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Answer While there are many misconceptions about this time period in American history, some of the most
egregious surround the institution of slavery in the mainland colonies of British North America. It is common
to read back into colonial times an understanding of slavery that is based on conditions that existed just prior
to the Civil War. It is also important to understand slavery as an historical institution that changed over time
and differed from place to place. To that end, one of the most common misconceptions is that slavery was a
uniquely or distinctively Southern institution prior to the American Revolution. This development would
occur after the American Revolution and during the first decades of the 19th century. Although slaves had
been sold in the American colonies since at least , slave labor did not come to represent a significant
proportion of the labor force in any part of North America until the last quarter of the 17th century. After that
time, the numbers of slaves grew exponentially. The North American mainland was a relatively minor
destination in the global slave-trading network. This figure, however, masks important regional differences. It
is important to remember that the North American mainland was a relatively minor destination in the global
slave-trading network. The vast majority of enslaved people ended up in sugar-producing regions of Brazil
and the West Indies. On the mainland British colonies, the demand for labor varied by region. In contrast to
the middle and New England colonies, the Southern colonies chose to export labor-intensive crops: While
most enslaved people in the Chesapeake labored on small farms, many of those in South Carolina lived on
large plantations with a large number of slaves. By , one third of all low-country South Carolina slaves lived
on units with 50 or more slaves. Ironically, those who lived on larger plantations were often allowed to
complete their tasks for the day and then spend the rest of their time as they liked, free from white supervision.
Those on smaller farms, however, often found themselves working side-by-side with their white masters, hired
white laborers, and only a small number of slaves. As a result, they faced more scrutiny from whites, were
expected to labor for the entire day, and had fewer opportunities to interact with other enslaved African
Americans. Slaves in the Urban North Although the largest percentages of slaves were found in the South,
slavery did exist in the middle and Northern colonies. Other large cities, such as Philadelphia and New York,
also supported significant enslaved populations. Although enslaved people in cities and towns were not
needed as agricultural workers, they were employed in a variety of other capacities: Particularly in urban
areas, owners often hired out their skilled enslaved workers and collected their wages. Others were used as
household servants and demonstrated high social status. Whatever the case, slaves were considered property
that could be bought and sold. Although Southern slaveholders had a deeper investment in slaves than
Northerners, many Northerners, too, had significant portions of their wealth tied up in their ownership of
enslaved people. Revolution Rhetoric and Redefining Slavery Once colonists started protesting against their
own enslavement, it was hard to deny the fundamental contradiction that slavery established. The widespread
ownership of slaves had significant implications. During the battles with Britain during the s and s, American
Patriots argued that taxing the colonies without their consent reduced the colonists to the status of slaves.
Since individuals in all the colonies owned slaves, this rhetoric had enormous emotional resonance throughout
the colonies and helped turn the colonists against the mother county. Moreover, once colonists started
protesting against their own enslavement, it was hard to deny the fundamental contradiction that slavery
established: Awareness of this contradiction forced white Americans to look at slavery in a new light. If
Americans chose to continue to enslave black people, they would have to devise new arguments to justify
slavery. This divergence in approach. Nonetheless, during and immediately after the American Revolution,
many individuals in both the North and the South took their revolutionary ideals seriously and concluded that
slavery was unjust. They freed, or manumitted, their slaves. Yet each state decided for itself how to handle the
issue. Northern states passed laws, or enacted judicial rulings, that either eliminated slavery immediately or
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put slavery on the road to gradual extinction. The story was different in the South. Because Southern states
had a much deeper economic investment in slavery, they resisted any efforts to eliminate slavery within their
boundaries. Although some but not all of the Southern states allowed individual owners to manumit their
slaves if they chose, no Southern state passed legislation that ended slavery completely, either immediately or
gradually. This divergence in approach was significant, as it began the time during which slavery would
disappear from the North and become uniquely associated with the South. This moment was arguably the fork
in the road that ultimately led the country to the sectional divisions that culminated in the coming of the Civil
War. For more information PBS. This site, associated with the PBS documentary series of the same name,
contains numerous primary source documents relating to slaves and slavery in colonial British North America.
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Abstract Of The Various Papers Recently Laid Before Parliament On That Subject [Society for the Mitigation and
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Pinterest Plan of a slave ship showinmg how slaves were stowed, manacled, into the hold. There is no slave
trader or slave owner, and certainly no enslaved person, who can compete with Wilberforce when it comes to
name recognition. Little surprise then that when, in , we marked the bicentenary of the abolition of the
transatlantic slave trade, the only feature film to emerge from the commemoration was Amazing Grace, a
Wilberforce biopic. George Orwell once likened Britain to a wealthy family that maintains a guilty silence
about the sources of its wealth. Orwell, whose real name was Eric Blair, had seen that conspiracy of silence at
close quarters. His father, Richard W Blair, was a civil servant who oversaw the production of opium on
plantations near the Indian-Nepalese border and supervised the export of that lethal crop to China. The
department for which the elder Blair worked was called, unashamedly, the opium department. However, the
Blair family fortune â€” which had been largely squandered by the time Eric was born â€” stemmed from their
investments in plantations far from India. The Blair name is one of thousands that appear in a collection of
documents held at the National Archives in Kew that have the potential to do to Britain what the hackers of
WikiLeaks and the researchers of PBS did to Affleck. The T71 files consist of 1, volumes of leather-bound
ledgers and neatly tied bundles of letters that have lain in the archives for years, for the most part unexamined.
They are the records and the correspondence of the Slave Compensation Commission. Not only did the slaves
receive nothing, under another clause of the act they were compelled to provide 45 hours of unpaid labour
each week for their former masters, for a further four years after their supposed liberation. In effect, the
enslaved paid part of the bill for their own manumission. The records of the Slave Compensation Commission
are an unintended byproduct of the scheme. They represent a near complete census of British slavery as it was
on 1 August, , the day the system ended. The T71s tell us how many slaves each of them owned, where those
slaves lived and toiled, and how much compensation the owners received for them. Although the existence of
the T71s was never a secret, it was not until that a team from University College London began to
systematically analyse them. The Legacies of British Slave-ownership project, which is still continuing, is led
by Professor Catherine Hall and Dr Nick Draper, and the picture of slave ownership that has emerged from
their work is not what anyone was expecting. The man who received the most money from the state was John
Gladstone, the father of Victorian prime minister William Ewart Gladstone. There are other famous names
hidden within the records. As did a distant ancestor of David Cameron. But what is most significant is the
revelation of the smaller-scale slave owners. Slave ownership, it appears, was far more common than has
previously been presumed. Many of these middle-class slave owners had just a few slaves, possessed no land
in the Caribbean and rented their slaves out to landowners, in work gangs. These bit-players were home
county vicars, iron manufacturers from the Midlands and lots and lots of widows. The geographic spread of
the slave owners who were resident in Britain in was almost as unexpected as the gender breakdown. Slavery
was once thought of as an activity largely limited to the ports from which the ships of the triangular trade set
sail; Bristol, London, Liverpool and Glasgow. Yet there were slave owners across the country, from Cornwall
to the Orkneys. In proportion to population, the highest rates of slave ownership are found in Scotland. The
T71 files have been converted into an online database; a free, publicly available resource. Those whose
surnames flashed up on screen experienced, like Ben Affleck, a strange sense of embarrassment, irrespective
of whether the slave owners in question were potentially ancestors. The descendants of the enslaved carry the
same English surnames that appear in the ledgers of the Slave Compensation Commission â€” Gladstone,
Beckford, Hibbert, Blair, etc â€” names that were imposed on their ancestors, initials that were sometimes
branded on their skin, in order to mark them as items of property. Among those who received payouts were the
ancestors of novelists George Orwell and Graham Greene.

Page 3

THE SLAVE COLONIES OF GREAT BRITAIN pdf
3: British Empire | Origins, Countries, History, & Facts | www.enganchecubano.com
The Slave Colonies Of Great Britain, Or, A Picture Of Negro Slavers Drawn By The Colonists Themselves: Being An
Abstract Of The Various Papers On That Subject.

The first English settlement in North America had actually been established some 20 years before, in , when a
group of colonists 91 men, 17 women and nine children led by Sir Walter Raleigh settled on the island of
Roanoke. Mysteriously, by the Roanoke colony had vanished entirely. Historians still do not know what
became of its inhabitants. In , just a few months after James I issued its charter, the London Company sent
men to Virginia on three ships: They reached the Chesapeake Bay in the spring of and headed about 60 miles
up the James River, where they built a settlement they called Jamestown. The Jamestown colonists had a
rough time of it: They were so busy looking for gold and other exportable resources that they could barely
feed themselves. The first African slaves arrived in Virginia in In , the English crown granted about 12
million acres of land at the top of the Chesapeake Bay to Cecilius Calvert, the second Lord Baltimore. This
colony, named Maryland after the queen, was similar to Virginia in many ways. Its landowners produced
tobacco on large plantations that depended on the labor of indentured servants and later African slaves.
Maryland became known for its policy of religious toleration for all. The New England Colonies The first
English emigrants to what would become the New England colonies were a small group of Puritan separatists,
later called the Pilgrims, who arrived in Plymouth in Ten years later, a wealthy syndicate known as the
Massachusetts Bay Company sent a much larger and more liberal group of Puritans to establish another
Massachusetts settlement. With the help of local natives, the colonists soon got the hang of farming, fishing
and hunting, and Massachusetts prospered. As the Massachusetts settlements expanded, they generated new
colonies in New England. Puritans who thought that Massachusetts was not pious enough formed the colonies
of Connecticut and New Haven the two combined in This made New York one of the most diverse and
prosperous colonies in the New World. In , the king granted 45, square miles of land west of the Delaware
River to William Penn, a Quaker who owned large swaths of land in Ireland. Lured by the fertile soil and the
religious toleration that Penn promised, people migrated there from all over Europe. Like their Puritan
counterparts in New England, most of these emigrants paid their own way to the coloniesâ€”they were not
indentured servantsâ€”and had enough money to establish themselves when they arrived. As a result,
Pennsylvania soon became a prosperous and relatively egalitarian place. The Southern Colonies By contrast,
the Carolina colony, a territory that stretched south from Virginia to Florida and west to the Pacific Ocean,
was much less cosmopolitan. In its northern half, hardscrabble farmers eked out a living. In its southern half,
planters presided over vast estates that produced corn, lumber, beef and pork, andâ€”starting in the sâ€”rice.
These Carolinians had close ties to the English planter colony on the Caribbean island of Barbados, which
relied heavily on African slave labor, and many were involved in the slave trade themselves. As a result,
slavery played an important role in the development of the Carolina colony. It split into North Carolina and
South Carolina in In , inspired by the need to build a buffer between South Carolina and the Spanish
settlements in Florida, the Englishman James Oglethorpe established the Georgia colony. By , on the eve of
revolution, there were nearly 2. These colonists did not have much in common, but they were able to band
together and fight for their independence. Start your free trial today.
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The Slavery Abolition Act (3 & 4 Will. IV c. 73) abolished slavery throughout the British Empire. This Act of the
Parliament of the United Kingdom expanded the jurisdiction of the Slave Trade Act which made the purchase or
ownership of slaves illegal within the British Empire, with the exception "of the Territories in the Possession of the East
India Company ", Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), and Saint Helena.

Captain John Hawkins made the first known English slaving voyage to Africa, in , in the reign of Elizabeth 1.
Hawkins made three such journeys over a period of six years. He captured over Africans and sold them as
goods in the Spanish colonies in the Americas. To start with, British traders supplied slaves for the Spanish
and Portuguese colonists in America. The first record of enslaved Africans being landed in the British colony
of Virginia was in Barbados became the first British settlement in the Caribbean in and the British took
control of Jamaica in The ports of Bristol and Liverpool, in particular, lobbied to have the charter changed
and, in , the monopoly was taken away. In the s, the number of slaves taken from Africa in British ships
averaged 6, per year. The profits gained from chattel slavery helped to finance the Industrial Revolution and
the Caribbean islands became the hub of the British Empire. By the end of the eighteenth century, four million
pounds came into Britain from its West Indian plantations, compared with one million from the rest of the
world. Who benefited from the Transatlantic Slave Trade? In the Transatlantic Slave Trade , triangle ships
never sailed empty and some people made enormous profits. James Houston, who worked for a firm of
18th-century slave merchants, wrote, "What a glorious and advantageous trade this is It is the hinge on which
all the trade of this globe moves. The money made on the Transatlantic Slave Trade triangle was vast and
poured into Britain and other European countries involved in slavery, changing their landscapes forever. In
Britain, those who had made much of their wealth from the trade built fine mansions, established banks such
as the Bank of England and funded new industries. Large sums of money were made by ship owners who
never left England. British Slave Traders - who bought and sold enslaved Africans. Plantation Owners - who
used slave labour to grow their crops. Vast profits could be made by using unpaid workers. Some planters
used the money they had made to become MPs. Others invested their profits in new factories and inventions,
helping to finance the Industrial Revolution. The factory owners in Britain - who had a market for their goods.
Textiles from Yorkshire and Lancashire were bought by slave-captains to barter with. One half of the textiles
produced in Manchester were exported to Africa and half to the West Indies. In addition, industrial plants were
built to refine the imported raw sugar. Glassware was needed to bottle the rum. West African leaders involved
in the trade - who captured people and sold them as slaves to Europeans. The ports - Bristol and Liverpool
became major ports through fitting out slave ships and handling the cargoes they brought back. Bankers banks and finance houses grew rich from the fees and interest they earned from merchants who borrowed
money for their long voyages. Ordinary people - the Transatlantic Slave Trade provided many jobs for people
back in Britain. Many people worked in factories which sold their goods to West Africa. These goods would
then be traded for enslaved Africans. Birmingham had over gun-makers, with , guns a year going to
slave-traders. Others worked in factories that had been set up with money made from the Slave Trade. Many
trades-people bought a share in a slave ship. Slave labour also made goods, such as sugar, more affordable for
people living in Britain.
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Britain, the 'nefarious trade' and slavery. Britain followed in the footsteps of the Portuguese in voyaging to the west coast
of Africa and enslaving Africans. The British participation in what has come to be called the 'nefarious trade' was begun
by Sir John Hawkins with the support and investment of Elizabeth I in

See Article History Slavery Abolition Act, , in British history, act of Parliament that abolished slavery in most
British colonies, freeing more than , enslaved Africans in the Caribbean and South Africa as well as a small
number in Canada. It received Royal Assent on August 28, , and took effect on August 1, Merchants began to
demand an end to the monopolies on the British market held by the Caribbean colonies and pushed instead for
free trade. The persistent struggles of enslaved Africans and a growing fear of slave uprisings among
plantation owners were another major factor. Legal challenges to slavery in British North America British
abolitionists had actively opposed the transatlantic trade in African people since the s. Several abolitionist
petitions were organized in alone, which collectively garnered the support of 1. Such antislavery views spread
to Upper Canada , influencing the passage there of the Act to Limit Slavery, the first such legislation in the
British colonies. In , for instance, Pierre-Louis Panet introduced a bill to the National Assembly to abolish
enslavement in Lower Canada, but the bill languished over several sessions and never came to a vote. Instead,
individual legal challenges first raised in the late s undermined the institution of enslavement in these areas.
Charlotte and another enslaved woman named Judith were accordingly freed that winter. Monk stated in his
ruling that he would apply this interpretation of the law to subsequent cases. Another significant case came
before the courts in Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, when a local military officer, Frederick William Hecht,
sought to establish his title to an enslaved woman named Rachel Bross. Rulings in such cases did not always
favour emancipation, however. Only two years after the trials of Charlotte and Bross, an enslaved woman
named Nancy petitioned for her freedom in the New Brunswick courts. Fourteen years earlier, Nancy had run
away with her son and three others, but they were caught and returned to her owner, a farmer and Loyalist
settler named Caleb Jones. The challenge filed by her attorneys was that slavery was a socially accepted
custom but was not officially recognized in New Brunswick. Enslaved Africans in British North America were
relatively isolated and far smaller in number. For most enslaved people in British North America, however,
the Act resulted only in partial liberation, as it only emancipated children under the age of six, while others
were to be retained by their former owners for four to six years as apprentices. Those who had been enslaved
did not receive any compensation either. The Act also made Canada a free territory for enslaved American
blacks. Thousands of fugitive slaves and free blacks subsequently arrived on Canadian soil between and the
early s. The original version of this entry was published by The Canadian Encyclopedia. Learn More in these
related Britannica articles:
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Great Britain was not alone in this line of thinking. The French, Spanish and Portuguese competed with the British for
colonies; it was thought, no great nation could exist and be self-sufficient.

In that year, the British Parliament outlawed the slave trade. While the anniversary passed without too much
comment in the United States, it was commemorated widely in Britain. Between the seventeenth and
nineteenth centuries, millions of Africans were transported across the Atlantic to death or degradation as
slaves in the Americas. Finally in , thanks to the impassioned efforts of the Anti-Slavery Society, the British
Parliament took the great step of making the slave trade illegal â€” a story recently told in the movie Amazing
Grace. Then, in , Parliament ended slavery in British colonies. Many see and as the first great victories in the
campaign for human rights. Sherwood suggests that the British abolition of slavery has a badly tarnished
legacy. After Abolition reveals the extent to which Britain continued to profit from slavery and the slave trade
even after it had outlawed both practices, and it uncovers a hidden history of depravity, hypocrisy, and willful
blindness. After Abolition makes the claim that Britain has used the heroic myth of as an excuse to avoid
facing up to continued British involvement with slavery. The Act of had made it illegal for British subjects to
buy or sell slaves, or otherwise be involved in the trade. Many, however, simply evaded its restrictions. Slave
ships were regularly fitted out in British ports like Liverpool or Bristol. In fact, until carrying slaving
equipment like shackles was not considered proof of involvement in the slave trade. Even after it became
impossible for slave ships to be fully equipped in British ports, ships continued to fit out there and load their
slaving gear just outside British waters. Often the law was evaded by British ships operating under the Spanish
or Portuguese flag, since neither country had yet outlawed the trade. While Britain, and later other nations,
supported an Anti-Slaving Squadron to catch slavers off the West African coast, many of the ships they
confiscated were re-sold to known slavers. Even where the slavers were not themselves British, they often
relied on British credit and shipyards. After all, there was still a thriving market for slaves in Brazil, the
Spanish colonies, and the United States. Millions of Africans were exported as slaves after , many of them
carried in ships financed, built, or equipped in Britain According to Sherwood, the British Emancipation Act
of was equally half-hearted. It ended slavery only in the Caribbean, not the rest of the British Empire. Slavery
only became illegal in India in , on the Gold Coast in , and in Nigeria in In the late nineteenth century,
colonial soldiers and police in Africa were often slaves themselves. Even after it was officially prohibited,
slavery continued under other names as indentured service or forced labor. As late as , colonial officials
privately acknowledged that domestic slavery existed in northern Ghana. Equally damning is the fact that after
, British investment continued in places where slavery remained legal, like Cuba and Brazil. British merchants
and bankers lived in Cuba and helped finance the trade. British consuls, or their families, even owned slaves.
Similarly, Brazilian mines and plantations that relied on slave labor were financed by British capital. After
Abolition shows how, despite the laws of and , Britain was generally apathetic about the fate of African slaves.
In the s, despite the pleas of the Anti-Slavery Society, Parliament reduced the duty tax on imported
slave-grown sugar to the same rate as sugar grown by free workers â€” Lt. The Anti-Slavery Squadron which
was supposed to enforce the Act was soon outmatched by newer, faster, slave trading ships. Sherwood
wonders why, having agreed to abolish the trade, Parliament was so slow to make their abolition effective.
Was it because of the continuing importance of slavery and the slave trade to the British economy? After
Abolition suggests that more of the Industrial Revolution was built on the backs of slavery than people would
like to admit. The story After Abolition tells is a horrifying one, but it is still incomplete. As Sherwood admits,
she has uncovered more questions than answers. Just how extensive was surreptitious British involvement in
the post slave trade and to what extent did trade and investment in slave-holding countries support British
industrialization? Those interested in British or African history will find After Abolition a worthwhile read.
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And British owners living within the home British isles, as well as within its colonies, owned African slaves. Ship owners
transported enslaved West Africans, as well as British natives, to the New World to be sold into slave labour.

Maritime expansion, driven by commercial ambitions and by competition with France , accelerated in the 17th
century and resulted in the establishment of settlements in North America and the West Indies. Slave trading
had begun earlier in Sierra Leone , but that region did not become a British possession until Nearly all these
early settlements arose from the enterprise of particular companies and magnates rather than from any effort
on the part of the English crown. The crown exercised some rights of appointment and supervision, but the
colonies were essentially self-managing enterprises. The formation of the empire was thus an unorganized
process based on piecemeal acquisition, sometimes with the British government being the least willing partner
in the enterprise. In the 17th and 18th centuries, the crown exercised control over its colonies chiefly in the
areas of trade and shipping. In accordance with the mercantilist philosophy of the time, the colonies were
regarded as a source of necessary raw materials for England and were granted monopolies for their products,
such as tobacco and sugar, in the British market. In return, they were expected to conduct all their trade by
means of English ships and to serve as markets for British manufactured goods. The Navigation Act of and
subsequent acts set up a closed economy between Britain and its colonies; all colonial exports had to be
shipped on English ships to the British market, and all colonial imports had to come by way of England.
Competition with France British military and naval power, under the leadership of such men as Robert Clive ,
James Wolfe , and Eyre Coote , gained for Britain two of the most important parts of its empireâ€”Canada and
India. Malacca joined the empire in , and Sir Stamford Raffles acquired Singapore in Dominance and
dominions The 19th century marked the full flower of the British Empire. That office, which began in , was
first an appendage of the Home Office and the Board of Trade, but by the s it had become a separate
department with a growing staff and a continuing policy; it was the means by which discipline and pressure
were exerted on the colonial governments when such action was considered necessary. Partly owing to
pressure from missionaries, British control was extended to Fiji , Tonga , Papua, and other islands in the
Pacific Ocean , and in the British High Commission for the Western Pacific Islands was created. The French
completion of the Suez Canal provided Britain with a much shorter sea route to India. Britain responded to
this opportunity by expanding its port at Aden , establishing a protectorate in Somaliland now Somalia , and
extending its influence in the sheikhdoms of southern Arabia and the Persian Gulf. Cyprus , which was, like
Gibraltar and Malta, a link in the chain of communication with India through the Mediterranean, was occupied
in Elsewhere, British influence in the Far East expanded with the development of the Straits Settlements and
the federated Malay states, and in the s protectorates were formed over Brunei and Sarawak. The greatest
19th-century extension of British power took place in Africa , however. Britain was the acknowledged ruling
force in Egypt from and in the Sudan from
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Slavery Abolition Act, (), in British history, act of Parliament that abolished slavery in most British colonies, freeing more
than , enslaved Africans in the Caribbean and South Africa as well as a small number in Canada.

Before [ edit ] From before Roman times, slavery was normal in Britannia , with slaves being routinely
exported. Brigit , a patron saint of Ireland, was herself the daughter of Brocca, a Christian Brythonic Pict and
slave in Ireland who had been baptised by Saint Patrick. A female slave cumal was often used as a unit of
value, e. Vikings traded with the Gaelic , Pictish, Brythonic and Saxon kingdoms in between raiding them for
slaves. Anglo-Saxon opinion turned against the sale of English abroad: The influence of the new Norman
aristocracy led to the decline of slavery in England. Contemporary writers noted that the Scottish and Welsh
took captives as slaves during raids, a practice which was no longer common in England by the 12th century.
However, by the start of the 13th century references to people being taken as slaves stopped. While there was
no legislation against slavery in Ireland and Wales, [19] William the Conqueror introduced a law preventing
the sale of slaves overseas. Penal transportation Transportation to the colonies as a criminal or an indentured
servant served as punishment for both genuine and petty crimes in England and Ireland from the 17th century
until well into the 19th century. A sentence could be for life or a specific period. The penal system required
convicts to work on government projects such as road construction, building works and mining, or be assigned
to free individuals as unpaid labour. Women were expected to work as domestic servants and farm labourers.
Similar to slaves, indentured servants could be bought and sold, could not marry without the permission of
their owner, were subject to physical punishment, and saw their obligation to labour enforced by the courts.
However, they did retain certain heavily restricted rights this contrasts with slaves who had none A convict
who had served part of his time might apply for a "ticket of leave" permitting some prescribed freedoms. This
enabled some convicts to resume a more normal life, to marry and raise a family, and a few to develop the
colonies while removing them from the society. Exile was an essential component and thought to be a major
deterrent to crime. Transportation was also seen as a humane and productive alternative to execution , which
would most likely have been the sentence for many if transportation had not been introduced. The
transportation of British subjects overseas can be traced back to the English Vagabonds Act During the reign
of Henry VIII , it has been estimated that approximately 72, people were put to death for a variety of crimes.
Transportation of criminals to North America was undertaken from to When the American revolution made it
unfeasible to carry out transportation to the thirteen colonies, those sentenced to it were typically punished
with imprisonment or hard labour instead. From to , criminals convicted and sentenced under the Act were
transported to the colonies in Australia. Following the Irish uprising in and subsequent Cromwellian invasion,
the English Parliament passed the Act for the Settlement of Ireland which classified the Irish population into
one of several categories according to their degree of involvement in the uprising and subsequent war. Those
who had participated in the uprising or assisted the rebels in any way were sentenced to be hanged and to have
their property confiscated. Other categories were sentenced to banishment with whole or partial confiscation
of their estates. While the majority of the resettlement took place within Ireland to the province of Connaught ,
perhaps as many as 50, were transported to the colonies in the West Indies and in North America. Cromwell
shipped Romanichal Gypsies as slaves to the southern plantations and there is documentation of Gypsies being
owned by former black slaves in Jamaica. His goal was to alleviate over-population and lack of food resources
in his glens. Numerous Highland Jacobite supporters, captured in the aftermath of Culloden and rigorous
Government sweeps of the Highlands, were imprisoned on ships on the River Thames. Some were sentenced
to transportation to the Carolinas as indentured servants. Few could afford this, until a further law in
established their freedom and made this slavery and bondage illegal. Workhouse From the 17th century to the
19th century, workhouses took in people whose poverty left them no other alternative. They were employed
under forced labour conditions. Workhouses took in abandoned babies, usually presumed to be illegitimate.
When they grew old enough, they were used as child labour. Charles Dickens represented such issues in his
fiction. A life example was Henry Morton Stanley. This was a time when many children worked; if families
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were poor, everyone worked. Only in and were the first general protective laws against child labour, the
Factory Acts , passed in Britain. Arab slave trade and Barbary corsairs Five Englishmen escaping slavery from
Algiers , Barbary Coast, From the 16th to the 19th centuries it is estimated that between 1 million and 1.
Considering what the number of sailors who were taken with each ship was likely to have been, these
examples translate into a probable 7, to 9, able-bodied British men and women taken into slavery in those
years. The pirates killed two villagers and captured almost the whole population of over people, who were put
in irons and taken to a life of slavery in North Africa. Villagers along the south coast of England petitioned the
king to protect them from abduction by Barbary pirates. Item 20 of The Grand Remonstrance, [32] a list of
grievances against Charles I and presented to him in , contains the following complaint about Barbary pirates
of the Ottoman Empire abducting English people into slavery:
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British Empire, a worldwide system of dependenciesâ€” colonies, protectorates, and other territoriesâ€”that over a span
of some three centuries was brought under the sovereignty of the crown of Great Britain and the administration of the
British government.

We have no slaves at home â€” Then why abroad? Slaves cannot breathe in England; if their lungs Receive
our air, that moment they are free. They touch our country, and their shackles fall. And jealous of the blessing.
Spread it then, And let it circulate through every vein. Passed by the local Legislative Assembly , it was the
first legislation to outlaw the slave trade in a part of the British Empire. Abolitionist Henry Brougham realized
that trading would continue and as a new MP successfully introduced the Slave Trade Felony Act which at last
made slave trading criminal throughout the empire. It did suppress the slave trade, but did not stop it entirely.
Between and , the West Africa Squadron captured 1, slave ships and freed , Africans. During the Christmas
holiday of , a large-scale slave revolt in Jamaica, known as the Baptist War , broke out. It was organised
originally as a peaceful strike by the Baptist minister Samuel Sharpe. The rebellion was suppressed by the
militia of the Jamaican plantocracy and the British garrison ten days later in early Because of the loss of
property and life in the rebellion, the British Parliament held two inquiries. The results of these inquiries
contributed greatly to the abolition of slavery with the Slavery Abolition Act In practical terms, only slaves
below the age of six were freed in the colonies. Former slaves over the age of six were redesignated as
"apprentices", and their servitude was abolished in two stages: The amount of money to be spent on the
compensation claims was set at "the Sum of Twenty Million Pounds Sterling". The money was not paid back
until Point de six ans" "Not six years. No six years" , drowning out the voice of the Governor. Peaceful
protests continued until a resolution to abolish apprenticeship was passed and de facto freedom was achieved.
Full emancipation for all was legally granted ahead of schedule on 1 August Papers relating to the charges
were lost when the Forerunner was wrecked off Madeira in October In the absence of the papers, the English
courts refused to proceed with the prosecution. This film, August A Day in the Life of a People, tells of six
significant events in African-American history that happened on the same date, August
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