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1: BBC NEWS | UK | Magazine | Walking the talk?
The Long Walk - Escape from the Gulag camp and walk to India According to the account in the book, Rawicz was
transported, alongside thousands of others, to Irkutsk and made to walk to the Gulag Camp , which was km south of the
Arctic Circle.

A triumph of human spirit over tyranny. He trekked through frozen forests, over mountains and across deserts
on a journey that took 11 months. Seven men were in the break-out, in February Only four reached safety, at a
British base over the Indian border, the following January. And Witold, 84, has now emerged to recall their
astonishing story. In , a book called The Long Walk claimed to tell how seven prisoners escaped from a labour
camp in Siberiaâ€¦ and walked to India. After Rawicz died in , a BBC radio documentary uncovered proof that
he was a fake â€” military records showed that he was serving in Persia now Iran at the time of the escape.
Witold knew his story had been stolen. But he never protested because he wanted to forget the war and
concentrate on his new life. Then, by chance, writer John Dyson heard of Witold, a former construction
worker who had retired to a Cornish bungalow, and persuaded him to revisit his past. Even Joyce, his wife of
59 years, had never heard the whole account. But gradually he retraced the Long Walk, in harrowing detailâ€¦
How he endured the deep freeze of a Siberian winter, the thin air of the Himalayas and the stifling heat of the
Gobi desert, learned to live off the land, battled against disease and avoided hostile tribes of nomads in China
and Mongolia, to reach sanctuary. Witold was a teenager living in the Polish border town of Glabokia when he
was arrested with his family by the invading Russians â€” at the time, in , allies of Hitler. It might as well have
been a death sentence. So, he could either wait to die, or try to get away. Witold began plotting his escape as
soon as he arrived, shackled in chains. He volunteered to work as a lumberjack, and secretly carved signs on
the trees, pointing the way to the south, and the free world. But the best thing was that, above a desk, there
was a map of Asia. But when he made it through he turned to find six men had silently followed him. Our
immediate aim was to get out of Russia. The border was 1, miles away. One man in front, forming a trail
through the forest, two at the back sweeping over the footprints with pine branches. He never discovered much
about his comrades. They dared not trust one another. Their relationship was built on silent suspicion, not
conversation. Smith was a mysterious American who had been working as an engineer in Moscow when he
was arrested. Batko was Ukrainian, wanted for murder in his homeland, muscular and fiercely determined.
They would have to rely on one another as their struggle to survive got tougher. Growing up in the country, he
had learned which plants and fungi were edible and how to cook them, how to hunt fish and trap animals.
Once they found a deer trapped in a ravine. They feasted on it for days afterwards and used pieces of the hide
to bind up their thick felt prison boots. On the path was year-old Kristina Polansk, a terrified young Polish girl
who had fled barefoot through the forest from the Russians, who had killed her family and tried to rape her.
Her leg turned black and the skin swelled and burst, it was terrible to watch. They buried her in a shallow
trench and covered her body with stones. We got so thirsty we even sipped our own perspiration, and some
drank their urine. Every activity all day was a hunt for things to eat. There were lots of snakes, up to a metre
long â€” each of us had a walking stick, so we used them as prongs. It would continue to wriggle for hours.
Then we cut a ring around the body and peeled off the skin, rubbing sand on our hands to get a better grip.
Witold watched them deteriorate and recognised the signs of scurvy. By the time we had buried the first, the
second was almost gone. Now they were laid side by side in graves. As they moved through Tibet and the
Himalayas, they helped out on farms in return for food and shelter. But in the climb, the next man perished
â€” another of the Polish soldiers, who stood on a ledge that crumbled under him. In the final two weeks of
their march, Witold had become ill and weak, and he can remember only snatches of images. Their shoes were
still holding together, remarkably their tough prison trousers had survived, but the limping, bedraggled group
were a strange sight. A local guide took them through the mountains, along paths so narrow they had to go
sideways, to a pass that led down into the area that is now Bangladesh. Witold can recall a steep, dusty track, a
military vehicle approaching, and then men in uniform, armed with fearsome-looking knives. The Long Walk
was over. The greatest escape was complete. When he came to Britain, he enlisted with the Polish forces,
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served at D-Day and was injured by shrapnel. Back in civilian life he met and married Joyce and became a
construction worker, helping to build the M5 and M50 motorways. Then he retired to his bungalow, keeping
his memories to himself.
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"I hope The Long Walk will remain as a memorial to all those who live and die for freedom, and for all those who for
many reasons could not speak for themselves."--Slavomir Rawicz In , the author and six other fellow prisoners escaped
a Soviet labor camp in Yakutsk--a camp where enduring hunger, cold, untended wounds, untreated illnesses.

I shall not, therefore, be out of the vogue if I return to a subject with which I originally dealt in these pages on
April The period is The main reason why The Long Walk, as well as being widely read, is being widely
discussed centres on the question of its veracity. This has been called in question. None of the three other
survivors has been traced or has come forward to identify himself. Still more inexplicablyâ€”for all three
might have diedâ€”none of the British troops with whom Rawicz and his companions shared a hospital ward
for several weeks in Calcutta has had his memory jogged by the publicity which the book has attracted. The
doctors and nurses who looked after him, the officers who interrogated him or studied the reports of his
interrogation have remained silent. Both the then Director of Military Intelligence in India and his principal
subordinate in Calcutta have no recollection of an incident which might have been expected, even after
fourteen years, to leave some impression on their minds. It is only when you read it a second or a third time,
with an atlas open beside you, that strange omissions and daunting improbabilities begin to appear. Over these
gaps and obstacles the Travellers on Sunday did their best to help Rawicz. It is not possible, they pointed out,
to arrive in Tibet from Outer Mongolia without at some point crossing the main highway from Lanchow to
Urumchi; it was carrying a lot of traffic in , and the party, even if they failed to notice a somewhat primitive
caravan-cum-lorry road, must surely have noticed the telegraph Niles? Rawicz remem- bered no telegraph
poles: Yet in writing of this stage of the journey he describes in great detail the apparel of an old shepherd
whom they met; the description ends: Eric Shipton, only a few stunted trees. Polish Army records show that he
joined a transit camp in Iraq on April 10, Here Rawicz was unconscious in hospital for a month. But even if I
am wrong, Rawicz could hardly, on his own showing, have reached Iraq before July or August; and we know
that he was there on April One is regretfully forced to the conclusion that the whole of this excellent book is
moonshine. It is extremely probable that Rawicz was in prison in Russia, whence many thousands of his
compatriots, released under the terms of the Anglo- Russian alliance, were transported via Persia to the Middle
East in The story of his escape through Outer Mongolia and points south must be either wholly true or wholly
false. He could not have done half the journey and not the other half; he could not, for instance, have crossed
the Gobi in September. The answer is, I fear, that he did not do the journey at all. Is his strangely compelling
story the product of some kind of hallucination? An ordinary impostor would surely have done a little more
homework. It is noticeable that the two other Polish members of the expedition were not among its survivors;
but why, if the whole thing was a deliberate invention, were there, any survivors at all, apart from the author?
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That is what happened to Slavomir Rawicz, the main character and author of The Long Walk. The book The Long Walk
is a great example of persistence and friendships. The main themes in this memoir are persistence, courage, and
relationships.

He received private primary education and went on to study architecture in In he joined the Polish Army
Reserve and underwent the cadet officer school. In July he married Vera, his first wife. She went missing
during World War II. He was taken to Minsk , then sent to Kharkov for interrogation, then to the Lubyanka
prison in Moscow, where he was put on rigged trial. He was tortured to make him confess to being a spy
which initially was unsuccessful. He was sentenced to 25 years of hard labour in a Siberian prison camp,
ostensibly for espionage as were thousands of others. In The Long Walk, Rawicz describes how he and six
companions escaped from the camp in the middle of a blizzard in and headed south, avoiding towns. Smith";
they were later joined by a year-old Polish girl, Kristina. Four of the group died, two in the Gobi, two in the
Himalayas. According to the book, four survivors of the month trek reached British India around March and
stumbled upon a Gurkha patrol. Towards the end of the book, Mr. Smith asked Rawicz about his future.
Rawicz told Smith he would rejoin the Polish army. Once released from the hospital, the survivors went their
own ways. Some were still permanently sick from the hardships of the Long Walk. He then returned to Iraq
with Polish troops and moved on to Palestine , where he spent time recovering in a hospital and teaching in a
military school. Historical records[ edit ] Soviet records confirm that Rawicz was a Polish soldier imprisoned
in the USSR, but differ from The Long Walk in detail on the reasons for his arrest and the exact places of
imprisonment. Aside from matters concerning his health, his arrival in Palestine is verified by the records. The
story of the escape to India comes from Rawicz himself. Mayne did not provide any further details and did not
identify Rawicz as one of the men. A heart attack forced him into early retirement in He lived a quiet life with
his family, giving public talks and answering fan mail, until his death on 5 April In addition to the familiar
biographical details to , presumably supplied by author or publisher, [12] the article added: It was released in
the UK in and has sold over half a million copies worldwide and has been translated into 25 languages. Burton
brought out by Longmans and Green in their Heritage of Literature Series for schools , helped popularise the
book. The "concise" edition went out of print in the late s. Richardson , a British diplomat stationed in Lhasa.
This is confirmed by the international organisation "Memorial", the Polish Institute of National Remembrance
and the Arkhangelsk Province archives. The above information would not allow Witold Glinski to take part in
the Long Walk. Archives of the Polish Army in the West, and his death certificate confirm that Witold Glinski
was born in Victims of political terrorism in USSR; 2. Uses authors parameter link See also[ edit ] Ferdynand
Antoni Ossendowski , an author of an account of escape from Siberia during the Russian Civil War in the s.
Books Looking for Mr. Smith , book by Linda Willis, documenting her research into the story behind The
Long Walk and her findings. Random Acts of Heroic Love , a semi-biographical novel by Danny Scheinmann,
about a man who escaped a POW camp in Siberia in and spent three years walking home to his village in
Poland. There are a number of significant skeptical issues concerning this escape story.
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4: The Long Walk By Slavomir Rawicz by Jason Kyriazi on Prezi
The Long Walk, by Slavomir Rawicz, purports to be the true story of an heroic flight to freedom. He claims to have been
a Polish officer grabbed by the Russians in , imprisoned and marched to "camp " in Siberia.

Did wartime prisoners really walk from Siberia to India? In , a Polish man living in the English midlands
published an extraordinary book that became one of the classic tales of escape and endurance. They walked
thousands of miles south from Siberia, through Mongolia, Tibet, across the Himalayas, to the safety of British
India. The only question is: From the start, a ferocious controversy has raged about whether anyone really
could achieve this superhuman feat. Critics particularly questioned one chapter in the book where the walkers
apparently see a pair of yetis. But The Long Walk was a sensation. It has sold over half a million copies and
has been translated into 25 languages and is still in print. Archive trawl Contemporary reviews raved about the
story. Cyril Connolly said it was "positively Homeric". The Spectator said "the adventures it describes must be
among the most extraordinary in which human animals have ever found themselves involved". Then our first
breakthrough came from an unlikely source - an archive in Belarus, the most closed country in Europe.
Conflicting evidence There were official documents he had filled out as a young man, which tell us a lot about
his family and his background. We wondered how this could possibly fit with the story of The Long Walk.
The missing link came through documents discovered by an American researcher, Linda Willis, in Polish and
Russian archives. These are backed up by his amnesty document and a permit to travel to rejoin the Polish
Army. These papers make it almost impossible to believe that Rawicz escaped, unless there is a case of
mistaken identity. However, the name and place and date of birth all match. The documents also show that
rather than being imprisoned on trumped-up charges as he claimed, Rawicz was actually sent to the gulag for
killing an officer with the NKVD, the forerunner of the Soviet secret police, the KGB. Re-creating the journey
When I showed the evidence to Benedict Allen he was visibly taken aback. We spoke to him by satellite
phone from Mongolia. Starvation But what inspired Rawicz to write the book? Its dramatic passages tell of
extremes of exhaustion, starvation and thirst as the group of prisoners survived snowdrifts and storms and
even the pitiless Gobi Desert. No man would admit to despair. No man spoke of fear. The only thought spoken
out again and again was that there must be water soon. All our hope was in this. In Calcutta in , he interviewed
three emaciated men, who claimed to have escaped from Siberia. Mayne always believed their story was the
same as that of The Long Walk - but telling the story years later, he could not remember their names. So the
possibility remains that someone - if not Rawicz - achieved this extraordinary feat. They said in a statement:
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5: The Long Walk: The True Story of a Trek to Freedom by Slavomir Rawicz
SÅ‚awomir Rawicz was a Polish Army lieutenant who was imprisoned by the Soviets after the German-Soviet invasion
of Poland. In a ghost-written book called The Long Walk, he claimed that in he and six others had escaped from a
Siberian Gulag camp and walked over 6, km (4, mi) south, through the Gobi Desert, Tibet, and the Himalayas to finally
reach British India in the winter of

In , The Long Walk was published. Dispatched to Siberia, he and thousands of others were transported in open
cattle trucks, in sub-zero temperatures, to the end of the line at Irkutsk, where, chained together, they were
force-marched hundreds of miles to Camp - which the survivors had to build from scratch. They then walked
4, miles south, living off the land, through the Gobi desert and over the Himalayas, until they reached India
and were rescued by a Gurkha patrol. Sheer determination had overcome bitter cold, suffocating heat, thirst,
starvation and injury. It took them a year. Three of the seven died on the way. By the end of his ordeal, Slav
weighed 5 stone. He never recovered his full health, but his humane will never betrayed it. After a period in
hospital, the four dispersed, never to meet again. Slav, the son of a landowner-cum-artist, was born near Pinsk,
in western Poland now Belarus. His mother, an accomplished musician, was Russian, and he grew up to speak
the language fluently. As an adventurous boy, he roamed the glades and rivers of the Pripet marshes, fishing,
sailing, making shelters and trapping his own food, all of which helped in his later, testing years. Following
private educa-tion, from to he studied architecture and surveying in Warsaw. In summer , he married. The
young couple had 48 hours together before Slav was mobilised as Germany invaded Poland. He never saw his
wife again. Slav returned to Pinsk, where he was arrested by the advancing Soviet forces. He never saw his
parents, siblings or home country again. After India, in he was sent to Iraq, then to Palestine, where he taught
at the Polish cadet school, helping at an orphanage in his spare time. Personally recommended by Lieutenant
General Wladyslaw Anders, legendary commander of the Second Polish Corps, he came to Britain in to train
as a pilot with the Polish air force. After the war, he settled in the Nottingham area, where he worked as a
school handicraft and woodwork instructor, as a cabinet maker and in store display. In the s, he was employed
by the Nottingham building and design centre. After the centre closed, in the early s he became my technician
- I was a lecturer - on the architectural ceramics course at Trent Polytechnic now Nottingham Trent University
school of art and design. Our friendship developed across the ensuing decades, but a heart attack forced him
into early retirement in the mids. Slav had met Marjorie Needham at a dance in Marjorie, a librarian, helped
with The Long Walk, which, never out of print, has been published in more than 25 languages, including,
since , Russian and other eastern European tongues. From the royalties, Slav and Marjorie bought a ruined but
delightful historic house on a hilltop near Nottingham, which they pulled into shape over the years while
raising five children. There was never any spare money, but they managed with their Catholic faith, ingenuity
and love. Retirement was not a concept Slav entertained. Besides keeping a large garden in order for almost
half a century, each year he received hundreds of letters from people all over the world, inspired by his book,
often school children. He gave talks, emphasising his watchwords, the "precious heritage of freedom".
Marjorie died three months ago. Their two sons, three daughters, 11 grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren survive him.
6: The Long Walk (Audiobook) by Slavomir Rawicz | www.enganchecubano.com
The Long Walk: The True Story of a Trek to Free by Rawicz, Slavomir Paperback See more like this The Long Walk
Hardback Book by Slavomir Rawicz First Edition Harper Dust Ja Pre-Owned.

7: A ST Sunday The Long Walk, by Slavomir Rawicz, was discussed Â» 13 Jul Â» The Spectator Archive
The Long Walk: The True Story of a Trek to Freedom by Rawicz, Slavomir and a great selection of similar Used, New
and Collectible Books available now at www.enganchecubano.com Slavomir Rawicz - AbeBooks
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www.enganchecubano.com Passion for books.

8: Slavomir Rawicz - News - IMDb
The documents are in Rawicz's own hand and tell a far different story from the long walk. There are also additional
documents that claim that Rawicz actually killed an NKVD officer. Tim Whewell dug up information on his early life from
the former Soviet Union.

9: Obituary: Slavomir Rawicz | News | The Guardian
The Long Walk has sold more than half a million copies and been translated into 25 languages. Rawicz died in the UK in
The film rights were first bought by the actor Laurence Harvey.
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