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1: Making sense of preaching - The Presbyterian Outlook
"The Senses of Preaching" is a personal book-- personal reflections, personal insights, personal examples, personal
sharing. This compact volume shows preachers how to develop, create, and implement a preaching experience that
encourages the hearing of the gospel.

Preachers go to considerable lengths to make sure that they preach the truth and not error. They study the
passage within the context of the chapter, book, and even the whole cannon of scripture. In many cases, the
preacher derives valid and truthful points from the text and then present those vital truths to the people. This is
good, but often when you take the points from the story, you remove the ability of the people to fully
experience the truth that you are presenting. But before the people can experience the text, we have to both
understand and experience the text ourselves. But how do you experience the text? Well you should do a full
exegesis as you have done in the past, but I would also suggest that you might allow all of your senses to
guide your understanding of the text. Yes, allow all five senses of touch, sight, sound, smell, and taste to help
you ask questions of the text that you are presenting. After doing your exegesis, now go into the text and look
around. What do you feel when exploring, in your minds eye, the text. Do you feel the pushing and the
shoving around as the crowd almost crushes Jesus? Do you see a frail woman whose loss of blood no doubt
made her weak? Do you see the desperation as the woman who has expended all of her money, according to a
parallel passage, comes to her last chance. Do you see the mass in front of her and her pushing through
bobbing and weaving to get to the Master? Do you feel the people pushing away as they try to get to Jesus for
themselves? What does explicitly thinking about your senses do? It forces you to think about the story. It
forces you to realize that this is not just a lesson for us today, and it is that, but it is also a story about a woman
struggling for liberation that only comes from a connection to the master. It is a real story of a real desperate
woman and her interaction with the master. Thinking about these kinds of questions might give you a sermon
title. Or maybe it could offer aid in ordering your sermon. Or maybe this type of analysis will help you in the
presentation of the message. This will provide a marvelous backdrop for your presentation. Now some may
argue that this kind of analysis is not going to be helpful, or they may argue that they already do this. And that
is fine, but before you throw it away, think about explicit questions that come from your senses. Many
preachers exegete the text so that they can understand intellectually the Bible and preach a bible lecture that
informs the people. That is good, but take it a bit further and convey a story that we not only experience
intellectually, but also physically and emotionally. Address the whole being by allowing your senses to aid in
the exegesis. I am sure that this will help you present the truths of the Bible.
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Written in conversational style, The Senses of Preaching is a thought-provoking book using anecdotes to take a careful
look at the relationship between preachers and congregations.

The Sermon on the Mount by Carl Heinrich Bloch In Christianity, a sermon is typically identified as an
address or discourse delivered to an assembly of Christians, typically containing theological or moral
instruction. Although it is often called a homily , the original distinction between a sermon and a homily was
that a sermon was delivered by a clergyman licensed preacher while a homily was read from a printed copy by
a layman. Homilies are usually considered to be a type of sermon, usually narrative or biographical , [5] [6]
see sermon types below. The word "sermon" is used to describe many famous moments in Christian and
Jewish history. The most famous example is the Sermon on the Mount by Jesus of Nazareth. This address was
given around 30 AD, [7] and is recounted in the Gospel of Matthew 5: It is also contained in some of the other
gospel narratives. During the later history of Christianity , several figures became known for their addresses
that later became regarded as sermons. Examples in the early church include Peter see especially Acts 2:
These addresses were used to spread Christianity across Europe and Asia Minor , and as such are not sermons
in the modern sense, but evangelistic messages. The sermon has been an important part of Christian services
since Early Christianity, and remains prominent in both Roman Catholicism and Protestantism. Lay preachers
sometimes figure in these traditions of worship, for example the Methodist local preachers , but in general
preaching has usually been a function of the clergy. The Dominican Order is officially known as the Order of
Preachers Ordo Praedicatorum in Latin ; friars of this order were trained to publicly preach in vernacular
languages, and the order was created by Saint Dominic to preach to the Cathars of southern France in the early
13th century. The Franciscans are another important preaching order; Travelling preachers, usually friars,
were an important feature of late medieval Catholicism. In most denominations, modern preaching is kept
below forty minutes, but historic preachers of all denominations could at times speak for several hours, [8] and
use techniques of rhetoric and theatre that are today somewhat out of fashion in mainline churches. During the
Middle Ages, sermons inspired the beginnings of new religious institutes e. The academic study of sermons,
the analysis and classification of their preparation, composition and delivery, is called homiletics. A
controversial issue that aroused strong feelings in Early Modern Britain was whether sermons should be read
from a fully prepared text, or extemporized, perhaps from some notes. The 80 sermons in German of the
Dominican Johannes Tauler â€” were read for centuries after his death. Martin Luther published his sermons
Hauspostille on the Sunday lessons for the edification of readers. Protestantism[ edit ] "The certain mark by
which a Christian community can be recognized is the preaching of the gospel in its purity. The distinctive
doctrines of Protestantism held that salvation was by faith alone , and convincing people to believe the Gospel
and place trust in God for their salvation through Jesus Christ was the decisive step in salvation. In many
Protestant churches, the sermon came to replace the Eucharist as the central act of Christian worship although
some Protestants such as Lutherans give equal time to a sermon and the Eucharist in their Divine Service.
While Luther retained use of the lectionary for selecting texts for preaching, the Swiss Reformers, such as
Ulrich Zwingli , Johannes Oecolampadius , and John Calvin , notably returned to the patristic model of
preaching through books of the Bible. The goal of Protestant worship, as conditioned by these reforms, was
above all to offer glory to God for the gift of grace in Jesus Christ, to rouse the congregation to a deeper faith ,
and to inspire them to practice works of love for the benefit of the neighbor, rather than carry on with
potentially empty rituals. One early female writer of sermons in England was Mary Deverell â€” In the 18th
and 19th centuries during the Great Awakening , major evangelistic sermons were made at revivals , which
were especially popular in the United States. In these sermons the wrath of God was intended to be made
evident. Edwards also preached on Religious Affections, [14] which discussed the divided Christian world.
Jewish tradition[ edit ] Rabbinic ordination often includes the phrase, Rabbi, Teacher, and Preacher in Israel,
and there is a long history of using sermons in Judaism as part of education, ethics , a call to repentance, or as
a message of hope, often during difficult times. In , Rabbi Philip R. Alstat , an early leader of Conservative
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Judaism , spoke and wrote about the lesson of hope that the festival of Passover could give to the Jewish
people, despite the rising power of Nazism in Europe: Perhaps in our generation the counsel of our Talmudic
sages may seem superfluous, for today the story of our enslavement in Egypt is kept alive not only by
ritualistic symbolism, but even more so by tragic realism. We are the contemporaries and witnesses of its daily
re-enactment. Are not our hapless brethren in the German Reich eating "the bread of affliction"? Are not their
lives embittered by complete disenfranchisement and forced labor? Are they not lashed mercilessly by brutal
taskmasters behind the walls of concentration camps? Are not many of their men-folk being murdered in cold
blood? Is not the ruthlessness of the Egyptian Pharaoh surpassed by the sadism of the Nazi dictators? And yet,
even in this hour of disaster and degradation, it is still helpful to "visualize oneself among those who had gone
forth out of Egypt. Only our estranged kinsmen, the assimilated, and the de-Judaized, go to pieces under the
impact of the blow But those who visualize themselves among the groups who have gone forth from the
successive Egypts in our history never lose their sense of perspective, nor are they overwhelmed by confusion
and despair It is this faith, born of racial experience and wisdom, which gives the oppressed the strength to
outlive the oppressors and to endure until the day of ultimate triumph when we shall "be brought forth from
bondage unto freedom, from sorrow unto joy, from mourning unto festivity, from darkness unto great light,
and from servitude unto redemption. In the same way, he preached a message of hope in when he said that,
[16] "Undaunted, we confidently expect that some day, somehow, the present low ebb of liberty and
democracy will be followed by a rising tide whose onrush will irresistibly wash away the ramparts of tyranny.
He shared his vision of that State by proclaiming that, "Whether the Jewish State be large or small, its
importance in the family of nations will be determined, not by its limited area, but by its creative genius and
cultural contributions to mankind. Like Judaea and Athens of old, it may be only a small vessel, but
exceedingly rich in precious content. The types of sermons are: Biographical sermons â€” tracing the story of
a particular biblical character through a number of parts of the Bible. Evangelistic sermons associated with the
Greek word kerygma â€” seeking to convert the hearers or bring them back to their previous faith through a
recounting of the foundational story of the religion, in Christianity, the Good News. Expository preaching â€”
exegesis , that is sermons that expound and explain a text to the congregation. Illuminative sermons, also
known as proems petihta â€” which connect an apparently unrelated biblical verse or religious question with
the current calendrical event or festival. Redemptive-Historical Preaching â€” sermons that takes into
consideration the context of any given text within the broader history of salvation as recorded in the canon of
the bible. Topical sermons â€” concerned with a particular subject of current concern; Sermons can be both
written and spoken out loud. Delivery methods[ edit ] Sermons also differ in the amount of time and effort
used to prepare them. Extemporaneous preaching â€” preaching without overly detailed notes and sometimes
without preparation. Usually a basic outline and scriptural references are listed[ by whom? Impromptu
preaching â€” preaching without previous preparation. Scripted preaching â€” preaching with previous
preparation; it can be with help of notes or a script, or rely on the memory of the preacher. With the advent of
reception theory , researchers also became aware that how sermons are listened to affects their meaning as
much as how they are delivered. The expectations of the congregation, their prior experience of listening to
oral texts, their level of scriptural education, and the relative social positionsâ€”often reflected in the physical
arrangementâ€”of sermon-goers vis-a-vis the preacher are part of the meaning of the sermon. Albert Raboteau
describes a common style of Black preaching first developed in America in the early 19th century, and
common throughout the 20th and into the 21st centuries: The preacher begins calmly, speaking in
conversational, if oratorical and occasionally grandiloquent, prose; he then gradually begins to speak more
rapidly, excitedly, and to chant his words and time to a regular beat; finally, he reaches an emotional peak in
which the chanted speech becomes tonal and merges with the singing, clapping, and shouting of the
congregation.
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Christian biblical exegetes have traditionally distinguished four senses of Scripture: the literal, the allegorical, the
anagogical, and the moral.

Print Is faith in God an escape from reality? Might Isaiah simply seek to distract Judeans from facing their
problems by concocting an otherworldly scene up above the clouds? Do preachers have something substantive
to offer to 21st century Christians in the midst of political turmoil, cynicism, corruption, and constant fear of
explosive violence? This text deals with these very questions. The first five chapters of Isaiah lay out the
spiritual problem of the Judeans. They have forgotten and forsaken the Lord 1: Greed has led to injustice 5:
We should not look for chronological order in the early chapters of Isaiah, but a comprehensive picture of the
situation within which Isaiah sees his vision. One can fruitfully read this vision by imagining the scene Isaiah
evokes. He sees God sitting on a throne; he hears the calling of the seraphs; he smells the smoke; he feels the
shaking of the temple; he tastes the live coal. Isaiah does not simply dream, with seeing and hearing. Isaiah
describes a scene both powerful and awe-inspiring, if not downright frightening. The Lord sits on an elevated
throne. Nevertheless, Isaiah can see the seraphs above the deity, so his perspective creates some confusion.
Like the seraphs are flying serpents, with six pairs of wings. One pair covers their eyes, so that they cannot see
the divine face. Smoke billows out; the whole temple shakes. The scene conveys no hint of weakness. God is
strong, holy and glorious. When I preached on his passage in my churches, I often threatened to bring live
charcoal briquettes for the next prayer of confession. Most of the time, the congregation understood the
humor. Nevertheless, the scene in our text communicates an important truth. Isaiah recognizes his sinfulness
and undergoes an act of intense pain to gain forgiveness remember, this is a vision! The live coal represents
the cleansing fire. This passage, when not taken literally, communicates the seriousness of sin. We do not
think that sin originates in our lips, but our words often betray our sinfulness. This passage raises important
questions for the contemporary church. What does it mean for us that Isaiah paints a picture of God so large
and imposing that the lower half of the divine robe filled the heavenly temple? Is that vision more real than the
problems of the world and the infighting of the church itself? Does an imposing God both empower us and
chasten us? As we battle the evil of the world, does a powerful God stand behind us, and if so, in what way?
Does a powerful God act as a disciplinarian to the church for our pettiness, selfishness, and worldliness? What
does this image of a powerful, imposing God do to our assumptions about God as our friend, therapist, and
problem-solving assistant? We need not fear the overwhelming problems of the world, because God is high,
lifted up, and surrounded by flying snakes. We should also respect God for the same reason. The Revised
Common Lectionary cuts this passage off at a convenient place, right as the prophet responds to the call to go
on behalf of this imposing God. God sends the prophet into an uncertain, sinful, unstable situation. The verses
that come after verse 8 raise even more interesting issues. The people will not listen. The passage offers hope
in the form of a God strong enough for the evil in the world. The passage, within the context of the whole
chapter, does not excuse sloppy work in the church, but it does not promise outward success either. The vision
does not excuse self-righteousness if the people do not respond. Isaiah recognized his own sinfulness. The
church does not present this vision simplistically, but the church accepts the challenge of the vision. The
passage calls the church, clergy first, into ministry with integrity. The church, despite the response of the
world, claims that vision, gains power from that vision and draws hope from that vision.
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fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

The literal sense teaches what happened, The allegorical what you should believe, The moral what you should
do, The anagogical where you are going. This is odd, not only because making use of all four senses has been
at the heart of great preaching throughout the centuries, but also because the modern lectionary was arranged
with Old Testament readings to match the Gospel reading precisely to foster a sense of how, as St. And yet we
rarely hear them in modern preaching. Even the literal sense of the text often disappears from sight because
preachers rarely repeat the Bible readings for the day even though, by the time they make it into the pulpit,
many people in the congregation have forgotten them. In my experience, priests will mention the Gospel
occasionally, the Old Testament reading rarely, and the Epistle never. This is a shame because the readings
from the Pauline epistles contain some of the most important theological material in the entire Bible. Instead
of delving right into the Scriptural readings for the day, it is not uncommon for modern preachers to start with
a personal story or a joke. In the Middle Ages, there was something analogous: Although widely popular
among others, neither Thomas Aquinas nor Bonaventure ever used exempla. Here we have arguably the two
greatest preachers of the thirteenth century, and neither of them used these popular little stories. Christ did not
say to his first company: But now men go to preach with jests and jeers, and just as long as they can raise a
laugh, the cowl puffs up, and nothing more is asked So, too, the Dominican friar, Jacopo Passavanti ca.
Jean-Pierre Torrell, tells us: That is why we scarcely find in him those little stories exempla so valued by so
many preachers. In retrospect, one imagines there were both good exempla and bad. Many of us have had the
privilege of hearing sermons with interesting and illuminating stories or especially illustrative examples from
great literature or the lives of the saints. But this is not common. And yet, these little stories can also be
overused or poorly used. Such preachers are replacing the universal word of God with a particular story from
their own lives. The results are often a thin gruel, lacking the spiritual nourishment educated adults require in a
toxic, increasingly anti-Catholic culture. Catholics with high levels of secular training in law, business, or
medicine who have an eighth-grade level understanding of their faith are likely to be dominated by their
secular training alone. An educated congregation needs educated preaching, as St.
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Thomas G. Long presents a great commentary for the preacher. The author shares what is often overlooked in sermon
preparation and brings a new light of inspiration.

In one of my three plenaries, I talked about "writing for the senses. I believe not only in writing for the senses,
but in teaching and preaching for them, too. Some of my favorite sensory preaching moments in the past have
been: Taste and Touch On Palm Sunday , in the final message in a series called "Do Something," I talked
about how during my latest visit to Jerusalem, as our group was walking through the Old City of Jerusalem,
our guide Nader pointed out to us several times a scrap of bread on a window ledge or a few pieces on an
electrical box. So I asked everyone to come to communion, expecting to meet the living Christ in the breaking
of bread, like those two disciples. And then I asked them, on their way back to their seats, to leave a piece or
two or more of bread on the window ledge to represent the person or persons they had invited or planned to
invite to Easter, with a prayer that that person would someday soon be meeting the living Christ in the
breaking of bread, as they had just done. It prompted a beautiful response from the people of God that day.
Some people giggled through the whole thing. I thought I was groovy. So I produced a fresh Krispy Kreme
donut and asked how many would eat that donut if I gave it to them. Of course, many hands were raised. Then
I produced a ketchup bottle, a jar of jam and a bottle of hot sauce, and added those ingredients to the donut,
asking if anyone would eat it. ONE young man in each celebration that morning! The crowd loved itâ€”and
even more when one of the guys had to leave the room shortly after to get a drink, or crackers, or something!
It was funâ€”and, I hope, got the point across. In it, I depicted salvation as wedding ch. We divided the
message into two parts, separated by the celebration of communion. For the first part of the message, I came
onstage in a tuxedo and issued the invitation, "Come to the Wedding" from Revelation After communion, I
returned to the stage, this time in Army camo fatigues and issued the call, "Go out to War," from Rev. We also
had, on each seat in the auditorium, a card with a printed invitation to the wedding of the Lamb on one side,
and a draft notice on the other; as part of the response, I urged participants, if they accepted the wedding
invitation, to also sign the signature line on the draft notice, emphasizing that we kid ourselves if we think we
can come to the wedding without joining in the battle. He actually constructed a silo in the auditorium and
delivered the first ten minutes or so of the message from INSIDE the silo, and had a video feed that showed
him, contained and isolated in the silo, speaking to us from the big screen! He also had a SECOND camera
that he could switch back and forth from to show us the cozy confines of his self-imposed cell. It was a
memorable way to depict how many of us tend to prefer isolation from each other rather than engagement and
vulnerability and community with each other. The following weeks, people donated shoes by the hundreds,
and we shipped them as a Christmas gift to the Soles4Souls distribution center! Over the years, some of my
favorite and, I think, most impactful preaching experiences have been those in which I remembered to employ
multiple senses, especially those beyond sight and sound, and encouraged active participation from the saints.
Like when we roped off sections of the crowd to indicate circles of influence. Or when I released a live
butterfly as part of the message. Or when the Scripture reading included dramatic sound effects. Or when each
worshiper received a small smooth stone or a coin or a dollar to drive home a point. Or when the front of the
Easter Sunday auditorium was transformed into a luxuriant garden that not only looked beautiful but spread
the fragrance of flowers throughout the room. Those are the moments I enjoyed best as a preacher, and the
ones I think people remember best as participants. I only wish there were more of them. View all articles by
Bob Hostetler Bob Hostetler is a writer, editor and speaker from southeastern Ohio. He has coauthored a
dozen books with Josh McDowell. Bob is a frequent speaker at churches, conferences and retreats. He has
been a disc jockey, pastor, magazine editor, freelance book editor and, with his wife Robin, a foster parent to
10 boys though not all at once.
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It is called multi-sensory because it interfaces with multiple senses. Unlike conventional preaching, which stimulates only
the sense of hearing, multi-sensory communication stimulates multiple senses, i.e. the senses of hearing, seeing,
touching and sometimes even smell and taste.

7: Preaching and the Four Senses of Scripture
When I talk about myself out loud, I don't always make sense. I like tomatoes, sugar and salt, but I hate ketchup except
on fried white fish.

8: Sermon - Wikipedia
Over the years, some of my favorite (and, I think, most impactful) preaching experiences have been those in which I
remembered to employ multiple senses, especially those beyond sight and sound, and encouraged active participation
from the saints.

9: The Senses of Preaching Paper - Thomas G. Long : Westminster John Knox Press
Find Five Senses Sermons and Illustrations. Free Access to Sermons on Five Senses, Church Sermons, Illustrations on
Five Senses, and PowerPoints for Preaching on Five Senses.
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