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And if not before, are you curious now? In this place in , two little boys who had been killed, one in a farm
accident and another drowning, had been brought back to life after they were brought before the beautiful
image of the Virgin Mary of Altoetting. Lighting candles is the gesture one does for obtaining miracles, while
an ex-voto represents a sign of a miracle received. Throughout and surrouding this shrine, there is not actually
enough space on the walls to accommodate all the tributes. The wealthy gave items of silver to show their
thanks, whereas the less well off and even very poor people, often drew little pictures to show their gratitude.
Every day, little Joseph would watch and admire. But then one day right before Christmas: The teddy bear was
goneâ€¦. In Germany, litte ones get their presents after Holy Mass on December 24th. A promise Joseph
Ratzinger certainly kept. In exchange for his good behavior, the three things he requested very articulately:
Here, he began to appreciate the Mass more and more, especially as he observed his older brother serve and
his parents sing in the choir. Also, in this town, where young Joseph began to fall in love with the liturgy, is a
Marian Shrine, where he, with his mother and siblings, daily used to go to pray the rosary. On the way back,
we passed the rapids of a small river running downhill through a forest, giving shade in the summer. Even this
move to Auschau was done so that if soon there would be war, the family could have a home that supplied
them with natural resources and food to live on. After Hitler rose to power, its editor, Fritz Michael Gerlach,
was arrested and died in the Dachau concentration camp as a martyr; his beatification process started in The
priests on the pilgrimage had a beautiful moment concelebrating Mass in the Church in Traunstein where
Benedict celebrated his first Mass, after having been ordained in Freising. The Pastor of St. At this restaurant,
historian Michael Hesemann, who is close to the Ratzingers, shared yet another personal detail he knows well,
a delicious one. Another gastronomic surprise was trying the white sausages, which apparently, even now,
Benedict enjoys in the Vatican, often brought by his brother or by his personal friends from his time in
Bavaria. Despite being an accomplished professional, she was happy to instead dedicate her time to
performing many tasks that would have taken away from his scholarly endeavors. Welcoming the unexpected
Those participating also enjoyed various other memorable Bavarian Moments, along with time for free
exploration, eating well, and time of reflection. For instance, we visited the Weltenburg Monastery, on the
beautiful Danube River, which brewed the first Bavarian beer a thousand years agoâ€”and still continues the
operationâ€”and which served as a retreat for Professor Joseph Ratzinger and his doctoral students during the
years when he was a professor in Regensburg. There was also a very moving visit to Augsburg to see Mary,
Untier of Knots, who is so important to Pope Francis that he has made sure she is in Santa Marta, as well as a
fun stop at Neuschwanstein Castle, which was the inspiration for the castle in Disneyland.
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They were posted first to Ludwigsfeld, north of Munich, as part of a detachment responsible for guarding a
BMW aircraft engine plant. From Innsbruck their unit went to Gilching to protect the jet fighter base and to
attack Allied bombers as they massed to begin their runs towards Munich. At Gilching, Ratzinger served in a
telephone communications post. On 10 September , his class was released from the Corps. Returning home,
Ratzinger had already received a new draft notice for the Reichsarbeitsdienst. He was posted to the Hungarian
border area of Austria ; Austria having been annexed by Germany in the Anschluss of When Hungary was
occupied by the Red Army Ratzinger was put to work setting up anti-tank defences in preparation for the
expected Red Army offensive. Joseph Ratzinger again returned home. After three weeks passed, he was
drafted into the German army at Munich and assigned to the infantry barracks in the center of Traunstein , the
city near which his family lived. After basic infantry training, he served at various posts around the city with
his unit. They were never sent to the front. Desertions were widespread during the last weeks of the war,
although deserters were subject to death if caught. However, diminished morale and equally diminished risk of
prosecution from a preoccupied and disorganized German military contributed to the growing wave of soldiers
looking toward self-preservation. He left the city of Traunstein and headed for his nearby village. But, as I
walked out of a railroad underpass, two soldiers were standing at their posts, and for a moment the situation
was extremely exciting for me. Thank God that they, too, had had their fill of war and did not want to become
murderers. Cardinal Ratzinger wrote in his memoirs: Priestly formation â€” [ edit ] Following repatriation in ,
both Ratzinger brothers entered a Catholic seminary in Freising , and later studied at the Herzogliches
Georgianum of the Ludwig-Maximilian University in Munich. According to an interview with Peter Seewald[
who? By the end of his studies, he was drawn more to the active Saint Augustine than to Thomas Aquinas ,
and among the scholastics he was more interested in Saint Bonaventure. On 29 June , the brothers, along with
other seminarians from Traunstein seminary, were ordained in Freising by Cardinal Faulhaber of Munich. It
was completed in and he became a professor of Freising college in
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As the nickname soon attributed to him by tradition suggests, he was truly one of the greatest Pontiffs to have
honoured the Roman See and made a very important contribution to strengthening its authority and prestige.
He was the first Bishop of Rome to have been called Leo, a name used subsequently by another 12 Supreme
Pontiffs, and was also the first Pope whose preaching to the people who gathered round him during
celebrations has come down to us. Leo was a Tuscan native. In about the year A. In the year his prominent
role induced Galla Placidia, who then ruled the Empire of the West, to send him to Gaul to heal a difficult
situation. Leo heard the news precisely while he was carrying out his peace mission in Gaul. Having returned
to Rome, the new Pope was consecrated on 29 September This is how his Pontificate began. Pope Leo died
on 10 November and was buried near the tomb of St. Today, his relics are preserved in one of the altars in the
Vatican Basilica. The times in which Pope Leo lived were very difficult: This, naturally, could only add to the
importance and prestige of the Roman See. It dates back to when the Pope, together with a Roman delegation,
met Attila, chief of the Huns, in Mantua and dissuaded him from continuing the war of invasion by which he
had already devastated the northeastern regions of Italy. Thus, he saved the rest of the Peninsula. This
important event soon became memorable and lives on as an emblematic sign of the Pontiffs action for peace.
Unfortunately, the outcome of another Papal initiative three years later was not as successful, yet it was a sign
of courage that still amazes us: This gesture of the Pope â€” who, defenceless and surrounded by his clergy,
went forth to meet the invader to implore him to desist â€” nevertheless prevented Rome from being burned
and assured that the Basilicas of St. John, in which part of the terrified population sought refuge, were spared.
In these texts the Pontiff appears in all his greatness, devoted to the service of truth in charity through an
assiduous exercise of the Word which shows him to us as both Theologian and Pastor. This Council, held in
and in which Bishops took part, was the most important assembly ever to have been celebrated in the history
of the Church. Chalcedon represents the actual Christological goal of the three previous Ecumenical Councils:
Nicea in , Constantinople in and Ephesus in By the sixth century these four Councils that sum up the faith of
the ancient Church were already being compared to the four Gospels. This is what Gregory the Great affirms
in a famous letter I, The Council of Chalcedon, which rejected the heresy of Eutyches who denied the true
human nature of the Son of God, affirmed the union in his one Person, without confusion and without
separation, of his two natures, human and divine. The Pope asserted this faith in Jesus Christ, true God and
true man, in an important doctrinal text addressed to the Bishop of Constantinople, the so-called Tome to
Flavian which, read at Chalcedon, was received by the Bishops present with an eloquent acclamation.
Information on it has been preserved in the proceedings of the Council: From this intervention in particular,
but also from others made during the Christological controversy in those years, it is clear that the Pope felt
with special urgency his responsibilities as Successor of Peter, whose role in the Church is unique since "to
one Apostle alone was entrusted what was communicated to all the Apostles", as Leo said in one of his
sermons for the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul 83, 2. And the Pontiff was able to exercise these responsibilities, in
the West as in the East, intervening in various circumstances with caution, firmness and lucidity through his
writings and legates. Aware of the historical period in which he lived and of the change that was taking place
â€” from pagan Rome to Christian Rome â€” in a period of profound crisis, Leo the Great knew how to make
himself close to the people and the faithful with his pastoral action and his preaching. He enlivened charity in
a Rome tried by famines, an influx of refugees, injustice and poverty. He opposed pagan superstitions and the
actions of Manichaean groups. He associated the liturgy with the daily life of Christians: In particular, Leo the
Great taught his faithful â€” and his words still apply for us today â€” that the Christian liturgy is not the
memory of past events, but the actualization of invisible realities which act in the lives of each one of us. This
is what he stressed in a sermon cf. All this fits into a precise project, the Holy Pontiff insisted: This is the
Christological mystery to which St. Leo the Great, with his Letter to the Council of Ephesus, made an

Page 3

THROUGH THE YEAR WITH POPE BENEDICT XVI pdf
effective and essential contribution, confirming for all time â€” through this Council â€” what St. Peter said at
Caesarea Philippi. With Peter and as Peter, he professed: And so it is that God and man together "are not
foreign to the human race but alien to sin" cf. Through the force of this Christological faith he was a great
messenger of peace and love. He thus shows us the way: Let us therefore learn with St. Leo the Great to
believe in Christ, true God and true Man, and to implement this faith every day in action for peace and love of
neighbour. Posted by Thomas Yonan at.

Page 4

THROUGH THE YEAR WITH POPE BENEDICT XVI pdf
4: The first year of Pope Benedict XVIâ€™s pontificate | CRTN
This beautiful book, first published in , offers sermons and meditations of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger(Pope Benedict
XVI)and displays them as thoughts to ponder throughout the liturgical year.

Papal conclave, Benedict XVI was elected the th pope at the age of On 2 January , Time magazine quoted
unnamed Vatican sources as saying that Ratzinger was a front runner to succeed John Paul II should he die or
become too ill to continue as pope. On the death of John Paul II, the Financial Times gave the odds of
Ratzinger becoming pope as 7â€”1, the lead position, but close to his rivals on the liberal wing of the church.
In April , before his election as pope, he was identified as one of the most influential people in the world by
Time. At the conclave , "it was, if not Ratzinger, who? And as they came to know him, the question became,
why not Ratzinger? And I still remember vividly the then Cardinal Ratzinger sitting on the edge of his chair.
Dear brothers and sisters, after the great Pope John Paul II, the Cardinals have elected me, a simple, humble
labourer in the vineyard of the Lord. The fact that the Lord knows how to work and to act even with
insufficient instruments comforts me, and above all I entrust myself to your prayers. In the joy of the Risen
Lord, confident of his unfailing help, let us move forward. On 7 May, he took possession of his cathedral
church, the Archbasilica of St. Pope Benedict XV was pope during the First World War, during which time he
passionately pursued peace between the warring nations. Benedict of Nursia was the founder of the
Benedictine monasteries most monasteries of the Middle Ages were of the Benedictine order and the author of
the Rule of Saint Benedict , which is still the most influential writing regarding the monastic life of Western
Christianity. The Pope explained his choice of name during his first general audience in St. Filled with
sentiments of awe and thanksgiving, I wish to speak of why I chose the name Benedict. Firstly, I remember
Pope Benedict XV , that courageous prophet of peace, who guided the Church through turbulent times of war.
In his footsteps I place my ministry in the service of reconciliation and harmony between peoples. I ask him to
help us all to hold firm to the centrality of Christ in our Christian life: May Christ always take first place in our
thoughts and actions! The cardinals had formally sworn their obedience upon his election. He began using an
open-topped papal car , saying that he wanted to be closer to the people. Pope Benedict continued the tradition
of his predecessor John Paul II and baptised several infants in the Sistine Chapel at the beginning of each year,
in his pastoral role as Bishop of Rome. However, in an audience with Pope Benedict, Camillo Ruini , Vicar
General of the Diocese of Rome and the official responsible for promoting the cause for canonization of any
person who dies within that diocese, cited "exceptional circumstances" which suggested that the waiting
period could be waived. Cardinal Ruini inaugurated the diocesan phase of the cause for beatification in the
Lateran Basilica on 28 June Paul converted the inhabitants.
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Pope Benedict XVI (Latin: Benedictus PP. XVI; Italian: Benedetto XVI; German: Benedikt XVI.; born Joseph Aloisius
Ratzinger on 16 April ) was the th Pope, by virtue of his office of Bishop of Rome, the Sovereign of the Vatican City
State and the head of the Catholic Church.

His father, a policeman, belonged to an old family of farmers from Lower Bavaria of modest economic
resources. His mother was the daughter of artisans from Rimsting on the shore of Lake Chiem, and before
marrying she worked as a cook in a number of hotels. He spent his childhood and adolescence in Traunstein, a
small village near the Austrian border, thirty kilometres from Salzburg. In this environment, which he himself
has defined as "Mozartian", he received his Christian, cultural and human formation. His youthful years were
not easy. His faith and the education received at home prepared him for the harsh experience of those years
during which the Nazi regime pursued a hostile attitude towards the Catholic Church. He was enrolled in an
auxiliary anti-aircraft corps until September From to he studied philosophy and theology in the Higher School
of Philosophy and Theology of Freising and at the University of Munich. He received his priestly ordination
on 29 June A year later he began teaching at the Higher School of Freising. During this last year he held the
Chair of dogmatics and history of dogma at the University of Regensburg, where he was also Vice-President
of the University. From to he made a notable contribution to Vatican II as an "expert"; being present at the
Council as theological advisor of Cardinal Joseph Frings, Archbishop of Cologne. In together with Hans Urs
von Balthasar, Henri de Lubac and other important theologians, he initiated the theological journal
"Communio". On 28 May of the same year he received episcopal ordination. He was the first Diocesan priest
for 80 years to take on the pastoral governance of the great Bavarian Archdiocese. He chose as his episcopal
motto: He himself explained why: In spite of different approaches, what was involved, and continued to be so,
was following the truth and being at its service. On 15 February he resigned the pastoral governance of the
Archdiocese of Munich and Freising. He was President of the Preparatory Commission for the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, which after six years of work presented the new Catechism to the Holy Father. On 30
November he approved his election as Dean; together with this office he was entrusted with the Suburbicarian
See of Ostia. Among his many publications special mention should be made of his "Introduction to
Christianity", a compilation of University lectures on the Apostolic Creed published in ; "Dogma and
Preaching" an anthology of essays, sermons and reflections dedicated to pastoral arguments. His address to the
Catholic Academy of Bavaria on "Why I am still in the Church" had a wide resonance; in it he stated with his
usual clarity: His many publications are spread out over a number of years and constitute a point of reference
for many people specially for those interested in entering deeper into the study of theology. In he published his
interview-book on the situation of the faith The Ratzinger Report and in "Salt of the Earth". On the occasion
of his 70th birthday the volume "At the School of Truth" was published, containing articles by several authors
on different aspects of his personality and production.
6: Why did Pope Benedict XVI resign? - BBC News
Do you want to remove all your recent searches? All recent searches will be deleted.

7: Early life of Pope Benedict XVI - Wikipedia
In this Thursday, Dec. 25, , file photo, Pope Benedict XVI holds the pastoral staff as he celebrates Christmas midnight
Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican.

8: Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and Confession â€“ All About Confession
See all books authored by Pope Benedict XVI, including Jesus von Nazareth, and Deus caritas est, and more on
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Special moments in the early life of Pope Benedict were the discoveries to find on an ' Inside the Vatican'-run pilgrimage
that retraced the life of Benedict XVI throughout Bavaria and Rome.
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