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Both candidates are struggling to be heard by a cranky electorate who has come to place little faith in the
claims of politicians. But it may also be that the voters both campaigns are desperately trying to reach have
tuned out the political press as well. The next leaked videos to surface could feature Obama holding a Young
Socialists meeting in the Oval Office and Romney being carried on a sedan chair into a meeting with the Koch
Brothers and voters would shrug. For most voters in this politically polarized nation, there is nearly nothing
that could change their votes. For the 5 percent to 10 percent of those who still say they are undecided, it
seems unlikely that they pay much attention to the political press. Do you know any political junkies who are
undecided? Interest in these kinds of daily messaging mash-ups requires some serious motivation - a rooting
interest in the race. How could anyone endure the daily grind of politics without either a paycheck or a
partisan posture? And in this election that offers the starkest ideological contrast in more than a generation,
how else could one manage to be undecided other than not paying too much attention. Now, there are
worrisome signs for both candidates in the polls. After being underwater for most of the spring and nearly all
of the summer, Obama is back in positive territory and closing in on the 50 percent mark. The president has
lots to worry about too, especially as it relates to independents. The president is also still struggling in
measures of voter intensity. In the Associated Press poll out today, Obama leads Romney by a staggering 52
percent to 37 percent among all adults. But among likely voters, the race is deadlocked: Obama 47 percent,
Romney 46 percent. If Romney retreats back into a message about managerial competency instead of the
contrast race he described in his leaked video and embraced with his selection of Paul Ryan as his running
mate, undecided and persuadable voters will be shown ample evidence that it is Obama, not Romney, who has
the skills to be the CEO of the federal government. What is her great demand? Why was she the big star? That
is personification of the idea of entitlement, of victimization. That is entire idea of ask not what you can do for
your country. Ask what your country can do for you. This is exactly what Romney is talking about. Catch
Chris Live online daily at
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From the s through the Civil War and after, the press was in the thick of politics, not just influencing the party
system through its coverage habits, but acting as a basic working component of that system, directly
accountable for its outcomes. To a very large degree, party politics in this period was newspaper based.
Another reason may be less obvious: On a more concrete level, the antebellum parties were almost
non-existent, despite the fact that they competed fiercely in every town, county, and state. Parties were not
legally recognized by government, meaning there were no voter registrations, official ballots, national party
offices, or formal party leaders in Congress. The parties possessed no permanent institutional structures, to say
nothing of the large office buildings, permanent staffs, and wads of money that they acquired later. Formal
party institutions like national conventions and committees were late innovations. Partly because of their
institutional insubstantiality, antebellum parties came, went, and radically transformed themselves with
alarming frequency. Outside of election time, the party organizations themselves consisted of little more than
the citizens, politicians, and newspapers that supported them. In this situation, the local party newspapers were
the only corporeal or institutional form that the parties had in many communities. A subscription to a partisan
newspaper, or regular readership of one in a tavern or reading room, was the only real form of party
membership that existed in this age long before voter registration. Newspaper offices often served as the
unofficial clubhouses and reading rooms of local parties, and newspaper columns were the major source of
party doctrine and strategy for activists and voters alike. No politician, party, or faction believed that they
could accomplish anything without a newspaper, and the first sign of a factional split in a party was usually
the founding of a new newspaper. Similar observations could be made not just about parties, but about
political associations of all kinds, including religious groups, moral reform movements, ethnic communities,
and even the Cherokee Nation. Thus, one should think of the early political parties and the political press as
not just intimately associated, but fused together as constituent elements of the same system. The use of
newspapers to accomplish political ends had roots in America going as far back as the s, but the press gained
its reputation for tremendous political efficacy during the American Revolution. The leading Revolutionaries
firmly believed that newspapers were a crucial tool in their efforts to build opposition to the British in the s
and s. After the war, the press was crucial in the selling of the new Constitution to the nation in and This latter
practice allowed a host of small weekly newspapers, each with a circulation from a few hundred to a few
thousand, to form together a kind of national network. Each printer needed to supply relatively little original
material himself, but anything he did originate had a potentially large audience extending far beyond his local
area. When newspapers began to identify with the Democratic Republicans or Federalists, what was in essence
a subsidized national system of political communication sprang into being, with each party, and often each
faction within each party, eventually gaining outlets in almost all significant places. In fact, they were opposed
to political parties in general. John Adams , Samuel Adams , Thomas Jefferson , Alexander Hamilton , and
others had made heavy and often sensationalistic use of the press in the movement for independence from
Great Britain. Yet despite their experience rousing the rabble with newspapers and pamphlets, the founders do
not seem to have envisioned agitprop as the future of the American press. Thus, it seemed more than enough
when Boston businessman John Fenno showed up in the national capital and started the Gazette of the United
States , a would-be national newspaper intended to "endear the general government to the people" by printing
documents and congressional proceedings, along with letters, essays, and even poetry hailing President
Washington and Vice President John Adams as gods among men. Anyone who remembered the vicious
newspaper wars of the Revolution, the kind that still occasionally broke out in local politics, might have
predicted that the U. When fundamental disagreements broke out among the leading members of the cabinet, it
was only natural that the combatants reached for journalistic weapons. Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson
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became convinced that Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton was leading the administration in a
dangerously pro-British and antidemocratic direction. Jefferson, however, could not lead the opposition
himself and still remain within the administration or retain his status as a respectable statesman. The National
Gazette, which folded in , set a precedent that would be followed again and again in the following century as
politicians and parties looked to newspapers as their primary public champions in the bruising battles that
followed the Jefferson-Hamilton split. The Adams administration tried to crush this network with the Alien
and Sedition Acts in , but the attempt backfired. So many printers, politicians, and citizens were outraged by
this blatant attempt to destroy press freedom for political gain that the Jeffersonian newspaper network got
even bigger, despite the fact that all the most prominent opposition papers were hit and numerous editors
jailed or ruined. Unlike the media of the late-twentieth- and early-twenty-first centuries, early American
newspapers usually did not claim to be "fair and balanced," especially after the Alien and Sedition Acts. As
valuable as newspaper networks were, financing them was always a problem, since the basic purpose of
seriously partisan newspapers was building political support rather than making money. Party supporters were
urged to buy subscriptions the main way that most newspapers were sold , but this was rarely enough to keep
outlets going in every small town. The difference was made up by politicizing the process of printing
government documents. There were no public printing agencies, so the work was contracted outâ€”often at
generous ratesâ€”by party officeholders to allied newspaper publishers. After the election of , the first business
of any party, faction, candidate, or movement was to establish newspapers or recruit existing ones. Within a
few years, the Bucktails had forty-nine journals in their camp. In the chaotic race to succeed President James
Monroe in , all five major hopefuls banked on newspaper support. Secretary of War John C. Speaker of the
House Henry Clay tried to start his own Washington paper but failed, relying instead on a network of papers
back home in the Ohio Valley and the partial support of the National Intelligencer, the major organ of the
Jefferson and Madison administrations. A popular biography and song "The Hunters of Kentucky" about his
war exploits first brought Jackson to prominence, and Pennsylvania newspaper editors John McFarland and
Stephen Simpson invented Jackson as a serious presidential candidate in When Adams won the election of
over Jackson through an alleged corrupt bargain in Congress, Jackson supporters mounted a newspaper
campaign that surpassed even what had been done for Jefferson. By every major city and town had a
Jacksonian paper, and many new journals appeared, even in obscure places like Easton, Pennsylvania, and
Vevay, Indiana, especially for the campaign. Understanding exactly the role that newspaper editors played in
his campaigns, Jackson publicly expressed his gratitude to the newspapers that supported him by appointing at
least seventy journalists to federal offices and allowing several key editors to play crucial roles in his
administration. After Jackson, more and more newspapers became involved in each succeeding campaign, and
more and more editors in each succeeding administration, with similar trends occurring in most states. By the
s, journalists were starting to run for office in their own right. Hundreds would serve in Congress, and
thousands more in positions from postmaster and state legislator to the highest posts in the land. This
convergence of parties and the press was most evident between the turn of the nineteenth century and the Civil
War , but it remained strong in many rural locations until the twentieth century. Though always remaining
close, the media-politics relationship nevertheless changed a great deal over that period. Like everything else
in American life, newspaper politics was severely affected by the industrial and corporate revolution that
began during the s and s and reached its peak at the turn of the twentieth century. Vast amounts of money
flowed into the political system as campaigning expanded and businessmen sought the myriad benefits that
government had to offer. Banks, real estate speculators, and transportation companies especially railroads led
the way, seeking land grants, financial aid, lenient laws, and favorable decisions on their interests. The new
campaign money flowed especially into the newspaper business. It became increasingly common for local
party leaders to publish special newspapers that were wholly devoted to politics and existed only for the
duration of the campaign, typically from the early summer to November of a presidential election year. The
trend exploded during the infamous " Log Cabin Campaign" of , when the new Whig Party, armed with
generous funds from the business interests that tended to favor it over the Democrats, created nearly one
hundred campaign newspapers across the country as part of their effort to give their candidate, Virginia-born
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aristocrat William Henry Harrison , the image of a hard-drinking, hard-fighting frontier Indian fighter like
Andrew Jackson. These new journals were sold on the street rather than only by subscription, at a much lower
price point that allowed sales of hundreds of thousands copies. Print runs of this magnitude were made
possible only by new steam-driven presses. Outrageous political rhetoric became one more way to entertain
readers and boost circulation, and the political independence that penny press lords like James Gordon Bennett
of the New York Herald preened themselves over often amounted only to the ability to support violently a
president or policy one week and then turn around and bash it just as hard the next. The New York penny
press also spawned a crop of millionaire celebrity editors who were considerably better known than most of
the high-ranking political officeholders of the day. The new mass-circulation papers bragged that they had
opened up newspaper reading to the masses for the first time and made the press a greater force for political
and cultural democracy than ever before. But there was one important way in which this was not true at all:
Local weekly newspapers were relatively cheap and easy to start; with a one-room shop and some basic
equipment, a lone printer and one or two boy apprentices could manage it, and start-up costs could stay in
three figures, within reach of an ordinary workman who saved a little money or borrowed from local
politicians. The local partisan press thus could be an avenue for relatively ordinary young men to pursue their
political beliefs and ambitions. Mass-circulation newspapers, on the other hand, required millions of dollars to
start, and that meant banks, investors, and a fundamentally profit-oriented mentality. Though the press was
still the only means that the government and politicians had to communicate with the mass of voters, at the
highest levels this political role was no longer its reason for being. Grassroots democracy probably suffered as
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But for the most part, they see the country falling well short in living up to these ideals, according to a new
study of opinion on the strengths and weaknesses of key aspects of American democracy and the political
system. The perceived shortcomings encompass some of the core elements of American democracy. Despite
these criticisms, most Americans say democracy is working well in the United States â€” though relatively
few say it is working very well. At the same time, there is broad support for making sweeping changes to the
political system: The public sends mixed signals about how the American political system should be changed,
and no proposals attract bipartisan support. Yet in views of how many of the specific aspects of the political
system are working, both Republicans and Democrats express dissatisfaction. To be sure, there are some
positives. On 23 specific measures assessing democracy, the political system and elections in the United States
â€” each widely regarded by the public as very important â€” there are only eight on which majorities say the
country is doing even somewhat well. It was supplemented by a survey conducted March among 1, adults on
landlines and cellphones. Among the major findings: Mixed views of structural changes in the political
system. The surveys examine several possible changes to representative democracy in the United States. Most
Americans reject the idea of amending the Constitution to give states with larger populations more seats in the
U. Senate, and there is little support for expanding the size of the House of Representatives. A majority says
Trump lacks respect for democratic institutions. These views are deeply split along partisan and ideological
lines. Government and politics seen as working better locally than nationally. In addition, there is substantial
satisfaction with the quality of candidates running for Congress and local elections in recent elections.
However, the public is more divided in general views about tone and discourse: In addressing the
shortcomings of the political system, Americans do not spare themselves from criticism: Cynicism about
money and politics. Most Americans think that those who donate a lot of money to elected officials have more
political influence than others. Varying views of obligations of good citizenship. Large majorities say it is very
important to vote, pay taxes and always follow the law in order to be a good citizen. Most are aware of basic
facts about political system and democracy. Overwhelming shares correctly identify the constitutional right
guaranteed by the First Amendment to the Constitution and know the role of the Electoral College. A narrower
majority knows how a tied vote is broken in the Senate, while fewer than half know the number of votes
needed to break a Senate filibuster. Take the civics knowledge quiz. When asked to compare the U.
Four-in-ten say it is working not too well or not at all well. Republicans have more positive views of the way
democracy is working than do Democrats: More Democrats than Republicans say significant changes are
needed in the design and structure of government. Republicans are evenly divided: About four-in-ten say the
U. Several other national institutions and aspects of life in the U. Republicans are about twice as likely as
Democrats to say the U. As recently as four years ago, there were no partisan differences in these opinions.
And there is bipartisan sentiment that the military leadership in the U. In most cases, however, partisans differ
on how well the country lives up to democratic ideals â€” or majorities in both parties say it is falling short.
Some of the most pronounced partisan differences are in views of equal opportunity in the U. There also is
skepticism in both parties about the political independence of judges. Partisan gaps in opinions about many
aspects of U. But there are some notable differences: The differences are even starker in evaluations of how
well the country is doing in fulfilling many of these objectives. Democrats â€” particularly politically engaged
Democrats â€” are critical of the process for determining congressional districts. And fewer Democrats than
Republicans consider voter turnout for elections in the U. Still, there are a few points of relative partisan
agreement:
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The Politics of the Veil is an explosive refutation of this view, one that bears important implications for us all. Joan
Wallach Scott, the renowned pioneer of gender studies, argues that the law is symptomatic of France's failure to
integrate its former colonial subjects as full citizens.
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The usefulness and political implications of Area Studies programs are currently debated within the Academy and the
Administration, where they are often treated as one homogenous and stagnant domain of scholarship.
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