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1: This I Believe: Life Lessons-ExLibrary | eBay
This I Believe: Life Lessons is part of the This I Believe series, and offers the stories of people who are willing to share
their most deeply-held beliefs, beliefs that they feel have become part of their daily living.

The essay pushes students to write about something that matters to them and helps them get to know each
other on a deeper level. I know building relationships with students is important and a way to get to know
them is through their writing, so I did some research to see what other teachers were trying. I wanted to give
everyone plenty of time to write but held them to a firm deadline of having four weeks to work. I made it clear
that students had a lot of choice regarding both content and format. The biggest restriction came directly from
the This I Believe site: I know a lot of writing teachers are divided when it comes to word count, but I figured
it was still better than giving a specific number of required paragraphs and sentences. Over the spring
semester, we spent a lot of time reviewing both rhetorical and literary devices anaphora, hypothetical
questions, simile and I told students to focus on the devices they genuinely felt comfortable using. Helping
Students Choose a Topic Because the rubric leaves room for a lot of choice, I encouraged students to visit the
featured essays site and not only read, but listen to real examples. I also made it a point to tell them our end
goal was to share this essay with their entire class by way of a gallery walk. Can be feelings, symbols, names,
events, etc. After students generated this list, I asked them to consider what they wanted to write about and
share with others. I wanted them to imagine a larger audience and think outside of meeting my expectations.
For some, deciding what to write about was easy and they began drafting immediately. However, the majority
of students struggled not so much with what they believe, but how to write about it. Even though they
appreciated having so much choice, they still needed some direction to get started. I asked them to focus on
why they remember what they remember, and whether or not it impacts any of their beliefs. Another strategy I
tried was using involved sentence stems: I emphasized that these phrases did not have to be included in their
final products, but should help generate ideas. Drafting and Revising Because of block scheduling, I gave
students about a week and a half to complete a working draft, which required having at least two paragraphs of
their essay done. I only gave a portion of two to three class periods to actually write in class; students were
expected to write on their own time. I asked students to refer to the rubric and focus on voice and vocabulary
strategies. Questions I told them to consider were: Does this sound like me? Do I talk like this to my friends or
family? I gave students the option of reviewing their own essays or partnering up with someone to peer edit.
Again, this was the end of the year, so we had already established a pretty firm community of trust in class.
Students were very concerned with whether or not they were making sense, if they should add more, or if they
were being too repetitive, rather than only being concerned about capitalization, spelling, and grammatical
errors. Sharing the Finished Essays The culmination of this assignment was when the essays were shared in a
gallery walk. The gallery walk is my answer to having students write for a larger audience, and it really helps
this essay become about what students have to say instead of just another grade. With a gallery walk, not only
are students thinking about what they wrote, but they have the opportunity to think about what their classmates
wrote as well. I printed each essay without any names, and made sure any identifying statements were revised.
Because not every student turned in a final copy, I printed additional copies of some completed essays to
ensure every student had something to read during our gallery walk, instead of drawing attention to the two or
three students who did not finish the assignment. I placed the essays on different tables throughout the room
and allowed students to move around as needed; some chose to stand and read an essay, others opted to sit,
while others sprawled out on the floor to read. I played soft music and asked that the room volume stay quiet
enough to be able to hear the music at all times. Did you read this one yet? I wanted students to think about
what they were reading, and understand that feedback is a crucial part of the writing process After about 40
minutes, each essay had received multiple written comments, looking similar to the picture below: Overall, the
feedback was uplifting and actually created a sense of belonging in each class. A few said they wished they
had written this essay sooner. Sample Student Work I was floored by some of the essays I received. Some
made me laugh, some made me gasp, some made me cry. Compared to the typical papers I usually assign, this
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essay allowed my students to not just think about what they were writing but to care about their writing and to
be intentional in the language they were using, both in word choice and rhetorical strategies, because it was
about what they believe. It is some of the strongest student writing I have ever received as an English teacher.
From a student who by all outward appearances, comes from a traditional family. From a student battling
depression and anxiety. Although this essay helped end the year with a strong sense of community, I think
teachers could easily have students write it at the beginning of the school year or even in January at the start of
a new year. Learn something new every week.
2: This I Believe (Audiobook) by Jay Allison, Dan Gediman | www.enganchecubano.com
This I believe is a compilation of well known people telling a story about their life and how it has impacted them. The
great thing about this book is that you can read in whatever order you want and it will not matter.

3: Giving Voice to Students Through "This I Believe" Podcasts - ReadWriteThink
A perfect gift, the 60 essays in this collection are filled with valuable insights distilled from a wide range of personal life
www.enganchecubano.com I Believe: Life Lessons is a perfect gift for others or for yourself.

4: Power Lessons: "This I Believe" Essays | Cult of Pedagogy
THIS I BELIEVE: Life Lessons Inspiring life wisdom from people of all agesâ€”based on the This I Believe radio program
In the 's, Edward www.enganchecubano.com's radio program, THIS I BELIEVE, gave voice to the feelings and
treasured beliefs of Americans around the country.

5: This I Believe: Life Lessons | eBay
"Inspiring life wisdom from people of all ages--based on the This I Believe radio programThe popular This I Believe
series, which has aired on NPR and on Bob Edwards' shows on Sirius XM Satellite and public radio, explores the
personal beliefs and guiding principles by which Americans live today.

6: This I Believe: Life Lessons (for Book Clubs)
This I Believe: Life Lessons by Dan Gediman, Mary Jo Gediman, John Gregory Inspiring life wisdom from people of all
agesâ€”based on the This I Believe radio program The popular This I Believe series, which has aired on NPRand on
Bob Edwards' shows on Sirius XM Satellite and public radio,explores the personal beliefs and guiding principles by.

7: NPR Choice page
Inspiring life wisdom from people of all ages--based on the This I Believe radio programThe popular This I Believe
series, which has aired on NPR and on Bob Edwards' shows on Sirius XM Satellite and public radio, explores the
personal beliefs and guiding principles by which Americans live today.

8: This I Believe: Life Lessons (hardcover)
Moving and powerful first-person stories explore the beliefs and principles by which Americans live and the universal
truths they have learned. Heard on public radio, they offer wisdom, guidance, and inspiration for any and all.

9: This I Believe: Life Lessons by Dan Gediman
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Inspiring life wisdom from people of all agesâ€”based on the This I Believe radio program. The popular This I Believe
series, which has aired on NPR and on Bob Edwards' shows on Sirius XM Satellite and public radio, explores the
personal beliefs and guiding principles by which Americans live today.
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