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In the markets of bone and thought skinned frogs, white geese ten thousand fungi in plastic bags the sing-song
carts or a picture of your name carved in million year-old marble waits for the deal. One afternoon my friends
and I had a two-hour political converation with one of the locals over the highly valued and expensive local
oolong tea in his favourite tea shop. Oolong, or Black Dragon Wu-Lung tea is partially-fermented tea grown in
great quantities on the island. It is usually a golden or sometimes reddish colour, astringent to the taste though
with a hint of sweetness and never ever drunk with milk or sugar. As for the chat, politics is important when
mainland China looms just across the sea and makes warlike noises from time to time. But our conversation is
also peppered with September 11 references and the rest. Booths of diviners line the covered alleys near
Lungshan Temple where old men and women gather over scriptures and pray to the goddess of Mercy in the
main hall and Matsu, goddess of the sea, out the back. In another quarter we find a newer temple in a street
filled with the showrooms of coffin and urn makers. The temple is crowded with the young and the
business-suited. In a room of ancient bronzes the exhibition captions are concerned only with the inscriptions,
a form of writing that can still be read by Chinese today, after three or four thousand years. There is almost no
description of the objects themselves, materials or context, outside of the words inscribed on these ritual
vessels, musical instruments, and weapons. The words are central. Chinese is the only major writing system of
the world that continued its pictograph-based development without interruption and is still in general modern
use. The characters incorporate meaning and sound as well as visual image. In another room of this most
extraordinary and culturally dense museum, are the famous oracle bones, mainly tortoise shells or cattle thigh
bones, on which diviners marked the questions of kings and the answers they received. What seems to be
preserved and valued are the word, as image, as magic, ancient codes still understood. Many shops still sell
both cheap and extremely expensive bamboo handled brushes, inks and black heavy inkstones for writing. The
four items indispensable to any traditional Chinese scholar are a brush pen, an inkstick, paper, and an
inkstone. They are the main tools of literary and scholarly work. But maybe this is all tourist blandness. So
what of poetry? My search for modern Taiwanese poetry, in fact, does not get far and I have to wait till I get
back home to turn up something. There are English language books in Taiwanese book shops but there is very
little modern Taiwanese literature available in translation. I guess I thought it would be easy but all I manage
to turn up are some translations of the Chinese classics or a few books by one of the most well-known modern
Chinese poets, Bei Dao, who, of course, is not from Taiwan but from mainland China and now lives in exile in
the USA. I presume that, because Taiwanese does not have a standard written form, it has also set a barrier to
literary production despite the fact most Taiwanese speak and write their own form of Mandarin. Malmqvist
Columbia University Press. According to Yeh, although poetry in dynastic China was a central artistic pursuit
it required a sophisticated knowledge of a complex language form and was practiced by those we would term
elites. The 50 Taiwanese poets in the book apparently follow that Chinese modernist advice. The editors also
claim they represent a society that is more multicultural than the mainland, writers influenced by China,
Europe, Japan, America, and the original Austronesian peoples. Last year Taipei hosted an international poetry
festival. It was held around mid-September, unfortunate timing, so that some overseas guests did not make it
or were late. The special guest was reported to be Derek Walcott but I have not yet been able to find out if he
ever got there. One issue of the Taipei Times mentioned that restrictions on flying after 11 September had
delayed his arrival but there was no further information. I visited the newly opened Taipei International Artists
Village only a few blocks from the city centre near the main railway station and bus interchange. The Project
Officer there told me that a poetry festival was again planned for this year and that the Taipei city government
wants to encourage overseas artists, including poets. The translation project has been supported by the Council
of Cultural Affairs in Taiwan. Oh that they had been available in the many bookshops I visited!
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It crashed shortly after take off, killing 15 persons onboard. Edsel Dunford, 73, American aerospace engineer,
cancer. No one is injured in the incident. Pilot and instructor eject safely at 5, feet 1, m and are rescued with
only minor injuries by a Sikorsky UH-3 Sea King helicopter. This was the sixteenth and last Tomcat lost by
VF during 30 years of operation. Knight sets a new airspeed record in a North American X , of Mach 6. This is
the fastest flight that the X will make. Navy Lieutenant Commander James F. Verdin sets a world airpseed
record over a 3 km 1. It is the first time that a carrier-capable combat aircraft in its normal configuration sets a
world speed record. It is one of the first efforts to use helicopters to assist in naval minesweeping. The project
was abandoned shortly thereafter. The flight, operated by American Overseas Airlines was mostly carrying
wives and children of US Army personnel serving in post-war Germany. All 39 people on board died. At the
time, it was the worst accident of its kind among US civilian airlines. The accident was thought to be due to a
failure to correctly tension the steel cables which secured the engine, despite warnings from Luftwaffe
helicopter pilot Helmut Gerstenhauer. Surveyed at March Field , California , 7 January This accident resulted
in the grounding of all Bs. Fault traced to wing and aileron flutter and a backlash developed by the props when
the engine was shut down. It is the first catapult launch of a standard British naval aircraft from a ship at sea. It
begins to become airborne when Kress slows and tries to turn to avoid an obstruction, capsizing the aircraft.
During their tests, they will fly the glider both as a glider and as a kite under various wind conditions.
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Poems in Wang Ping, ed. Poems from China Today. Hanging Loose Press, , Frank Stewart and Herbert J.
University of Hawaii Press, Whereabouts Press, , Index on Censorship 2 Set in a poor village in Henan
province, it is a deeply moving and beautifully written account of a blood-selling scandal in contemporary
China. As the book opens, the town directors, looking for a way to lift their village from poverty, decide to
open a dozen blood-plasma collection stations, with the hope of draining the townspeople of their blood and
selling it to villages near and far. Although the citizens prosper in the short run, the rampant blood-selling
leads to an outbreak of AIDS and huge loss of life. Narrated by the dead grandson of the village head and
written in finely crafted, affecting prose, the novel presents a powerful absurdist allegory of the moral vacuum
at the heart of communist-capitalist China as it traces the life and death of an entire community. Whole
villages were wiped out with no responsibility taken or reparations paid. Dream of Ding Villagefocuses on one
family, destroyed when one son rises to the top of the Party pile as he exploits the situation, while another son
is infected and dies. The result is a passionate and steely critique of the rate at which China is
developingâ€”and what happens to those who get in the way. With the Yi River on one side and the Balou
Mountains on the other, the village of Explosion was founded more than a millennium ago by refugees fleeing
a seismic volcanic eruption. But in the post-Mao era the name takes on a new significance as the community
grows explosively from a small village to a vast metropolis. In the ninety-ninth district, a subdivision of a
sprawling labor camp in an isolated part of Henan province, a group of highly educated citizens are
imprisoned to restore their commitment to Communist ideologies. Here, the Musician and her lover, the
Scholarâ€”along with the Author and the Theologianâ€” live inside a community where everyone is
encouraged to inform on each other for dissident behavior. But when massively inflated production quotas in
steelmaking and grain harvesting rise to an unattainable level, the camp dissolves into lawlessness as the
prisoners exhaust themselves to meet their goals, eventually trying to grow wheat by feeding the seedlings
their blood. As famine and inclement weather arrive, the intellectuals are abandoned by the regime and left on
their own to survive. Divided into four narrativesâ€”influenced by the four texts of Confucianism and the four
Gospels of the New Testamentâ€”The Four Books is an affecting and poetic novel that captures the universal
power of camaraderie, love, and faith against oppression and the darkest odds. In the bucolic village of Liven
in the middle of a sweltering summer, it suddenly begins to snow, a hot snow that falls for seven daysâ€”seven
long days that not only transform summer into winter but that forever disrupt the balance of life. But when
their crops are obliterated by the unseasonal snowstorm, and with it their livelihood, a county official arrives
with a lucrative scheme both to raise money for the district and boost his career. He convinces the village to
start a traveling performance troupe showcasing their talents, which are unlike anything he has ever witnessed.
In the ultimate marriage of capitalism and communism, such an incredible acquisition would benefit the
inhabitants of Liven as well as the entire region. However, even the best intentions go astray, and the success
of the Shuanghuai County Special-Skills Performance Troupe comes at a serious price. In a small village deep
in the Balou Mountains, Fourth Wife You despairs of what the future holds for her four mentally-impaired
children. A cure for the family curse appears, but it will extract a price so primal and complete that no one can
be expected to make it except, perhaps, for a mother. Editions Philippe Picquier France, Constable and
Robinson, The Years, Months, Days: When she discovers that bonesâ€”especially those of kinâ€”can cure
their illnesses and prevent future generations from the same fate, she feeds them a medicinal soup made from
the skeleton of her dead husband. But after running out of soup, she resorts to a measure that only a mother
can take. Unable to make the grueling march through the mountains, he becomes the lone inhabitant, along
with a blind dog. As he fends off the natural world from overtaking his hometown, every day is a victory over
death. A Collection of Prose and Short Stories. Republished in Nancy Ing, ed. Chinese Materials Center, , In
Amy Dooling, ed. Columbia University Press, , Columbia UP, , In Michelle Yeh and Goran Malmqvist, eds.
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An Anthology of Poetry from Taiwan. University of Washington Press, , Contemporary Poetry from Taiwan,
Republic of China. Germain Groogenbroodt and Peter Stinson. Shao Wei and Jonathan Stalling. Pangolin
House 6, 1 Winter Answering My Own Questions: Judith Armory and Shihua Yao. Hong Kong UP, Amory
and Yaohua Shi. Lost in the Crowd: A Cultural Revolution Memoir. Judith Amory and Yaohua Shi. Six
Chapters from My Life Downunder. University of Washington Press, Six Chapters of Life in a Cadre School:
Parts I and II. In Joseph Lau, ed. An Anthology of Fiction from Taiwan. Indian UP, , Nativist Stories from
Taiwan, Projekt Verlag, , In Xiaomei Chen, ed. An Anthology of Contemporary Chinese Drama. Zephyr
Press, , Alisa Joyce with John Minford. In David Der-wei Wang, ed. Lan and Jerry Dennerline. Chinese
Literature Facing the World. Olof Palme International Center, , In Symmetry with Death. Australian National
University,
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Human timeline and Life timeline The prevailing model for the evolution of the Universe is the Big Bang
theory. The model is based on general relativity and on simplifying assumptions such as homogeneity and
isotropy of space. A version of the model with a cosmological constant Lambda and cold dark matter , known
as the Lambda-CDM model , is the simplest model that provides a reasonably good account of various
observations about the Universe. The Big Bang model accounts for observations such as the correlation of
distance and redshift of galaxies, the ratio of the number of hydrogen to helium atoms, and the microwave
radiation background. In this diagram, time passes from left to right, so at any given time, the Universe is
represented by a disk-shaped "slice" of the diagram. During the Planck epoch, all types of matter and all types
of energy were concentrated into a dense state, and gravity - currently the weakest by far of the four known
forces - is believed to have been as strong as the other fundamental forces, and all the forces may have been
unified. Objects in space did not physically move; instead the metric that defines space itself changed.
Although objects in spacetime cannot move faster than the speed of light , this limitation does not apply to the
metric governing spacetime itself. This initial period of inflation is believed to explain why space appears to
be very flat, and much larger than light could travel since the start of the universe. As the universe continued
to cool down from its inconceivably hot state, various types of subatomic particles were able to form in short
periods of time known as the quark epoch , the hadron epoch , and the lepton epoch. Together, these epochs
encompassed less than 10 seconds of time following the Big Bang. These elementary particles associated
stably into ever larger combinations, including stable protons and neutrons , which then formed more complex
atomic nuclei through nuclear fusion. This process, known as Big Bang nucleosynthesis , only lasted for about
17 minutes and ended about 20 minutes after the Big Bang, so only the fastest and simplest reactions occurred.
Any other element was only formed in very tiny quantities. After nucleosynthesis ended, the universe entered
a period known as the photon epoch. During this period, the Universe was still far too hot for matter to form
neutral atoms , so it contained a hot, dense, foggy plasma of negatively charged electrons , neutral neutrinos
and positive nuclei. After about , years, the universe had cooled enough that electrons and nuclei could form
the first stable atoms. This is known as recombination for historical reasons; in fact electrons and nuclei were
combining for the first time. Unlike plasma, neutral atoms are transparent to many wavelengths of light, so for
the first time the universe also became transparent. The photons released " decoupled " when these atoms
formed can still be seen today; they form the cosmic microwave background CMB. As the Universe expands,
the energy density of electromagnetic radiation decreases more quickly than does that of matter because the
energy of a photon decreases with its wavelength. At around 47, years, the energy density of matter became
larger than that of photons and neutrinos , and began to dominate the large scale behavior of the universe. This
marked the end of the radiation-dominated era and the start of the matter-dominated era. Ordinary matter,
attracted to these by gravity , formed large gas clouds and eventually, stars and galaxies, where the dark matter
was most dense, and voids where it was least dense. After around - million years,[ citation needed ] the first
stars formed, known as Population III stars. These were probably very massive, luminous, non metallic and
short-lived. They were responsible for the gradual reionization of the Universe between about million years
and 1 billion years, and also for seeding the universe with elements heavier than helium, through stellar
nucleosynthesis. Physical properties Main articles: Observable universe , Age of the Universe , and Metric
expansion of space Of the four fundamental interactions , gravitation is the dominant at astronomical length
scales. The remaining two interactions, the weak and strong nuclear forces , decline very rapidly with distance;
their effects are confined mainly to sub-atomic length scales. The Universe appears to have much more matter
than antimatter , an asymmetry possibly related to the CP violation. Size and regions See also: Observable
universe and Observational cosmology The size of the Universe is somewhat difficult to define. According to
the general theory of relativity, far regions of space may never interact with ours even in the lifetime of the
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Universe due to the finite speed of light and the ongoing expansion of space. For example, radio messages sent
from Earth may never reach some regions of space, even if the Universe were to exist forever: The spatial
region that we can affect and be affected by is the observable universe. The observable universe depends on
the location of the observer. By traveling, an observer can come into contact with a greater region of
spacetime than an observer who remains still. Nevertheless, even the most rapid traveler will not be able to
interact with all of space. Typically, the observable universe is taken to mean the portion of the Universe that
is observable from our vantage point in the Milky Way. The proper distance â€”the distance as would be
measured at a specific time, including the presentâ€”between Earth and the edge of the observable universe is
46 billion light-years [47] 14 billion parsecs [48] , making the diameter of the observable universe about 93
billion light-years 28 billion parsecs.
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HPB pick - Out of stock Loading HPB condition ratings New: Item is brand new, unused and unmarked, in
flawless condition. No defects, little usage. May show remainder marks. Older books may show minor flaws.
Shows some signs of wear and is no longer fresh. Used textbooks do not come with supplemental materials.
Average used book with all pages present. Possible loose bindings, highlighting, cocked spine or torn dust
jackets. Obviously well-worn, but no text pages missing. May be without endpapers or title page. Markings do
not interfere with readability. All text is legible but may be soiled and have binding defects. Reading copies
and binding copies fall into this category. Mint condition or still sealed SS. Absolutely perfect in every way.
No defects, little sign of use, well cared for. Not necessarily sealed or unused, but close. Could be an
unopened promotional or cut item. Will show some signs that it was played and otherwise handled by a
previous owner who took good care of it. Attractive and well cared for, but no longer fresh. Minor signs of
wear, scuffing or scratching, but will play almost perfectly. This item is in okay condition. Obviously
well-worn and handled. Most vinyl collectors will not buy good or below, but some tracks on CD or vinyl will
play. This movie is unopened and brand new. No defects, little sign of use. No skipping; no fuzzy or snowy
frames in VHS. Attractive and well cared for but no longer fresh. Minor signs of wear, but will play almost
perfectly. This item is in okay condition and basically works well. Basically plays, but may be obviously
well-worn with some scratching or tape distortion. Disc or tape is intact, but may be scratched or stretched.
There may be skips or distortion or product defects. Sign up for bookish emails And get a coupon for your
first purchase.
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Everyone loves going on holidays and I believe a great percentage of these do so on guided tours. Guided
tours are fine where convenience is concerned; hotels, meals, itineraries, transport, flights, places of interests
to visit, entrance fees etc. As I had discovered decades ago, despite all the conveniences of a guided tour, there
are drawbacks that would put one off such tours completely; not being able to sleep-in and wake up as and
when you want, having limited time to enjoy the various places of interests or enjoy your lunch while taking in
the magnificent scenery from a mountain top restaurant , having to put up with other travellers who simply
cannot or are not bothered to be on time, not being able to visit or enjoy other interesting places that are rarely
included in tour itineraries, to list a few. Ever since my first guided tour holiday overseas, I have opted for a
self-drive holiday and I am very sure there are many out there who would love to do so too, but refrained from
doing so because of a lack of information and perhaps, apprehensive about what it would entail to do a
self-drive holiday in a foreign land. This guide is to help dispel those apprehensions and provide the necessary
information for you to successfully make that first self-drive holiday in the Self-Drive Holiday in Jeju: This
guide is to help dispel those apprehensions and provide the necessary information for you to successfully
make that first self-drive holiday in the Honeymoon Island of Jeju, and hopefully, many more thereafter in
other destinations of your dreams. Many experts would advise, and rightly so, that you should first read up all
the necessary information on driving at the destination that you will be holidaying in. However, in my opinion,
what is more important is having the self-confidence to drive in a foreign land. Sometimes, things can go
wrong, road and weather conditions can change to the extent that no pre-reading or preparation can help, but,
with that very important self-confidence, it will see you through. You must also have a flexible mind set and
be ready to accommodate changes when necessary â€” only then will you be able to thoroughly enjoy your
self-drive holiday. Having said that, I must say that driving in Jeju is a walk-in-the-park, quite unlike, for
example, driving through the mountain pass between Sun Moon Lake and Hualien County in Taiwan â€” that
is a drive I would never recommend to the feint hearted. International Driving Permit â€” you will need to
obtain an International Driving Permit to be able to rent a car in Jeju, and for that matter, in most other
countries. You would also want to search for information on all the places of interests and decide on which of
those to visit during your stay in Jeju. This is to help you plan and minimize travelling time. These can be had
at the Korea Tourism Centre at Samsung Centre Choice of Hotel â€” There are many hotels catering to
different needs and budgets to choose from. The one most often asked question is the location â€” to stay in
Jeju-si or Seogwipo-si? My experience tells me that it makes no difference â€” it is just a matter of choice. If
you are arriving in Jeju late at night, then, perhaps, you may wish to stay in a hotel that is near the airport, to
minimize your night driving had you decided on a hotel in Seogwipo-si. We landed in Jeju at hrs, collected
our car at hrs and drove to Seogwipo-si where our hotel was situated. It was a pleasant forty-five minute drive
with guidance from the GPS unit. Do note, though, that there are more than a dozen of competing rental
companies at the airport to choose from if you prefer to shop around for the best rates and cars upon your
arrival. I book mine through AJ Rentals, not only because of the brand name, but it also provided the best rates
among the others on the net and it did not require me to pay in advance upon confirmation of my reservation.
To rent the car, you will need to have an International Driving Permit obtain it from AAS , your local driving
license and passport. You can pay either in cash or credit card. The type of car you choose is totally dependent
on your preference and budget â€” luxury or basic. However, do consider the available boot space that will be
needed to accommodate your luggage. As a guide, the boot of a KIA K3 can accommodate only three large
suitcases with no space for a smaller, fourth piece. In a situation where there are four adults, the smaller,
fourth suitcase will have to share estate space in the back seat with two other passengers. The cost of rental is
dependent on the type of car, number of days and the period of travel. The rates of the other rental companies
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that I surveyed were cheaper, however, I cannot vouch for their quality nor service support. You decide at
your own risk. The overall condition of the car was good. Do you need a map when it is very likely that you
will be relying on the GPS? A map is necessary for planning your routes and selecting the places of interests
to visit. You can easily obtain a detailed map of Jeju Island, with all the major highways and feeder routes
from your local Korean Tourism office. You can also obtain these from the car-rental companies when you
collect your car in Jeju. You can use this same map to write down the telephone numbers of the places of
interests that you plan to visit. You will need these numbers for keying into the GPS system to guide you to
your destination. I made it a point to re-confirm that the telephone numbers are current by asking the hotel
staff to extract the numbers from their computer system. This proved to be very useful. After clearing
immigration and customs, proceed to gate 5 of the arrival terminal. If you had pre-booked your car, look for
the car-rental company in the building. However, do take note that this building houses the local car rental
companies. For the international brands such as Avis, Hertz and the other bigger local companies, they are
housed in another location outside the airport. You will need to check with them when you are doing the
booking or email them for the information. If the collection centre of the car rental company that you booked
with is located outside the airport, wait for their shuttle bus at Gate 5. You will recognize their shuttle bus by
their brand name boldly emblazoned on the sides of the bus. The shuttle bus runs on a regular schedule.
Arriving at the front of the office, you take a queue ticket. You will be shown the rental agreement with all the
details pertaining to the type, class, number of days of rental, total costs and any other relevant information.
After you have signed the rental agreement, you will be shown your car. You then drive it off to the inspection
building where they will go through the car with you to identify any minor damages, scratches, dents etc. They
will also have you verify that the fuel tank is full and instruct you on the use of the GPS before getting you to
sign off the acknowledgement form. Do ensure that the GPS is an English language version. Keep the
documents safely in the glove-compartment and be sure to get the telephone number of the station that you
will return the car to. You will need this number to key into the GPS system to guide you back. You then
proceed on your way, presumably, to your hotel for a much needed rest after the long flight to Jeju. When
returning the car, you just need to drive back to the same depot from where you had collected it. Just key the
given number into the GPS. The attendant there will check the car with you and when all is in order, he hands
you a form to sign after you have returned the key to him. You then take the shuttle bus that will take you to
the departure hall at the airport. The use of the GPS: Different makes and models operate slightly differently
from one another, however, the common function that generalizes all of them is the use of the telephone
number of a particular hotel, attraction or establishment to program the location into the GPS. For example,
the telephone number of our hotel, Ocean Palace Hotel, Jeju, is - From then on, just follow the voice
navigation to get you to your hotel. If you make a wrong turn or pass a junction where you were supposed to
turn, do not panic. Just relax and drive on â€” it will re-direct you back to the planned route or at times,
provide you with a new course. In fact, we had a lot of fun and discovered many new places of interest by
intentionally turning off to smaller but interesting-looking roads just to see what lies ahead and where it will
eventually lead us to â€” that is the beauty of a self-drive holiday. Jeju has a coastal ring road of
approximately km, not counting the connecting highways linking the North-South-East â€”West regions. The
coastal scene is a sight to behold! It is left-hand driving in Jeju. To those who have never driven on the left
side of the road, it takes a little getting used to, physically as well as in your mind. It gets a little more
confusing when turning at traffic junctions, especially when driving through â€” stopping gives you an
opportunity to orientate yourself and prepare in your mind the lane to take when turning. To minimize this
confusion, always try to follow a car in front of you which is turning in the same direction as you. It is also
helpful to remember that when turning, the roadside kerb will always be on the right of the driver. The roads,
save for the highways, are slightly narrower than the roads we are used to in Singapore. Generally, the speed
limits are: So, if you wish to spend your money supporting the policemen, speed on at your own risk. The
local drivers can, at times, be quite reckless. Just like we have hell-drivers here, there are hell-drivers in Jeju
too, but not too many. Just stay alert and always be on the look-out using your wing and rearview mirrors all
the time. Except for the main areas of Jeju-si and Seogwipo-si, most of the roads around the island are quite
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free of traffic. Generally free parking along kerb-sides and paid parking in some buildings and are generally
available easily. Most hotels have free parking for their guests â€” do check with the hotel management that
you have booked with. As at Nov Planning your routes is totally at your own whim and fancy, depending on
the places of interest as well as the available time you have on the island. If you have a few days I would
recommend a minimum of five days , perhaps you may wish to consider the following suggestion: Day 1 â€”
Arrival and check into hotel. This sample itinerary is on the assumption that your hotel is in Seogwipo. There
are many cafes especially along the Coastal Cafe Road and bbq restaurants for stops of aromatic coffee and
grilled black pig meat. After dinner, take a drive to the Lotte World Resort for some very beautiful night
scenery of the giant windmills. Stopover at Seongsan Ilchubong Sunrise Peak. Have dinner in Jeju-si before
doing a night drive back to Seogwipo. Day 4 â€” Alternative 1 Drive to Seongsan Port in the north-east via the
eastern coastal route and park your car there. Purchase your ferry tickets to Udo Island and spend a very
interesting day there. You can tour the island by buying the hop-off-on bus tickets or for the adventurers, you
can hire the quad-bikes or scooters. Alternative 2 â€” visit the popular tourist spots such as the Trick-art
museum, teddy bear museum, waterfalls, submarine tours, Green Tea museum, Geomun Oreum, Citrus fruit
farms, mysterious road, etc etc Day 5 â€” Check out of hotel for catch your flight back home.
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