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1: Bible Story: The Son Who Left and Returned Home

A certain man (&¥4,1%1,1+1%0i€1¢ 1,, a man) had two sons. The man represents God; the two sons symbolize two classes
of Jews - the Pharisees, with their followers and imitators; and the lawless and sinful, who made no pretence of religion.

This parable teaches and reminds us what true obedience is, and what it means to do the will of God. In this
parable see Bible verses above, A father has two sons. He asks them both to go out and work in the vineyard.
Who said all the right things? Who actually got the job done? Who ultimately pleased his father? On paper,
they looked just perfect. Tax collectorsin those days were known for ripping people off, cheating, stealing and
for being very dishonest. Tax collectors and prostitutes committed open sins against God and against others.
But many of them, after hearing the message God had sent, repented, turned to God and started living lives
that were obedient and pleasing to God. One such example that comes to mind is Zaccheus. Just like the
ultimately obedient son in the parable, they started out saying no to God, but they later repented and did what
they knew they were supposed to do & living lives that were pleasing to God. While what the ultimately
obedient son did was much better than what the ultimately disobedient son did, neither situation was ideal.
This kind of son will no doubt bring immense joy to his father. How many times have we gone to church on
Sunday, singing all these worship and praise songs with such beautiful and heartfelt words of worship and
adoration? But are we worshiping God with our lives on Monday through Saturday? For those that have heard
God speak to you about something, have you obeyed? Time is flying by and you are till thinking about it.
Yes, you plan on doing it, but somehow time keeps passing by, and you still have not obeyed. Is it enough to
agree that what God told you to do is agood idea? Even if you have never heard God speak to you concerning
something very specific like in this parable, what about the things you do know, beyond a doubt, that God
wants us al to do? How do we treat others &” Christians and Non Christians alike? Are we being kind and
considerate to others? Are we allowing the love of money and the love of the world to control us and
determine what we do and who we are? Do we make empty promises to God and to others? Are we putting
God first in all that we do? Are we being obedient to our Heavenly Father as we go through the journey of
life? Are we acting like God is indeed Our God &” whether we are among other Christians or not? And What
kind of Christian do we want to be? Our words &” no matter how impressive they are, no matter how
convincing they sound, no matter how much we mean them when we say them&g} without being backed by
actions, are worth nothing. Our words without actions are useless. These following Bible verses also reinforce
this important lesson: For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently
at his natural face in amirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But
the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a
doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. Thank you for teaching us, again and again, how to live alife
that is pleasing to you. We pray that you continue to reveal yourself to us. Help us to honor you not only with
our words but also in our deeds. We pray that we will serve you, honor you, glorify you, and show you respect
by doing what we know pleases you. We pray that our lives will reflect who you are. We pray that our lives
will glorify you and continually attract and lead others to you. We pray that we will be children that you can
count on. Help us remember that in obeying you, we really are doing ourselves a favor & because you will
bless those who obey you. Thank you Lord, for being so patient with us, for forgiving us, for giving us chance
after chance after chance. We pray Lord, that we will never take your sweet grace for granted. We pray that
our lives will be a sweet smelling aroma to you. Thanks for reading, Dear Friends &” Have a wonderfully
blessed, stress-free, productive, and joyful day!
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2: The Parables Of Jesus - The Two Sons (Mt)

With this in mind, he sought advice from a friend who was himself the father of two sons. "I am looking for wise counsel
to give to my son as he embarks on his professional journey through life," the man said to his friend.

In context, Jesus tells this parable to the religious leaders in order to show them their disobedience to God.
The religious leaders ask Jesus, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority? He asks, "Did the baptism of John the Baptist come from heaven, or was it of human origin?
Miraculous Physical Healing Explains Salvation: For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did
not change your minds and believe him. Even now the ax islying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. | baptize you with water for repentance, but
one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. When someone repents, it is as if they were walking in one direction and then
turn around to go in the opposite direction. In the context of these passages, repentance is going from the path
of sin to returning to the path of righteousness. Of these two different paths, Jesus says, "Enter through the
narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it.
For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it. For you tithe mint,
dill, and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: Those who repented stopped their
sinning and began living righteously. For more information on this subject, read about the Meaning of
Repentance and Salvation. Meaning of the Parable of the Two Sons When Jesus tells this parable of the two
sons, and makes this statement about the religious leaders not believing John, he is saying that those who were
tax collectors and prostitutes believed John and repented. They stopped sinning, which means the tax
collectors stopped abusing the tax system to steal money and the prostitutes stopped being prostitutes. These
people are therefore entering the kingdom of God ahead of the religious leaders, because they did not believe
John and did not repent. Jesus is calling the religious leaders sinners, saying that they did not stop sinning like
the tax collectors and prostitutes did. In Matthew 23, Jesus specifically tells the religious leaders what their
sins are, saying they do not practice what they teach calling them hypocrites and listing several examples of
their sins. The religious leaders are the son who says "l go, sir" but then does not obey the father. Jesus is
telling them that having the intentions to obey God is not enough for salvation. Obedience is what matters, not
intentions. It is only those who actually obey God who are doing the will of their father.
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3: Parable of the Two Sons

Answer: The Parable of the Two Sons can be found in Matthew The basic story is of a man with two sons who told them
to go work in the vineyard. The first.

Now most all bible scholars will tell you that you should never push the symbolism or storyline of a parable
too far, and that the main thrust of the message is more important that al of the little details one can try to pull
from it &€” and thisistrue. And while thisisafairly smple story as far as the amount of details we have, there
is dtill alot that can be missed simply because we are of a different cultural background than the original
hearers. Lately, we have been learning more and more about the cultural surroundings of the first century
writings, especially the Hebrew mindset behind them. This same Hebrew understanding needs to be applied to
the parables, like this one. There would be points and details that they would have immediately grasped and
story gaps that they would have filled in simply because of their background and understanding. So, this
morning | would like to dig into this story a bit, and examine this story in light of some of the cultural
surroundings and understandings that may escape us, and to fill in some pieces that we may miss. Many
people typical think this is a nice story about forgiveness, and leave it at that. And while this is somewhat a
true analogy, there is so much more that never gets considered. | think the most common application of this
parable in the modern church, is to see it as applicable to any repentant sinner coming to God, and the
forgiveness he brings. In the latter part of this message | will explain why | believe this understanding of the
intent of the original parable is afalse one. For most people | believe, when they think of this story they think
of it as mainly a story dealing with the one rebellious son. However, there are actually two stories that need
focused on. And honestly, the second one is probably more of the focal point of the story for the audience heis
speaking to. | will mention though, that this parable isthe last part of a series of three parables that Y eshua has
told right in a row in this section. Some commentators have even shown how all three are interconnected to
maintain a main single thread throughout, but | am not able going to take that route today. Instead, | wish to
focus on just the third story, but first, | would like to read the opening remarks that start the three story
segment. Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharisees and the
scribes grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them. It is because Yeshua has been
hanging out with tax collectors and sinner that the Pharisees were grumbling. And due to their grumbling, he
spoke to them the three parables. Now, let us jump to the third one about the father and his two sons. The story
has been read to you this morning, so | will not repeat it now, but will be breaking it down in sections as we
go. And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. However, there are a few things that we may miss here
by not understanding the cultural significance of the request. First off, he is not actually asking for his
inheritance. The son would become the leader and assumes the care and power over what was left to him. In
our day and age, for most of us at least, an inheritance is a chunk of money or goods that we possess. The son
could turn around, close shop and cash it al in, but that rarely happened. To that culture, the land, the
business, and the family were all tied to the place they were established, and the sons took over to continue
enlarging upon what was previously established. The Greek word for inheritance is kleronomia, and it is used
elsawhere, like the parable of the vineyard in Matt. So he sent his son to the tenants. Come, let us kill him and
have his inheritance. But in our story, that word is not used. In our story, the son is not asking for a piece of
the family business. He did not want to assume any responsibility or authority, he simply wanted to cash out
and leave on his own. In the normal course of events, when the father died, the two sons would own it al and
continue expanding upon it, but in this case, he had no desire to continue with the family at all. In our verse,
he uses the word ousia, meaning the son is asking for the possessions or wealth that is his portion. In doing
this, he is asking to cash out of the whole family. He wants to take what is his and leave, leaving his position
in the family, and al future connections and benefits of it. He wants to break all ties and relations and go his
own way. On top of that, what he is asking for something that is not even a consideration that is due to him
until his father passes away. Culturally, to ask such athing as this is the equivalent of wishing his father were
dead. The Bible Background Commentary states it this way: Bible Background Commentary, pg. However, in
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this story, the father agrees to let the deal be done, and he divides the possessions and gives him his portion.
So, after the father has divided things, he gives the son his portion, and then we are told that: Not many days
later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country&€} Luke Now, according to
some scholars, the original language that is trandated as "gathered all" literally means he "turned everything
into cash. Plus, the verse goes on to say that he spent everything, implying that what he had was in the form of
money. Now, in order for the son to have sold everything, including part of the family land, he most likely
would have sold things at alow price in order to liquidate them as quickly as he wanted in order to leave. This
would take a big toll on the family overal too, because now, a big chunk of what was family property, and
was most likely tied to the family income, was gone. Living in community like they did at the time, the news
of something like this would have quickly spread. Everyone would have heard what was going on, especially
as the father or son was going around liquidating things. Now, the son has taken everything and left for a far
country, and we are told: And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he
began to be in need. Now all of that money is all gone, there is a famine, and he has nothing to survive on.
Y ou would think at this point, most kids would run back home with their tail tucked between their legs. But
something we may miss here is that according to Jewish custom, he was almost unable to go home. There was
the ceremony known as the Kezazah &” which means literally &€” "the cutting off. So going home would not
be putting himself in a very favorable situation anyway. One of the Dead Sea Scrolls gives this example of a
fatherly warning that relates here: And now, my sons, be watchful of your inheritance that has been
bequeathed to you, which your fathers gave you. Do not give your inheritance to the Gentilesé€jlest you be
humiliated in their eyes and foolish, and they trample upon you&€jand become your masters. This is what the
son has done; he has squandered his inheritance among the Gentiles. So, he was now literally a man without a
home, and had no way to return to his family or any of the rights he previously held as a member of his
community. When it says in the verse that he took a journey, the Greek word used only here by Luke literally
means that he "traveled away from his own people. He had nothing left, nowhere to go and of course could not
simply call his parents to come and pick him up. These options are not ones he can bare to deal with, not at
this point and time at least. Instead, he chose another route: So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. The word here trandlated as hired in our text,
is often trandated as "joined to" and comes from the root word meaning to glue or attach. It is used elsewhere
to refer to everything from dust clinging Luke Some commentators state that it is not uncommon for a man to
join himself to another, even if it is not something the other party desires. Kind of like in some cities where
when you stop at a red light, a person will rush over and clean your windshield against your will and expect
payment. It is possible that is what this son does. The reason some think this might be the case, isthe job heis
given. Chances are the speech and dress of the son would have given him away as being a Hebrew, and in an
effort to rid himself of this man, the person assigns him ajob he suspects will cause the man to leave. It can be
hard for us to fully grasp how this is would be for someone from a culture that loathes pigs. But, the son
accepts even this &€ he is that desperate. So desperate in fact that the next verse tells us: And he was longing
to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. Some say that the pods spoken of here
were not something that could even be digested by humans, and thus he was unable to even eat them, but truly
and strongly desired to be able to. Things were getting worse for him, and there was no relief in sight. He was
finally at the end of his rope, unable to provide anything for himself. He was broke and starving, and death
was surely in his future, so he decided there was only one option left. | will arise and go to my father, and |
will say to him, "Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your
son. Treat me as one of your hired servants. Many over the years have understood that when it says "he came
to himself" that it implies a repentant attitude, but others point out that there is nothing in the language to
really reveal that at al. He does not mention being sorry for anything he had done, he ssmply realizes that he
was truly starving and decided enough is enough. He will acknowledge his sin against the father, but only
because it isameans to an end - he desires to eat, even if it is as a servant. The words he chooses to say to his
father may have some significance too. Yeshua is talking to an audience that knows the Scriptures; they are
quite a scholarly group. When the son says "Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you," The words
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used here are a paraphrased version of the words of Pharaoh to Moses after the plagues. If that is indeed a
legitimate link, we all know Pharaoh was not repentant. He simply wanted to manipulate Moses and get away
from the bad situation, and that seems a similar attitude that the son in our story has. Because he was in dire
straits with no other options, he would choose what he believes is the right things to say, hoping that his father
would have him back as a servant. Of course, he is not asking to be restored to the family. If he were accepted
back as a servant, it would mean he would most likely reside in a nearby village with the other workers, and
not in the family home.
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4: What is the meaning of the Parable of the Two Sons?

A man had two sons, and he came to the first, and said, 'Son, go work in my vineyard.' He answered, 'l will not," but
afterward he changed his mind, and went. He came to the second, and said the same thing.

Oblique view The other oblique view The group as it was between c. It had been the subject of atragedy, now
lost, by Sophocles and was mentioned by other Greek writers, though the events around the attack by the
serpents vary considerably. However, some scholars see the group as a depiction of the scene as described by
Virgil. In Sophocles, on the other hand, he was a priest of Apollo , who should have been celibate but had
married. The two versions have rather different morals: The youth embraced in the cailsis fearful; the old man
struck by the fangsis in torment; the child who has received the poison, dies. The two sons are rather small in
scale compared to their father, [21] but this adds to the impact of the central figure. The fine white marble
used is often thought to be Greek, but has not been identified by analysis. It is sculptured from a single block,
both the main figure as well as the children, and the serpents with their marvellous folds. This group was made
in concert by three most eminent artists, Agesander, Polydorus, and Athenodorus, natives of Rhodes. He also
asserts that it was carved from a single piece of marble, though the Vatican work comprises at least seven
interlocking pieces. The names may have recurred across generations, a Rhodian habit, within the context of a
family workshop which might well have included the adoption of promising young scul ptors. Some, including
that from Sperlonga, record his father as Agesander. Renaissance] edit | Head of the older son, Antiphantes
The group was unearthed in February in the vineyard of Felice De Fredis; informed of the fact, Pope Julius|I ,
an enthusiastic classicist, sent for his court artists. Michelangelo was called to the site of the unearthing of the
statue immediately after its discovery, [35] along with the Florentine architect Giuliano da Sangallo and his
eleven-year-old son Francesco da Sangallo, later a sculptor, who wrote an account over sixty years later: The
pope ordered one of his officers to run and tell Giuliano da Sangallo to go and see them. So he set off
immediately. | joined up with my father and off we went. Then they dug the hole wider so that they could pull
the statue out. As soon as it was visible everyone started to draw or "started to have lunch" , [37] all the while
discoursing on ancient things, chatting as well about the ones in Florence. Julius acquired the group on March
23, giving De Fredis ajob as a scribe as well as the customs revenues from one of the gates of Rome. Asyet it
had no base, which was not added until , and from various prints and drawings from the time the older son
appears to have been completely detached from the rest of the group. A competition was announced for new
parts to complete the composition, but there were no entries. The older son, on the right, was detached from
the other two figures. Michelangelo suggested that the missing right arms were originally bent back over the
shoulder. Others, however, believed it was more appropriate to show the right arms extended outwards in a
heroic gesture. According to Paolo Liverani: In the course of disassembly, [47] it was possible to observe
breaks, cuttings, metal tenons, and dowel holes which suggested that in antiquity, a more compact,
three-dimensional pyramidal grouping of the three figures had been used or at least contemplated. According
to Seymour Howard, both the Vatican group and the Sperlonga sculptures "show a similar taste for open and
flexible pictorial organization that called for pyrotechnic piercing and lent itself to changes at the site, and in
new situations'. Michelangelo is known to have been particularly impressed by the massive scale of the work
and its sensuous Hellenistic aesthetic, particularly its depiction of the male figures. Several of the ignudi and
the figure of Haman in the Sistine Chapel ceiling draw on the figures. There are many copies of the statue,
including a well-known one in the Grand Palace of the Knights of St. Many still show the arm in the
outstretched position, but the copy in Rhodes has been corrected. The group was rapidly depicted in prints as
well as small models, and became known all over Europe. Titian appears to have had access to a good cast or
reproduction from about , and echoes of the figures begin to appear in his works, two of them in the Averoldi
Altarpiece of Following the fall of Napoleon, it was returned by the Allies to the Vatican in Johann Joachim
Winkelmann wrote about the paradox of admiring beauty while seeing a scene of death and failure. He argues
that the artists could not realistically depict the physical suffering of the victims, as this would be too painful.
Instead, they had to express suffering while retaining beauty. An Essay on the Confusion of the Arts for an
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essay on contemporary culture at the beginning of the 20th century. A exhibition [61] at the Henry Moore
Institute in turn copied this title while exhibiting work by modern artists influenced by the scul pture. Findspot[
edit ]| This map shows the findspot of the sculpture - near the R in "SERVIUS", east of the Sette Sale The
location where the buried statue was found in was always known to be "in the vineyard of Felice De Fredis"
on the Oppian Hill the southern spur of the Esquiline Hill , as noted in the document recording the sale of the
group to the Pope. Research published in has recovered two documents in the municipal archives badly
indexed, and so missed by earlier researchers , which have established a much more precise location for the
find: The second document, from , makes it clear that there is now a house on the property, and clarifies the
location; by then De Fredis was dead and his widow rented out the house. The house appears on a map of ,
[64] and still survives as a substantial building of three storeys, as of [update] in the courtyard of a convent.
The area remained mainly agricultural until the 19th century, but is now entirely built up. It is speculated that
De Fredis began building the house soon after his purchase, and as the group was reported to have been found
some four metres below ground, at a depth unlikely to be reached by normal vineyard-digging operations, it
seems likely that it was discovered when digging the foundations for the house, or possibly a well for it. The
spot was within the Gardens of Maecenas, founded by Gaius Maecenas the ally of Augustus and patron of the
arts. The Expression of the Emotionsin Man and Animals. Retrieved 25 December
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5: John Spincken ID'd as father who jumped off bridge with two sons - CBS News

A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, Son, go and work in the vineyard today. And he answered, | will
not, but afterward he changed his mind and went.

Parable of the Two Sons The parable of the two Sons. He said there was much joy among the angels and God
over one wicked person who repents of his past sins and comes back to the Lord. The story Jesus said was:
There was a man who had two sons. The older son was a good and hard worker. The younger son told his
father "give me the part of the property that is mine because | want my inheritance now"! So the father gave
him the money from his half of the inheritance and the younger son traveled to another country wasting his
money recklessly. He spent all day partying and spending his money until he had nothing left. A great famine
fell upon the country and the son had no food, no friends and was forced to take the lowly job of looking after
pigs and feeding them. He was so hungry that he could have eaten the pigs food because no one helped him or
gave him anything. He thought that even his fathers servants have a better life than he and also plenty of food.
As he headed home, his father saw the youngest of the sons along way off in the distance and began to run to
him and hugged and kissed him. The son began to say to him that he had sinned against him and God and was
not fit to be his son anymore. But his father stopped him and asked his servants to bring the best robe for him
quickly, as well as aring for his finger and sandals for his bare feet. His father also ordered the servants to
prepare the biggest calf for a great feast and party to welcome the son home. The father said to his servants
"Look, my son was dead, but now he is alive, he was lost but now he is found". They all then began to
celebrate. The oldest son was returning from the field and heard music and dancing and asked a servant what
was going on. He was told it was a homecoming party for his younger brother. The older brother became very
angry and did not join the party. | thought your brother was dead and lost but | have found him aive and well
so | am happy he has returned”. How does that make you feel? Do you have a brother or sister who reminds
you of the other son? | thank you for forgiving me anyway and showing me how much you love me. | repent
of my past sins and receive your love and forgiveness. Amen Recommended resource for kids: Used by
permission of Beth Rimstidt www.
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6: Parable of the Two Sons - Wikipedia

Jesus says, "What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.' The son answers, 'l will not," but he later changes his mind and goes to work in the vineyard.

As with the Good Samaritan, it seems open to us to believe that it rested on a substratum of facts that had
actually occurred. It is obvious that in the then social state of Palestine, brought into contact as the Jews were
with the great cities of the Roman empire, such a history as that here recorded must have been but too
painfully familiar. In the immediate application of the parable, the father is the great Father of the souls of
men; the elder son represents the respectably religious Pharisees; the younger stands for the class of publicans
and sinners. In its subsequent developments it applies to the two types of character which answers to these in
any age or country. On a wider scale, but with a less close parallelism, the elder son may stand for Israel
according to the flesh; the younger for the whole heathen world. Looking back to the genealogies of Genesis
5: Pulpit Commentary Verse It seems probable that this and the two preceding shorter parables were spoken
by the Lord on the same occasion, towards the latter part of this slow solemn journeying to the holy city to
keep his last Passover. The mention of the publicans and sinners in ver. This parable, as it is termed, of the
prodigal sou completes the trilogy. In the apologia much had still to be said concerning the limitless love and
the boundless pity of God. In the rebuke the two first parables had shown the Pharisee party and the rulers of
Israel how they ought to have acted: But the Church of Christ - as each successive generation read this
exquisite and true story - soon lost sight of all the temporal and national signification at first connected with it.
The dweller in the cold and misty North feels that it belongs to him as it does to the Syrian, revelling in his
almost perpetual summer, to whom it was first spoken. It is a story of the nineteenth century just as it was a
story of the first. Matthew Henry Commentary It fully sets forth the riches of gospel grace; and it has been,
and will be, while the world stands, of unspeakable use to poor sinners, to direct and to encourage them in
repenting and returning to God. The great folly of sinners, and that which ruins them, is, being content in their
life-time to receive their good things. We may all discern some features of our own characters in that of the
prodigal son. A sinful state is of departure and distance from God. A sinful state is a spending state: A sinful
state is a wanting state. Sinners want necessaries for their souls; they have neither food nor raiment for them,
nor any provision for hereafter. A sinful state is a vile, davish state. A sinful state is a state constant
discontent. The wealth of the world and the pleasures of the senses will not even satisfy our bodies; but what
are they to precious souls! A sinful state is a state which cannot look for relief from any creature. In vain do
we cry to the world and to the flesh; they have that which will poison a soul, but have nothing to give which
will feed and nourish it. A sinful state is a state of death. A sinner is dead in trespasses and sins, destitute of
gpiritual life. A sinful state is a lost state. Souls that are separated from God, if his mercy prevent not, will
soon be lost for ever. Y et how few are sensible of their own state and character!
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7: The Father's Two Sons - Luke Berean Bible Church

There was a man who had two sons. The older son was a good and hard worker. The younger son told his father "give
me the part of the property that is mine because | want my inheritance now"!

Next e-PD Episode Timea€ By NextThought April 22, A certain father wanted to provide his son wise
counsel for choosing a profession in life. With this in mind, he sought advice from a friend who was himself
the father of two sons. What advice did you share with them? Once he was old enough to embark on his own
journey, he began his study in earnest. He made maps, identified potential trading partners and merchandise,
and even located what he believed was the perfect township for his center of operations. In the ten years since
he set out, he has established himself as a leading merchant in the region. He has many employees now and is
constantly exploring new territories for his business. He went from town to town, learning a new trade in each
one, and studied the stories of the people as he traveled. After eight years of such wandering, he met a young
woman and decided that, together, they would make a story of their own. They now have three beautiful
children and work a farm on some land | gave them. Although they will need more children soon at the rate
their crops are expanding. Y ou told your sons to make their own footprints and they have both found success
with that advice. The youngest son, the merchant, found the greatest success, yes? After al, his organization
and focus have led to significant power and financial gain. And | am very proud of him. It isin my mind,
however, that the oldest may have been the most successful so far. What has he earned? But | think, in fact,
that he has traveled much further than his brother in other ways. He has gone deeper in his wandering. And
this has earned him the greater satisfaction of the two.
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8: Luke Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 10 In the same way, | tell you, there is joy in the presence of God's angels over one
sinner who repents." 11 Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger son said to him,
'Father, give me my share of the estate.'.

A man had two sons. But the tax collectors and prostitutes believed him. Although you saw this, you did not
later change your minds and believe him. The variants cluster into three different groups: This reading is
found in the Western manuscripts. But the reading is so hard as to be next to impossible. One can only suspect
some tampering with the text e. Either option, of course, is not improbable with this particular texttype, and
with codex D in particular. The other two major variants are more difficult to assess. Both of these latter two
readings make good sense and have significantly better textual support than the first reading. The real
guestion, then, is: Is the first son or the second the obedient one? If we were to argue simply from the
parabolic logic, we would tend to see the second son as the obedient one hence, the third reading. The first son
would represent the Pharisees or Jews who claim to obey God, but do not cf. This comports well with the
parable of the prodigal son in which the oldest son represents the unbelieving Jews. Further, the chronological
sequence of the second son being obedient fits well with the real scene: At the same time, the externa
evidence is weaker for this reading though stronger than the first reading , not as widespread, and certainly
doubtful because of how neatly it fits. One suspects scribal manipulation at this point. One might even
conjecture that the Western reading originated from some attempt to smooth things out, but the scribe got
confused along the way and created a worse blunder, just as several Georgian witnesses seemed to do. Thus,
the second reading looks to be superior to the other two on both external and transcriptional grounds. When
one comes to the interpretation of the parable, it is of course possible that we ought not overinterpret.
Chronological sequencing was not necessarily a part of the parabolic package. For example, in the
eschatological parable of the wheat and darnel Matt We must be careful not to make parables walk on all
fours; that is, not every point in the parable has interpretive correspondence. The Lord seems to have painted a
picture in which the Pharisees saw themselves as the first son. One is reminded of the ancient rabbinic prayer:
The Pharisees are not the first son, but the second. They are not the ones who have obeyed their heavenly
Father, but the tax collectors and prostitutes are! Thus, when one looks at the internal coherence of the story, it
seems evident that the Western reading flattens out the mystery and presents the Pharisees as not only
unrighteous but blithering idiots. But such a lack of subtlety was probably not a part of the story or the
historical situation. And the third reading improves the texta&€” at first glanced€” but in reality seems to unravel
the rich tapestry that is being woven by the Master Teacher himself.
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9: Man kills two sons and himself after legal battles with ex-wife

A man had two sons [the two sons stand for the Jewish rulers and the Jewish common people]; and he came to the first,
and said, Son, go work to-day in the vineyard. 29 And he answered and said, | will not: but afterward he repented
himself, and went.

So he told a story about a father and his two sons. Now this story is not just a story; it also has ameaning. The
father in the story stands for God and the sons in the story stand for some of Gods people some who leave God
for alife of sin and some who are jealous when others return. This is the story that Jesus told in Luke There
was a man who had two sons. The younger son said to his father, "Father, give me now the part of your
property that | will get when you die. Soon after that the younger son gathered up all his things and left home
to go to a country far away. There he lost all that he had in wasteful living. After he had spent everything,
there was a bad famine in that country: So he went and got a job with one of the people in that country. The
man sent him into his fields to feed pigs. The son was so hungry that he wanted to eat the food that the pigs
were eating. But no one gave him anything. | will get up and go to my father. | am no longer good enough to
be called your son: So the father ran to him and hugged him around the neck and kissed him. Then the son
said to him, "Father, | have sinned against God and in your sight. | am no longer good enough to be called
your son. Bring out the best clothes to put on him. And put aring on his finger and shoes on his feet. Bring the
fat calf and kill it and let us eat it and have a party! For this son of mine was dead and is alive again! He was
lost and has been found! Now the older son was in the field. And as he came home and got close to the house,
he heard the sound of music and dancing. He called to one of the servant boys and asked what was happening.
The servant said, "you brother has come back, and your father has killed the fat calf, because he has got him
back safely. But the son answered his father, "look, all these years | have served you like aslave! | have never
disobeyed your command and yet you never gave me ayoung goat to have a party with my friends! But when
this son of yours comes home, who has wasted all your possessions with prostitutes, you kill the fat calf for
him. But we must be happy and have a party, because this brother of yours was dead and is now alive. He was
lost and has been found. He also wants his other people to welcome them back home.
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