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He was born in Stratford-Upon-Avon, son of John Shakespeare, a prosperous merchant and local politician
and Mary Arden, who had the wealth to send their oldest son to Stratford Grammar School. At 18,
Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway, the year-old daughter of a local farmer, and they had their first daughter
six months later. He probably developed an interest in theatre by watching plays performed by traveling
players in Stratford while still in his youth. Some time before , he left his family to take up residence in
London, where he began acting and writing plays and poetry. His plays enjoyed great popularity and high
critical acclaim in the newly built Globe Theatre. Before retiring to Stratford in , after the Globe burned down,
he wrote more than three dozen plays that we are sure of and more than sonnets. He was celebrated by Ben
Jonson, one of the leading playwrights of the day, as a writer who would be "not for an age, but for all time," a
prediction that has proved to be true. Today, Shakespeare towers over all other English writers and has few
rivals in any language. His genius and creativity continue to astound scholars, and his plays continue to delight
audiences. Many have served as the basis for operas, ballets, musical compositions, and films. While Jonson
and other writers labored over their plays, Shakespeare seems to have had the ability to turn out work of
exceptionally high caliber at an amazing speed. This staggering output is even more impressive when one
considers its variety. Except for the English history plays, he never wrote the same kind of play twice. He
seems to have had a good deal of fun in trying his hand at every kind of play. Shakespeare wrote sonnets, all
published on , most of which were dedicated to his patron Henry Wriothsley, The Earl of Southhampton. He
also wrote 13 comedies, 13 histories, 6 tragedies, and 4 tragecomedies. His cause of death was unknown, but it
is surmised that he knew he was dying. He is the author of several books including Professing Literature: How
Schooling Obscures the Life of the Mind. James Phelan is an Australian writer, born in Melbourne, Australia
in He writes thrillers and young adult post-apocalyptic novels. He wrote a book of nonfiction entitled Literati.
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ACT I SCENE I. On a ship at sea: a tempestuous noise of thunder and lightning heard. Enter a Master and a Boatswain.
Master Boatswain! Boatswain Here, master: what cheer?
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