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1: Everyday Clothes - This Victorian Life
Everyday Life and Politics in Nineteenth Century Mexico provides a much needed synthesis of nineteenth-century
Mexico with an excellent balance of political economy, social and gender history that will surely become the de rigueur
introductory survey for students of Mexican history in general and nineteenth-century Mexican history in particular.

Sarah had never seen this painting before, but Maud was wearing her dress! The same dress, in blue cupro.
The process to produce it was invented in the s. It looks and feels like silk, but is easier to wash. As with the
painting of Maud Franklin, this was a work she had never seen before she made the dress! Wool brocade with
silk; skirt stiffened with horsehair. Copy right and bottom: Cotton velvet and silk; skirt stiffened with
horsehair. Sarah started sewing this dress in the summer of , and finally finished in March of This variety is
an example of a gown "gown" because it is one-piece, as opposed to a "dress" which technically denotes a
two-piece garment with separate skirt and bodice which would be worn around the house for daily chores. The
tea gown shown below is an antique from the s. It is made of cotton flannel, and was an item which would
have been ordered by mail through a catalogue. These were some of the first ready-made dresses for women.
Unlike most dresses, which would have been fit intimately in every dimension, the only fitting on this type of
tea gown is accomplished by cinching the built-in belt. Black and white dress, green dress Tea gowns in light
cotton. The fabrics are reproductions of fabrics specifically designed for tea gowns just like this one, and was
ordered from the - wrapper collection of Reproduction Fabrics: Notice the band collar, to which a detachable
collar is meant to be clipped. The original took advantage of the stripes in the fabric as a built-in guide for
gathering the pleats. Sarah made a copy out of heavy cotton canvas striped like the original for everyday use.
In the latter case, they would be removed upon arrival. Sarah created a pattern for hers based one seen in a
piece of art. It is cotton velvet, and trimmed it with a down feather boa. Original seen in painting Copy made
by Sarah. The waxed canvas is water-resistant, and our capes have buttons to keep them closed when the wind
blows. Both our capes were copied from an s original waxed canvas cape in our collection. Sarah sewed her
own cape. Copied from s original. Gray plaids were very popular for cycling outfits, since they did not show
dirt as readily as solid colors. The cycling cap was an early example of unisex clothing, since they were worn
by both men and women. Another interesting point about the cycling caps is that they - like a number of other
items of sports clothing - show some influence of military fashions. The photo at left shoes Sarah buttoning on
her gaiters using an antique buttonhook. Deerskin gauntlets, wool socks, tropical-weight wool shirt. Playing
sports was one of the few occasions on which it was acceptable for late 19th-century fully-grown men to wear
short pants, and for fully-grown women to wear short skirts. Excerpted from an cycling book: But this is no
longer the case, and a correctly dressed cyclist One reason for the protection which ladies undoubtedly find in
the C. Every day the public outside the sport become more and more used to the sight of a correctly dressed
cyclist, and the familiar grey dress of the lady rider, and the knee breeches, stockings, and short jackets of the
sterner sex, occasion no remark. The Badminton Library of Sports and Pastimes: The Duke of Beaufort, K.
The braiding details on the jacket are, like the cap, more examples of military influence. They also strengthen
the integrity of the garment, as described in the cycling book mentioned above: Flat bars of broad braid sewn
inside, across the chest of a military or cycling uniform, are remarkably efficacious in preventing the jacket
from stretching, and losing its shape. This fact was clearly proven by a well-known cyclist who had two
jackets of the same material and shape made at the same time, one braided and the other plain; the braided
one, though decidedly shabby, still keeps its shape and is usable, but the plain jacket has long since been
destroyed as shapeless and unwearable. They were made by: We bought the original antique from a man who
explores abandoned mining camps. The seller had found this jacket when investigating a mine shaft that had
caught on fire back in the late 19th-century. The jacket along with whatever else was to hand at the time had
been shoved into the cracks around the door blocking the shaft in an attempt to smother the blaze. When the
entrance to the mine later collapsed, the jacket was buried in an environment with virtually no oxygen - thus
preserving it until it was found in the 21st century. Katherine Andrews studied the original, and made a copy
of this unique garment for Gabriel to wear on a daily basis. Frogging the braided fastenings was common on
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uniform jackets, as well as in Chinese clothing. Townsend, in the Olympic Mountains, WA state. Rainier in
WA state. Sarah created the pattern of the outfit by examining antique clothing from the same period as the
photograph, analyzing their construction, and then copying the methods used. To learn more about Fay Fuller
and her historic climb in , visit: By the late nineteenth-century it was popular for anyone with an interest in
science to have a vasculum of their own, and even some children had them. Historic photo of children with
vasculum, Close up on vasculum.
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2: Literary realism - Wikipedia
While other resources focus on different aspects of the 19th century, such as the Civil War or immigration, this is the first
truly comprehensive treatment to cover all aspects of 19th-century history including: population, politics and government,
economy and work, society and culture, religion, social problems and reform, everyday life and foreign policy.

The Industrial Revolution placed women in roles of domesticity, while men earned wages and supported
families. Toward the middle of the century, these roles became less defined, although women continued to
work in subordinate positions and for less pay Work At the beginning of the 20th Century, middle class
families were largely composed of one income-earner, the male. Economic programs known as the New Deal,
implemented between and , further supported this structure. By , however, the burdens imposed by war forced
many families to collectively support each other. Women accepted lodgers while their men were away at war
and performed sewing and laundry to supplement male wages. In the s, an increasing number of married
women held formal jobs and 45 percent of the total workforce in consisted of women. They worked most
commonly in clerical, service and factory environments. Men, meanwhile, held decision-making positions and
dominated earned wages. Home Up to the 19th Century, American women toiled at home to educate children,
manufacture goods for general consumption and maintain farms. Women were then free to raise children and
manage the housekeeping, as men were expected for the first time to leave the homestead and earn wages.
During World War II, men were called to battle lines and women forced from home to hold college seats and
work. After the war, men returned home and reclaimed most jobs, thus leaving women once more to continue
serving as wives and mothers. In the s, women were expected to create inviting homes for men who worked all
day. Not until the s did females profoundly impact the workforce. Religion and Morality Through the late s
and early s, women were perceived as more morally upright than men. They were thus considered to be the
backbone of familial morals, and added to this was the belief that females were more religious than males.
This is largely because women composed the greatest number of church attendants, although men dominated
the roles of religious leaders. While women attended church, men questioned the existence of a god. This
struggle was identified in the April issue of "Time" magazine with an article titled, "Where is Man?: At this
time, the male-only government was believed to implement specific strategies to keep women out of the
workplace, muffle their political concerns and retain them at home. One such strategy was the diminished
access of birth control. After the 19th Amendment passed in , women voted with their husbands and fathers,
generally adhering to their beliefs because of shared concerns in social and economical matters. In the s, men
led protests concerning government involvement overseas and civil rights. Women also began to protest, but
with different intentions because the male population collectively labeled them as inferior. Their arguments
thus focused on exclusion from leadership roles and male-dominated work positions.
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3: â€“ in Western fashion - Wikipedia
Experience the nineteenth century through photographs that document world events or capture everyday life. The
invention of photography represented a turning point in nineteenth-century culture and visual experience.

In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Hispanic American Historical Review Men,
Women, and War. University of New Mexico Press, Mark Wasserman has taken on the considerable task of
making sense of the history of the turbulent nineteenth century in Mexico. The author also proposes to revive
"lively narrative" and "colorful biography" as tools of the historian in order to achieve a "balance" p. The first
of these themes, "the struggle of the common people to retain control over their everyday lives" p. Relying on
recent regional histories, the author stresses two fundamental points: Although the author also describes lives
of the middle and upper classes, a vivid and sobering portrait of daily life for the common people takes shape,
from the grinding of tortillas to religious processions [End Page ] to the filth and squalor of poor urban
neighborhoods. This approach serves as a refreshing antidote to elite histories that center Mexico City. For
instance, the percentage of widows increased from 33 percent in to 41 percent of all women by p. Still, one
wishes that the author had probed the larger meanings of gender relations, for example, in his discussion of
national identity and citizenship. Although not explicit, Mark Wasserman elaborates on a fourth theme, the
changing economy and the origins of underdevelopment. Despite a sympathetic explanation of the causes,
statements that situate Mexico in the modernist race to progress, in which it "fell irretrievably behind" p. Were
not economic outcomes also mutually constructed in a process of negotiation between local peoples and
external forces? The author demonstrates how during the wars, country people had leverage as elites sought
popular support for provisions and recruits to achieve victory. The commercialization of agriculture and the
privatization of land put them under tremendous stress that would culminate in the Revolution of The reader,
whether a seasoned investigator or undergraduate, will close this book with a new and profound appreciation
for the enormous obstacles Mexico faced, for the incredible determination of its peoples and leaders, and for
how the nation ever survived the nineteenth century intact. Blending clear organization and cogent analysis
with colorful narrative, it will make an excellent text for Latin American as well as You are not currently
authenticated. View freely available titles:
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4: Outside the Studio: The World From the 19th Century Through Amazing Photos ~ vintage everyday
EVERYDAY LIFE IN 19TH CENTURY BRITAIN. By Tim Lambert. Society in the 19th Century. During the 19th century
life in Britain was transformed by the Industrial Revolution.

Heidler In the early years of the American Republic the political ideals of the Revolution had pervaded the
daily lives of Americans, affirming and transforming the country and its people in the process. Rapid
developments in agriculture, encouraged by a strong sense of dignity in work and a bold new spirit of
ingenuity sharply reduced the percentage of people who made their living in the fields; the tone of religious
tolerance taken up by the founders manifested itself in a fervent yet diverse spiritual community; working and
educated citizens alike attended intellectual lectures together in an effort to become responsible and informed
citizens; and the family dynamic underwent a profound transformation, especially as it involved children, at
the hands of a new democratic idealism. David and Jeanne Heidler discuss the people who lived during this
critical time, and uncover the essential and unexpected realities of ordinary life in the early American republic.
Included are sections on agriculture; rituals of life, love, and death; employment and the economy; leisure;
religion; life beyond the mainstream; and life in the military. This volume is ideal for school and college
students, as well as anyone interested in examining the prosaic realities underpinning the lives of the people of
the time. A chronology of the time period, maps, illustrations, a bibliography and an index are also included.
Encyclopedia of the United States in the Nineteenth Century While other resources focus on different aspects
of the 19th century, such as the Civil War or immigration, this is the first truly comprehensive treatment to
cover all aspects of 19th-century history including: This set includes more than A-to-Z articles illustrated with
more than illustrations and maps, an exhaustive year-by-year chronology, original documents, tables and a
complete index. Thackeray In the year the United States was a fledgling nation. By the time the century ended
we had expanded westward exponentially, stamped our imprint as the major power in the Western hemisphere,
revolutionized our economy from agriculture to manufacturing, and suffered the schism of a civil war that
nearly brought the nation as conceived by our forefathers to an end. To help students better understand the
cataclysmic changes of this century, this unique resource offers detailed description and expert analysis of the
most important 19th-century events in America: Each of these events is dealt with in a separate chapter. A
factual introductory essay provides clear, concise information in chronological order. The interpretive essay,
written in a widely appealing style by a recognized authority, then places each event in a broader context and
explores the short-term and far-reaching ramifications of the event. A selected bibliography that follows
identifies the most important and recent scholarship about the event. A full-page photo or illustration of each
event portrays a visual component to the narrative. The volume contains three useful appendices: This work is
an ideal addition to the high school, community college, and undergraduate reference shelf, as well as
excellent supplementary reading in social studies and American history courses. Victorian America, to by
Crandall A. Shifflett; Rick Balkin Editor Victorian America, to investigates America during a period of
immense innovation and profound change. Illustrating numerous aspects of American life, both public and
private, the book is a kind of mosaic, from which we discover what Americans ate; what they wore; what they
did for entertainment; what songs they sang; what games they played; what books they read; who they voted
for; what they worried about; how much they earned and how they spent it; what they grew, manufactured,
and produced; how they did or did not provide social services; how they celebrated themselves in three World
s Fairs; and much, much more. Readers will find in these pages many perspectives on the culture, the arts, the
economy, the politics, and the conditions of ordinary life in the United States during the period between the
Civil War and World War I. They will find evidence of diversity, growth, and prosperity, as well as of bigotry,
economic blight, and miserable existences wasted in ill-compensated toil. They will find the mansions of
Newport and the slums of the Lower East Side, the open door to immigrants and the confinement of the
Indians of the western frontier, the capital accumulation of the robber barons and the struggles of workers
including child labor for dignity and decent wages. They will find the overwhelming development of
technology for example, the invention and spread of the light bulb, the telephone, the automobile, the airplane,
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and the movies as it fueled the country s growth and changed America forever. In short, Victorian America, to
reflects all the variety and contradiction of American life in this extraordinary historical era. Carefully chosen
and representative information, in a concise, easy-to-use mix of documents, text, tables, and illustrations,
allows the reader to sample the texture and flavor of Victorian America. The World almanac and book of facts
Summary holdings: Published annually since , this compendium of information is the authoritative source for
all your entertainment, reference, and learning needs. The edition of The World Almanac reviews the events of
and will be your go-to source for any questions on any topic in the upcoming year.
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5: What Were the Traditional Gender Roles of Men & Women in the s? | Our Everyday Life
The 19th Century was a period of tremendous change in the daily lives of the average Americans. Never before had
such change occurred so rapidly or and had affected such a broad range of people.

Innovation and Technology in the 19th Century Question How did innovation and technology change life in
the 19th century? Answer There were two technological innovations that profoundly changed daily life in the
19th century. According to some, the development and application of steam engines and electricity to various
tasks such as transportation and the telegraph, affected human life by increasing and multiplying the
mechanical power of human or animal strength or the power of simple tools. Those who lived through these
technological changes, felt them to be much more than technological innovations. Our fathers gave us liberty,
but little did they dream The grand results that pour along this mighty age of steam; For our mountains, lakes
and rivers are all a blaze of fire, And we send our news by lightning on the telegraphic wires. Apart from the
technological inventions themselves, daily life in the 19th century was profoundly changed by the innovation
of reorganizing work as a mechanical process, with humans as part of that process. This meant, in part,
dividing up the work involved in manufacturing so that each single workman performed only one stage in the
manufacturing process, which was previously broken into sequential parts. Before, individual workers
typically guided the entire process of manufacturing from start to finish. This was an essential element of the
industrialization that advanced throughout the 19th century. Individuals experienced this reorganization as
conflict: From the viewpoint of individual workers, it was felt as bringing good and bad changes to their daily
lives. On the one hand, it threatened the integrity of the family because people were drawn away from home to
work in factories and in dense urban areas. It threatened their individual autonomy because they were no
longer masters of the work of their hands, but rather more like cogs in a large machine performing a limited
set of functions, and not responsible for the whole. On the other hand, it made it possible for more and more
people to enjoy goods that only the wealthy would have been able to afford in earlier times or goods that had
never been available to anyone no matter how wealthy. The rationalization of the manufacturing process
broadened their experiences through varied work, travel, and education that would have been impossible
before. For more information J. Bernal, Science and Industry in the Nineteenth Century. Indiana University
Press, First edition published Thomas Parke Hughes, American Genesis: A History of the American Genius
for Invention. Walter Licht, Industrializing America: Johns Hopkins University Press, Carroll Pursell, The
Machine in America: A Social History of Technology. About the Author Historian John Buescher is an author
and professor who formerly headed Tibetan language broadcasts at Voice of America.
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6: Everyday Clothing
In the history of painting, the nineteenth century is of capital importance ; such were the developments it brought forth,
such was the scale and importance of their repercussions, that it deserves to be called 'unique'.

People sought efficiency and variety; under the influence of the Industrial Revolution , improved
transportation and introduction of machines in manufacturing allowed fashion to develop at an even faster
pace. The first sewing machine emerged in , and later, Josef Madersperger began developing his first sewing
machine in , presenting his first working machine in The introduction of the sewing machine sped up garment
production. These durable and affordable fabrics became popular among the majority population. These
techniques were further developed by the introduction of machines. Before, accessories like embroidery and
lace were manufactured on a small and limited scale by skilled craftsmen and sold in their own shops; in , a
machine for embroidering was constructed by John Duncan, and people started producing these essential
accessories in factories and dispatching the products to shops throughout the country. These technical
developments in clothing production allowed a greater variety of styles; rapid changes in fashion also became
possible. When Louis Simond first arrived to America, he was struck by the mobility of the population and
frequency of people made trips to the capital, writing "you meet nowhere with those persons who never were
out of their native place, and whose habits are wholly local â€” nobody above poverty who has not visited
London once in his life; and most of those who can, visit once a year. The rise of industry throughout the
Western world increased garment production and people were encouraged to travel more widely and purchase
more goods than ever before. It was best known for its fashion plates of Regency era styles, showing how
women should dress and behave. Dressmakers would show the fashion-plates to their customers, so that
customers could catch up to the latest styles. For women, tightly laced corsets and brocade gave way to a
celebration of the natural form. Bodices were short with waistlines falling just below the bust. The Empire
silhouette defines a dress with a high waist and a long and loosely falling skirt, which lengthens and flatters
the body but does not always make it look slim. Fabrics were light to the point of being sheer below the
bodice, which made them easier to keep clean. It was the type of gown a woman wore from morning until
noon or later depending on her social engagements of the day. The short-waisted dresses sported soft, loose
skirts and were often made of white, almost transparent muslin , which was easily washed and draped loosely
like the garments on Greek and Roman statues. Satin was sometimes worn for evening wear. Thus during the
â€” period, it was often possible for middle- and upper-class women to wear clothes that were not very
confining or cumbersome, and still be considered decently and fashionably dressed. Among middle- and
upper-class women there was a basic distinction between "morning dress" worn at home in the afternoons as
well as mornings and evening attire â€” generally, both men and women changed clothes in preparation for the
evening meal and possible entertainments to follow. There were also further gradations such as afternoon
dress, walking dress, riding habits , travelling dress, dinner dress, etc. In the morning the arms and bosom
must be completely covered to the throat and wrists. From the dinner-hour to the termination of the day, the
arms, to a graceful height above the elbow, may be bare; and the neck and shoulders unveiled as far as
delicacy will allow. They were high-necked and long-sleeved, covering throat and wrists, and generally plain
and devoid of decoration. Evening gowns were often extravagantly trimmed and decorated with lace, ribbons,
and netting. They were cut low and sported short sleeves, baring bosoms. Bared arms were covered by long
white gloves. Our Lady of Distinction, however, cautions young women from displaying their bosoms beyond
the boundaries of decency, saying, "The bosom and shoulders of a very young and fair girl may be displayed
without exciting much displeasure or disgust. The mature matron could wear fuller colors, such as purple,
black, crimson, deep blue, or yellow. Women financially and socially relied on their husbands. The only
socially-acceptable activities in which women could participate centered around social gatherings and fashion,
the most important component of which was attending evening parties. These parties helped to build
relationships and connection with others. As etiquette dictated different standards of attire for different events,
afternoon dress, evening dress, evening full dress, ball dress, and different type of dresses were popular. It
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popularized the empire silhouette, which featured a fitted bodice and high waist. Clothing became lighter and
easier to care for than in the past. Women often wore several layers of clothing, typically undergarments,
gowns, and outerwear. The chemise, the standard undergarment of the era, prevented the thin, gauzy dresses
from being fully transparent. Outerwear, such as the spencer and the pelisse, were popular. The empire
silhouette was created in the late 18th century to about early 19th century, and referred to the period of the
First French Empire. The style was often worn in white to denote as a high social status. Josephine Bonaparte
was the one of the figureheads for the Empire waistline, with her elaborated and decorated Empire line
dresses. Regency women followed the Empire style along the same trend of raised waistlines as French styles,
even when their countries were at war. After , waistlines rose dramatically and the skirt circumference was
further reduced. Few years later, England and France started to show the focus of high waist style and this led
to the creation of Empire style. French lady in ; the style was often accompanied by a shawl or similar wrap, or
a short "Spencer" jacket, as the dresses were light and left much uncovered The style began as part of
Neoclassical fashion , reviving styles from Greco-Roman art which showed women wearing loose fitting
rectangular tunics known as peplos which were belted under the bust, providing support for women and a cool,
comfortable outfit especially in warm climate. The empire silhouette was defined by the waistline, which was
positioned directly under the bust. The dresses were usually light, long and fit loosely, they were usually in
white and often sheer from the ankle to just below the bodice which strongly emphasized thin hem and tied
around the body. A long rectangular shawl or wrap, very often plain red but with a decorated border in
portraits, helped in colder weather, and was apparently lain around the midriff when seatedâ€”for which
sprawling semi-recumbent postures were favored. The dresses had a fitted bodice and it gave a high-waist
appearance. The style had waxed and waned in fashion for hundreds of years. The clothing can also be draped
to maximize the bust. Lightweight fabrics were typically used to create a flowing effect. Also, ribbon, sash,
and other decorative features were used to highlight the waistline. The empire gowns were often with low
neckline and short sleeves and women usually worn them as evening dresses. On the other hand, day gowns
had higher neckline and long sleeves. The chemisette was a staple for fashionable ladies. Although there were
differences between day dresses and evening dresses, the high waistline was not changed. Hairstyles and
headgear[ edit ] Miniature portrait of a Russian lady, Russian school, c. Madame Murat wears the formal red
train of court dress over her high-waisted gown. During this period, the classical influence extended to
hairstyles. Often masses of curls were worn over the forehead and ears, with the longer back hair drawn up
into loose buns or Psyche knots influenced by Greek and Roman styles. By the later s, front hair was parted in
the center and worn in tight ringlets over the ears. Nothing can correspond more elegantly with the
untrammeled drapery of our newly-adopted classic raiment than this undecorated coiffure of nature.
Fashionable women wore similar caps for morning at home undress wear. However most women continued to
wear something on their head outdoors, though they were beginning to cease to do so indoors during the day
as well as for evening wear. The antique head-dress, or Queen Mary coif , Chinese hat, Oriental inspired
turban, and Highland helmet were popular. As for bonnets, their crowns and brims were adorned with
increasingly elaborate ornamentations, such as feathers and ribbons. Two English girls practice archery, Artist
Rolinda Sharples wears her hair in a mass of curls; her mother wears a sheer indoor cap, c. Mme Seriziat
wears a straw bonnet trimmed with green ribbon over a lace mob cap, painting by Jacques-Louis David
Fashionable bonnet, Paris, Undergarments[ edit ] illustration of underclothes, showing one form of Regency
"stays" Fashionable women of the Regency era wore several layers of undergarments. The first was the
chemise , or shift, a thin garment with tight, short sleeves and a low neckline if worn under evening wear ,
made of white cotton and finished with a plain hem that was shorter than the dress. These shifts were meant to
protect the outer-clothes from perspiration and were washed more frequently than outer clothes. In fact,
washer women of the time used coarse soap when scrubbing these garments, then plunged them in boiling
water, hence the absence of color, lace, or other embellishments, which would have faded or damaged the
fabric under such rough treatment. Chemises and shifts also prevented the transparent muslin or silk dresses
from being too revealing. The next layer was a pair of stays or corset. However, high-waisted classical
fashions required no corset for the slight of figure, and there were some experiments to produce garments
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which would serve the same functions as a modern brassiere. Made of steel or iron that was covered by a type
of padding, and shaped like a triangle, this device was placed in the center of the chest. The final layer was the
petticoat , which could have a scooped neckline and was sleeveless, and was fitted in the back with hooks and
eyelets , buttons or tapes. These petticoats were often worn between the underwear and the outer dress and
was considered part of the outer clothing not underwear. The lower edge of the petticoat was intended to be
seen, since women would often lift their outer dresses to spare the relatively delicate material of the outer
dress from mud or damp so exposing only the coarser and cheaper fabric of the petticoat to risk. Often
exposed to view, petticoats were decorated at the hem with rows of tucks or lace, or ruffles. They were tied
separately around the waist. Coat-like garments such as pelisses and redingotes were popular, as were shawls,
mantles, mantelets, capes and cloaks. The mantelet was a short cape that was eventually lengthened and made
into a shawl. Shawls were made of soft cashmere or silk or even muslin for summer. Paisley patterns were
extremely popular at the time. On May 6, , Jane Austen wrote her sister Cassandra, "Black gauze cloaks are
worn as much as anything. Metal pattens were strapped on shoes to protect them from rain or mud, raising the
feet an inch or so off the ground. Accessories[ edit ] ca. When worn inside, as when making a social call, or on
formal occasions, such as a ball, they were removed when dining. If the prevailing fashion be to reject the long
sleeve, and to partially display the arm, let the glove advance considerably above the elbow, and there be
fastened with a draw-string or armlet. But this should only be the case when the arm is muscular, coarse, or
scraggy. When it is fair, smooth, and round, it will admit of the glove being pushed down to a little above the
wrists. As described in the passage above, "garters" could fasten longer gloves. Reticules held personal items,
such as vinaigrettes. The form-fitting dresses or frocks of the day had no pockets, thus these small drawstring
handbags were essential. These handbags were often called buskins or balantines. They were rectangular in
shape and was worn suspended by a woven band from a belt placed around the figure above the waist. Slender
and light in weight, they came in a variety of shapes, colors, and sizes. Fashionable ladies and gentlemen used
fans to cool themselves and to enhance gestures and body language.
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7: Life in the 19th Century
I have handfuls of patterns that I've taken from originals, or adapted from originals. I'm thinking of posting a handful of
them. Very soonish, I'm posting an adapted midth century small cap pattern, a ca. corset cover pattern (about a dress
size 4), and /40s high or low spats pattern.

Background[ edit ] Broadly defined as "the representation of reality", [2] realism in the arts is the attempt to
represent subject matter truthfully, without artificiality and avoiding artistic conventions, as well as
implausible, exotic and supernatural elements. Realism has been prevalent in the arts at many periods, and is
in large part a matter of technique and training, and the avoidance of stylization. In the visual arts, illusionistic
realism is the accurate depiction of lifeforms, perspective, and the details of light and colour. Realist works of
art may emphasize the ugly or sordid, such as works of social realism , regionalism , or Kitchen sink realism.
There have been various realism movements in the arts, such as the opera style of verismo , literary realism,
theatrical realism and Italian neorealist cinema. The realism art movement in painting began in France in the s,
after the Revolution. It aims to reproduce " objective reality ", and focused on showing everyday, quotidian
activities and life, primarily among the middle or lower class society, without romantic idealization or
dramatization. As literary critic Ian Watt states in The Rise of the Novel, modern realism "begins from the
position that truth can be discovered by the individual through the senses" and as such "it has its origins in
Descartes and Locke , and received its first full formulation by Thomas Reid in the middle of the eighteenth
century. Starting around , the driving motive of modernist literature was the criticism of the 19th-century
bourgeois social order and world view, which was countered with an antirationalist, antirealist and
antibourgeois program. Social novel Social Realism is an international art movement that includes the work of
painters, printmakers, photographers and filmmakers who draw attention to the everyday conditions of the
working classes and the poor, and who are critical of the social structures that maintain these conditions. Its
protagonists usually could be described as angry young men, and it often depicted the domestic situations of
working-class Britons living in cramped rented accommodation and spending their off-hours drinking in
grimy pubs , to explore social issues and political controversies. The films, plays and novels employing this
style are set frequently in poorer industrial areas in the North of England , and use the rough-hewn speaking
accents and slang heard in those regions. The gritty love-triangle of Look Back in Anger, for example, takes
place in a cramped, one-room flat in the English Midlands. The conventions of the genre have continued into
the s, finding expression in such television shows as Coronation Street and EastEnders. Proletarian literature
Socialist realism is the official Soviet art form that was institutionalized by Joseph Stalin in and was later
adopted by allied Communist parties worldwide. The Statute of the Union of Soviet Writers in stated that
socialist realism is the basic method of Soviet literature and literary criticism. It demands of the artist the
truthful, historically concrete representation of reality in its revolutionary development. Moreover, the
truthfulness and historical concreteness of the artistic representation of reality must be linked with the task of
ideological transformation and education of workers in the spirit of socialism. However, the changes were
gradual since the social realism tradition was so ingrained into the psyche of the Soviet literati that even
dissidents followed the habits of this type of composition, rarely straying from its formal and ideological
mold. This movement has been existing for at least fifteen years and was first seen during the Bolshevik
Revolution. The official definition of social realism has been criticized for its conflicting framework. While
the concept itself is simple, discerning scholars struggle in reconciling its elements. According to Peter Kenez,
"it was impossible to reconcile the teleological requirement with realistic presentation," further stressing that
"the world could either be depicted as it was or as it should be according to theory, but the two are obviously
not the same. Naturalism in 19th-century French literature Naturalism was a literary movement or tendency
from the s to s that used detailed realism to suggest that social conditions, heredity , and environment had
inescapable force in shaping human character. It was a mainly unorganized literary movement that sought to
depict believable everyday reality , as opposed to such movements as Romanticism or Surrealism , in which
subjects may receive highly symbolic, idealistic or even supernatural treatment. Naturalism was an outgrowth
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of literary realism, a prominent literary movement in midth-century France and elsewhere. Naturalistic works
tend to focus on the darker aspects of life, including poverty, racism , violence, prejudice, disease, corruption,
prostitution , and filth. As a result, naturalistic writers were frequently criticized for focusing too much on
human vice and misery. This argument is based on the idea that we do not often get what is real correctly. To
present reality, we draw on what is "real" according to how we remember it as well as how we experience it.
However, remembered or experienced reality does not always correspond to what the truth is. Instead, we
often obtain a distorted version of it that is only related to what is out there or how things really are. Realism is
criticized for its supposed inability to address this challenge and such failure is seen as tantamount to a
complicity in a creating a process wherein "the artefactual nature of reality is overlooked or even concealed.
The burgeoning literary concept that Australia was an extension of another, more distant country, was
beginning to infiltrate into writing: Henry Handel Richardson , author of post- Federation novels such as
Maurice Guest and The Getting of Wisdom , was said to have been heavily influenced by French and
Scandinavian realism. In the twentieth century, as the working-class community of Sydney proliferated, the
focus was shifted from the bush archetype to a more urban, inner-city setting: Monkey Grip concerns itself
with a single-mother living in a succession of Melbourne share-houses, as she navigates her increasingly
obsessive relationship with a drug addict who drifts in and out of her life. He also claims that the form
addressed the interests and capacities of the new middle-class reading public and the new book trade evolving
in response to them. A Study of Provincial Life â€”72 , described by novelists Martin Amis and Julian Barnes
as the greatest novel in the English language, is a work of realism. Middlemarch also shows the deeply
reactionary mindset within a settled community facing the prospect of what to many is unwelcome social,
political and technological change. These books draw on his experience of life in the Staffordshire Potteries ,
an industrial area encompassing the six towns that now make up Stoke-on-Trent in Staffordshire , England.
George Moore, whose most famous work is Esther Waters , was also influenced by the naturalism of Zola.
Twain was the first major author to come from the interior of the country, and he captured its distinctive,
humorous slang and iconoclasm. For Twain and other American writers of the late 19th century, realism was
not merely a literary technique: It was a way of speaking truth and exploding worn-out conventions. Crane
was primarily a journalist who also wrote fiction, essays, poetry, and plays. Crane saw life at its rawest, in
slums and on battlefields. His haunting Civil War novel, The Red Badge of Courage , was published to great
acclaim in , but he barely had time to bask in the attention before he died, at 28, having neglected his health.
He has enjoyed continued success ever sinceâ€”as a champion of the common man, a realist, and a symbolist.
A Girl of the Streets , is one of the best, if not the earliest, naturalistic American novel. It is the harrowing
story of a poor, sensitive young girl whose uneducated, alcoholic parents utterly fail her. In love, and eager to
escape her violent home life, she allows herself to be seduced into living with a young man, who soon deserts
her. When her self-righteous mother rejects her, Maggie becomes a prostitute to survive, but soon commits
suicide out of despair. His novels, of which Ragged Dick is a typical example, were hugely popular in their
day.
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Everyday Life and Politics in Nineteenth Century Mexico: Men, Women, and War. By Mark Wasserman (Albuquerque,
University of New Mexico Press, ) pp. $ cloth $ paper. Mexico's nineteenth-century history, long regarded as hopelessly
chaotic and populated by sycophantic leaders, has become a popular digging trench in recent years.

A question many visitors ask me on this blog is about the daily life in the 19th century. Not about the big
historical happenings or affairs, those are usually fairly well-known. The urban middle classes were expanding
at a high rate. This meant there was more money to buy books, more leisure time to read books, and more
children who had had enough education to be able to read for pleasure. In the 18th century and prior to that,
there had been some texts especially for children. These were usually religious tracts or educational booklets.
In the 19th century, many other genres of literature were developed. There was something for everyone: These
books were written partially to entertain, and partially to shape the minds of young girls and prepare them for
a life of domesticity. By reading about exemplary good girls, who were happy, patient and caring, it was
hoped that this spirit was distilled in little girls also. Showing girls who overcame their flaws like impatience
or vanity or poor girls who ended up well by being sweet and good, these books meant to inspire young girls
to be a valuable part of society. By their very nature, some of these books might be a little flavorless.
However, I compiled a small list of books that are not terribly exciting, yet sweet and comforting and very
educating on the daily life of the 19th century. Download them onto your ereader and read some whenever you
feel you need a bit of calm, and I promise you, you will get not just a great glimpse of Victorian life but really
start to understand the minds and world views of those who lived in the 19th century. This book tells of a
young girl growing up on a farm in a small town in the Netherlands, around The book was part of an
American series about children all around the world, and therefore makes a point to really explain very clearly
how things were done in the s. At the end of the book the writer fearlessly travels to America by steamer, and
tells of the amazing things she sees. The book is at times fairly stiff because of the many descriptions, but at
times really moving and personal. You can read When I was a Girl in Holland here. Farmer Boy This book is
part of the Little House series. While the other books in the series focus on the life of pioneers on the prairie,
this book recalls the daily life of a farmer in the in Malone, NY. It gives a lot of great information on the
amount of work that was done and how it was done, from sowing the seeds and hoeing the weeds to spinning
and weaving cloth to make clothes. A summary for you: Also, vinegar pies were baked when there were no
lemons to make lemon pie. You can read the book online here. Many people know the novel Little Women,
most because they saw the movie. But did you know there were actually four novels in this series? If you want
to learn about the role of women in Victorian society and about stereotypes, docility and feminine behavior,
these books are a great way to start. These books feature four women who all navigate life quite differently.
Did you know soured milk was used to make cakes rise when there was not enough baking powder around?
You can read them and all other novels by Alcott here. There are two books in this series, centering around the
girl Polly. The books are sweet and charming though somewhat moral, and will give you a great look in the
mind of people from the 19th century. Especially nice I found the passage where a grandmother tells stories
from her youth. No dates are mentioned but you might assume the stories take place in the early 18th century
or even late 18th century. To hear what girls did for fun in those times is truly something special. An
Old-Fashioned Girl can be read here. As you can see this post was sponsored by Grammarly, which I found to
be an excellent and very convenient tool. Do check it out, if you do a lot of writing.
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The 19th century was the age of machine toolsâ€”tools that made toolsâ€”machines that made parts for other machines,
including interchangeable parts. The assembly line was invented during the 19th century, speeding up the factory
production of consumer goods.

View all About the Images The images in this topic show how Californians in the late 19th century worked
and played. Many of these photographs reflect the manual labor mining, logging, agriculture and services like
barber shops and grocery stores that supported the rapid growth of cities and towns. As they do today, people
spent their free time doing quiet activities like painting, enjoying themselves outdoors, riding bicycles and
camping. Overview Just as they do today, people in the late 19th century worked to earn a living, and enjoyed
having fun in their free time. People of wealth or privilege, such as author Robert Louis Stevenson and his
friends, enjoyed yacht bay cruises. As the railroad linked the east and west coasts, more and more people
poured into California. The "wild West" disappeared; people of European descent increasingly came into
contact with Native Americans and forced them off their lands,killed them, or pressured them to assimilate ;
and cities and towns grew quickly. Loggers, like these near Fresno, cut down trees to provide lumber for
houses, buildings, and ships. The Gold Rush was over by the late s, but there was still work to be found in
mining, as these images of placer miners in Tuolumne County illustrate. Mercury miners at the New Almaden
Quicksilver Mine in Santa Clara the largest in the United States are seen riding a crude elevator up from the
underground mines. In a photo from , two young barbers offer shaves for a dime in Anaheim. In a photograph
taken around the same time, dressed carcasses hanging in front of T. A blacksmith in Covina is shown forging
iron shoes for the horses that were still the primary mode of transportation for most people. Small and large
farms, like those depicted here, were also a source of income for many people. The introduction of
mechanized machinery, like that shown in Pleasant Grove in , made the work go faster. In the background,
you can see the workhorse in use at the same time. Some farms, like the Bullard Winery in Anaheim, were
more specialized. This photograph shows three people bottling wine. Produce from the farms went to markets
in towns and cities, but it was also sold by independent sellers. In one image a Chinese immigrant around ,
deprived of the right to earn a living by the Chinese Exclusion Act , is peddling produce from large baskets he
carries on his shoulders. Entertainments ranged from novel spectator sports â€” like the San Diegans watching
a hot air balloon in â€” to the athletic. A new national craze swept America: The two young racers pictured
here eventually became Pacific Coast riding champions. Some, like the Schmidt family shown having a
painting lesson in their parlor, engaged in quieter activities. School children participated in organized fun,
such as this Maypole dance in San Mateo, and the hoop drill at a school in Pasadena. With the closing of the
frontier apparent, the preservation of the West became an issue. People began to spend their leisure time not in
town, but in the wildernessâ€”now beginning to be organized into parklandsâ€”as campers. As campers do
today, they fished and hiked and climbed mountains â€” although, as is evident in some of these images, they
wore somewhat more formal attire. As forests continued to be cleared for other purposes, the remaining big
trees, and the stumps that were left, became tourist attractions in their own right. Go to first item Credits: You
are free to share and adapt it however you like, provided you provide attribution as follows: Please note that
this license applies only to the descriptive copy and does not apply to any and all digital items that may
appear.
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