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1: The Life of Charles Lamb by Edward Verrall Lucas
Charles Lamb (10 February - 27 December ) was an English essayist, poet, and antiquarian, best known for his Essays
of Elia and for the children's book Tales from Shakespeare, co-authored with his sister, Mary Lamb ().

John Lamb continued to work in his old position in the Great Hall of the Inner Temple, where he had waited
on Salt, but his wages were not sufficient to keep the lodgings that had been provided without cost by Salt.
Around this time, John Lamb had a stroke, losing most of the use of his left hand. John was allowed to
continue receiving his salary while another man stood in for him in the Inner Temple, performing his duties.
By , Elizabeth was completely helpless and dependent on Mary. In Charles had a mental breakdown, and spent
the end of to the beginning of in a private mental facility. Her father had become senile, her mother required
constant care, and her brother John had had an accident, and had moved back in with the family, so that he too
could be cared for by her. Mary may also have had difficulties in training her young apprentice. The situation
began to affect her mental stability. Elizabeth began shouting at her for this. Mary suffered a mental
break-down as her mother continued shouting at her. She took the kitchen knife she had been holding,
unsheathed it, and approached her mother, who was sitting down. She then fatally stabbed her mother in the
chest, in full view of John and Sarah Lamb who were standing nearby. The coroner had returned a verdict of
lunacy. Charles spent his Sundays and holidays with Mary, leaving her in the care of his landlords for the rest
of the time. Mary continued to work as a seamstress, and subscribed to the local lending libraries, as she was a
voracious reader throughout her life. They both decided that they would remain unmarried and live together
for the rest of their lives, in a state described by Charles as "a sort of double singleness". Through the rest of
her life, Mary would occasionally spend time in mental facilities when she or Charles felt that her mental
derangement was returning. But where we have differed upon moral points; upon something proper to be
done, or let alone; whatever heat of opposition, or steadiness of conviction, I set out with, I am sure always, in
the long run, to be brought over to her way of thinking. Mary patiently watched over Charles when he was
drunk, just as he had always watched over her. During the writing of the Tales, Mary realised that she could
make a living writing these types of works for children. The finished collection of Tales was published in ,
with a second edition coming out in Mary began writing her collection of tales Mrs. The book had gone
through nine editions by Mary had difficulties adjusting to middle-class life, as she had to hire and govern
servants though she was used to doing household work herself. Mary had a relapse of her mental illness soon
after publication of the article. Emma stayed with the Lambs several times over the next few years. She spent
five happy years with them until finding a position as a governess. During the time that the three lived
together, the Lambs moved to a country house. Charles died on 27 December She exchanged visits with
friends when her mind was strong enough, but her hearing deteriorated in the mids, making it difficult for her
to communicate with others. She died on 20 May , and was buried next to her brother in the Edmonton
Churchyard in Middlesex. He said that Mary was "remarkable for the sweetness of her disposition, the
clearness of her understanding, and the gentle wisdom of all her acts and words", and that "To a friend in any
difficulty she was the most comfortable of advisers, the wisest of consolers.
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2: Letters of Charles Lamb - Wikipedia
Charles Lamb was born on 10 February, , at the Inner Temple of London England's Royal Courts of Justice where his
father John Lamb worked as a clerk for Samuel Salt.

Please improve it by verifying the claims made and adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of
original research should be removed. Lamb was the youngest child, with a sister 11 years older named Mary
and an even older brother named John; there were four others who did not survive infancy. Lamb created a
portrait of his father in his "Elia on the Old Benchers" under the name Lovel. Lamb was also cared for by his
paternal aunt Hetty, who seems to have had a particular fondness for him. A number of writings by both
Charles and Mary suggest that the conflict between Aunt Hetty and her sister-in-law created a certain degree
of tension in the Lamb household. However, Charles speaks fondly of her and her presence in the house seems
to have brought a great deal of comfort to him. A picture of these visits can be glimpsed in the Elia essay
Blakesmoor in Hâ€”shire. Why, every plank and panel of that house for me had magic in it. The tapestried
bed-rooms â€” tapestry so much better than painting â€” not adorning merely, but peopling the wainscots â€”
at which childhood ever and anon would steal a look, shifting its coverlid replaced as quickly to exercise its
tender courage in a momentary eye-encounter with those stern bright visages, staring reciprocally â€” all Ovid
on the walls, in colours vivider than his descriptions. It is believed that he suffered from smallpox during his
early years, which forced him into a long period of convalescence. After this period of recovery Lamb began
to take lessons from Mrs Reynolds, a woman who lived in the Temple and is believed to have been the former
wife of a lawyer. Mrs Reynolds must have been a sympathetic schoolmistress because Lamb maintained a
relationship with her throughout his life and she is known to have attended dinner parties held by Mary and
Charles in the s. His friends lived in town, and were near at hand; and he had the privilege of going to see
them, almost as often as he wished, through some invidious distinction, which was denied to us. The upper
master i. While Coleridge and other scholarly boys were able to go on to Cambridge, Lamb left school at
fourteen and was forced to find a more prosaic career. Charles would continue to work there for 25 years, until
his retirement with pension the "superannuation" he refers to in the title of one essay. In while tending to his
grandmother, Mary Field, in Hertfordshire, Charles Lamb fell in love with a young woman named Ann
Simmons. Although no epistolary record exists of the relationship between the two, Lamb seems to have spent
years wooing her. Miss Simmons also appears in several Elia essays under the name "Alice M". Miss
Simmons eventually went on to marry a silversmith and Lamb called the failure of the affair his "great
disappointment". Family tragedy[ edit ] Both Charles and his sister Mary suffered a period of mental illness.
As he himself confessed in a letter, Charles spent six weeks in a mental facility during Coleridge, I know not
what suffering scenes you have gone through at Bristol. My life has been somewhat diversified of late. But
mad I wasâ€”and many a vagary my imagination played with me, enough to make a volume if all told. My
Sonnets I have extended to the number of nine since I saw you, and will some day communicate to you. On 22
September , while preparing dinner, Mary became angry with her apprentice, roughly shoving the little girl out
of her way and pushing her into another room. Her mother, Elizabeth, began yelling at her for this, and Mary
suffered a mental breakdown as her mother continued yelling at her. A terrible event occurred: Mary, "worn
down to a state of extreme nervous misery by attention to needlework by day and to her mother at night", was
seized with acute mania and stabbed her mother in the heart with a table knife. While reports were published
by the media, Charles wrote a letter to Samuel Taylor Coleridge in connection to the matricide: MY dearest
friend â€” White or some of my friends or the public papers by this time may have informed you of the terrible
calamities that have fallen on our family. I will only give you the outlines. My poor dear dearest sister in a fit
of insanity has been the death of her own mother. I was at hand only time enough to snatch the knife out of her
grasp. She is at present in a mad house, from whence I fear she must be moved to an hospital. God has
preserved to me my senses, â€” I eat and drink and sleep, and have my judgment I believe very sound. My
poor father was slightly wounded, and I am left to take care of him and my aunt. Mr Norris of the Bluecoat
school has been very very kind to us, and we have no other friend, but thank God I am very calm and
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composed, and able to do the best that remains to do. Write, â€”as religious a letter as possibleâ€” but no
mention of what is gone and done with. God almighty have us all in his keeping. Although there was no legal
status of "insanity" at the time, the jury returned the verdict of "lunacy" which was how she was freed from
guilt of willful murder, on the condition that Charles take personal responsibility for her safekeeping. The
death of John Lamb was something of a relief to Charles because his father had been mentally incapacitated
for a number of years since suffering a stroke. The death of his father also meant that Mary could come to live
again with him in Pentonville , and in they set up a shared home at Mitre Court Buildings in the Temple,
where they would live until Their London quarters became a kind of weekly salon for many of the most
outstanding theatrical and literary figures of the day. In , a club, The Lambs , was formed in London to carry
on their salon tradition. On his deathbed, Coleridge had a mourning ring sent to Lamb and his sister. In he
contributed additional blank verse to the second edition, and met the Wordsworths, William and Dorothy , on
his short summer holiday with Coleridge at Nether Stowey , thereby also striking up a lifelong friendship with
William. Lamb continued to clerk for the East India Company and doubled as a writer in various genres, his
tragedy , John Woodvil, being published in His farce , Mr H, was performed at Drury Lane in , where it was
roundly booed. The original caption said ""Mr Lamb having taken the liberty of addressing a slight
compliment to Miss Kelly in his first volume, respectfully requests her acceptance of the collection. His
collected essays, under the title Essays of Elia, were published in "Elia" being the pen name Lamb used as a
contributor to The London Magazine. The Essays of Elia would be criticised in the Quarterly Review January
by Robert Southey , who thought its author to be irreligious. When Charles read the review, entitled "The
Progress of Infidelity", he was filled with indignation, and wrote a letter to his friend Bernard Barton , where
Lamb declared he hated the review, and emphasised that his words "meant no harm to religion". First, Lamb
did not want to retort, since he actually admired Southey; but later he felt the need to write a letter "Elia to
Southey", in which he complained and expressed that the fact that he was a dissenter of the Church, did not
make him an irreligious man. The letter would be published in The London Magazine, on October Rightly
taken, Sir, that Paper was not against Graces, but Want of Grace; not against the ceremony, but the
carelessness and slovenliness so often observed in the performance of it. You have never ridiculed, I believe,
what you thought to be religion, but you are always girding at what some pious, but perhaps mistaken folks,
think to be so. Also, in , Samuel Coleridge died. The funeral was confined only to the family of the writer, so
Lamb was prevented from attending and only wrote a letter to Rev. James Gilman, a very close [word
missing], expressing his condolences. He died of a streptococcal infection, erysipelas , contracted from a
minor graze on his face sustained after slipping in the street, on 27 December His sister, who was ten years
his senior, survived him for more than a dozen years. She is buried beside him. The sonnets were significantly
influenced by the poems of Burns and the sonnets of William Bowles, a largely forgotten poet of the late 18th
century. As he himself came to realise, he was a much more talented prose stylist than poet. Indeed, one of the
most celebrated poets of the dayâ€”William Wordsworthâ€”wrote to John Scott as early as that Lamb "writes
prose exquisitely"â€”and this was five years before Lamb began The Essays of Elia for which he is now most
famous. Lamb, on the other hand, published a book entitled Blank Verse with Charles Lloyd , the mentally
unstable son of the founder of Lloyds Bank. It was a verse that Lamb chose to remove from the edition of his
Collected Work published in In the final years of the 18th century, Lamb began to work on prose, first in a
novella entitled Rosamund Gray, which tells the story of a young girl whose character is thought to be based
on Ann Simmons, an early love interest. How much knowledge of the sweetest part of our nature in it! The
most successful of these was Tales From Shakespeare, which ran through two editions for Godwin and has
been published dozens of times in countless editions ever since. While the essay certainly criticises
contemporary stage practice, it also develops a more complex reflection on the possibility of representing
Shakespearean dramas: Accelerating the increasing interest of the time in the older writers, and building for
himself a reputation as an antiquarian, in Lamb compiled a collection of extracts from the old dramatists,
Specimens of the English Dramatic Poets Who Lived About the Time of Shakespeare. Immersion in
seventeenth-century authors, such as Robert Burton and Sir Thomas Browne , also changed the way Lamb
wrote, adding a distinct flavour to his writing style. He prefers bye-ways to highways. When the full tide of
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human life pours along to some festive show, to some pageant of a day, Elia would stand on one side to look
over an old book-stall, or stroll down some deserted pathway in search of a pensive description over a tottering
doorway, or some quaint device in architecture, illustrative of embryo art and ancient manners. Lamb has the
very soul of an antiquarian The most famous of these early essays is The Londoner, in which Lamb famously
derides the contemporary fascination with nature and the countryside. He would continue to fine-tune his craft,
experimenting with different essayistic voices and personae, for the better part of the next quarter century.
Because of his notoriously quirky, even bizarre, style, he has been more of a "cult favourite" than an author
with mass popular or scholarly appeal. Lamb was honoured by The Latymer School , a grammar school in
Edmonton, a suburb of London where he lived for a time; it has six houses, one of which, "Lamb", is named
after Charles. Quotations[ edit ] "But, then, in every species of reading, so much depends upon the eyes of the
reader Hence not many persons of science, and few professed literati, were of his councils. They were, for the
most part, persons of an uncertain fortune; He found them floating on the surface of society; and the colour, or
something else, in the weed, pleased him He never greatly cared for the society of what are called good
people. He must always be trying to get the better in something or other. They are transcripts, typesâ€”the
archetypes are in us, and eternal. How else should the recital of that which we know in a waking sense to be
false come to affect us at all? O, least of all! These terrors are of older standing. They date beyond bodyâ€”or
without the body, they would have been the same. That the kind of fear here treated is purely spiritualâ€”that it
is strong in proportion as it is objectless on earth, that it predominates in the period of our sinless
infancyâ€”are difficulties the solution of which might afford some probable insight into our ante-mundane
condition, and a peep at least into the shadowland of pre-existence.
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3: The life and works of Charles Lamb | Open Library
Home > Lamb, Charles > Life and Works Of Charles Lamb This copy of The Life and Works of Charles Lamb [12
Volume set] offered for sale by Arundel Books of Seattle for $ Life and Works Of Charles Lamb.

He is as a friend, a loved friend, whom it seems almost sacrilegious to summarize in the compact sentences of
a biographical dictionary Lamb was admired by many for his literary efforts but received little recognition
during his lifetime. He went through periods of self-doubt and dismissal of all things literary when his work
was not well-received publicly. However, he has left an extensive legacy of essays, stories, plays, poetry, and
letters rife with his particular style of intimacy, wit, and touching humour deeply inspired by a remarkable
insight into the people and the world around him. He wrote many works for children in prose and verse, as
well as critical works on Elizabethan drama of such authors as Christopher Marlowe , Cyril Tourneur, William
Shakespeare , and George Peele. Charles had an older brother John but he does not figure largely in his
writings. However, he and his sister Mary were very close all their lives. When she was well and at home with
her brother Mary was a vibrant and creative woman who collaborated with her brother on many works
including Tales from Shakespeare In a letter to friend Dorothy Wordsworth, Lamb writes about his sister who
is yet again in the hospital; All my strength is gone, and I am like a [fool, ber]eft of her cooperation. I dare not
think, lest I [should think] wrong; She is older, and wiser, and better, than me, and all my wretched
imperfections I cover to myself by resolutely thinking on her goodness. She would share life and death,
heaven and hell, with me. She lives but for me. Lamb also continued to write epigrams, plays, poetry, and
essays, many printed in such publications as the The Albion, The Morning Chronicle, and The Morning Post.
At the age of twenty-one Charles became the head of the family, caring for his aging father and his sister
Sarah Lamb, "Aunt Hetty". After they both died in , Charles and Mary moved a number of times before
settling again at living quarters at the Temple. Charles delighted in living in London and often extolled the
virtues of his beloved city and her people, the crowds, cafes, shops, the Strand and Fleet Street. While he
enjoyed being solitary and often went on walks at night, Lamb had numerous friends and acquaintances, as his
letters attest. He and his sister had frequent visitors, their salon evenings consisting of playing cards, eating,
drinking, smoking, and discussing various topics from all things literary to the everyday. Guests included
fellow poets Coleridge, Percy Bysshe Shelley , and William Wordsworth and his sister Dorothy who the
Lambs had met while on summer holiday in the Lake District and who for a time lived just around the corner
from the Lambs. Unlike his companions, Charles was not one to revel in the rural surroundings of England; he
made a few trips to the country and once to Paris, but he found his inspiration and solace in the bustle and
hectic life of the city. Lamb tried his hand unsuccessfully at theatre, writing a number of dramatic works
including John Wodvil and Mr. H a farce in verse, In the Lambs moved to Russell Street, Covent Garden,
where Charles would embark on his most successful period of writing, penning works under his pseudonym
"Elia" for London Magazine. Also around this time the Lambs adopted an eleven year old orphan named
Emma Isola who brought much joy and youth to their home. Charles would go for long walks with her and
Mary especially doted on her. In Charles moved to the first house he ever lived in, a white cottage in Islington.
Two years later he retired with a pension after thirty-three years with the East India Company; he now had
time to spend in his garden, " After another episode of illness, Mary went to live at Walden House in
Edmonton where Charles would soon join her. In a letter to Wordsworth dated May he tells him of how it is
best that he just live with her there where she can get the care she needs from the Waldens and not have all the
upset of moving back and forth from home to hospital. Her illness was certainly wearying on him too; he often
took to drinking when going through the emotional upheavals of loneliness and worrying about her. But Lamb
was much cheered when Emma married his friend and publisher Edward Moxon in In July of , when his good
friend Samuel Taylor Coleridge died, Lamb was devastated, "incapable" of writing a tribute to him in The
Athenaeum at the request of publisher Charles Wentworth Dilke. He passed days in morbid bemusement that
his dear friend was gone, seemingly at a loss for words at times. While out walking one day, Lamb fell and
injured his face. He contracted erysipelas, an infection, and died on 27 December Of divine Leisure such foul
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lies are spoke, Wounding her fair gifts with calumnious stroke. Yea on my weak neck take, and never forfeit,
Like Atlas bearing up the dainty sky, The heaven-sweet burthen of eternity. Deus nobis haec otia fecit--"God
has provided this leisure for us", Virgil Eclogue I, l. Merriman for Jalic Inc. The above biography is
copyrighted. Do not republish it without permission. Got an examination tomorrow..
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Charles Lamb was an English essayist, poet, fiction writer and critic from the Romantic period. This biography provides
detailed information about his childhood, life, writing career, achievements and timeline.

The book has been in print more or less consistently since its first publication in , and has remained popular
throughout its long lifetime. The Lamb siblings chose to do this in recognition of the fact that girls were
generally excluded from the kind of education that introduced boys to Shakespeare. First editions of Takes
from Shakespeare Thomas Hodgkins: Lamb was not only notable as an anthologizer of Shakespeare. He was
also recognized as a poet and essayist in his own right. His Essays of Elia, initially a series of essays published
pseudonymously as Elia in The London Magazine between and , was so popular that a second volume, Last
Essays of Elia, was published in The first American editions of both books, which were both published by
Carey, Lea and Carey of Philadelphia in , are valued at similar prices. Cottle, Bristol and Messrs. Copies for
Sale Lamb, Charles. The book of the Ranks and Dignities of British Society. Tabart and Co, London Printed
for Thomas Hodgkins, London Designed for the use of young persons. Embellished with copper-plates; In
two volumes; illustrated with 20 copper plates engraved by William Blake Copies for Sale Lamb, Charles.
Longman, Hurst, Rees, and Orme, London The Adventures of Ulysses. Taylor and Hessey, London Carey,
Lea, and Carey, Philadelphia Edward Moxon, London Essays which have appeared under that signature in
the London Magazine. The Letters of Charles Lamb. Final Memorials Of Charles Lamb. Talfourd Copies for
Sale Lamb, Charles.
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5: Full text of "The life and works of Charles Lamb"
Charles Lamb (a) is an English essayist best known for his "Tales from Shakespeare," which he produced with his sister,
Mary Lamb (a). Marina Warner is a prizewinning author of fiction, criticism, and history.

The largest collection, comprising about letters, is in the Huntington Library in San Marino, California. There
are very few existing letters addressed to Lamb apart from those sent by his friend Thomas Manning , since
Lamb usually destroyed his old correspondence. The surviving letters extend over a period of nearly 40 years,
beginning in May and ending only a few days before his death in December The influence he exercised on his
friend is seen as crucial in preparing Coleridge for the Romantic revolution that he and Wordsworth launched
two years later in their Lyrical Ballads. In an letter he wrote, "I have had a time of seriousness, and I have
known the importance and reality of a religious belief. Latterly, I acknowledge, much of my seriousness has
gone offâ€¦but I still retain at bottom a conviction of the truth, and a certainty of the usefulness of religion.
The essayist Augustine Birrell wrote that "He took refuge in trivialities seriously, and played the fool in order
to remain sane. Lucas as to "the value and importance of these letters, their good sense, their wit, their
humanity, their fun, their timeliness and timelessness". This was printed in , but no further volumes were ever
produced. Another drama critic, Percy Fitzgerald , edited a Life, Letters and Writings of Charles Lamb in with
letters, and this, like all previous collections, was published by Edward Moxon. An edition by William
Macdonald, containing letters, appeared in The Letters of Charles Lamb, issued by the Bibliophile Society of
Boston in with an introduction by Henry Howard Harper, increased the tally considerably to letters. It
contained only letters, but he highlighted one of the problems which had caused his and several previous
editions to leave out easily findable material: His second edition was published in with letters. Barnett and
other Lamb scholars have made it clear that the texts are unreliable. He elsewhere referred to "faulty dating,
erroneous location of manuscripts, incorrect transcription of text, and misinformation in the notes". Marrs,
which included many new letters discovered during the previous 40 years. The three published volumes have
attracted great praise for their exceptionally full annotation and for the completeness and accuracy of the texts.
Letters of Charles Lamb â€” Cornell University Press,
6: Life and Works Of Charles Lamb by Lamb, Charles
The life and works of Charles Lamb 9 editions. By Charles Lamb. Go to the editions section to read or download ebooks.
The life and works of Charles Lamb.

7: The Life And Works of Charles Lamb by Lamb, Charles, online reading at www.enganchecubano.com
The life and works of Charles Lamb Item Preview remove-circle Share or Embed This Item.

8: Mary Lamb - Wikipedia
The Works of Charles Lamb With a Sketch of His Life and Final The successive publications of Lamb's works form
almost the only events of his life which can be.

9: Charles Lamb Biography - Childhood, Life Achievements & Timeline
Search the history of over billion web pages on the Internet.
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