least two rejections, he at last obtained royal support in
January A direct assault eastward could prove difficult, because the Ottoman Empire and other Islamic states
in the region had been gaining strength at a pace that was threatening the Christian monarchies themselves.
The Islamic powers had effectively closed the land routes to the East and made the sea route south from the
Red Sea extremely hard to access. Library of Congress, Washington, D. LC-DIG-pga In the letter that prefaces
his journal of the first voyage, the admiral vividly evokes his own hopes and binds them all together with the
conquest of the infidel, the victory of Christianity, and the westward route to discovery and Christian alliance:
Columbus, ChristopherChristopher Columbus second from right planning his expedition to the New World.
Thus a great number of interests were involved in this adventure, which was, in essence, the attempt to find a
route to the rich land of Cathay China , to India , and to the fabled gold and spice islands of the East by sailing
westward over what was presumed to be open sea. Columbus himself clearly hoped to rise from his humble
beginnings in this way, to accumulate riches for his family, and to join the ranks of the nobility of Spain. In a
similar manner, but at a more exalted level, the Catholic Monarchs hoped that such an enterprise would gain
them greater status among the monarchies of Europe, especially against their main rival, Portugal. Then, in
alliance with the papacy in this case, with the Borgia pope Alexander VI [â€”] , they might hope to take the
lead in the Christian war against the infidel. At a more elevated level still, Franciscan brethren were preparing
for the eventual end of the world, as they believed was prophesied in the Revelation to John. According to that
eschatological vision, Christendom would recapture Jerusalem and install a Christian emperor in the Holy
Land as a precondition for the coming and defeat of Antichrist , the Christian conversion of the whole human
race , and the Last Judgment. The emperor of Cathayâ€”whom Europeans referred to as the Great Khan of the
Golden Horde â€”was himself held to be interested in Christianity, and Columbus carefully carried a letter of
friendship addressed to him by the Spanish monarchs. It would never do to allow the Portuguese to find the
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Christopher Columbus: Early Life Christopher Columbus, the son of a wool merchant, was born in Genoa, Italy, in about
When he was still a teenager, he got a job on a merchant ship.
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Bring fact-checked results to the top of your browser search. Consortia put together by a royal treasury official
and composed mainly of Genoese and Florentine bankers in Sevilla Seville provided at least 1,, maravedis to
outfit the expedition, and Columbus supplied more than a third of the sum contributed by the king and queen.
The westerlies prevailing in the Azores had defeated previous attempts to sail to the west, but in the Canaries
the three ships could pick up the northeast trade winds; supposedly, they could trust to the westerlies for their
return. Library of Congress, Washington, D. But by October 10 the crew had begun to lose patience,
complaining that with their failure to make landfall, contrary winds and a shortage of provisions would keep
them from returning home. Beyond planting the royal banner, however, Columbus spent little time there,
being anxious to press on to Cipango, or Cipangu Japan. He thought that he had found it in Cuba , where he
landed on October 28, but he convinced himself by November 1 that Cuba was the Cathay mainland itself,
though he had yet to see evidence of great cities. Thus, on December 5, he turned back southeastward to
search for the fabled city of Zaiton Quanzhou , China , missing through this decision his sole chance of setting
foot on Florida soil. There Columbus found at least enough gold and prosperity to save him from ridicule on
his return to Spain. On January 16, , Columbus left with his remaining two ships for Spain. The journey back
was a nightmare. The westerlies did indeed direct them homeward, but in mid-February a terrible storm
engulfed the fleet. After securing their freedom Columbus sailed on, stormbound, and the damaged ship
limped to port in Lisbon. There he was obliged to interview with King John II. Columbus never openly
acknowledged this gulf and so was quite incapable of bridging it. The admiral also adopted a mode of
sanctification and autocratic leadership that made him many enemies. Moreover, Columbus was determined to
take back both material and human cargo to his sovereigns and for himself, and this could be accomplished
only if his sailors carried on looting, kidnapping, and other violent acts, especially on Hispaniola. The second
and third voyages The gold, parrots, spices, and human captives Columbus displayed for his sovereigns at
Barcelona convinced all of the need for a rapid second voyage. Colonization and Christian evangelization
were openly included this time in the plans, and a group of friars shipped with him. The presence of some 1,
salaried men with perhaps private investors and a small troop of cavalry are testimony to the anticipations for
the expedition. Pierpont Morgan, , Here was a clear sign that Taino resistance had gathered strength. More
fortified places were rapidly built, including a city, founded on January 2 and named La Isabela for the queen.
In March Columbus explored the Cibao Valley thought to be the gold-bearing region of the island and
established the fortress of St. The admiral decided that Hispaniola was indeed the biblical land of Sheba and
that Cuba was the mainland of Cathay. The following year he began a determined conquest of Hispaniola,
spreading devastation among the Taino. The admiral departed La Isabela for Spain on March 10, , leaving his
brothers, Bartholomew and Diego, in charge of the settlement. Spain was then at war with France and needed
to buy and keep its alliances; moreover, the yield from the second voyage had fallen well short of the
investment. Portugal was still a threat, though the two nations had divided the Atlantic conveniently between
themselves in the Treaty of Tordesillas June 7, According to the treaty, Spain might take all land west of a
line drawn from pole to pole leaguesâ€”i. But what about the other side of the world, where West met East?
Also, there might be a previously undiscovered antipodean continent. Who, then, should be trusted to draw the
line there? Ferdinand and Isabella therefore made a cautious third investment. It was clear now that Columbus
was expected both to find great prizes and to establish the flag of Spain firmly in the East. Certainly he found
prizes, but not quite of the kind his sponsors required. On June 21 the provision ships left Gomera for
Hispaniola, while the explorers headed south for the Cape Verde Islands. After stopping at Trinidad named for
the Holy Trinity , whose protection he had invoked for the voyage , Columbus entered the Gulf of Paria and
planted the Spanish flag on the Paria Peninsula in Venezuela. It is hard to explain exactly what the trouble
was. It may be that these problems had intensified, but the Columbus family must be held at least partly
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responsible, intent as it was on enslaving the Taino and shipping them to Europe or forcing them to mine gold
on Hispaniola. Bobadilla ruled against the Columbus family when he arrived in Hispaniola. During that return
journey Columbus composed a long letter to his sovereigns that is one of the most extraordinary he wrote, and
one of the most informative. One part of its exalted, almost mystical, quality may be attributed to the
humiliations the admiral had endured humiliations he compounded by refusing to allow the captain of the La
Gorda to remove his chains during the voyage and another to the fact that he was now suffering severely from
sleeplessness, eyestrain, and a form of rheumatoid arthritis , which may have hastened his death. Much of
what he said in the letter, however, seems genuinely to have expressed his beliefs. The weather had become
extremely mild, and the flow of fresh water into the Gulf of Paria was, as he saw, enormous. All this could
have one explanation onlyâ€”they had mounted toward the temperate heights of the Earthly Paradise, heights
from which the rivers of Paradise ran into the sea. Columbus had found all such signs of the outer regions of
the Earthly Paradise in his reading, and indeed they were widely known. On this estimate, he was therefore
close to the realms of gold that lay near Paradise. He had not found the gold yet, to be sure, but he knew where
it was. This letter, desperate though it was, convinced the sovereigns that, even if he had not yet found the
prize, he had been close to it after all. They ordered his release and gave him audience at Granada in late
December Columbus, though ill and importunate, was a better investment than the many adventurers and
profiteers who had meantime been licensed to compete with him, and there was always the danger revealed in
some of the letters of this period that he would offer his services to his native Genoa. In October Columbus
went to Sevilla to make ready his fourth and final expedition.
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As a teenager, starting in , Columbus started sailing the seas. The ship he was sailing on was attacked by
French privateers off the coast of Portugal. Columbus had to abandon the burning ship and swim to the
Portuguese shore. He eventually settled there and married Felipa Perestrello; they had a son in Columbus
moved to Spain and his wife died shortly after. Columbus then had another son in wedlock in with Beatriz
Enriquez de Arana. He worked on figuring out the distance; experts disagreed with him on these matters. After
making his plan, Columbus goes to look for sponsors Columbus went to the Portuguese king to ask for a
three-ship voyage for the discovery, and was rejected. Columbus also went to Genoa, Venice, and then the
Spanish monarchy of Isabella of Castille and Ferdinand of Aragon, and was rejected by all three because their
focus was on war with the Muslims. There, he met and traded with a friendly group of natives. Columbus and
his men continued their journey visiting the islands of Cuba and Hispaniola and meetings with leaders of the
native population. In this time, one of the ships, the Santa Maria, was wrecked. The royal court warmly
welcomed back Columbus back into Spain in Returning to Hispaniola, Columbus and his men found that the
Navidad settlement had been destroyed and decided to force labor policy over the native population to rebuild
the settlement. Columbus left his brothers to rule over the settlement and then left to sail more before going
back to Spain. The Spanish Crown sent a royal official who arrested Columbus and took away his authority.
He went back to Spain in chains to face the royal court. The charges were later dropped, but Columbus lost his
title as governor of the Indies and also lost some of the riches he made from his voyages. In this voyage, a
storm wrecked one of his ships stranding the captain and his sailors on the island of Cuba. In May of
Columbus did regain some of his riches, but his titles were never returned. He died May 20, still believing he
had discovered a shorter route to Asia.
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Born in Genoa, Italy, in to a weaver, young Columbus first went to sea at the age of fourteen. Shipwrecked
near the Portuguese coast in , he made his way to great port City of Lisbon, where his younger brother,
Bartholomew was an expert chart maker. In , Columbus and his young son Diego moved to Spain. Like most
learned men of his time, Columbus knew the world was round and shared the theory that a ship could
eventually reach the Far East from the opposite direction. Columbus believed that Japan was about 4, km 3, mi
to the west of Portugal --a distance that could be sailed in existing vessels. Thus Columbus was but one among
many who believed one could reach land by sailing west. By the s, the passages to the East were denied to the
Christian West by the Muslims who controlled the main overland routes to the Orient. A new route, by sea,
was the challenge. For a decade, Columbus approached the Portuguese king and the Spanish monarchs to
obtain a grant to explore possible trade routes to the west. Contrary to many stories, Queen Isabella did not
have to pawn her jewelry to finance the expedition By the late 13th century, the Spanish Christian kingdoms
of Castile and Aragon had reconquered most of the Muslim-controlled territory. The last Muslim kingdom,
Granada, was reconquered in After turning him down many times, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella
reconsidered as Columbus was preparing to take his enterprise to France. Columbus promised to bring back
gold, spices, and silks from the Far East, to spread Christianity, and to lead an expedition to China. Contrary to
popular belief, the Queen did not have to sell any jewelry to fund the exhibition. The ships were quite tiny by
modern standards -- no longer than a tennis court, and less than 30 feet wide. The Santa Maria had 40 men
aboard, the Pinta, 26, and the Nina, The Nina was captained by Martin Alonzo Pinzon. The Santa Maria was
slow and unwieldy during the long ocean voyage. Early on the morning of October 12th land was indeed
sighted, and a landing party arrived on an island in the Bahamas and named it San Salvador. It had been
thirty-three days since the three ships had left the Canary Islands, off the Atlantic coast of Africa. The natives
must have been surprised to hear that their island now belonged to Spain. On 21 November, , he deserted
Columbus off Cuba, hoping to be the first to discover the imaginary golden island of Osabeque. He was the
first to discover Haiti Hispaniola , and the river where he landed now the Porto Caballo was long called after
him the River of Martin Alonso. He carried off thence four men and two girls, intending to steal them as
slaves, but he was compelled to restore them to their homes by Columbus, whom he rejoined on the coast of
Haiti on 6 January, His seafaring instincts were extraordinary. His destination was La Navidad, off the north
coast of Haiti, where, during his first voyage he had left 39 men in a fortress built from the wreckage of the
Santa Maria. Arriving nearly two months later, on November 28, , Columbus found the makeshift fortress
burned and all his men dead, probably killed by the fierce Carib Indians who often raided coastal settlements.
During his second voyage, Columbus was told by the Indians of Espanola Haiti , that Black people had been
to the island before his arrival. Columbus left the port of Sanlucar in southern Spain on May 30, with six
ships. Leaving the Canary Islands on June 19, the fleet split into two squadrons: The fleet was becalmed in the
Doldrums, an area off the coast of equatorial Africa notorious for its lack of winds, for eight days and arrived
in the West Indies short of fresh water. After changing course to north by east, the fleet sighted an island in the
west at noon that same day. Because the island had three hills, Columbus named it Trinidad, after the Holy
Trinity. The crew became the first Europeans to see the continent of South America as they obtained water on
the south coast of Trinidad in the Gulf of Paria. Some of his crew went ashore and found natives using
colorful handkerchiefs of symmetrically woven cotton in the same style the Moors had brought to Europe
from West Africa. Moreover, Columbus modified his belief in a round earth when his navigational readings
detected the bulge in the earth at the equator. Eventually the dispute was resolved when Ferdinand and Isabela
appointed Francisco de Bobadilla as royal commissioner, with powers above those of Columbus himself. He
was such a sure navigator by then that the mile voyage took a mere 21 days. But he did not arrive happy. At
Santo Domingo on June 29, Columbus requested entry into the harbor for his five ships, and he urged the
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governor to detain a ship fleet ready to sail to Spain. He warned a terrible storm was brewing. The governor
and his retinue mocked Columbus as a phony fortune-teller. Not only did the governor order the fleet to sail
but denied Columbus entry into the harbor. That was always his strongest curse. Once again Columbus was
thwarted by dull, proud people. He was no gypsy fortune-teller but the sea captain supreme. The mix of oily
swells from the southeast, abnormal tide, heaviness in the air, aching arthritis, wispy cirrus clouds streaming
high overhead, and a magnificent crimson sunset meant only one thing: Denied the harbor, Columbus
anchored his ships off the southwest shore of the island with protection from north and west. If anchors broke
loose the winds would drive them out to sea, not into shore. The 30 ships of the fleet sailed east, then north
through the Mona Passage. Barely underway into the Atlantic, the gold-laden fleet was hammered by
ferocious winds. Within hours 20 ships sank with all hands. Nine others were driven ashore and battered to
bits. One ship of the fleet survived. A fortune in gold, 29 ships and men were lost. Columbus, with every
anchor of his five caravels down, bitterly wrote in his journal during the raging hurricane: Columbus lost not
one ship from the deadly storm, not one manâ€¦ "[source: Admiral of the Ocean Sea:
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Visit Website Christopher Columbus: Early Life Christopher Columbus, the son of a wool merchant, was born
in Genoa, Italy, in about When he was still a teenager, he got a job on a merchant ship. He remained at sea
until , when French privateers attacked his ship as it sailed north along the Portuguese coast. The boat sank,
but the young Columbus floated to shore on a scrap of wood and made his way to Lisbon, where he studied
mathematics, astronomy, cartography and navigation. He also began to hatch the plan that would change the
world forever. The First Voyage At the end of the 15th century, it was nearly impossible to reach Asia from
Europe by land. The route was long and arduous, and encounters with hostile armies were difficult to avoid.
Portuguese explorers solved this problem by taking to the sea: But Columbus had a different idea: Why not
sail west across the Atlantic instead of around the massive African continent? He argued incorrectly that the
circumference of the Earth was much smaller than his contemporaries believed it was; accordingly, he
believed that the journey by boat from Europe to Asia should be not only possible but comparatively easy. He
presented his plan to officials in Portugal and England, but it was not until that he found a sympathetic
audience: Columbus wanted fame and fortune. Ferdinand and Isabella wanted the same, along with the
opportunity to export Catholicism to lands across the globe. Columbus, a devout Catholic, was equally
enthusiastic about this possibility. On October 12, the ships made landfallâ€”not in Asia, as Columbus
assumed, but on one of the Bahamian islands. In March , leaving 40 men behind in a makeshift settlement on
Hispaniola present-day Haiti and the Dominican Republic , he returned to Spain. Then he headed west, with
his own complement of native slaves, to continue his mostly fruitless search for gold and other goods. In lieu
of the material riches he had promised the Spanish monarchs, he sent some slaves to Queen Isabella. In May ,
Columbus sailed west across the Atlantic for the third time. Conditions were so bad that Spanish authorities
had to send a new governor to take over. Christopher Columbus was arrested and returned to Spain in chains.
In , cleared of the most serious charges but stripped of his noble titles, the aging Columbus persuaded the
Spanish king to pay for one last trip across the Atlantic. This time, Columbus made it all the way to
Panamaâ€”just miles from the Pacific Oceanâ€”where he had to abandon two of his four ships in the face of
an attack from hostile natives. Empty-handed, the elderly explorer returned to Spain, where he died in
However, his journey kicked off centuries of exploration and exploitation on the American continents. The
consequences of his explorations were severe for the native populations of the areas he and the conquistadores
conquered. Disease and environmental changes resulted in the destruction of the majority of the native
population over time, while Europeans continued to extract natural resources from these territories. Today,
Columbus has a controversial legacy â€”he is remembered as a daring and path-breaking explorer who
transformed the New World, yet his actions also unleashed changes that would eventually devastate the native
populations he and his fellow explorers encountered.
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While securing provisions from the island of La Gomera , Columbus received word that three Portuguese
caravels had been seen hovering near the island of El Hierro with the supposed intention of capturing him. As
described in the abstract of his log made by Bartolome de Las Casas , on the outward bound voyage Columbus
recorded two sets of distances. Las Casas originally interpreted that he reported the shorter distances to his
crew so they would not worry about sailing too far from Spain. Columbus did report two distances each day
but one was in measurements he normally used, the other in the Portuguese maritime leagues used by his
crew. Magnetic declination[ edit ] On 13 September , Columbus observed that the needle of his compass no
longer pointed to the North Star. Columbus at first made no mention of this, knowing his crew to be prone to
panic with their destination unknown, but after several days his pilots took notice with much anxiety.
Allegedly the crew grew so homesick and fearful that they threatened to sail back to Spain. His reputation as
an astronomer held weight with the crew, and his theory alleviated their alarm. Columbus changed course to
follow their flight. The indigenous people he encountered in their homelands were peaceful and friendly. At
the time of the European discovery of most of the islands of the Caribbean, three major indigenous peoples
lived on the islands: Most of modern Central America was part of the Mesoamerican civilization. The
Amerindian societies of Mesoamerica occupied the land ranging from central Mexico in the north to Costa
Rica in the south. The cultures of Panama traded with both Mesoamerica and South America and can be
considered transitional between those two cultural areas. Columbus proceeded to observe the people and their
cultural lifestyle. He also explored the northeast coast of Cuba, landing on 28 October , and the north-western
coast of Hispaniola, present day Haiti , by 5 December Columbus was received by the native cacique
Guacanagari , who gave him permission to leave some of his men behind. Columbus founded the settlement,
La Navidad , leaving behind 39 men. On the morning of February 15, land was spotted. Columbus believed
they were approaching the Azore Islands , but other members of the crew felt that they were considerably
north of the islands. Columbus turned out to be right. At this spot, Columbus took on board several islanders
who had gathered onshore with food, and told them that his crew wished to come ashore to fulfill their vow.
The islanders told him that a small shrine dedicated to Our Lady was nearby. During a verbal battle across the
bows of both craft, during which Columbus did not grant permission for him to come aboard, Castanheira
announced that he did not believe or care who Columbus said that he was, especially if he was indeed from
Spain. Castanheira returned to the island. However, after another two days, Castanheira released the prisoners,
having been unable to get confessions from them, and having been unable to capture his real target, Columbus.
After spending more than a week in Portugal, Columbus set sail for Spain. Word of his finding new lands
rapidly spread throughout Europe. After the voyage, Columbus met with Spanish monarchs Ferdinand and
Isabella in Barcelona on 15 March to report his findings. The Monument a Colom in that city commemorates
the event. He showed off what he had brought back from his voyage to the monarchs, including a few small
samples of gold, pearls , gold jewelry stolen from natives, a few natives he had kidnapped, flowers, and a
hammock. He gave the monarchs a few of the gold nuggets, gold jewelry, and pearls, as well as the previously
unknown tobacco plant, the pineapple fruit, the turkey, and the hammock. The monarchs invited Columbus to
dine with them. A taster even tasted the food from each of his dishes before he ate to "make sure it was not
poisoned. Columbus was even rewarded with his own coat of arms. He did not bring any of the coveted East
Indies spices, such as the exceedingly expensive black pepper, ginger or cloves. He insisted he had reached
Asia it was Cuba and an island off the coast of China Hispaniola. His descriptions were part fact, part fiction:
Mountains and hills, plains and pastures, are both fertile and beautiful There are many spices, and great mines
of gold and other metals This division was never accepted by the rulers of England or France. See also the
Treaty of Tordesillas that followed the papal decree. In addition, the expedition saw the construction of the
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first ship in the Americas, the Santa Cruz or India. His men rescued two boys who had just been castrated by
their captors. Another Chief, named Caonabo in Jaragua , was charged. Columbus established a new
settlement at La Isabela , on the north coast of Hispaniola, where gold had first been found, but it was a poor
location and the settlement was short-lived. He spent some time exploring the interior of the island for gold.
Finding some, he established a small fort in the interior. He left Hispaniola on April 24, , and arrived at the
island of Juana Cuba which he had discovered and named during his first voyage on April 30 and Discovery
Bay, Jamaica on May 5. He explored the south coast of Juana, which he believed to be a peninsula of China
rather than an island, and several nearby islands including La Evangelista the Isle of Youth , before returning
to Hispaniola on August After staying for a time on the western end of present-day Haiti he finally returned to
Spain. Although his petition was refused by the Crown, in February , Columbus disobeyed the Queen and took
1, people from the Arawak tribe who were then taken by the Carib as captives and slaves. No room was
available for about of the kidnapped Arawak leading to their release. The long-term consequence for the
Arawaks of contact with Europeans was that thousands of people[ dubious â€” discuss ] were almost entirely
exterminated by disease, infighting and economic despair. Slavery was practiced widely at that time amongst
many peoples of the world, including some Native Americans. After legal proceedings in the Cortes, some
survivors were ordered released and to be returned to their las Americas homeland, whereas others were used
by Queen Isabella as galley slaves. Rounding up the slaves led to the first major battle between the Spanish
and the native peoples in their homeland, called by Europeans "the New World ". And since so many of the
slaves died in captivity, he developed a plan while in the Province of Cicao on Hispaniola. Columbus imposed
a tribute system, similar to that of the still-unknown Aztec Empire tribute on the mainland. Upon their doing
so, they would receive copper tokens that they wore around their necks. Any Indian found without a copper
token had their hands cut off and subsequently bled to death. Anthropologists have shown there was more
intermarriage and assimilation than previously believed see the Black Legend.
9: A History of the Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus - Washington Irving - Google Books
The "Columbus map" was drawn circa in the workshop of Bartolomeo and Christopher Columbus in Lisbon. [13]
Handwritten notes by Christopher Columbus on the Latin edition of Marco Polo 's Le livre des merveilles.
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