THE LYNCHING OF BLACK AND WHITE WOMEN pdf
1: Lynching memorial shows women were victims, too
Apr 28, Â· The inclusion of black women who were lynched is an important step in the long struggle to acknowledge the
violent history of racial and gender inequality.

A memorial to victims of lynching in the U. It uses sculpture, art and design to give visitors a sense of the
terror of lynching as they walk through a memorial square with six-foot steel columns that symbolize the
victims. The names of thousands of victims are engraved on columnsâ€”one for each county in the United
States where a lynching took place. In Alabama alone, a reported total of lynchings took place between and
But women, too, were lynchedâ€”and many raped beforehand. Will this new memorial give these murdered
women their due in how the U. Lynching differed from ordinary murder or assault. It was celebrated by
members of the Ku Klux Klan as a spectacular event and drew large crowds of people who tortured victims,
burned them alive and dismembered them. It served to give dramatic warning that the ironclad system of white
supremacy was not to be challenged by word, deed or even thought. The conventional approach to teaching
the history of Jim Crow and lynching has focused almost exclusively on the black male victim. However, such
an approach often simplifies and distorts a much more complex history. Not all victims were
African-American men, and although allegations of African-American men raping white women were
common, such allegations were not the leading motive for the lynchings. This fact requires a richer, more
nuanced understanding of discrimination that is critical of racism and sexism at the same time. Martyrs such as
Laura Nelson and Mary Turner experienced racial and sexual violence at the hands of vigilante lynch mobs
because of their race and gender. Nelson allegedly shot a sheriff to protect her son. The officer had been
searching her cabin for stolen goods as part of a meat-pilfering investigation. A mob seized Nelson along with
her son, who was only 14 years old, and lynched them both. However, Nelson was first raped by several men.
The bodies of Laura and her son were hung from a bridge for hundreds of people to see. Such deaths,
however, were not incidental. They were essential to maintain white supremacy, as a form of punishment for
defying the social order. Though women represent a minority of lynching victims, their stories challenge
previous attempts to justify lynching as necessary to protect white women from black male rapists.
Understanding lynching and the motives behind it requires including the stories of African-American women
who were robbed of dignity, respect and bodily integrity by a weapon of terror. The violence against them was
used to maintain a caste system that assigned inferior roles to African-American women and men alike. This
memorial brings African-American women like Nelson and Turner to the fore as victims, and the weight of
visual evidence on display at the memorial challenges the silence surrounding their deaths. The monument
sheds light in an unprecedented and innovative way on the reasons and circumstances surrounding the death
and torture of countless victims, including women and children, who suffered at the hands of vigilante mobs.
By unearthing the soil and pinpointing the counties where such cruel and inhumane acts were committed, the
monument sends a powerful message and conveys to its audience a desire for deeper understanding.
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2: Lynching of Laura and L. D. Nelson - Wikipedia
Mary Turner (c. - 19 May ) was a young, married black woman and mother of two who was lynched by a white mob in
Lowndes County, Georgia, for having protested the lynching death of her husband Hazel "Hayes" Turner the day before
in Brooks County.

And until recently, historians widely agreed on this point: Emmett Till did what Bryant accused him of and, in
doing so, violated a social more of the Jim Crow South, unjust as those mores were and appalling as his
punishment remains. In other words, they believed Bryant. Now in her 80s, Bryant has changed the story she
told under oath. Carolyn Bryant, whose accusation served as justification for the lynching of Emmett Till.
Some speculate that Bryant â€” who now goes by Carolyn Donham â€” could face charges. If she does face
legal consequences, it will diverge from the norm in instances like this, in which a white woman turns her
social power into a lethal weapon directed at black and brown people. These white women know their
accusations have power, are readily believed and face few consequences for words that can and do end lives.
A quick rundown of just a few of the white women who have made the news recently for calling the police on
black people going about their business reveals that pattern. To be sure, white women are not the only threat to
black people going about their business. After all, in it was a white man who called the Beavercreek, Ohio,
police and told them someone was walking around inside a Walmart pointing a rifle at customers, including
children. The man, Ronald Ritchie, had lied on that call. When police arrived and encountered John Crawford
III, a black man who was holding a BB gun he intended to buy; police shot and killed him. The cops who shot
Crawford were never indicted. Regardless of gender, white people are more likely to see such resources as the
emergency apparatus, campus police or store managers as at their disposal. And our society is geared to
believe the stories that white people tell , especially white women. When Carolyn Bryant pointed her finger at
Emmett Till and falsely accused him of approaching her with sexual bravado, she did so within a structure that
was geared to believe her story over his. She brought the full force of the white supremacist power structure
down on him. Her false accusation ended his life as surely as if she had tied that pound cotton gin fan around
his neck. As white women, our stories float in on a cloud of false assumptions about white innocence and
inherent feminine goodness. The result is that our stories are more likely than most to be believed. Given the
white supremacist constellation of those holding power at the DOJ and the White House, it is a good idea to
exercise extreme caution before giving in to jubilation at the thought of justice for Emmett Till. Forgiveness is
earned by telling the truth and reckoning with the harm caused. That requires letting go of the myth of white
innocence. It is the innocence which constitutes the crime.
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3: A Powerful Memorial to the Men and Women Victims of Lynching Opens in Alabama | Black Agenda Rep
Apr 26, Â· The trope of the hypersexual and lascivious black male, especially vis-a-vis the inviolable chastity of white
women, was and remains one of the most durable tropes of white supremacy.

I cannot find ONE verifiable newspaper account of such an event. There were voting "irregularities" mainly in
Mississippi and Texas. There was without question a determined effort in the South among White people to
have the Black race live separately. Nor was it an act of racism. One distinct people living separate from
another distinct people was not just the norm in American history up until but human history as well. When a
White person was attacked rape or murder and the perpetrator was Black, this was seen as an attack on "the
group" and White people responded more often than not with uncharacteristic ferocity. Blacks were rarely
ever assaulted rape or murder by a White person in the South. These were the times in which they lived. The
vast number of attacks by Blacks on innocent southern White people, including rape, in this type of
atmosphere, boggles my mind. Again, the lynching of Blacks in the South was not about racism. I believe
lynching died out for two main reasons: White people lynched 3, Negroes between and Second, there is no
way of knowing precisely how many of the lynched Blacks were lynched by fellow Blacks. No question about
it though, White males were ready to lynch a Black male or even a black female for any murder, rape or sexual
assault of any kind perpetrated against a White person. Those were the times in which they lived. Blacks were
fully aware what crimes could provoke a lynching. The lynching figure for Blacks would be much, much,
much higher, if not for White law enforcement protecting them from raging mobs. Here are a few examples of
black behavior in the early s toward white people. A fight ensued and the black male pulled a concealed gun
and gunned down the young white male. Black Supremacist organization advocated violence against white
people. One white male was murdered. Then, when he has answered that, I want to see him burned. Two
Negro employees invaded the home of their [white] employer, beat him senseless with an ax, gang raped his
wife Negro then guns him down. The negro finally grabbed her and wrestled her to the ground. As the negro
started to tear her clothes off White males quickly came to her rescue. Two negro brothers went after a young
white male who , their sister claimed, "insulted her". When they found the young white male Or would you
like to read more than a thousand other incidents? LINK In America between and there were three recognized
legitimate sources for lynching data:: When you see a reason cited for the lynching on any link, remember
this:: When a Black man was found dangling lynched by White people, there was obviously no information
available to accurately establish a reason for the lynching. Well, he could easily manufacture a reason. There
was no law against this practice. Also, citing a fictitious reason like "quarreling" has another intended and
insidious purpose:: A white male rushed home to get his camera to snap this pic before authorities could
remove the body. The tell-tale sign Negroes lynched him is that there is no identity given for the Negro In this
postcard we have four young black males clearly lynched. The reason for making the false claim was likely to
intimidate would-be Negro rapists from attacking white females. These blacks were actually hung in Kentucky
by fellow blacks in ? Could be white male vigilantes hung these four possible names: The four were
implicated in the murder of a white male The Negro rapist was a constant menace to the Americans and
Negroes. This tells us that this Negro was most likely a rapist and the Negro shooters were deliberately
shooting at his groin. Pic is circa Note how this unknown Negro is hung by two chains pieced together. One
can only imagine how long this Negro had to wait while his [black] lynchers tried to figure out a way to fasten
the two chains together. Richards he wondered into a Union army camp not far from her plantation. Richards,
owned a large - and very profitable - Louisiana sugar plantation and had a stable of Negro slaves. But no
evidence exists to substantiate this "story. Highly unlikely this Negro would flee the slavery of one place a
plantation and volunteer for de facto slavery in another US Army. And one finale observation. Perhaps thru an
accident some hot grease or water spilled on him when he was a young lad.
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4: Mary Turner - Wikipedia
The sentiment that black men rape white women more often than white men do is the idea that black men were innately
driven to rape white women was often used to justify the lynching of black men.

She had an older sister Pearl, and two younger brothers, named Perry and Otha. Sources differ on the exact
year of her birth. Most newspaper accounts covering the lynching in do not mention her age at all. In general,
historians prior to the s did not make a reference to her age when they wrote about her. In , an article by Julie
Buckner Armstrong put her age at 19, but a later historian notes that she did not cite the source of the
information. The Mary Turner Project originally put her age at 21 at her death, implying a birth year of circa
A historian has noted the link between the erecting of the marker in and the subsequent widespread use of 21
as her age at her death in modern newspaper accounts. The same historian has contacted Mary Patrick George,
the former director of the Mary Turner Project, and discovered that 21 was used before the family of Mary
Turner contacted the project and supplied the more accurate birth year of George also stated that the project
has just not gotten around to correcting the information on the Mary Turner Project website. The most current
research by a historian into her early life puts her birth at circa , possibly December His birth year varies in
records between and The identity of his father is currently unknown. He was sometimes referred to by family
members as Ocie Lee. Mary Hattie Graham also gave birth to a daughter named Leaster. The identity of her
father is also unknown. He had been previously married. It is unknown if he had any children from his
previous marriage. He was known among black workers for being an abusive boss, making it difficult for him
to recruit farm labor. Smith resolved the labor shortage as did many planters through using convict labor ; he
would pay the fees that black men were assessed for infractions and lease their labor for a period of time,
paying the local jurisdiction the fees. He was responsible for food and board of such workers. Johnson endured
several beatings at the hands of Smith, including a severe one after refusing to work while sick. Turner was
convicted by an all-white jury and sentenced to a chain gang. Johnson shot Smith and his wife through a
window in their house, killing Smith and wounding his wife. He fled the scene, hiding successfully in
Valdosta, Georgia for several days. A large manhunt was conducted by a white mob, mostly in Brooks
County. Lynching[ edit ] During the manhunt, whites killed at least 13 black people during the next two
weeks. White , an investigator for the NAACP , was told by mob participants that the bodies of the men were
riddled with more than bullets. He was arrested on the morning of Saturday, May 18, and placed in the jail in
Valdosta , the county seat of Lowndes County. Later in the day, County Sheriff Wade and a clerk of court took
him out, ostensibly to move him to Quitman , the county seat of Brooks County. His body was left hanging
from the tree over the weekend and not cut down until Monday. It was not clear if they were new or old
victims. The mob turned against her, determined to "teach her a lesson". White of the NAACP, Mary Turner
was tied and hung upside down by the ankles, her clothes soaked with gasoline, and burned from her body.
Her belly was slit open with a knife like those used "in splitting hogs. He was found to have been lynched,
although he had no known connection to Smith. He was thrown into the Little River in Brooks County to
drown near Barney; turpentine cups were tied to his hands and legs to weigh him down. His family was driven
out of the house, and the interior was destroyed. On June 25, , Schuman was removed from Brooks County
Jail to an unknown location to avoid being lynched. Schuman survived the ordeal and moved to Albany,
Georgia shortly afterward. When he appealed to another black man for food, that man notified the police.
Chief Calvin Dampier took officers armed with high-powered rifles to the house among them were his brother
, where they engaged in a shootout with Johnson, known to be armed with a shotgun and pistol. After the
shooting stopped, the police finally entered the house, finding Johnson dead. He had wounded the two
Dampier brothers and Dixon Smith. A mob had gathered and, deprived of the chance to lynch Johnson,
mutilated his body, and dragged it behind a car in a procession down Patterson Street and out to Morven. In ,
he was put on trial in Savannah, Georgia , instead of Brooks County, Georgia for safety reasons, on charges of
murdering Hampton Smith and assaulting his wife. Shortly before the trial began, a group of men took an
African American prisoner from the Hamilton County Jail in Jasper, Florida claiming that they had the legal
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authority to do so. The man was later found dead in the Withlacoochee River west of Valdosta bound and with
a gunshot wound to the head. A newspaper account reported the incident as being yet another death related to
the Hampton Smith case. Wright was found guilty in two separate trials. His defense attorneys argued that the
whole thing was a case of mistaken identity and that the real "Shorty" Ford had been taken from a jail and
drowned. Wright went to his death claiming he was innocent. In , Congressman Leonidas C. House of
Representatives, which passed it overwhelmingly. However, the white Democratic block of the Solid South in
the Senate filibustered and prevented the bill from coming to a vote in , and once more in Denial[ edit ] By
the late s, the Turner lynchings had attracted the renewed attention of historians. The directors at the time
denied having any knowledge of the lynchings and claimed that the counties never had any lynchings. Later
directors were more helpful in investigating their holdings for material about the lynchings. It is "a diverse,
grassroots volunteer collective of students, educators, and local community members who are committed to
racial justice and racial healing. They helped gain support for a state historical marker to be installed that
memorializes Mary Turner and these events. On 15 May , a historical marker memorializing "Mary Turner
and the Lynching Rampage" was placed near the lynching site in Lowndes County and dedicated. The plaque
includes a description of the associated murders of black people by white mobs in , especially the lynchings of
the Turners. Jonathan Grant wrote the novel Brambleman about these events.
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5: The Dark (and Overlooked) History of Black Women Lynched in the U.S. | Opinion
Though women represent a minority of lynching victims, their stories challenge previous attempts to justify lynching as
necessary to protect white women from black male rapists.

The popular image of an angry white mob stringing a black man up to a tree is only half the story. Lynching,
an act of terror meant to spread fear among blacks, served the broad social purpose of maintaining white
supremacy in the economic, social and political spheres. Library of Congress Pervasive Threat Author Richard
Wright, who was born near Natchez in southwest Mississippi, knew of two men who were lynched -- his
step-uncle and the brother of a neighborhood friend. Indeed, the white brutality that I had not seen was a more
effective control of my behavior than that which I knew. Many whites -- landowners and poor whites -- felt
threatened by this rise in black prominence. Foremost on their minds was a fear of sex between the races.
Some whites espoused the idea that black men were sexual predators and wanted integration in order to be
with white women. Public Events Lynchings were frequently committed with the most flagrant public display.
Like executions by guillotine in medieval times, lynchings were often advertised in newspapers and drew
large crowds of white families. They were a kind of vigilantism where Southern white men saw themselves as
protectors of their way of life and their white women. By the early 20th century, the writer Mark Twain had a
name for it: Headlines and Grisly Souvenirs Lynchings were covered in local newspapers with headlines
spelling out the horrific details. Photos of victims, with exultant white observers posed next to them, were
taken for distribution in newspapers or on postcards. Body parts, including genitalia, were sometimes
distributed to spectators or put on public display. Most infractions were for petty crimes, like theft, but the
biggest one of all was looking at or associating with white women. Many victims were black businessmen or
black men who refused to back down from a fight. Headlines such as the following were not uncommon:
Newspapers even printed that prominent white citizens in local towns attended lynchings, and often published
victory pictures -- smiling crowds, many with children in tow -- standing next to the corpse. Thousands of
Victims In the South, an estimated two or three blacks were lynched each week in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. In Mississippi alone, blacks were lynched from the s to Nationwide, the figure climbed to nearly 5,
Killed for Being "Insolent" Although rape is often cited as a rationale, statistics now show that only about
one-fourth of lynchings from to were prompted by an accusation of rape. In fact, most victims of lynching
were political activists, labor organizers or black men and women who violated white expectations of black
deference, and were deemed "uppity" or "insolent. Wells, who launched a fierce anti-lynching campaign in the
s, the lynching of successful black people was a means of subordinating potential black economic competitors.
She also argued that consensual sex between black men and white women, while forbidden, was widespread.
Wells, who would later help found the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, was
forced to flee Memphis after her offices were torched. Total Repression With lynching as a violent backdrop
in the South, Jim Crow as the law of the land, and the poverty of the sharecropper system, blacks had no
recourse. This triage of repression ensured blacks would remain impoverished, endangered, and without rights
or hope. Whites could accuse at will and rarely was a white punished for a crime committed against a black.
Even for those whites who were opposed to lynching, there was not much they could do. If there was an
investigation, white citizens closed ranks to protect their own and rarely were mob leaders identified. Armed
with hope, blacks began to register and organize people to vote. Learn More Related Features.
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6: The Negro Holocaust: Lynching and Race Riots in the United States,
Lynchings were becoming a popular way of resolving some of the anger that whites had in relation to the free blacks.
From , 4, lynchings occurred in the United States. Of these people that were lynched 3, were black. The blacks lynched
accounted for % of the people lynched.

Lynching of Jesse Washington in Waco, Texas , May 16, Lynching was a terrifying and relatively uncommon
spectacle. Historian Amy Louise Wood writes: Compared to other forms of terror and intimidation that
African-Americans were subject to under Jim Crow , lynching was an infrequent and extraordinary
occurrence. Black men and women were much more likely to become victims of personal assault, murder, or
rape than lynching Despite, or even because of, its relative rarity, lynching held a singular psychological force,
generating a level of fear and horror that overwhelmed all other forms of violence. The whole community
might attend; newspapers sometimes publicized them in advance, and special trains brought in more distant
community members. The political messageâ€”the promotion of white supremacy and black
powerlessnessâ€”was an important element of the ritual, so that even the quieter lynchings might be
photographed and the images published as postcards. Women were usually lynched as accomplices of men
who were being lynched; of 97 incidents examined by historian Kerry Segrave, 36 were of women lynched
alone. History of Oklahoma Oklahoma within the US Oklahoma Territory was said in by the governor of
Oklahoma to be "about 85 per cent white, 10 per cent colored and 5 per cent Indians". It was awarded
statehood in , with a constitution that enshrined racial segregation Jim Crow laws. Until segregation in , most
victims were white cattle rustlers or highwaymen. In all, 77 victims were white, 50 black, 14 American
Indians, five unknown, and one Chinese. The Nelsons were taken to the county jail, then located at West
Broadway. It is not known what became of Carrie. She may have been the baby one witness said survived the
lynching. Loney was about 35 years old when he died, had lived in Paden for several years, and was held in
the highest respect, according to The Okemah Ledger. Described by the newspaper as a fearless man, he was
known for having helped to stop the practice of bootlegging in Paden, on behalf of supporters of the local
temperance movement. He became a state enforcement officer after that, then deputy sheriff. He was buried in
Lincoln County near Paden on May 4, The Ledger wrote that every office in the courthouse was closed for an
hour during his funeral. The Independent reported that, as Martin reached for the gun, Laura Nelson said:
According to the Independent, Laura grabbed another gun, a Winchester rifle hidden behind a trunk. He
walked outside and died a few minutes later. Austin had then taken hold of the rifle and tried to shoot Littrell,
the newspaper said. During the ensuing gunfight, Loney had taken shelter behind a wagon. No one realized he
had been hit until he asked for water; according to the newspaper, Laura responded: The Ledger described his
death as "one of the most cold blooded murders that has occurred in Okfuskee county". The Independent
reported that they had made no effort to escape and were brought to the county jail on the night train. He said
Laura had been trying to take the rifle away from her son when it was fired. Nelson were charged with murder
and held without bail. She had reportedly tried to grab his gun when he opened the cell door, and when that
failed she tried to throw herself out of a window. Payne "choked the woman loose", according to the
newspaper, and after a struggle returned her to her cell. Payne, the jailer, said he had left it unlocked to let in a
detective from McAlester, who was looking for an escaped prisoner. He was unable to identify them. Sheriff
Dunnegan sent out a search party to no avail. It was thought that the men had intended to hang Laura out of
the window, but that they had been deterred by an electric light burning nearby. The only marks on either body
were that made by the ropes upon the necks. Gently swaying in the wind, the ghastly spectacle was discovered
this morning by a negro boy taking his cow to water. Hundreds of people from Okemah and the western part
of the county went to view the scene. A woman taken from her suckling babe, and a boyâ€”a child only
fourteen years oldâ€”dragged through the streets by a howling mob of fiendish devils, the most unnameable
crime committed on the helpless woman and then she and her son executed by hanging. William Bittle and
Gilbert Geis wrote in that Laura had been caring for a baby while in jail, and had the child with her when she
was taken from her cell. They quoted a woman who had seen either the lynching or its aftermath, and who said
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that Laura had placed the baby on the ground: One of my neighbors was there, and she picked the baby up and
brought it to town, and we took care of it. In May , in an effort to stop the practice, the federal government
amended the United States Postal Laws and Regulations to prevent "matter of a character tending to incite
arson, murder or assassination" from being sent through the mail. The cards continued to sell, although not
openly, and were sent instead in envelopes. The photograph is stamped "copyrightg. Someone wrote on the
back of one card, of the lynching of Jesse Washington in Waco, Texas: One black journal lamented: Such a
crime is simply Hell on Earth. No excuse can be set forth to justify the act. In a reply to Villard dated June 9, ,
Cruce called the lynching an "outrage", but he defended the laws of Oklahoma as "adequate" and its juries
"competent", and said the administration of justice in the state proceeded with little cause for criticism,
"except in cases of extreme passion, which no law and no civilization can control". There is a race prejudice
that exists between the white and Negro races wherever the Negroes are found in large numbers. Just this
week the announcement comes as a shock to the people of Oklahoma that the Secretary of the Interior There is
no race of people on earth that has more antipathy for the Negro race than the Indian race, and yet these
people, numbering many of the best citizens of this State and nation, are to be humbled and their prejudices
and passions are to be increased by having this outrage imposed upon them If your organization would interest
itself to the extent of seeing that such outrages as this are not perpetrated against our people, there would be
fewer lynchings in the South than at this time Klein published that Charley had been part of the lynching mob,
but without referring to the interview. It was pretty bad back there in them days The niggers was pretty bad
over there in Boley, you know Charley and them, they throwed this nigger and his mother in jail, both of them,
the boy and the woman. And that night, why they stuck out and hung [laughter], they hung them niggers that
killed that sheriff I just kind of laughed [laughter]. The songs refer to a woman and two sons hanging.
Lynching Photography in America It was Laura Nelson hanging from a bridge, caught so pitiful and tattered
and beyond retrievingâ€”like a paper kite sagged on a utility wire. They positioned and lit the corpses as if
they were game birds, he wrote, and the postcards became an important part of the act, emphasizing its
political nature. Julia Hotton, a black museum curator in New York, said that, with older blacks especially:
Leightweis-Gof offered this as an example of " the Gaze ":
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7: Duluth lynching brings white man and black woman together 98 years later | MPR News
The Anti-Lynching Crusaders The Lynching of Women. The Anti-Lynching Crusaders are a band of women organized to
stop lynching. Their slogan is: "A Million Women United to Stop Lynching." They are trying to raise at least one dollar
from every woman united with them and to finish this work on or before January 1st

Messenger A memorial to victims of lynching in the U. The National Memorial for Peace and Justice is a
six-acre site that overlooks Montgomery, the state capital. It uses sculpture, art and design to give visitors a
sense of the terror of lynching as they walk through a memorial square with six-foot steel columns that
symbolize the victims. The names of thousands of victims are engraved on columns â€” one for each county in
the United States where a lynching took place. In Alabama alone, a reported total of lynchings took place
between and But women, too, were lynched â€” and many raped beforehand. Between and , close to women
were murdered by lynch mobs in the American South, according to historian Crystal Feimster. Will this new
memorial give these murdered women their due in how the U. Enforcing white supremacy through terror In a
recent report, Lynching in America , researchers documented 4, lynchings of African-Americans that were
committed by southern whites in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia between and Lynching differed from ordinary
murder or assault. It was celebrated by members of the Ku Klux Klan as a spectacular event and drew large
crowds of people who tortured victims, burned them alive and dismembered them. Lynching was a form of
domestic terrorism that inflicted harm onto individuals and upon an entire race of people, with the purpose of
instilling fear. It served to give dramatic warning that the ironclad system of white supremacy was not to be
challenged by word, deed or even thought. The conventional approach to teaching the history of Jim Crow and
lynching has focused almost exclusively on the black male victim. However, such an approach often
simplifies and distorts a much more complex history. Not all victims were African-American men, and
although allegations of African-American men raping white women were common, such allegations were not
the leading motive for the lynchings. We know from the pioneering work of anti-lynching crusader Ida B.
Wells-Barnett that African-American men, women and children were lynched for a range of alleged crimes
and social infractions. This fact requires a richer, more nuanced understanding of discrimination that is critical
of racism and sexism at the same time. Martyrs such as Laura Nelson and Mary Turner experienced racial and
sexual violence at the hands of vigilante lynch mobs because of their race and gender. Nelson allegedly shot a
sheriff to protect her son. The officer had been searching her cabin for stolen goods as part of a meat-pilfering
investigation. A mob seized Nelson along with her son, who was only 14 years old, and lynched them both.
However, Nelson was first raped by several men. The bodies of Laura and her son were hung from a bridge
for hundreds of people to see. Seven years later, in May , Mary Turner was eight months pregnant when a mob
of several hundred men and women murdered her in Valdosta, Georgia. Her death has since been recognized
by local residents, students and faculty at Valdosta State University , first with a public ceremony that placed a
cross at the lynching site and second with a historical marker in Such deaths, however, were not incidental.
They were essential to maintain white supremacy, as a form of punishment for defying the social order.
Though women represent a minority of lynching victims, their stories challenge previous attempts to justify
lynching as necessary to protect white women from black male rapists. Understanding lynching and the
motives behind it requires including the stories of African-American women who were robbed of dignity,
respect and bodily integrity by a weapon of terror. The violence against them was used to maintain a caste
system that assigned inferior roles to African-American women and men alike. This memorial brings
African-American women like Nelson and Turner to the fore as victims, and the weight of visual evidence on
display at the memorial challenges the silence surrounding their deaths. The Equal Justice Initiative assists
scholars, teachers and ordinary people in recognizing the roots of the civil rights movement that began long
before the years The monument sheds light in an unprecedented and innovative way on the reasons and
circumstances surrounding the death and torture of countless victims, including women and children, who
suffered at the hands of vigilante mobs. By unearthing the soil and pinpointing the counties where such cruel
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and inhumane acts were committed, the monument sends a powerful message and conveys to its audience a
desire for deeper understanding.
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8: Lynching in America | American Experience | Official Site | PBS
For years the U.S. government allowed racist white lynch mobs to murder Black men, women and children for practically
nothing. The lynchings were so absurd one could argue that Black people's.

Some have called the murder and dismemberment of two African-American men over a gun sale gone wrong a
"modern lynching. When people talk about modern lynchings, R. Kelly and Bill Cosby are not legitimate
examples. Ramon Smith and Jarron Moreland, both 21, are two men who were lynched in On April 18, police
found the dismembered bodies of the young men in a pond outside of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Three white
men and one white woman have been arrested for the crime. Their mother, Crystal Rachelle Boettler, 40, has
also been charged with accessory after the fact. The sale was arranged through Craigslist and the two parties
agreed to meet in a nearby grocery store parking lot. Garcia-Boettler told police that Moreland got out of a
sedan and into the back seat of his van. So one of them fired four rounds. Sounds implausible that you would
instantly and shoot and kill two people because of the sound of a gun being racked. Cleveland County District
Attorney Greg Mashburn said his office looked into the possibility of this being a hate crime and he said the
investigation showed the victims were attempting to rob the suspects when the shooting occurred, therefore it
was determined that the motive was not race related. But I think the reason people may be labeling it as such is
the brutality of the killings, and how that is reminiscent of the lynching era. Unlike the murders of Smith and
Moreland, which were committed inside a parked van unseen by eyewitnesses, historical lynchings were
communal events that invariably took place in public, he said: A lynching, historically, had the tacit approval,
or the approval, of members of the community, and oftentimes that tacit support could be visibly seen in the
form of sometimes dozens, hundreds, even thousands of people being present at the lynching. This, in no way,
shape or form or fashion, is a killing that had the support or tacit support of members of the community. This
literally appears to be a modern day lynching. These 2 men, and 1 other, abducted 2 young Black men from a
grocery store parking lot in Moore, Oklahoma. Johnson tweeted a similar take on 1 May: This is Ramon Smith
and Jarron Moreland. They were lynched last week. Lynched in the year You have not seen this make
headlines. That needs to change. The implication that it should have been seems to follow from the judgment
that the crime was a racially-motivated lynching as opposed to a mere homicide. Despite vague similarities
between the Oklahoma incident and historical lynchings, the comparison strays from the generally accepted
definition of the term. The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines it thus, for example: Based on the information
shared by police thus far, it is not a given that the incident fits into either category. Confronting the Legacy of
Racial Terror.
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Between and , black-on-black lynchings were recorded in 10 southern states, as were four cases of whites being killed
by black mobs. There were recorded cases of women lynched between and ; 90 were black, 19 white, and six Hispanic
or uncertain.

Its cover image was ordinary: The articles seemed standard, too, with pieces about young doctors, a new
production of Shakespeare, and baseball. But then, at the end, readers were taken aback by something entirely
gruesome: Nothing was censored â€” and that was the point. The images were part of a campaign that
appropriated and subverted racist imagery for progressive purposes. The victim in those nightmarish images
was Jesse Washington, a black year-old accused of murdering Lucy Fryer, the white woman for whom he
worked, in Waco, Texas, on May 8, Fryer had been bludgeoned to death with a hammer, and Washington was
found covered in blood. Arrested on the spot, Washington confessed under duress: That confession was the
centerpiece of his trial one week later, on May It took the jury all of three minutes to reach their verdict:
Within seconds, Washington was seized and pulled into the street, where he was beaten, stabbed, dragged, and
chained. The crowd swelled into the thousands, and all were rapt as Washington was hanged from a tree and
burned alive, a throng of white spectators guffawing and gawking, straining their necks to get a better look and
giving up their spots for one man only, a photographer named Fred Gildersleeve. None of this was unusual.
Lynching had been a largely tolerated part of American culture since , when a mixed-race man named Francis
McIntosh was burned alive for allegedly obstructing a police investigation. In the ensuing years, thousands of
people were murdered in a similar fashion. Black men were the most frequent targets â€” an estimated 2, were
lynched between and , and Washington was the 31st victim of â€” but Mexicans, Jews, Native Americans,
black women, and white progressives were sometimes targeted as well, threatening as they were to Christian
white supremacy. Within the lynching culture was a subculture of sorts, one that reveled in trading postcards
of the crimes the way kids today might trade baseball cards. But little did Gildersleeve know that his images
would be used to flip the script, wielded in the fight for justice by the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. Lynching postcards were a popularâ€”and profitableâ€”side business for
photographers. Nash, however, pleaded, and Freeman, a fierce believer in equality, agreed to take a look.
Despite her misgivings, Freeman was a natural investigator. Many refused to cooperate, lest they bring their
town negative press, but Freeman used her wit and wile to get the truth, even from the mayor, disarming with
this line, delivered with an English accent: It was a macabre jackpot. Fifty-three years before the Washington
lynching, Americans had seen images of the lashed back of an escaped slave named Gordon, which made the
violence of slavery undeniable. The supplement in The Crisis was equally powerful. Sure, people had heard
about lynching, but few Americans had seen it. By using a reprehensible and unjustifiable piece of racist
memorabilia against its creators, the NAACP woke the nation to an ugly reality, energizing the anti-lynching
movement. James Byrd was chained to a car and dragged to death in the streets of Jasper, Texas, in In , to cite
one example, a Florida man hung black dummies from a tree in his front yard, right next to Trump campaign
signs. When asked about it, he claimed it was a Halloween display. Our team and the Timeline community are
scouring archives for the most visually arresting and socially important stories, and using them to explain how
we got to now. To help us tell more stories, please consider becoming a Timeline member.
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