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History[ edit ] The first official guidelines for exorcism were established in They were later revised by the
Vatican in as the demand for exorcisms increased. In the 15th century, Catholic exorcists were both priestly
and lay , since every Christian was considered as having the power to command demons and drive them out in
the name of Christ. These exorcists used the Benedictine formula " Vade retro satana " "Step back, Satan"
around this time. By the late s, Roman Catholic exorcisms were seldom performed in the United States , but
by the mids, popular film and literature revived interest in the ritual, with thousands claiming demonic
possession. Maverick priests who belonged to fringes took advantage of the increase in demand and performed
exorcisms with little or no official sanction. In subsequent years, the Church took more aggressive action on
the demon-expulsion front. The practice of exorcism without consent from the Catholic Church is what
prompted the official guidelines from to be amended. The amendment established the procedure that clergy
members and each individual who claims to be impacted by demonic possession must follow. This includes
the rule that the potentially possessed individual must be evaluated by a medical professional before any other
acts are taken. The primary reason for this action is to eliminate any suspicion of mental illness, before the
next steps of the procedure are taken. Since demonic possession was extremely rare, and mental health issues
are often mistaken for demonic possession, the Vatican requires that each diocese have a specially trained
priest who is able to diagnose demonic possession and perform exorcisms when necessary. Despite that fact,
every diocese is required to have at least one priest that is an exorcist, or is trained to perform exorcisms As
the demand for exorcisms has increased over the past few decades, the number of trained exorcists has also
risen. In prior times, exorcists were kept fairly anonymous, and the performance of exorcisms remained a
secret. Some exorcists attribute the rise in demand of exorcisms to the rise in drug abuse and violence, which
leads to the suggestion that such things might work hand in hand. Many times a person just needs spiritual or
medical help, especially if drugs or other addictions are present. The specially trained priest and medical
professionals will be able to work together to address the patient, and be able to determine what type of illness
the patient is suffering from. After the need of the person has been determined then the appropriate help will
be met. In the circumstance of spiritual help, prayers may be offered, or the laying on of hands or a counseling
session may be prescribed. The exorcist might not perform an exorcism if he does not know the person. Signs[
edit ] Saint Philip of Agira with the Gospel in his left hand, the symbol of the exorcists, in the May
celebrations in his honor at Limina , Sicily Signs of demonic invasion vary depending on the type of demon
and its purpose, including: Process of the exorcism[ edit ] In the process of an exorcism the person possessed
may be restrained so that they do not harm themselves or any person present. The exorcist then prays and
commands for the demons to retreat. Exorcists follow procedures listed in the ritual of the exorcism revised by
the Vatican in Seasoned exorcists use the Rituale Romanum as a starting point, not always following the
prescribed formula exactly. If the exorcist stops the rite, then the demon will pursue him which is why the
process being finished is so essential.
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2: Rite True Story vs. Movie - Real Michael Kovak, Father Lucas Trevant
The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist by Matt Baglio is a fascinating, thorough, and thought-provoking look at
exorcism through the perspective of a Catholic priest, Father Gary, reluctantly sent to the Vatican to learn how to
become an exorcist.

It smashes the many myths created by Hollywood movies and other amateurs on the subject about exorcism
and the role of the exorcist in the Catholic Church. Baglio began delving into the topic after hearing about a
course at a Vatican-affiliated university, where he met and befriended the Rev. Gary Thomas, a priest in the
diocese of San Jose, Calif. Thomas took the exorcism course at the request of his bishop and subsequently
apprenticed himself to a seasoned exorcist. Keenly aware of the misunderstanding that abounds about
exorcism through film images, Baglio sets about dispelling misconceptions and does so skillfully, separating
the real from the imaginary in the mysterious and unsettling sphere of the demonic. Both Thomas and Baglio
were changed by their exposure to the rite. Thomas grew spiritually during the process, which bolstered his
desire to help his parishioners, and Baglio, previously a nominal Catholic, reconnected with his faith. For
anyone seeking a serious and very human examination of this fascinating subject, one that surpasses the
sensational, this is absorbing and enlightening reading. Forget what Hollywood tells you about demonic
possession and exorcism; The Rite will open your eyes to the awesome truth about such things. Fascinating,
inspiring, and scary, a great read. Baglio graciously agreed to talk to us about his own feelings on exorcism.
Exorcisms seem to be a topic most people like to observe from afar. What prompted you to get up close and
write this book? The idea for the book came about when I heard about a Vatican affiliated University in Rome
that was offering a course that purported to train exorcists. Not knowing anything about exorcism I was
instantly curious as to why the Catholic Church would still believe in such a thing and also how they might
structure such thing. When I went down to the course I had many of my own preconceptions about exorcism
reversed. It was also there where I met the Rev. Gary Thomas, a Catholic priest from California who had come
to Rome at the behest of his bishop to learn about exorcism. Father Gary was very honest and open with me
and agreed to let me follow him on his journey, which I thought would provide a unique look at the world of
exorcismâ€”through the eyes of an exorcist just getting started. What were the greatest challenges you faced in
writing this book? Were you ever afraid that you would become subjected to evil by witnessing it firsthand?
The first challenge was just getting the story right. Exorcism itself is such a polarizing topic that I wanted to
push all that hyperbole aside and just write about the reality of this world as it existed. I also wanted an
exorcist or a Catholic theologian to be able to read my book and be able to say that it was accurate. Not
knowing anything about exorcism I had to do a lot of research, including seeing exorcisms for myself. As an
outsider it was very hard to gain access to this world, but I knew that if the book was to have any merit it
would have to be accurate. In the beginning I was a little nervous about seeing exorcisms but that had more to
do with the fear of the unknown. But the more I read and researched the topic the more I calmed down. In
writing the book, did you have any historical references or case studies of particular note? I tried to make the
book as current as possible. I read a lot about cases that had happened in the distant past, but my goal was to
write the most up to date book as possible. All the cases in that are covered in the book happen after and some
as late as In fact a few are still ongoing even today. How did this journey into the world of contemporary
exorcists change you personally? I had to research a lot and the whole process taught me a lot about faith and
my own religion that I had taken for granted. It definitely made me a more spiritual person and made me more
respectful of those who have faith. What was it like to witness the exorcisms you did with Father Gary? The
best word is probably bizarre. Though by the time I did see them I had interviewed enough exorcists to know
what to expect. Still, I would characterize them as like nothing I had read about before. For one, they could be
quite short, only 20 minutes. Father Gary, of course, saw much stronger cases and those make up the bulk of
the book. Why do some people become possessed by evil and others do not? According to exorcists there are a
variety of ways, including practicing in the occult, a curse, being involved in a satanic ritual, or living a life of
hardened sin. However this is not an exact science and even exorcists admit that there is still a lot of mystery
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involved. The basic fundamental aspect of all these things is that the person has to make a choice to open up a
doorway. They have to decide to want to let evil into their life. The way I describe it in the book is that a
person takes their focus off of God. This is all up to the will of God and presumably he allows it to happen for
some purpose, such as turning evil to good. Based on the dramatic portrayals of exorcisms by Hollywood, do
you find that most people are more fearful of exorcisms than they should be? How accurate is Hollywood in
their portrayals. I would say on the whole people are more afraid of this topic than should be, but I would
chalk that up to fear of the unknown. According to the teachings of the Catholic Church the devil is already
trying to do everything he can to stop people from having a close relationship with God. However real-life
exorcism is very different. Why do you think this is? Just about every organized religion and even native
societies believes in the ability of evil spirits to attack people and then be cast out through some form of prayer
or ritual. So while the Catholic Church has an official ritual that they call exorcism, I would say that the
concept of casting out evil spirits is much more popular in other Christian denominations. More than anything
I think Hollywood has really linked this idea that the Catholic Church is the only game in town when it comes
to exorcism. But the reality is that Catholic exorcisms are extremely rare, while other denominations are said
to perform them much more frequently. Probably that the exorcist is out to convince a person suffering from
mental illness that their problem is spiritual in nature. In the Catholic Church, the exorcist must work with
trained medical professionals including psychiatrists or psychologists. The exorcist is also told to be the
ultimate skeptic. So if they are following the protocol of the Catholic Church, then they are screening
everyone that comes to see them through trained professionals. Another misconception is that the whole idea
of demonic possession is about exculpating people from guilt, which is not the position of the Catholic
Church. What do you think of the recent surge of interests in exorcisms given the movieâ€”inspired by your
book and also named The Riteâ€”the conferences being held by the Catholic Church, and the forthcoming
Discovery Channel reality series? So I am happy that more people are becoming aware of it, not because I
think people should undergo an exorcism, but because it is a ritual that has remained in the shadows for too
long. Though it is also true that we have to be careful in how we go about discussing it. My goal in writing the
book was to introduce people to the topic in a way that they had never seen before.
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3: The Rite Quotes by Matt Baglio
The Rite is a supernatural horror film directed by Mikael HÃ¥fstrÃ¶m and written by Michael Petroni. It is loosely based
on Matt Baglio's book The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist, which itself is based on real events as witnessed and
recounted by American then-exorcist-in-training Father Gary Thomas and his experiences from being sent to Rome to
be trained and work daily with.

One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest
in them. If you are interested, you can see my review for that here. I liked some things about this book quite a
lot. It was interesting to follow the American priest, Father Gary, as "There are two equal and opposite errors
into which our race can fall about the devils. It was interesting to follow the American priest, Father Gary, as
he learnt to be an exorcist in Rome and to hear what it was like for him to witness a series of exorcisms for the
first time. The people who are undergoing exorcisms are only discussed briefly and superficially, so that it was
difficult to determine whether they were suffering from mental illness or possibly even physical illness that
had affected their brain function rather than diabolism. I fully believe that these priests are sincere and devoted
Catholics, following the tenets of their faith; but I also recognise that they are human beings, like the rest of
us, who will be swayed by their own biases, and who will sometimes make mistakes. Some of these afflicted
people whom the priests exorcised repeatedly, week after week, month after month, and year after year,
reminded me of mentally ill clients I have treated in the past. I was upset by this because they seemed to need
clinical care rather than ongoing exorcism. One poor woman had been undergoing exorcism for forty years!
But there was no indication that she had ever been under psychiatric treatment, despite the fact that she had
been traumatised in her childhood. Her mother had apparently tried to abort her but failed, and then cursed the
infant while she was still in the womb. The baby survived that and was born into the world, but one can easily
imagine the damage such a mother could inflict upon her unwanted child. Curses are not necessary to explain
why this woman has continued to suffer, profoundly and intractably, throughout her life. The RC priests that
Baglio interviewed explain that possession is most commonly the result of a curse or dabbling in the occult. I
was happy to read that Father Gary, upon returning to the states, planned to take a cautious and prudent
approach, having people thoroughly assessed and ruling out other causes before assuming demons were the
problem. His mentor in Rome, Father Carmine, did not seem to require medical assessment of all those he
exorcised, nor did the priests who attended visitors to the shrines. It is true though that if the person is spitting
up rusty nails or other weird stuff view spoiler [ i. More than one priest talked about this type of thing
happening. In my work though I have known of clients who swallowed dangerous things for which they
required repeated surgeries to remove: Supposedly, when the possession has too strong a hold, for too long, or
when the demon is too powerful, it is believed that the person may have no response at all. This is called "full
possession" and is considered to be irreversible, usually. My main interest in these books by and about
exorcists is to understand how priests who are exorcists discern mental illness from spiritual derangement. I
became curious about the Anglican priest and "psychiatrist", Dr. Craig Isaacs, who is a consultant quoted at
length in this book. In his research, Dr Isaacs has discovered five qualities that the ego experiences when
encountering the wholly other: The criteria are not common to psychosis, claims Dr Isaacs. The fact is, he is
dead wrong, as any knowledgeable therapist could easily tell you; so could a look through the DSM-V. All of
the symptoms Dr. Isaacs "discovered" can be readily and accurately attributed to psychosis and usually
disappear or at least diminish substantially when the patient is brought out of the psychotic state. I have seen
this repeatedly in my professional and personal life. I would agree that if the patient is unaffected by
anti-psychotic meds, there must be something else going on. But I have never seen that happen. I was
confused that a psychiatrist would get this so very wrong, so I looked up the Dr. I hold an M. But since
psychiatrists are medical doctors and psychologists are not, psychiatrists treat people in active states of
psychosis on a daily and hourly basis; psychologists do not, since you cannot work effectively with a person
until the psychosis is under control. A person can have transient symptoms of psychosis caused by drug use,
high fever, etc. But a person who suffers recurring psychotic episodes will usually require medication. This is
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why patients with psychotic disorders normally have a treating psychiatrist as the leader of their care team.
Talk therapy for these patients, on its own, is unhelpful at best and seriously dangerous at worst. The end
result of this is that Dr. Isaacs is touted as an expert in an area where he is probably not one. I realise that part
of the reason Baglio sought him out is because Dr. Isaacs is also an Anglican priest so would not have an
entirely secular approach to treatment. Indeed, he does not, and one look at his website tells you how heavily
his particular interpretation of Christian theology overlays his practice. Interestingly, the priests quoted by
Baglio say repeatedly that possessed persons rarely ever believe themselves to be possessed. This seems to be
rather similar to people who are mentally ill with a psychotic or personality disorder. They are usually the last
to agree to the diagnosis. Having said that, it seems that in Italy which is predominantly Roman Catholic ,
people go to see priests for prayers of blessing and exorcism quite routinely. I did not get the impression that
they required convincing. In some cases, the priests were able to help enormously. In other cases, the priests
had been praying the Roman Catholic Ritual of Exorcism over the possessed persons for decades, to no avail. I
am fully ready to accept that medication and therapy will not help everyone, and that they do not offer a cure
for major mental illnesses. At best, they only help the person to manage better, but that can make an enormous
positive difference in their quality of life. In some cases, it also prevents people from killing or injuring
themselves or someone else. I am happy to support whatever works to a point , and I realise that people have
to make their own choices about what sort of help they seek out. I feel strongly, though, that if a person has
shown no sign of improvement after successive exorcisms, it is wise to seek other forms of assistance.
Blessings and prayers need not exclude medication and therapy; nor should medical treatment prevent people
from seeking spiritual guidance in accordance with their faith. I have often known people struggling with
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, etc. That said, I do know plenty of people who have felt released from their
pain as a result of therapy. Furthermore, I doubt an atheist or Pagan would feel reassured by a Roman Catholic
priest praying the Ritual over them, however well meant. Perhaps it all comes down to where you place your
faith. So, this review I posted yesterday is my most recent, and I was just looking at my Goodreads shelves
trying to decide what to read next, when I saw this: What are the statistical odds of that happening?
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4: The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist - Matt Baglio - Google Books
The Rite - The Making of A Modern EXORCIST by Matt Baglio is a treasure! This compelling story answers numerous
questions about good vs. evil in modern times. If you.

Disillusioned with his past job as a mortician , Michael decides to enter a seminary school and renounce his
vows upon completion, thereby getting a free college degree. Four years have passed, and Michael is being
ordained to the rank of deacon at the seminary. After his ordination, he writes a letter of resignation to his
superior, Father Matthew, citing a lack of faith. Father Matthew Toby Jones , apparently wanting to talk to
Michael, attempts to catch up to him on the street. He trips as he steps over a curb, causing a cyclist to swerve
into the path of an oncoming van. The young cyclist, Sandra Marija Karan , is critically injured. Initially
hesitant, Michael is unable to refuse, comforting her and performing a blessing ritual to absolve her of her
sins. Seeing how calmly Michael handled the situation, Father Matthew tells Michael that he is called to be a
priest despite his resignation. He also tells Michael that with the rise in demonic possessions every year, the
Church needs more exorcists and says that he has the potential to become one. If Michael attends the exorcism
class and still wants to resign afterwards, then they will discuss matters hinting that he may be free to leave.
During classes, he meets a young woman, Angelina Alice Braga , who is also taking the course. He soon
learns that she is a reporter who has been asked to cover the course for an article in a newspaper. Dominican
Father Xavier, realizing Michael is a skeptic and very tentative in his faith, asks Michael to see a friend of his,
a renowned Welsh Jesuit exorcist named Father Lucas Anthony Hopkins. It is later revealed that she had been
raped by her father, which led to her possession. However, Michael remains skeptical, even after witnessing
several preternatural events, such as the girl coughing up three long nails and speaking English fluently. She
pointedly reminds Michael of the last patient he anointed and of his loathing for his own father. He later
speaks again with Angelina, who asks him to relay any information he gets from Father Lucas to her, as she
has tried for an interview with him many times but has been refused. In the hospital, Father Lucas performs
another exorcism on her while Michael observes. Late that night, she miscarries; the baby dies from cardiac
arrest , and the mother from blood loss from major hemorrhaging. Disheartened, Father Lucas feels he has
failed her. When Michael sees this he decides to confer with Angelina. Michael and Angelina later find him
sitting outside his house in the rain. Father Lucas takes them into his house and, knowing himself to be
possessed, requests that Michael find Father Xavier to perform the exorcism. Angelina and Michael try
desperately to contact and find Father Xavier; they learn, however, that he is out of contact for three days.
Learning this, Michael decides to perform the exorcism himself, with Angelina present. After constant
rebuking by the demon and a long, drawn-out fight, Michael regains his lost faith and is able to force the
demon to reveal its name, Baal. He completes the exorcism, and the powerful demon leaves Father Lucas.
Successful, Michael leaves Rome, returning to the United States and to his life.
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5: D.O.W.N.L.O.A.D in [P.D.F] The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist Complete - Video Dailymotion
The inspiration for the film starring Anthony Hopkins, journalist Matt Baglio uses the astonishing story of one American
priest's training as an exorcist to reveal that the phenomena of possession, demons, the Devil, and exorcism are not
merely a remnant of the archaic past, but remain a fearsome power in many people's lives even today.

Follow TIME When he first heard about a Vatican -sponsored course on exorcism for priests, journalist Matt
Baglio was intrigued by the idea of this ancient ritual taking place in the modern world. Baglio talked to TIME
about belief, skeptical priests and the particulars of the exorcism ritual. Read "The Exorcist," one of the top 25
horror movies. The thing that inspired this book was a class on exorcism. Tell me about it. I was a freelance
journalist living in Rome and had heard about this course called Exorcism and the Prayer of Liberation. It was
organized by the Legion of Christ and their school, the Regina Apostolorum, which is Vatican-affiliated. Not
knowing anything about exorcism or if the Church even still believed in it, I was intrigued by the idea of a
university-level course teaching priests about exorcism. What were your first thoughts about the class? Did
you think, Wait a minute, this is the 21st century. Why are we even still talking about exorcism? My first
thought was, Why is the church doing this class? Is it just a p. But then I saw that a lot of the course work
itself was very theologically and historically based. None of it was practical, which is why Father Gary had to
eventually go out and apprentice with a veteran exorcist, Father Carmine. The church has to be very careful
about confusing mental illness with demonic possession. When you started the book, did you lean one way or
another in terms of whether or not you believed in the possibility of exorcism? I came at this topic very
journalistically, not having an opinion for or against it. I wanted to really understand what it is and why the
church still believes in it. During that period, you had a lot of turmoil in conjunction with Vatican II shaking
up the church and getting rid of many very old traditions, the Latin mass and those sorts of things. But you
have to look at priests themselves as being creatures of their environment. Coupled with that were all this
these new psychoanalytical approaches that were uncovering a lot of things that in the past were considered to
be in the realm of the spiritual. I had priests tell me that their superiors belittled the fact that they were
exorcists. Interestingly, though, the newer generation of priests are more responsive to the reality of the devil,
and a lot of that has to do with the fact that John Paul II was and Pope Benedict XVI is a little more
conservative, so the younger seminarians are a little less apt to ridicule. So how is a priest supposed to figure
out that an exorcism is warranted? The ritual stipulates that there are three signs that the priest has to look for:
So they have to be in concert with something else. They tend to have gone to see many doctors in search of a
medical cure for whatever is afflicting them. You need to pray over me. So what happens during the exorcism
rite? The ritual, as its written, has several different stages to it. You say the litany of saints, you read the
Gospel, you say a homily. But at the core of it are the exorcism prayers themselves, which are composed of
the imperative and the depreciatory. But none of the priests that I followed in Rome do it like that. Almost all
of them get rid of everything except the exorcism prayers. They have a waiting room of 20 people. The next
day they have another 20 people. Most of the exorcisms that Father Gary witnesses are fairly low-key. What
happens during the dramatic ones? If an exorcist sees people, there are only going to be 2 or 3 that are
dramatic. And I would characterize those as being when the person actually speaks to the exorcist. There can
also be shaking. Picture a person sitting in a chair with their arms sticking straight out, their legs sticking
straight out, convulsing. And that voice is beyond a simple mimic of a strange voice. Father Carmine saw a
case where a woman vomited up a small black toad that was still alive. He went to catch it, and it dissolved
into saliva. I had another priest who I talked to who dealt with a woman who vomited up seven little black
nails, six of which dissolved into this black liquid. Father Carmine saw a woman vomiting up buckets of
human sperm. For people to just outright discount it is a little premature. I would dearly love if science could
really explain some of these things, but until then, the question is just too big to ignore.
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6: The Story of a Modern-Day Exorcist - TIME
Journalist Baglio uses the astonishing story of one American priest's training as an exorcist to reveal that the
phenomena of possession, demons, the devil, and exorcism are not merely a remnant of the archaic past, but remain a
fearsome power in many people's lives even today.

Father Gary Thomas was working as a parish priest in California when he was asked by his bishop to travel to
Rome for training in the rite of exorcism. Though initially surprised, and slightly reluctant, he accepted this
call, and enrolled in a new exorcism course at a Vatican-affiliated university, which taught him, among other
things, how to distinguish between a genuine possession and mental illness. Eventually he would go on to
participate in more than eighty exorcisms as an apprentice to a veteran Italian exorcist. His experiences
profoundly changed the way he viewed the spiritual world, and as he moved from rational skeptic to practicing
exorcist he came to understand the battle between good and evil in a whole new light. Journalist Matt Baglio
had full access to Father Gary over the course of his training, and much of what he learned defies explanation.
Baglio also traces the history of exorcism, revealing its rites and rituals, explaining what the Catholic Church
really teaches about demonic possession, and delving into such related topics as the hierarchy of angels and
demons, satanic cults, black masses, curses, and the various theories used by modern scientists and
anthropologists who seek to quantify such phenomena. Written with an investigative eye that will captivate
both skeptics and believers alike, The Rite shows that the truth about demonic possession is not only stranger
than fiction, but also far more chilling. The inspiration for the movie The Rite , starring Anthony Hopkins, this
book provides a uniquely intimate glimpse into the chilling world of a real-life Roman Catholic exorcist.
Baglio began delving into the topic after hearing about a course at a Vatican-affiliated university, where he
met and befriended the Rev. Gary Thomas, a priest in the diocese of San Jose, Calif. Thomas took the
exorcism course at the request of his bishop and subsequently apprenticed himself to a seasoned exorcist.
Keenly aware of the misunderstanding that abounds about exorcism through film images, Baglio sets about
dispelling misconceptions and does so skillfully, separating the real from the imaginary in the mysterious and
unsettling sphere of the demonic. Both Thomas and Baglio were changed by their exposure to the rite. Thomas
grew spiritually during the process, which bolstered his desire to help his parishioners, and Baglio, previously
a nominal Catholic, reconnected with his faith. For anyone seeking a serious and very human examination of
this fascinating subject, one that surpasses the sensational, this is absorbing and enlightening reading. But
what of his real-life counterpart? In his first book, journalist Baglio follows Brother Gary, an American
Roman Catholic priest, as he learns about exorcism firsthand during a sabbatical in Rome, first through a
university class and later through an apprenticeship with an Italian exorcist. The Rite provides more questions
than answers: Why do some exorcists use methods not approved by the Church? If exorcism is a Christian
ritual, why does it benefit Hindus and Muslims? More guidance as to how readers might explore these
questions would be welcome, but this book is recommended for all public libraries as a place to begin the
dialog. It smashes the many myths created by Hollywood movies and other amateurs on the subject about
exorcism and the role of the exorcist in the Catholic Church. Forget what Hollywood tells you about demonic
possession and exorcism; The Rite will open your eyes to the awesome truth about such things. Fascinating,
inspiring, and scary, a great read. Mark Miravalle - Angels Explained: Scott Hahn - Angels and Saints:

Page 8

THE RITE THE MAKING OF A MODERN EXORCIST pdf
7: Leading US exorcists explain huge increase in demand for the Rite â€“ and priests to carry them out
Journalist Baglio follows a Catholic priest through the latter's training to become an exorcist in this incisive look at the
church's rite of exorcism and its use in contemporary life.

Are there really classes about exorcism? It was thought up by professor Dr. He arrived in Rome during the
summer of Did the priest and the journalist work together after meeting in exorcism class? Male journalist
Matt Baglio and Fr. Gary Thomas met in the class. As the only two Americans in attendance, they quickly
bonded. In the movie, the journalist is portrayed as a female named Angeline Alice Braga. During his
sabbatical in Rome, Reverend Gary Thomas decided it was important not only to learn about exorcisms but to
experience them as well. He sought out exorcists in the city to apprentice with during his stay and was
accepted by Capuchin Father Carmine De Filippis, the real Lucas Trevant. During their time together, he
witnessed approximately 80 exorcisms. Gabriele Amorth Did a woman really spit up nails during an
exorcism? Yes, but the true story behind The Rite reveals that it was not witnessed by Father Gary Thomas
himself. According to the book, The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist by Matt Baglio, the incident was
told to Father Thomas by a Franciscan priest who was present when a woman vomited seven black nails, one
of which he kept after the rest liquefied before his eyes. He has more than 70, exorcisms to his name and says
that he has seen nails and other objects, including shards of glass and radio equipment parts, vomited by
possessed persons. Thomas work in a funeral home? While attending a funeral as a teenager, Gary was
approached by one of the owners and asked if he wanted to work there part time. At the age of 14, he accepted
employment and began working odd jobs at the Nauman Lincoln Roos mortuary. Was Gary Thomas always a
man of the cloth? No, although he had always considered it. In researching the true story behind The Rite
movie, it was discovered that after graduating from Serra High School in San Mateo, California, he attended
the University of San Francisco and went on to study mortuary science. He worked in the funeral home
business until the age of 25 when he decided to study at St. Five years later he became an ordained Catholic
priest. Ideally, it has been suggested that every diocese should have an exorcist, in which case there should be
nearly No, not according to The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist book. Did the frogs really appear?
No, but when investigating The Rite real story, it was discovered that Fr. Carmine did witness a woman vomit
a live black frog; soon after it dissolved into liquid. Did a car accident bring the real Michael Kovak back to
his faith? Unlike in the movie The Rite, he was not a seminarian who had lost his faith. He was a
fifty-year-old priest at the time and was asked by his bishop to participate in an exorcism course at the
Pontifical Regina Apostolorum University. The course was titled "Exorcism and the Prayer of Liberation".
However, like all exorcists he can be and claims that he is often times attacked by demons. Did they really
encounter a child with hoof prints on him? No, not with regard to The Rite true story. A physical attack which
can also include pushing and hitting is categorized as oppression, one of the four types of demonic
extraordinary activity. What are the signs of a possessed being? Carmine de Filippis middle How does a
demon present itself during an exorcism? Each case is different. Exorcists have seen a wide variety of
indicators that vary depending on the severity of the possession. In the most severe cases, objects have been
vomited, people have seizure-like movements, a mysterious dark liquid has appeared in the area, the victim
has spoken in unknown languages, marks appear on their skin, jaws dislocate, they contort into unnatural
positions, muscles tense until they are unrecognizable, or they will take on snakelike mannerisms including
sticking out their tongues and coiling up CNN. As pertaining to The Rite movie true story, Father Carmine
himself is said to have witnessed a victim vomiting up buckets of human sperm. Each exorcist has their own
touches but all follow The Ritual. This book, originally referred to as the Roman Ritual, was published in but
has been revised a few times throughout its history. They begin with a blessing and sprinkling of holy water
on the afflicted. At the end, the priest will usually bring the person out of the trance by tapping their head. Can
anyone become possessed? He has to be invited in. The involvement in pagan, satanic, or occult practices are
the classical ways" Catholic Herald. While less common, it is understood that others can invite them in
without your participation, such as by cursing or having a past family member promise a child to the devil. To
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be safe, he would suggest, "Stay close to God in prayer, and refrain from being involved in things that would
be considered to be the New Age â€” rituals of the New Age, rituals of the occult, things such as Wicca, or
tarot cards, Ouija boards, superstitious practices, black magic, white magic, anything that would really be
idolatrous. In his first five years doing this work, he has performed over 40 exorcisms on five people. Tells
His Story for firsthand accounts. The real Reverend Gary Thomas does not consider any person seeking help
as a hoax. While many people truly believe they are in need of an exorcism, few actually do. It is for this
reason that everyone requesting the service is put through a variety of tests conducted by his team, which
includes a clinical psychologist, psychiatrist, physician, two additional priests, and occasionally other
professionals like therapists, who together help him determine a course of action. This process is referred to as
discernment. If everyone is in agreement, the request is made to the bishop who gives the final word Busted
Halo. Hollywood has put people under the impression that an exorcism is a onetime event that frees the person
from a demon, but that is not how it works. The afflicted undergo numerous exorcisms, resulting in temporary
liberations which eventually can cause a demon to flee. Gary Thomas ever witnessed anything similar to the
infamous scene in the movie The Exorcist? Despite the fact that the story was based on a real exorcism that
took place in the Washington D. Does participating in this movie open up the actors to demonic possession?
When asked that question by two of the actors and the producer of the film The Rite, Priest Gary could only
respond, "Possibly. How much of his time is spent performing exorcisms? Gary talking about The Rite movie
and ways to avoid opening yourself up to demonic possession. They discuss the practice of exorcisms and the
ways that Hollywood has exaggerated the ritual. He sees up to 50 people each week who claim to be
possessed. He is a mandated exorcist working in California who, like his counterpart in the movie, was trained
in Rome. He cautions people not to invite the devil in through the practice of Wicken or through the use of
devices like Ouija boards and fortune tellers.
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8: The Rite The Making of a Modern Exorcist Archives | Busted Halo
We interview Fr. Gary Thomas, a Vatican-certified practicing exorcist whose experience is the subject of the new movie
The Rite, starring Anthony Hopkins, scheduled for release on January 28, about what is and isn't true concerning
exorcisms and demonic possession, and what this means in terms of our faith life.

Pope Francis In the US, over the past 10 years, the number of official priest exorcists has more than
quadrupled from 12 to Rex In lengthy interviews with The Telegraph, the two exorcists discuss how the
increase in drug and pornography addiction, failure of the mental healthcare system and a rise in popularity of
"pagan activities", such as using a Ouija board to summon the dead, are among the factors contributing to the
huge increase in demand for the Rite. Warning that "evil is a reality", the priests debunk several of the myths
around exorcisms, discussing how they decide who is eligible for an exorcism, how the procedure is carried
out and some of their most notable cases. Renewed interest in exorcism The Rite of Exorcism is a Roman
Catholic healing ministry traditionally shrouded in secrecy. Whether a diocese even has an official exorcist is
the sole decision of its bishop. But there is still no central database for the number of exorcisms performed.
Then, in , Pope John Paul II sounded the alarm that occult and New Age activity was raging out of control in
Europe, providing gateways for evil that could result in demonic attachment and possession. In the US, over
the last decade, television shows depicting reported paranormal events and possession as well as books and
films about exorcism and the supernatural have proliferated in the cultural mainstream. The American
exorcists Fathers Thomas and Lampert, both exorcist priests for the past 10 years and believers in the
existence of Satan, pinpoint several trends in American culture that they believe are giving rise to the
increased requests for the Rite. Those include an expanding spiritual void in the lives of Americans, the
diminishing authority of the Church, and the failure of the mental healthcare system. Getty Among the
overwhelming number of requests for spiritual intervention that each of them receive regularly, some are
actual manifestations of demonic attachment, infestation, vexation or full possession. According to Fr Lampert
of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, it is not the Church that is demanding more exorcisms but people. The
decline in faith goes hand in hand with the rise in evil. His training experience became the subject of The Rite:
Fr Thomas tries to answer all exorcism inquiries that come to him. These are the local ones in my parish.
Sometimes he gets requests for exorcism from outside the US, recently from Turkey, but most commonly
from India and Africa. Almost every free night that I have is taken up with exorcisms," he says. Is it
something psychological? Team members must be Catholic and they must believe in the existence of Satan.
He also has a prayer team present with him at every exorcism or deliverance. He says that in his professional
experience, some afflicted people seeking help may not be demonically possessed but may have some kind of
demonic oppression in which they are depressed or feel malaise. His bishop thought the Indianapolis
archdiocese should still have an official exorcist, but according to Fr Lampert, also commented: Requests
increased in the last five years but have now stabilised because there are more priests in the exorcism ministry.
Unlike Fr Thomas, Fr Lampert will take cases from outside his diocese. The afflicted person would have to
come to Indiana and follow the discernment protocol, which includes a psychological as well as physical
exam. In his experience, the most common occult activity is using a Ouija board to summon the dead. A Oujia
board Credit: So evil can be invited in directly or indirectly. Whether that suffering be due to psychic or
spiritual problems. The goal is to help the afflicted person resume a normal spiritual journey and cultivate a
relationship with God. Exorcism should always be seen in the wider scope of overall pastoral care. You have
to rule out the natural before you can go to the preternatural. Your suffering may not be for the reason you so
think. First of all, I need the permission of my bishop to do an exorcism on each different person. And there
needs to be. A team of people prays first with the afflicted person. If the person starts manifesting demonic
behavior during the prayer session, it is stopped and the person meets with the exorcist. An Italian priest
performs an exorcism on a man who has been placed in a trance in the s Credit: Getty For Fr Thomas, the
majority of afflicted people he meets and prays with are Catholic. When people seeking help are
non-Christian, extra care must be taken. A non-Christian must clearly understand the risk involved before Fr
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Thomas is willing to proceed with the exorcism. And sometimes not just demons but the disembodied spirits
of dead human souls are attached to the afflicted person as well. Dead souls will always reveal their names
when asked and that is one way to differentiate them from demons. Evil always wants to hide and lie, he says.
The demon wants the person to commit suicide. In the case of demonic possession, a suicide would be viewed
as a state of diminished capacity under Church doctrine. Father Gabriele Nanni, an official exorcist of the
Roman Catholic church, holds his Rituals of exorcisms and prayers for specific circumstances during a lesson
on satanism in Rome Credit: Getty The Vatican has yet to approve an English translation of the Rite and Fr
Thomas says the demons will tell him that they know what is approved and what is not. In his exorcism
experience, demons can be very legalistic. For Fr Thomas, the exorcism process takes a minimum of six
months. He has worked with one person every month over a period of four years. There are about eight people
he and his team currently are seeing. The exorcism takes about two hours, including the preceding prayer, the
Rite, repeating parts of the Rite, and conversing with the person about the process. According to Church
doctrine, until a person reaches the age of seven, he cannot exercise free will. Fr Thomas says he was
successful to a point, casting out dozens of demons, but the final one was Satan. The higher up the demons
went, the more resistant they became and the afflicted man simply could not keep up with the prayer and
confession that are required in the exorcism protocol. Jesus Christ healing a mute man by performing an
exorcism, as described in Luke Recently, a priest was appointed exorcist in the diocese where this guy is and
he started up the case again. The priest has had some success. Any priest can pray for people suffering from
attachment, vexation, or infestation on property. And an exorcism can be conducted only if an afflicted person
wants it. They were concerned about him and I went to visit him. He told me that throughout his life he had
cultivated relationships with demons and with Satan and that when he died it was his desire to spend eternity
with these demons. We all have free will. We can pray that someone might have a change of heart. But this is
someone who was heavily involved in the worship of demons. And he was not willing to have an extended
conversation with me about it. For Fr Thomas, being an exorcist, he says, is his calling and the lack of fear is a
state of grace. For Fr Lampert, he says he is never afraid because evil must somehow be invited in and he
would never be receptive to evil. The story is said to be based on the actual possession of a boy living in the
state of Maryland. For some, The Exorcist is the ultimate horror movie. To that reaction, Fr Lampert observes
that humour has always been a coping mechanism for fear.
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9: Exorcism in the Catholic Church - Wikipedia
In "The Rite", journalist Matt Baglio uses one priest's training as an exorcist to reveal that possession, demons, the
Devil, and exorcism are not merely a remnant of the past, but remain a.

An American priest travels to Italy to study at an exorcism school. This movie is based on a true story of an
American priest who travelled to Italy to study at an exorcism school. An exorcism course at a
Vatican-affiliated university in Rome? It was an unusual topic. As an American journalist living in the Eternal
City, he thought it might make for an interesting article; as a non-practicing Catholic at the time, he
approached it with some skepticism. Taught by exorcists and experts in theology, satanic cults, criminology
and psychology, the course he took challenged many of his assumptions. But what really intrigued him was
the openness and honesty of a fellow student, Father Gary Thomas, a priest from the Diocese of San Jose,
Calif. As the two got to know each other, a friendship â€” and a book â€” were born. The book, in turn, gave
rise to a major film starring Anthony Hopkins, The Rite, to be released in theaters Jan. The Making of a
Modern Exorcist , follows Father Thomas through his hands-on training with an experienced exorcist in Rome
and accompanies him on his first exorcisms. Baglio spoke about some of the insights he gained from
researching and writing The Rite. What were you hoping to achieve with this book? I wanted the book to be as
real as possible. I fell right in the middle. Being naturally curious, I wanted to understand what was going on.
What did you learn that changed your previous assumptions about exorcism? One was that the exorcist has to
be the ultimate skeptic. At first, the skepticism surprised me, but then it made sense â€” because the last thing
you want is a priest who sees the demon behind every corner. Every exorcist I talked to was also incredibly
humble. Some of them were very old, frail, shy and timid. During an exorcism, they pray the ritual very
calmly and quietly. Hollywood wants the dramatic elements; they want the holy water to hit the person, the
scream, the cross, etc. Another was that exorcism is not a one-shot deal. Many people think that exorcism is
on the fringe. Exorcism was central to what Jesus was trying to do in his public ministry. There was spiritual
warfare in the early Church, and it has been passed on to priests today who are now exorcists. The goal is to
weaken the power of the demon so that the person can return to practicing their faith, praying and receiving
the sacraments. How does an exorcist distinguish between cases of psychological illness and cases of demonic
possession? Exorcists have to work with mental-health experts, because there is a fine line between mental
illness and demonic possession, and it can be difficult to discern. Someone who says he hears voices or
demons talking to him could be suffering from schizophrenia, for example. The priest has to be cautious, and
there has to be a process. To discern the presence of an evil spirit, they look for various signs: First, they have
an interview with the person, then they send the person to see a mental-health specialist, and then the person
comes back and the exorcist begins to pray blessings over them. Exorcism is not an exact science. How do
people become victims of demonic possession in the first place? According to exorcists, the No. There could
be other factors at work, such as a curse or being part of a Satanic cult. A person needs to open up a doorway,
and so in this way, we must be aware of our actions and try to avoid grave sins. This also means that in order
for a person to become liberated they have to be proactive and correct the behaviors or actions that may have
led them into becoming a victim in the first place. How faithful is the movie to the spirit of the book? Does the
movie present the priesthood and the theology of exorcism accurately? The filmmakers have tried to be very
faithful to the theology of the Church on the dynamics of demonic possession. I helped on the set of the film,
and Father Gary Thomas was also on the set. The topic is dramatic enough. Free ebook download for The Rite
here. Read the interview with Matt Baglio in Time Magazine - here. Watch also this documentary showing a
real exorcism in the Philippines. This milestone book is a great resource on demonology and diabolic
possession. Read about how one can get possessed and how to protect yourself and your family - here.
Additionally, for a further understanding of this ancient rite, you can also watch this video about the Catholic
Rite Of Exorcism. If you need help pertaining to cases of demonic possession or oppression, please contact a
deliverance prayer group in your area listed in this worldwide directory. Please post your comments.
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