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The Russians were enthusiastic about the concept, which allowed them to keep their European identity in
geography. Tatishchev announced that he had proposed the idea to von Strahlenberg. The latter had suggested
the Emba River as the lower boundary. Over the next century various proposals were made until the Ural
River prevailed in the midth century. The Maluku Islands in Indonesia are often considered to lie on the border
of southeast Asia, with New Guinea , to the east of the islands, being wholly part of Oceania. The terms
Southeast Asia and Oceania, devised in the 19th century, have had several vastly different geographic
meanings since their inception. The chief factor in determining which islands of the Malay Archipelago are
Asian has been the location of the colonial possessions of the various empires there not all European. Asia is
larger and more culturally diverse than Europe. Asia, Europe and Africa make up a single continuous
landmass â€” Afro-Eurasia except for the Suez Canal â€” and share a common continental shelf. The English
word comes from Latin literature, where it has the same form, "Asia". Whether "Asia" in other languages
comes from Latin of the Roman Empire is much less certain, and the ultimate source of the Latin word is
uncertain, though several theories have been published. One of the first classical writers to use Asia as a name
of the whole continent was Pliny. Bronze Age Before Greek poetry, the Aegean Sea area was in a Greek Dark
Age , at the beginning of which syllabic writing was lost and alphabetic writing had not begun. Prior to then in
the Bronze Age the records of the Assyrian Empire , the Hittite Empire and the various Mycenaean states of
Greece mention a region undoubtedly Asia, certainly in Anatolia, including if not identical to Lydia. These
records are administrative and do not include poetry. The Mycenaean states were destroyed about BCE by
unknown agents although one school of thought assigns the Dorian invasion to this time. The burning of the
palaces baked clay diurnal administrative records written in a Greek syllabic script called Linear B ,
deciphered by a number of interested parties, most notably by a young World War II cryptographer, Michael
Ventris , subsequently assisted by the scholar, John Chadwick. A major cache discovered by Carl Blegen at
the site of ancient Pylos included hundreds of male and female names formed by different methods. Some of
these are of women held in servitude as study of the society implied by the content reveals. They were used in
trades, such as cloth-making, and usually came with children. The epithet lawiaiai, "captives", associated with
some of them identifies their origin. Some are ethnic names. One in particular, aswiai, identifies "women of
Asia". Chadwick suggests that the names record the locations where these foreign women were purchased.
There is a masculine form, aswios. This Aswia appears to have been a remnant of a region known to the
Hittites as Assuwa, centered on Lydia, or "Roman Asia". This name, Assuwa, has been suggested as the origin
for the name of the continent "Asia". The Romans named a province Asia , located in western Anatolia in
modern-day Turkey. The most likely vehicles were the ancient geographers and historians, such as Herodotus ,
who were all Greek. Ancient Greek certainly evidences early and rich uses of the name. He defines it
carefully, [26] mentioning the previous geographers whom he had read, but whose works are now missing.
Hesione , but that the Lydians say it was named after Asies, son of Cotys, who passed the name on to a tribe at
Sardis. The poets detailed their doings and generations in allegoric language salted with entertaining stories,
which subsequently playwrights transformed into classical Greek drama and became "Greek mythology". For
example, Hesiod mentions the daughters of Tethys and Ocean , among whom are a "holy company", "who
with the Lord Apollo and the Rivers have youths in their keeping". Doris, Rhodea, Europa, Asia. These
civilizations may well have exchanged technologies and ideas such as mathematics and the wheel. Other
innovations, such as writing, seem to have been developed individually in each area. Cities, states and empires
developed in these lowlands. The central steppe region had long been inhabited by horse-mounted nomads
who could reach all areas of Asia from the steppes. The earliest postulated expansion out of the steppe is that
of the Indo-Europeans , who spread their languages into the Middle East, South Asia, and the borders of
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China, where the Tocharians resided. The northernmost part of Asia, including much of Siberia , was largely
inaccessible to the steppe nomads, owing to the dense forests, climate and tundra. These areas remained very
sparsely populated. The center and the peripheries were mostly kept separated by mountains and deserts. The
Caucasus and Himalaya mountains and the Karakum and Gobi deserts formed barriers that the steppe
horsemen could cross only with difficulty. While the urban city dwellers were more advanced technologically
and socially, in many cases they could do little in a military aspect to defend against the mounted hordes of the
steppe. However, the lowlands did not have enough open grasslands to support a large horsebound force; for
this and other reasons, the nomads who conquered states in China, India, and the Middle East often found
themselves adapting to the local, more affluent societies. The Mongol Empire conquered a large part of Asia
in the 13th century, an area extending from China to Europe. Before the Mongol invasion, Song dynasty
reportedly had approximately million citizens; the census which followed the invasion reported roughly 60
million people. In the 17th century, the Manchu conquered China and established the Qing dynasty.
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History of Southeast Asia, history of Southeast Asia from prehistoric times to the contemporary period. Early
society and accomplishments Origins Knowledge of the early prehistory of Southeast Asia has undergone
exceptionally rapid change as a result of archaeological discoveries made since the s, although the
interpretation of these findings has remained the subject of extensive debate. Nevertheless, it seems clear that
the region has been inhabited from the earliest times. Hominid fossil remains date from approximately 1,,
years ago and those of Homo sapiens from approximately 40, years ago. Furthermore, until about bce the seas
were some feet 50 metres lower than they are now, and the area west of Makassar Strait consisted of a web of
watered plains that sometimes is called Sundaland. These land connections perhaps account for the coherence
of early human development observed in the Hoabinhian culture , which lasted from about 13, to or bce. The
stone tools used by hunting and gathering societies across Southeast Asia during this period show a
remarkable degree of similarity in design and development. When the sea level rose to approximately its
present level about bce, conditions were created for a more variegated environment and, therefore, for more
extensive differentiation in human development. Technological developments and population expansion
Perhaps because of a particular combination of geophysical and climatic factors, early Southeast Asia did not
develop uniformly in the direction of increasingly complex societies. Not only have significant hunting and
gathering populations continued to exist into the 21st century, but the familiar cultural sequences triggered by
such events as the discovery of agriculture or metallurgy do not seem to apply. This is not to say that the
technological capabilities of early Southeast Asian peoples were negligible, for sophisticated metalworking
bronze and agriculture rice were being practiced by the end of the 3rd millennium bce in northeastern Thailand
and northern Vietnam, and sailing vessels of advanced design and sophisticated navigational skills were
spread over a wider area by the same time or earlier. Significantly, these technologies do not appear to have
been borrowed from elsewhere but were indigenous and distinctive in character. The first is the extraordinary
seaborne expansion of speakers of Proto-Austronesian languages and their descendants, speakers of
Austronesian or Malayo-Polynesian languages, which occurred over a period of 5, years or more and came to
encompass a vast area and to stretch nearly half the circumference of Earth at the Equator. This outward
movement of people and culture was evolutionary rather than revolutionary, the result of societal preference
for small groups and a tendency of groups to hive off once a certain population size had been reached. It began
as early as bce, when Taiwan was populated from the Asian mainland, and subsequently it continued
southward through the northern Philippines 3rd millennium bce , central Indonesia 2nd millennium bce , and
western and eastern Indonesia 2nd and 1st millennia bce. From approximately bce on the expansion continued
both eastward into the Pacific, where that immense region was populated in a process continuing to about ce
as voyagers reached the Hawaiian Islands and New Zealand , and westward, where Malay peoples reached and
settled the island of Madagascar sometime between and ce, bringing with them among other things bananas,
which are native to Southeast Asia. Thus, for a considerable period of time, the Southeast Asian region
contributed to world cultural history, rather than merely accepting outside influences, as frequently has been
suggested. Major divisions of the Austronesian languages. The second development, which began possibly as
early as bce, centred on the production of fine bronze and the fashioning of bronze-and- iron objects,
particularly as they have been found at the site in northern Vietnam known as Dong Son. The earliest objects
consisted of socketed plowshares and axes, shaft-hole sickles, spearheads, and such small items as fishhooks
and personal ornaments. By about bce the Dong Son culture had begun producing the bronze drums for which
it is known. The drums are large objects some weigh more than pounds [70 kg] , and they were produced by
the difficult lost-wax casting process and decorated with fine geometric shapes and depictions of animals and
humans. This metal industry was not derived from similar industries in China or India. Rather, the Dong Son
period offers one of the most powerfulâ€”though not necessarily the only or earliestâ€”examples of Southeast
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Asian societies transforming themselves into more densely populated, hierarchical, and centralized
communities. Since typical drums, either originals or local renditions, have been found throughout Southeast
Asia and since they are associated with a rich trade in exotics and other goods, the Dong Son culture also
suggests that the region as a whole consisted not of isolated, primitive niches of human settlement but of a
variety of societies and cultures tied together by broad and long-extant trading patterns. Although none of
these societies possessed writing, some displayed considerable sophistication and technological skill, and,
although none appears to have constituted a territorial centralized state, new and more complex polities were
forming. Influence of China and India Between approximately bce and ce, most of Southeast Asia was first
influenced by the more mature cultures of its neighbours to the north and west. Thus began a process that
lasted for the better part of a millennium and fundamentally changed Southeast Asia. In some ways the
circumstances were very different. China , concerned about increasingly powerful chiefdoms in Vietnam
disturbing its trade, encroached into the region and by the end of the 1st century bce had incorporated it as a
remote province of the Han empire. For generations, the Vietnamese opposed Chinese rule, but they were
unable to gain their independence until ce. From India , however, there is no evidence of conquests,
colonization, or even extensive migration. Indians came to Southeast Asia, but they did not come to rule, and
no Indian power appears to have pursued an interest in controlling a Southeast Asian power from afar, a factor
that may help to explain why only the Vietnamese accepted the Chinese model. ChinaChina under the Han
emperor Wudi c. Yet, in other ways the processes of Indianization and Sinicization were remarkably similar.
Southeast Asia already was socially and culturally diverse , making accommodation easy. Furthermore,
indigenous peoples shaped the adaption and adoption of outside influences and, indeed, seem to have sought
out concepts and practices that enhanced rather than redirected changes already underway in their own
societies. They also rejected some components: In the later stages of the assimilation processâ€”particularly in
the Indianized areasâ€”local syncretism often produced exuberant variations, which, despite familiar
appearances, were expressions of local genius rather than just inspired borrowings. Still, Chinese and Indian
influences were anything but superficial. They provided writing systems and literature, systems of statecraft,
and concepts of social hierarchy and religious belief, all of which were both of intrinsic interest and pragmatic
significance to Southeast Asians of the day. For elites seeking to gain and retain control over larger and more
complex populations, the applications of these ideas were obvious, but it would also seem that the sheer
beauty and symbolic power of Hindu and Buddhist arts tapped a responsive vein in the Southeast Asian soul.
The result was an imposing array of architectural and other cultural wonders, at first very much in the Indian
image and hewing close to current styles and later in more original, indigenous interpretations. The
seriousness and profundity with which all this activity was undertaken is unmistakable. By the 7th century ce,
Palembang in southern Sumatra was being visited by Chinese and other Buddhist devotees from throughout
Asia, who came to study doctrine and to copy manuscripts in institutions that rivaled in importance those in
India itself. Sculptures at Borobudur, central Java, Indonesia. Such a conception of political organization
already had surfaced among Southeast Asians, but Indian civilization provided powerful metaphors for the
change underway and for ways of extending it. The mandala was the predominant form of the Southeast Asian
state until it was displaced in the 19th century. Between approximately the 2nd century bce and the 6th
century ce, mandala polities appeared throughout Southeast Asia in the major river valleys and at strategic
landfalls for sea trafficâ€”generally, locations where routes for local and international trade crossed. These
communities took different forms, depending on their physical setting. For example, walled and moated
settlements predominated in much of the mainland but do not seem to have been constructed in insular
Southeast Asia. Yet they served similar purposes to and frequently shared characteristics with mandalas in the
same immediate region. Mandala sites have been located in the Mekong , Chao Phraya , and Irrawaddy river
valleys; along the coasts of central Vietnam, western and northern Java , and eastern Borneo ; and on the
Isthmus of Kra. One of the most intriguing sites, called Oc Eo, is in the Mekong delta region of southern
Vietnam. This port settlement, which flourished between the 1st and 6th centuries ce amid a complex of other
settlements connected by canals some up to 60 miles long , was not only an extraordinarily rich emporium
dealing in articles from as far as Rome and inner Asia, but it was also a local manufacturing centre producing
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its own jewelry, pottery, and other trade goods. Almost certainly it also fed itself from wet-rice agriculture
practiced in the surrounding delta. Little is known, however, about the nature of state structure in Oc Eo,
although it seems to have been one ofâ€”and perhaps was prime amongâ€”an assemblage of local
mandala-type principalities. After the 6th century there emerged a number of larger and more powerful
mandala states, principally in Cambodia, Myanmar, Sumatra, and Java. Often designated kingdoms or
empires, these states nevertheless functioned and were structured upon the same principles that had governed
their predecessors. They were, in some respects, unstable and prone to fluctuation because of shifting relations
with outside powers and constant internal struggles for the position of overlordship, but they also were
remarkably durable. No two states were exactly alike, each occupying a particular ecological niche and
exploiting a particular combination of opportunities to survive by trade, agriculture, and war. The cultural
impact of their courts long outlasted their political grasp and continued to inform their societies until modern
times. Perhaps the outstanding example of this durability is Srivijaya , the great Sumatran trading empire that
dominated much of Southeast Asian commerce from about the 7th to the 13th century. Srivijaya does not
appear to have been heavily urbanized or to have had a continuously occupied capital during its roughly years
of existence, nor does it seem to have possessed boundaries and clearly delineated territories. Its armies, while
they could be mustered and quickly dispatched overseas, were weapons of limited use. Instead, Srivijaya
maintained its authority in a shifting and extremely varied trading world largely by means of a shrewd brand
of cultural and economic politics that involved, among other things, offering a protective and mutually
beneficial trading environment to all comers and maintaining a courtly culture from which the idiom of
overlordship issued grandly and convincingly. Srivijaya was ruled by a formula supple enough to attract trade
from all quarters and to exploit it at the same time. Whatever the achievements of Srivijaya, the Khmer
Cambodian state that flourished in the Tonle Sap region roughly between the 9th and midth centuries is widely
regarded as the most impressive of the concentrically arranged ancient Southeast Asian states. In many
respects, however, the Angkorian imperial achievement was singular. Though informed by the mandala
paradigm , the Khmer carried it further and shaped it more distinctively than other Southeast Asians before or
since. Ruined temples at the Angkor Thom complex, Angkor, Cambodia. In achieving this, however, the
Khmer state surrendered the flexibility and balance critical to the mandala pattern and eventually fell victim to
its own brittleness. Other concentric states in early Southeast Asia rose and fell; the Khmer proved unable to
revive theirs once it had fallen. The classical period Components of a new age By about much of Southeast
Asia had entered a period of transition from ancient times. No single factor can account for the disruption,
which lasted longer in some places than in others. The Mongol attacks of the second half of the 13th century
and the disintegration of Khmer and Srivijayan power undoubtedly were of significance, but less dramatic
changes, such as slowly changing trade patterns and political competition, may also have played an important
role. Whatever the case, the shifts were not of a type or severity to bring about major disruptions; they instead
paved the way for the coalescing of what can best be termed a classical age. In this period the major
civilizations of Southeast Asia achieved a broader influence and greater coherence than before. They
integrated rival political and cultural forms into their own, and the patterns they established were widely
imitated by smaller powers that were drawn into their orbit. Regional and international trade reached a high
level of development, bringing greater well-being to larger numbers of Southeast Asians than ever before. It
also was an age of great change and challengesâ€”especially in the form of new and often foreign religious,
political, and economic influencesâ€”and one of constant warfare. But it was a measure of the confidence and
balance of the era that these influences were absorbed and digested with little difficulty, leaving more than a
millennium of creative synthesis essentially undisturbed until as late as the end of the 18th century. State and
society There were five major powers in Southeast Asia between the 14th and 18th centuries: Myanmar under
the rulers of Ava â€” , especially the Toungoo dynasty during most of that period; an independent Vietnam
under the Later Le dynasty â€” ; the Tai state of Ayutthaya , or Ayudhia â€” ; Majapahit , centred on Java
â€”c. Particularly with the waning of Indian influence the last known Sanskrit inscription dates from the late
13th century , each power had developed in distinctive ways: Remarkably enough, the process by which this
was accomplished was characterized not by elimination or purification but by absorption. The syncretic
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powers developed in earlier periods had by no means weakened. The Tai, comparative newcomers, absorbed
much of Khmer civilization during this period and, beginning with their written language, shaped it to their
requirements. The Burmans absorbed Mon civilization in a similar fashion, and the Javanese of Majapahit
could not help but make adjustments with the Malay and other cultures of the archipelago that they came to
dominate. Even the Vietnamese, who had decided after several generations of struggle to adopt the outlines of
a Confucian state that they had inherited from China, in the late 14th and early 15th centuries not only
modified that model but also absorbed important influences from the culture of the Cham, an Indianized
people whose kingdom, Champa , they had decisively though not finally defeated in This integrative approach
may not have represented a conclusive departure from the behaviour of the ancient mandala states, but it does
seem to have sustained larger and more far-reaching states, as well as richer and more complex elite cultures.
Ayutthaya Ayudhya kingdom, midth century. Malacca empire in At the same time, however, a galaxy of
smaller states appeared, some of them very powerful for their size and all of them ambitious. These states
were especially numerous in insular Southeast Asia, where Aceh , Bantam Banten , Makasar Makassar , and
Ternate were only the most prominent of many such Islamic sultanates; on the mainland, Chiang Mai
Chiengmai , Luang Prabang , and Pegu at various times during the period were powerful enough to be taken
seriously. They both imitated and contributed to the court cultures of their larger neighbours and made
alliances, war, and peace with many powers. Above all, these states participated in a dynamic and prosperous
trade, not merely in exotics or high-value goods such as gems and metal items but in such relatively mundane
goods as salted dried fish, ceramics, and rice. While institutions of servitude were structured somewhat
differently from those of the West, there was no mistaking that a lively trade in human beings prized for their
labour or craftsmanship took place. The proliferation of states and the rapid growth of an accompanying
intricate web of local cultural and commodity exchange laid the foundation for both greater local autonomy
and increased regional interdependency.
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In their political institutions, the new states of Southeast Asia B. assimilated Chinese and or Indian practices into their
own ways of doing things. Which of the following statements was true about the religious underpinnings of the
Indianized Southeast Asian states?

The controversial move sparked concerns worldwide about the bloc of corrupt and often autocratic regimes
that controls some two-thirds of the votes in the UN General Assembly. But critics within and outside the UN
expressed hope that the whole saga would have a silver lining: The influential G77 Plus China grouping,
which includes more than governments and tyrants, is dedicated primarily to extorting Western taxpayers via a
collective voice at the UN. Ironically, despite efforts to declare itself a state and gain international recognition,
the U. Nor does the U. But through the G77 Plus China, whose member regimes rule four out of every five
people on the planet, the controversial Arab entity is getting a major boost in terms of prestige and influence
on the international stage. The decision to select the Palestinian officials as leaders of G77 is expected to be
formally ratified in September, with the delegation taking over from Egyptian authorities in January. Because
of its massive voting power in the dictator-controlled UN General Assembly, the G77 has significant influence
over what happens there. For now, the UN Security Council remains the most important decision-making
body at the UN, even claiming to have the ability to deploy U. The UN General Assembly still has significant
authority, too, especially as it relates to budget and management issues. Global socialism is the goal. But the
latest development could spell trouble. In fact, she is becoming more Israeli than the Israelis themselves. That
is partly why the Trump administration has reined in U. Ambassador Kelley Currie took the opportunity to
speak out. Jewish pro-Israel groups also expressed concerns about the development. Leaders of the
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, an umbrella group that represents more
than 50 national U. This bloc helps assure the anti-Israel majority in the General Assembly. But Israeli
authorities, who also withdrew and originally praised the move, are now apparently working to reverse the U.
In contrast to U. This could be extremely disruptive, as most decisions taken by the General Assembly are
done by consensus. If Trump can be persuaded to join the bandwagon, as well as lawmakers so fervently
devoted to Israel on both sides of the aisle, Americans may have a historic opportunity to kill the globalist
monster known as the UN. Now is the time to act. He can be reached at This email address is being protected
from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it.
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Asia. Politics and Government. United States. The Obama administration has an opportunity to help define new roles for
the United States in this changing Asia. But to sustain its position in the.

For more information, please see the full notice. Decolonization of Asia and Africa, â€” Between and , three
dozen new states in Asia and Africa achieved autonomy or outright independence from their European
colonial rulers. In some areas, it was peaceful, and orderly. In many others, independence was achieved only
after a protracted revolution. A few newly independent countries acquired stable governments almost
immediately; others were ruled by dictators or military juntas for decades, or endured long civil wars. Some
European governments welcomed a new relationship with their former colonies; others contested
decolonization militarily. The process of decolonization coincided with the new Cold War between the Soviet
Union and the United States, and with the early development of the new United Nations. Decolonization was
often affected by superpower competition, and had a definite impact on the evolution of that competition. It
also significantly changed the pattern of international relations in a more general sense. The creation of so
many new countries, some of which occupied strategic locations, others of which possessed significant natural
resources, and most of which were desperately poor, altered the composition of the United Nations and
political complexity of every region of the globe. In the mid to late 19th century, the European powers
colonized much of Africa and Southeast Asia. During the decades of imperialism, the industrializing powers
of Europe viewed the African and Asian continents as reservoirs of raw materials, labor, and territory for
future settlement. In most cases, however, significant development and European settlement in these colonies
was sporadic. However, the colonies were exploited, sometimes brutally, for natural and labor resources, and
sometimes even for military conscripts. In addition, the introduction of colonial rule drew arbitrary natural
boundaries where none had existed before, dividing ethnic and linguistic groups and natural features, and
laying the foundation for the creation of numerous states lacking geographic, linguistic, ethnic, or political
affinity. After the Japanese surrender in , local nationalist movements in the former Asian colonies
campaigned for independence rather than a return to European colonial rule. In many cases, as in Indonesia
and French Indochina, these nationalists had been guerrillas fighting the Japanese after European surrenders,
or were former members of colonial military establishments. These independence movements often appealed
to the United States Government for support. While the United States generally supported the concept of
national self-determination, it also had strong ties to its European allies, who had imperial claims on their
former colonies. The Cold War only served to complicate the U. Several of the NATO allies asserted that their
colonial possessions provided them with economic and military strength that would otherwise be lost to the
alliance. Government did not force the issue, it encouraged the European imperial powers to negotiate an early
withdrawal from their overseas colonies. The United States granted independence to the Philippines in This
might serve to shift the international balance of power in favor of the Soviet Union and remove access to
economic resources from U. Events such as the Indonesian struggle for independence from the Netherlands
â€”50 , the Vietnamese war against France â€”54 , and the nationalist and professed socialist takeovers of
Egypt and Iran served to reinforce such fears, even if new governments did not directly link themselves to the
Soviet Union. Thus, the United States used aid packages, technical assistance and sometimes even military
intervention to encourage newly independent nations in the Third World to adopt governments that aligned
with the West. The Soviet Union deployed similar tactics in an effort to encourage new nations to join the
communist bloc, and attempted to convince newly decolonized countries that communism was an intrinsically
non-imperialist economic and political ideology. The newly independent nations that emerged in the s and the
s became an important factor in changing the balance of power within the United Nations. These new member
states had a few characteristics in common; they were non-white, with developing economies, facing internal
problems that were the result of their colonial past, which sometimes put them at odds with European
countries and made them suspicious of European-style governmental structures, political ideas, and economic
institutions. These countries also became vocal advocates of continuing decolonization, with the result that the
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UN Assembly was often ahead of the Security Council on issues of self-governance and decolonization. The
new nations pushed the UN toward accepting resolutions for independence for colonial states and creating a
special committee on colonialism, demonstrating that even though some nations continued to struggle for
independence, in the eyes of the international community, the colonial era was ending.
5: history of Southeast Asia | Facts, Kingdoms, & Maps | www.enganchecubano.com
The United States has "abandoned its traditional presence in the Asia Pacific," declares Korean expert Oh Ei Sun.
"Donald Trump is checking out of Asia," warns Peter Hartcher, international editor of The Sydney Morning Herald. From
Tokyo to Singapore, critics are questioning U.S. staying.

6: Asia - Wikipedia
The United States' military capabilities still dominate Asia. But China has started to wield growing military power and
economic leverage to reorder the region, pulling longtime American allies.
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