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In them all, the reader will be instructed in the reality of Christian living, challenged by his straight forward approach and
clarity, and inspired to make a commitment towards authentic Christian spirituality in one's personal life.

When The Stars Are Right: Jones, Martian Migraine Press, It was a job I took seriously, and one I mean to get
back into when I have a medium to support it that is to say, when the medium supports me to do it. How much
more seriously, then, must I take the work of reviewing a book of prose that presents itself in a scriptural vein?
Moreover, what becomes the work of such a review? Can we really say that the overall theme of redemption
through its main narrative is really well-executed, while at the same time rendering irrelevant all those
niggling red-herring plot points hammered out in Leviticus and Deuteronomy? Do we have license to judge
that Christ comes across as a pretty great protagonist, but Elijahâ€”who curses forty-two little children to be
mauled to death by bears for insulting his baldness 2 Kings 2: Who are we to presume these things? If the
Word was the beginning and the end, who are we to spell-check it? This was my anxiety when approached to
review Scott R. What I found, to my relief and perhaps to yours, was a sister work of an altogether different
genre. To enter into an examination of the Great Old Ones burdened with the all-too-human assumption that
they are merely fictional creations of a single human mind is as faulty and blinkered as assuming that they are
actual deities. And in a peripheral way, that is the point: This, of course, is where the book really hits its stride.
For there is life there: Yog-Sothoth lives and seethes, bleeds across its own demarcation lines and breeds with
what it finds on the other sides. It is many-sided, of that we have no doubt. Lovecraft and his co-writer E. He
has less in common with a St. That he has done it well demands it. In this regard the book is exceptionally
well-titled: If there is a voice which accompanies the background radiation of the Universe, a howling between
the worlds, then surely that voice belongs to the Crawling Chaos. I think, in essence, these two sentences mean
the same thing in parallel; the parallelism works as a poetic device, but creates an ambiguity between the two
descriptions, neither of which can be exactly right if each variant requires the other for clarification. To the
spiritual quester, the space of ambiguity between the variants is delicious ground for soul-seeking; to the
theologian seeking to construct a system one conceivable to the human mind by which this soul-seeking might
be indulged, the space instead provides a frustration, an inexactness. Jones has an impossible task to contend
withâ€”like all spiritualists, his struggle is to tell the untellable, to make known the unknowableâ€”but when
confronted with this challenge, it may be better to double down on clarity, or at least to shift back and forth
between writing that indulges precision and that writing that indulges resonance. The tonal effect of such
writing suggests an author more confident as a writer than as a philosopher, and that is a shame: When The
Stars Are Right is more than capable of pulling its own weight as a work tasked with communicating a
sophisticated worldview. There is serious work to be done here, and the language sometimes dances gracefully
where it should trudge with purpose. Citations are light throughout only because there is nothing to cite: By a
combination of ingenuity and sincerity, it has pulled itself up from the swamp of unthinking Cthulhu-mythos
derivatives, abandoned the company of sycophantic Lovecraft-fanboy fish who swim incessantly around the
same pop-culture Cthulhu memes, and explores for the first time with determination and skill, if not always
perfectly clear direction an unfamiliar new ground. Jones should not be critiqued for covering this deeper and
more sophisticated ground eagerly while his eager flipper-feet are still being developed: When The Stars Are
Right feels like an important beginning: By whatever metaphor you like, this book draws first blood in a very
particular duel: It is the same prestige that never quite rubs off of the rather imperfect film Star Wars, in spite
of some dated compositing effects, a simplistic premise, a classic yet surprisingly anemic lightsaber duel [http:
But the standards of perfection can and should be relaxed for a work if it is entirely original: If there were a
genre of books out there like this one, it would be a solid book, a good example of its kind, and one worth
reading. Jones Martian Migraine Press, , pp. It releases to general print and electronic markets on March 21,
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Towards Authentic Christian Spirituality: Orthodox Pastoral Reflections [Emilianos Timiadis, Markos Nickolas] on
www.enganchecubano.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. Themes of Orthodox spirituality: discernment,
incarnation, community, asceticism, praxis and witness are the call of all Christians towards a life-giving spirituality that
heals the.

If we are not able to attend, for any valid reason, then we may benefit from listening to sermons that are
published online. Most churches that have a good size membership also have live sermons. And, this is not
merely any passive listening i. We are actively listening, hearing what God desires for us to hear, and even
taking notes. This may require some preparation on our part to "tune in" to be open to the teachings and
admonishes of the spirit. Reading the word of God is another layer to becoming more authentic in our
Christian life and character. As we read the scriptures, we may experience blessings as what we read begins to
enlighten us to who we are, what our purpose is in this life, and how we are to be of service toward other
individuals. Regular and consistent Bible reading helps us develop greater sense of worth, freedom, fun, and
belonging. Find time - it is typically recommended to start your day with a morning reading. However, one of
the greater benefits is to do what is called "bookending" by starting your day with prayer and reading the
scriptures; and, then, ending your day with prayer and reading the scriptures. Explore and find the specific
Bible reading plan that works for you. This helps a person read through the Bible in one year and provides life
principle concepts in a short minute devotional format. Find at least one specific word, phrase, or verse to
meditate on. Each session we spend in reading from the scriptures ought to leave us in a place of mindfully
meditating on what the passage reflects and how we are capable of applying it in our lives if in the morning or
how it may help us relax and reflect on the blessings and trials of the day if in the evening. While reading will
provide inspiration and breath to our Christian life. Studying the word of God is also a spiritual discipline as
we come to know the truth of what the Gospel is, who Christ is, the ministry of those whom God has called,
and how we are to sustain and maintain a healthy lifestyle. We desire to have quality intake instead of quantity
of what we read. This moves us to where we begin to memorize scriptural passages. Storing passages in our
minds allows us to bring them up when we are in need. We often are not carrying our scriptures around, and in
certain situations, may not even have time to call up specific passages through our phones or tablets.
Memorizing scriptures helps us keep our "spiritual sword" at the ready as we face spiritual battles. In addition,
as we memorize scripture, we are strengthening our own faith in God. One way to memorize scripture maybe
accomplished by the following: Selecting specific verses that center around particular topics - especially the
areas of life the Spirit of God is working on. Memorizing sections of passages at a time. There are a variety of
ways we are able to memorize scripture passages. The ultimate principle here is to not see how many passages
we are able to memorize and recall. We are not just merely reading to check of a "to-do list". We are reading
in order to reflect on what the passage means for us today. We are to consider the teachings, the context, the
inspiration we derive from reading the passage. It means we are emptying our mind of things that may prove
distracting, causing worry, or any possible emotional distress. Our focus is on deepening our understanding,
ways to apply the revealed truths of scripture, and engage in a more mindful and meaningful prayer. Finally,
we start living out an authentic Christian life because we are applying principle truths into our lives. They
prayed for provisions, for strength, for insight, and even prayed for forgiveness for self and country. However,
no other individual exemplified the heart and nature of prayer than Christ himself. Every encounter we read
about Christ, he is always in prayer. In fact, the greatest prayer we come to is the time he spent in the Garden
of Gethsemane. It is where he will be betrayed, taken into custody, and eventually tried, convicted, scourged,
and crucified. The Apostle Paul teaches we are to devote ourselves to prayer Colossians 4: Through prayer, we
are able to cultivate a relationship with the Sovereign God who had created each one of us. There, we are able
to petition the Lord regarding our struggles, relate our concerns, pray for others, seek forgiveness, and to seek
after guidance and provisions. Through prayer, we begin to allow the Holy Spirit to work through us. We pray
individually, with others, and pray for what is important as we are moved upon by the Holy Spirit. Prayer is
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our way to communicate with God Worship The life of A. Tozer is marked by the way he engaged in
worshiping God. He was completely committed to this one solemn activity and pursued it with all the passion
he had. Tozer hammered his ideas regarding worship into convictions that governed his life and ministry.
Christ tells us that there are many people who do well in honoring God, however, when it comes to the heart
of man, they are far removed from God See Matthew Worship is more than "lip service". When we are
worshiping, we are focusing on and responding to God. In most larger member churches, one feels more like a
participant in a large concert than actual worshiping God. While there is nothing wrong with utilization of
instruments, what appears to be more and more reprehensible in worship is the idolization of entertaining than
preparing the hearts and minds of men and women to feast from hearing the word of God. Along with this, it
is how we approach corporate, and even private worship, that may prevent us from experiencing God and
becoming transformed to a more richer authentic Christian Life. Joe McKeever published an article at
Crosswalk regarding 7 things we regularly get wrong about worship. Worship helps us transform our lives as
we seek the heart, mind, and will of God. How we worship reflects our relationship Corporate worship is
beautiful, because the church gathers together to worship together. But we were not meant to just be
worshippers for 30 minutes on a Sunday morning Source Evangelism One of the best quotes that is falsely
attributed to St. Francis of Assisi is this: Preach the Gospel at all times; when necessary, use words.
Regardless, the relevance of this statement is simple: It is by far better to allow our actions and behaviors
prove we are Christians than by our mere utterances of "I am a Christian". Most oft, when it comes to
evangelism, it is to "preach the Gospel". While this may be true, the greater message of Evangelism rests upon
"teaching" the Gospel. A gentleman by the name of Bobby Conway published a book titled: Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, and The premise of this book is to live out the Gospel, as a means to evangelize rather than to
preach the Gospel. Since we understand that evangelism is communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ, we are
empowered through our actions and behaviors to communicate to others the hope that lies within us See 1
Peter 3: Christ reflects that we are the "light of the world" and instead of hiding our light which is the Light of
Christ , we are to shine that light in an ever darkening world See, Matthew 5: This is not something we do
casually. It is a real commitment to God where our relationship with Him becomes a priority. Whitney
identifies six motivating factors as it relates to service: Motivated by obedience through the commandments of
God See, Deuteronomy It is a matter of not only finding our gifts to be of service, it is a manner of being
available and ready to serve when called upon. And, the way we provide service is dependent upon the context
and relationships we have. Husbands and wives serve one another in marriage. Parents serve their children as
their children in turn serve their parents. Opportunities to serve in various capacities of ministry. Even finding
opportunities to be of service in the community. What it means to be of service Source Stewardship being a
hallmark of authentic Christianity In the beginning, a Sovereign God gave humanity stewardship over His
creation. Since the Fall, man has spent majority of his time to secure, manipulate, oppress, and bring into
dominion wealth as a means to bolster his own God-like ego. Throughout this article, we discussed what it
means to develop Christian virtues and characteristics through spiritual disciplines that transform our lives into
a Godly and Christ-like image and likeness. The opposing view is where humanity vies himself as God and
denies the reality and existence of anything higher than himself. On our journey to a transforming and
maturing spiritual and authentic Christian way of living involves in our ability to become good stewards.
Stewardship involves how we manage and utilize our time and economic resources. Regarding time, Whitney
provides 10 sound biblical resources in which we want to begin to live out. Here, we will only mention 7 as
they all correlate with one another: Using time wisely because we are susceptible to the way we may fall into
temptation because of our own natural desires of the "flesh" and the influence and power we permit the
adversary to have in our own lives. Our very thoughts are to be disciplined toward that of Christ see,
Colossians 3: This requires discipline in doing things with purpose and meaning. Preparation for our eternal
abode is revealed in the parable of the ten virgins. Christ came and set us free. As we await his return, or our
return to him, our life and time here in this mortal existence is to use it in preparing to meet Christ. There is no
going back, no retake, no ability to undo the loss time we have had to be ready. As youth, we have a view of
life that we are invincible, we have a lot of time, and age is something of a distant future. Yet, as we move
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through the human life span and experience, when we become older, we realize our time is drawing to an end.
In essence, time is relatively short. And, in the scope of eternity, our human existence is merely a moment.
How we spend our time living out the Gospel of Christ, seeking after Christ, and living according to the
Sovereign will of God will determine how we are becoming stewards over our own life. Passage of Time is
sudden and quick see 1 John 2:
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Themes of Orthodox spirituality: discernment, incarnation, community, asceticism, praxis and witness are the call of all
Christians towards a life-giving spirituality that heals the brokenness of the world. "synopsis" may belong to another
edition of this title. About the Author: Emilianos Timiadis.

Bernard McGinn defines Christian mysticism as: The notion of "religious experience" was used by
Schleiermacher to defend religion against the growing scientific and secular critique. It was adopted by many
scholars of religion, of which William James was the most influential. It also fails to distinguish between
episodic experience, and mysticism as a process that is embedded in a total religious matrix of liturgy,
scripture, worship, virtues, theology, rituals and practices. Mysticism thus becomes seen as a personal matter
of cultivating inner states of tranquility and equanimity, which, rather than seeking to transform the world,
serve to accommodate the individual to the status quo through the alleviation of anxiety and stress.
Development[ edit ] The idea of mystical realities has been widely held in Christianity since the second
century AD, referring not simply to spiritual practices, but also to the belief that their rituals and even their
scriptures have hidden "mystical" meanings. Jewish antecedents[ edit ] Jewish spirituality in the period before
Jesus was highly corporate and public, based mostly on the worship services of the synagogues, which
included the reading and interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures and the recitation of prayers, and on the
major festivals. Thus, private spirituality was strongly influenced by the liturgies and by the scriptures e.
Clement was an early Christian humanist who argued that reason is the most important aspect of human
existence and that gnosis not something we can attain by ourselves, but the gift of Christ helps us find the
spiritual realities that are hidden behind the natural world and within the scriptures. Origen stresses the
importance of combining intellect and virtue theoria and praxis in our spiritual exercises, drawing on the
image of Moses and Aaron leading the Israelites through the wilderness, and he describes our union with God
as the marriage of our souls with Christ the Logos , using the wedding imagery from the Song of Songs. In
particular, Philo taught that allegorical interpretations of the Hebrew Scriptures provides access to the real
meanings of the texts. Philo also taught the need to bring together the contemplative focus of the Stoics and
Essenes with the active lives of virtue and community worship found in Platonism and the Therapeutae. Other
scriptural narratives present scenes that become the focus of meditation: Moreover, many of the Christian texts
build on Jewish spiritual foundations, such as chokhmah , shekhinah. Another key idea presented by the
Synoptics is the desert, which is used as a metaphor for the place where we meet God in the poverty of our
spirit. Although John does not follow up on the Stoic notion that this principle makes union with the divine
possible for humanity, it is an idea that later Christian writers develop. Later generations will also shift back
and forth between whether to follow the Synoptics in stressing knowledge or John in stressing love. Instead,
Paul sees the renewal of our minds as happening as we contemplate what Jesus did on the Cross, which then
opens us to grace and to the movement of the Holy Spirit into our hearts. Paul also describes the Christian life
as that of an athlete, demanding practice and training for the sake of the prize; later writers will see in this
image a call to ascetical practices. Christian mysticism in ancient Africa and Catholic spirituality The texts
attributed to the Apostolic Fathers , the earliest post-Biblical texts we have, share several key themes,
particularly the call to unity in the face of internal divisions and perceptions of persecution, the reality of the
charisms , especially prophecy, visions and Christian gnosis , which is understood as "a gift of the Holy Spirit
that enables us to know Christ" through meditating on the scriptures and on the Cross of Christ. These
communities formed the basis for what later would become known as Christian monasticism. Mysticism is
integral to Christian monasticism because the goal of practice for the monastic is union with God.
Monasticism[ edit ] The Eastern church then saw the development of monasticism and the mystical
contributions of Gregory of Nyssa , Evagrius Ponticus and Pseudo-Dionysius. Monasticism, also known as
anchoritism meaning "to withdraw" was seen as an alternative to martyrdom, and was less about escaping the
world than about fighting demons who were thought to live in the desert and about gaining liberation from our
bodily passions in order to be open to the Word of God. Meanwhile, Western spiritual writing was deeply
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influenced by the works of such men as Jerome and Augustine of Hippo. The High Middle Ages saw a
flourishing of mystical practice and theorization corresponding to the flourishing of new monastic orders, with
such figures as Guigo II , Hildegard of Bingen , Bernard of Clairvaux , the Victorines , all coming from
different orders, as well as the first real flowering of popular piety among the laypeople. Reformation[ edit ]
The Protestant Reformation downplayed mysticism, although it still produced a fair amount of spiritual
literature. Even the most active reformers can be linked to Medieval mystical traditions. Martin Luther , for
instance, was a monk who was influenced by the German Dominican mystical tradition of Eckhart and Tauler
as well by the Dionysian-influenced Wesenmystik "essence mysticism" tradition. He also published the
Theologia Germanica, which he claimed was the most important book after the Bible and Augustine for
teaching him about God, Christ, and humanity. Meanwhile, his notion that we can begin to enjoy our eternal
salvation through our earthly successes leads in later generations to "a mysticism of consolation".
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Spirituality is a lived experience, the effort to apply relevant elements in the deposit of Christian faith to the guidance of
men and women towards their spiritual growth, the progressive development of their persons which flowers into a
proportionately increased insight and joy.

Theology in Action by Dr Alex Tang 1. It is Trinitarian, incarnational and grace-filled living. It is theology in
action. Christian spirituality as defined by others: It begins with a divine call, rebirth and conversion John 3: It
requires divine grace and our willing co-operation. It involves our inner and outward lives. It involves the
integration of ours lives as we are being restored by the Holy Spirit. The goal is to become more like Christ
Eph 4: Essentials of Christian Spirituality 2. Characteristics of Christian Spirituality 3. It is a prophetic
spirituality. It is an empowering spirituality. It is also mutually empowering, affirming other people and
facilitating their blossoming. It is a contemplative spirituality. It emphasizes moments of reflection,
meditation, and contemplation â€” being present to the Present, a constant awareness of the absolute within us,
who is the inexhaustible source of joy, love, and energy and makes us committed but carefree. Christian
spirituality is not monolithic. As each person is different, even with the identical theological beliefs and
emphasis, his or her spiritualities will be influenced by his or her temperament, social, financial, educational,
denominational and cultural context. Hence on one hand, we can speak of Christian spirituality and on the
other hand, we speak of Christian spiritualities. It is a spirituality that transcends Good Friday and is infected
with the fearless joy of Easter. It resists the forces of death and promotes the enhancement of life. It feasts
more than it fasts. It is not so much control as surrender. It is not cold asceticism but a celebration of life.
Biblical Basis of Christian Spirituality 4. We must not separate intellectual study of divinely revealed truth
and contemplative experience of that truth as if they could never have anything to do with one another. On the
contrary, they are simply two aspects of the same thing. This fallacious division perhaps explain much that is
actually lacking in both theology and spirituality. But the two belong together. Unless they are united there is
no fervour, no life and no spiritual value in theology; no substance, no meaning and no sure orientation in the
contemplative life. It is very important that any passage in the Bible must be interpreted correctly. The
common error is to take a passage or a verse out of context to support our ideas. God will hold us responsible
for how we interprete the Bible. We must allow the Bible, which is the Word of God to speak for itself.
Eugene Nida, executive secretary for translation of the American Bible Society was responsible for shaping
translation of the Bible in various languages. In an interview with Christianity Today Oct. Therefore, we have
to understand the cultures of the New Testament period if we are going to understand what the writers were
trying to sayâ€¦. Goats are greatly appreciated. If a woman were exchanged for a number of goats, she would
have prestige. If she were exchanged for a number of sheep, she could never live it down. We must remember
that the NT is the continuation of the OT. It is one book. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of
God. In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Do what it says. Prayer and
Corporate Worship and Christian Spirituality 5. Prayer is communion, spirit speaking to Spirit. Prayer can be
aided by the use of images kataphatic traditions or without images and words apophatic traditions 5. It was
transmitted in its earliest version as lectio divina. The Jesus Prayer is more narrowly focused than lectio divina
because it always uses the same biblical words. The words is the combination of the pleas in Luke The second
plea comes from the story of the Pharisee and the publican. The Pharisee in his prayer listed all his pious
practices. The publican prayed a simple, heartfelt prayer: Across the ages, Christians have prayed. In the
beginning your body prays the prayer. Your mouth repeats it as your mind concentrate on physically reciting it
and the meaning of the words recited. Eventually, after thousands of repetition, perhaps over a number of
years, you no longer repeat the words with your mouth but your mind keeps praying the prayer. Finally comes
the prayer of the mind in the heart. You no longer consciously think about the words of the prayer. Now your
whole life prays the prayer without your thinking about it. Or the prayer prays your life. Unconsciously, you
focus your deepest attention-the attention of your entire life- on God. There is a place for vigorous intercession
and laying our requests before Him. But allowing God to speak and place requests before us has a place.
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Centering prayer focuses on being, and aware of God. It develops and matures the emotional faculty of our
souls. Its aim is to love God; to have our hearts enlarged so that God owns more and more of us. Each time of
prayer begins with a humble submission to God and ends with a return to God. Write out your answer in full.
Then review what you have written in six months. Do you expect any changes as you re-articulate your own
spirituality?
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Towards Authentic Christian Spirituality: Orthodox Pastoral Reflections by Emilianos Timiadis () [Emilianos Timiadis] on
www.enganchecubano.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers.

Joshi, or watched us fret collectively over how many books to bring to the vending hall for the MMP table.
Would they like us? Should they like us? Basically, all this fuss and bother was down to a simple fact:
NecronomiCon Providence was to be my first convention. Until this past week, I had never set foot in a
convention venue for purposes ofâ€¦ convening? Never sat on a panel. Never sat in the audience for a panel,
even. I was going in blind, mostly. A virgin, in need of gentle handling. Oh sure, there were tales about what
to expect, and I picked the brains of folks who knew what was what. Oh, how I picked! Like a fevered
monkey I dug into the thinkmeats of those who consented to the assault. But, like a fever, I was not easily
cooled. The nerves were singing like the harps of angels on high, if those angels were, say, actually high on
some kinda celestial stimulant. Stimulating, fun, enriching, and yes, problematic. Ask the Stormfront people
how they feel about Howie. So yeah, that wasâ€¦ not super. Not a great way to start. And you could tell how
much of a pall it cast on Niels, the organizers, and everyone there who came to celebrate the creations of the
man. And that work is going to have to be done by all of us, by making our books and world open and
inclusive: Time to move on. A good start was made here much of it serious, and one particular instance quite
humorous, but more on that below! This can be done. On that note, I should mention that we here at Martian
Migraine Press have opened submissions to our anthology, Cthulhusattva: Lovecraftian Tales of the Black
Gnosis , and we want to strongly encourage and invite all writers of every colour, gender, LGBT, and
traditional outsiders to the Mythos to submit stories to this book. This was certainly a highlight for me.
Anyway, if I had a worry here, it was the niggling thought that all the books I had sent along to Providence
ahead of time and thanks to that prince among men s. The opposite of that happened: Possibly the best quote
of the final hour? New Lovecraftian Tales From Beyond took longer to disappear, but then, as our latest,
brightest, and most awesome title, we brought a lot of copies of that, so the last few copies went into deserving
hands around noon on the Sunday. And we sold some t-shirts and ephemera besides. Missed the Ramsey
Campbell reading. More actually getting around to all the other artists and publishers and Mythos weirdos
with arcane bric-a-brac to fill up my return luggage with. The Dread Panelsâ€¦ Yeah, I was terrified of these. I
discovered to my surprise and actual delight, that panels are essentially the kind of diverting conversations you
have with like-minded and interesting people over coffee, just higher up off the floor on a riser and with
anywhere from 30 to people watching and listening to that conversation! The moderators were insightful and
balanced Anthony Teth for the Occult panel, and Ross Lockhart for Religion and really made the experience a
great one. Secret Priest of the Great Old Ones? I was very grateful and humbled to be on that panel with Doug
Wynne, Justin Woodman, and Richard Gavin who in my opinion is one of the finest weird writers working
with this material today. Joshi was, like, right there. As in, on my right. The energy on that guy is palpable.
And of course, considering the other panelists Robert M. Price, for one and the subject matter, the panel was
held in the Grand Ballroom of the Biltmore. This was my view from the tableâ€¦ Yup. Big room, and most
chairs filled. I barely got a word in edgewise, sure though I did get to tell a fun story about my son dressing as
Superman for Halloween. This is how it should be, folks. You can view the whole panel here. I also had the
great pleasure, earlier in the con Friday morning of reading with three other authors Nathan Carson, who read
from his excellent tale in Cthulhu Fhtagn! On Friday night, however, having left the Eldritch Ball in hopes of
finding a room party of actual living writers, I ran into Cody Goodfellow in a hallway of the Biltmore. This
meant a number of things: Goodfellow cornered me the night before, Saturday, and dragged me out back of
the Biltmore to prove, in the street, that I could indeed produce the needed sounds. Yes, Bob Price would go
down in a froth of foam from the carefully concealed bubble guns we were packing. Mine malfunctioned the
first couple of times I pulled the trigger, but the third time? It was goofy fun, obviously, but also served a
purpose in the larger context of the convention, particularly vis a vis the shadow that Price had cast over the
proceedings on the opening day. I think, in more than a few ways, it was a watershed moment: Think HPL had
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some good ideas about swarthy types? I think it was his The Hungry Moon I picked up at my local
buy-paperbacks-by-weight secondhand bookstore, or possibly Cold Print. Anyway, it was Campbell that got
me started, and when I did finally encounter Lovecraft, old Howard suffered greatly in comparison. Ramsey
needs no introduction here, really. I really wanted to gift Ramsey with a copy, so I messaged him on Facebook
to that affect. Three hours later, Nathan Carson a fellow contributor to Cthulhu Fhtagn! Nathan tells me that
Ramsey claimed that Assemblage Point was better than the original. Which was when I had to go behind a
curtain for a bit and bite the fatty part of my thumb to keep from hollering. It was just a really, really decent
moment. It was half-over by the time I got there, but I learned a lot from Campbell, Pulver, Pete Rawlik and
the rest during that time. I wanted to simultaneously hide behind a chair and crow. Cody Goodfellow was
sitting two rows ahead of me and to the right, and had seen me come in; he signaled me to do the latter, and I
deferred to his years of wisdom. I very carefully put up my hand and said a meek thank you to Ramsey.
Ramsey liked my story, and said so in front of a lot of people. Most of the panels and readings? But even with
all I missed, I left NecronomiCon uplifted and inspired, ready to dive back into writing, editing, building cool
books, and creating the future of the Weird with this amazing community of people. NecronomiCon
Providence was my first convention experience, and you made me feel welcome and at home and a part of
things. See you in !
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Well grab your Cthulhu plushie and read this book. When the Stars are Right: Using a synthesis of old-school
Gnosticism, modern spirituality, and post-modern philosophy; with a dash of psychology thrown in for good
measure. Jones delves into the underlying essence of the so-called Cthulhu Mythos and applies what he
discovers to his own life, all our lives. This book is the sort of thing that the Weird community needs, not
necessarily what it wants. No longer are we faced with the othering of that which is different, because in
Yog-Sothoth, we are all the Other and we are all the Same. This shows how the Mythos can help to facilitate
our understanding of ourselves, so that we can live in a better world. Would my bias be an impediment to
understanding? Is this a joke, some Crowley circus or LaVey carnival? Is even asking this relevant when
approaching this book? The invisible and the non-existent look much alike. My materialism is not dogma, but
the default placeholder until something with more explanatory power is introduced. Rambling pretense aside,
and all hesitation ameliorated, Scott R. But Jones not only avoids these pitfalls, he leapfrogs past such
banalities. His prose spikes the mind with an awe usually reserved for certain DMT experiences, or the ecstatic
highs achieved by the whirling of a dervish, or even the numinous joy accompanying the discovery of the
Black Gnosis. His enthusiasm is infectious, his observations fascinating. Jones does so all the while allowing
me to critique assumptions I hold, and challenging the polite manifestation of dogma whether politely labelled
as preconceptions or traditions. Jones is adept at poking holes in the watered down capitalist mindset that
encourages Cthulhu fetishists to collect plastic trash, junk destined to end up eternally dreaming in dumps
across the planet. Some of these creators are very open about their affection for the Mythos the film director
Guillermo del Toro being a prime example and their skill in presenting Mythos themes and monsters is
contagious. Pretty things or useless things. The Art of the Abyss, of the Gulf, of the Void. Getting down to
brass tacks, the best sections of When the Stars Are Right are the personal journeys. Yes, Jones is that good.
When the Stars Are Right demonstrates how an unfettered imagination can draw inspiration from dreams,
from literature, from storytelling. No sorcerer I, just a skeptic who shares a fascination and yearning for the
very same hints of grandeur in an unthinking cosmos as any spiritual seeker does beneath the bored frown of
an apathetic universe. And I have to admit mine is colder than the wastes of Leng. The real question is
whether or not Scott R. Go more than a little mad.
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7: When The Stars Are Right: Towards An Authentic R'lyehian Spirituality by Scott R. Jones
Defining Spirituality What is Christian Spirituality? Christianity Spirituality is the quest for a fulfilled and authentic life, that
involves - taking the beliefs and values of.

Some picture a solitary individual meditating or praying. Three Aspects of Transformation The issue of
spiritual transformation is not new in the Christian faith. It has been a primary issue, though perhaps given
different labels, throughout church history. From the time the Spirit of God descended upon the believers in
Jerusalem, God has been transforming the souls of individual believers in the context of local Christian
communities. Nor are small-group Bible studies, personal Bible study, Sunday school classes, or even
one-onone discipleship sufficient for growing Christians when they focus solely on communicating biblical
information. Three broad approaches to spiritual transformation have developed. Fellowship Model One
approach is to create fellowship opportunities. Churches develop structured settings for members to build
relationships with others. They may launch small groups that meet in homes. They may convert their Sunday
school classes into times of social engagement. The fellowship model focuses on corporate prayer for one
another, growth of interpersonal intimacy, and support for each other in times of need. This approach
effectively connects believers within a church body. Spiritual Disciplines Model A second approach
emphasizes disciplines such as meditation, prayer, fasting, and solitude. Such writers as Dallas Willard and
Richard Foster have done excellent work on spiritual disciplines. This approach takes seriously the inner life
and intimacy with God. However, when used in isolation, this approach can make people think spiritual
transformation is a private matter. Even though the spiritual disciplines include communal elements worship,
service, and fellowship , some people treat the private exercises silent retreats, journaling, meditating on
Scripture, prayer, and fasting as primary. Counseling Model The third approach relies heavily on personal
introspection. Christian counseling emphasizes areas of surrounding sin or personal character flaws that cause
interpersonal problems or destructive behavior. Usually in one-on-one interaction, the counselor probes for the
root issues hidden beneath the surface problem. This approach focuses on identifying and dealing with those
internal obstacles that prevent spiritual growth. Dealing with the issues is a key component in spiritual
transformation. The fellowship model can fail to guide believers toward growth. The spiritual disciplines
model can neglect to emphasize authentic and intimate Christian community, which is necessary for growth.
The counseling model can fail to value the role that spiritual disciplines can have in growth. The series tries to
balance the inward and outward elements of spiritual transformation. Experiencing divine power through
relationships; Striving together toward maturity in Christ. We believe a particular context is essential to the
transformation process. That context is authentic community in which people come to trust each other.
Though one-on-one relationships can be effective, we believe that multiple relationships are more effective.
While one individual can spur another toward growth, that one individual has limited gifts and abilities. They
need to see potential blind spots or obstacles to their spiritual well-being and learn to deal with the root issues
beneath their areas of struggle. This process involves the transformation of the whole person in thoughts,
behaviors, and styles of relating with God and others. It results in a life of service to others and witness for
Christ. He is the One adored by those who experience His presence and are transformed by Him. They, in turn,
seek to exalt Him in the world. And though the Spirit of God is the One who transforms souls, each individual
has personal responsibility in the process. Many spiritual disciplines can contribute, yet God is primarily
concerned with transforming the whole person, not just patterns of behavior. For this reason, no one method
be it a traditional spiritual discipline or another method is the single critical component. Still, all small-group
ministries need consistent coaching for the lay leaders. The group leaders need ministers and pastors to train
and encourage them. A small-group ministry will raise all sorts of issues for leaders to deal with as people
become honest about their lives in a trusting community. Another may feel discouraged when group members
drop out. Still another may wonder how to deal with two group members who are consistently angry with each
other. Knowing how to do personal Bible study and how to share Christ with others are praiseworthy skills.
Developing these skills, however, is not the end goal but the means by which we live out who we are as new
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creatures in Christ. This series proposes that the Christian life involves: Identity To understand our need for
transformation, we must understand who we are currently, both as individuals and as members of the body of
Christ. Who we are has undoubtedly been shaped by our past. Therefore, we explore various aspects of our
identity, such as our heritage and temperament. What do these tell us about who we are and what we value?
The interaction during this study bonds us and builds trust among us. Our goal is not to analyze, criticize, or
control each other, but it is to grow and affirm what God is doing in and through one another. In Identity, we
ultimately want group members to see themselves in light of their identity in Christ. However, many of the
values we actually live out stem from such influences as temperament, family background, and culture. Not all
of those values are contrary to our new identity in Christ. For example, the value one person places on
honesty, which he learned from his parents, is affirmed by his identity in Christ. It can take a long
timeâ€”â€”more than a lifetime allowsâ€”â€”for the Spirit of God to transform our values to line up with our
new identity in Christ. We cooperate with the Spirit when we reflect on what our values are and how well they
line up with our identity in Christ as described in Scripture. One of the most significant characteristics of our
identity in Christ is that we are now part of the body of Christ. The Christian life cannot be lived in isolation.
Community So, while talking about my place in Christ, I need to pay attention to our place in Christ as a
community. Understanding our corporate identity in Christ is crucial for a healthy community transformation
process. The Community study helps a group not only understand how a Christian community develops but
also experience a growing sense of community. In order to experience intimate community in the biblical
sense, we must learn to reveal ourselves to others. We need to honestly, freely, and thoughtfully tell our
stories. Our modern culture makes it easy for people to live isolated and anonymous lives. However, we
desperately need to keep intentionally investing in significant relationships. Rather, this lifestyle is a
commitment to let God continue to spiritually form us. As people share their stories with each other, a deep
level of trust and commitment grows. Integrity By the time a group has experienced Identity and Community
together, members have built significant intimacy and trust. Many believers greatly underestimate the
necessity of intimacy and trust for successful growth in Christian holiness. But we must be able to share
honestly those areas in which we need transformation. We need others who have our best interests at heart.
They must also be people we trust to hold sensitive issues in genuine confidence. Why does the pursuit of
Christian holiness need to occur in community? There are at least two reasons. First, we need accountability in
the areas of sin with which we struggle. When we confess our struggles to a group, we become accountable to
all of the members to press on toward growth. In addition, the corporate, or group, setting increases the
likelihood of support from someone else who has struggled in the same way. He or she may have different
areas of struggle. In the counsel of many who care for us, there can be greater wisdom. If some believers are
blind to being hospitable, the hospitality of another believer can spur them on to develop that quality in their
own lives. If some never think about how to speak encouraging words, the encouraging speech of another can
become contagious. Ministry With Identity, Community, and Integrity as a foundation, believers are prepared
to discern how God wants them to serve in the body of Christ. Nor is this a matter simply for individual
reflection. Rather, we can best discern where and how to serve while in community with people who know our
past, interests, struggles, and talents. How many terrific musicians are sitting in pews every Sunday because
they lack the confidence to volunteer? Those gifted people might merely need others who know them well to
encourage them to serve. Session Aims states a goal for you as an individual and one for the group.
Preparation tells what assignment s you need to complete ahead of time in order to get the most out of the
group. Content provides material around which group discussions and exercises will focus. Conclusion wraps
up the session and sets the scene for the next one. In this way, each session includes all three aspects of
transformation: Through all of these means, the Spirit of God will be at work in your life. A Method for the
Biblical Exercises The biblical exercises will guide you through a self-study of a passage that relates to the
session topic. Pay attention to the following categories: Identify persons in the passage: Identify subjects in the
passage:
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8: Spiritual Disciplines for an Authentic Christian Life | LetterPile
Christian Spirituality is the process of spiritual formation of a disciple of Jesus Christ for an authentic and fulfilled
Christian life in the present world; involving bringing together the fundamental tenets of the Christian truths and the
experience of living in God's presence, grace and love in our daily life.

Berman on January 16, There are 3 Key elements of simple spiritual growth within the Christian life. Whether
you are a new believer in Christ, estranged yourself from the Christian life, or are experiencing a drought in
your spiritual journey â€” these simple principles will ignite a fresh spiritual growth. The central point is to
come to know the Holy Scriptures. Writing to Timothy, Paul shares this insight: All Scripture is breathed out
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. The Bible teaches us, corrects us when we are in
error, trains us for righteousness in order for us to be complete and equipped to engage in ministry through
Christ. We must study and know the Holy Scriptures In the very first Psalm, we read how the Righteous man
is blessed. It is also a prescription for an ideal righteous individual by the utilization of imagery: First, it helps
us draw closer to our Heavenly Father in understanding His will and desire for our lives. Secondly, it instructs
us how to live out our lives in faithfulness as we minister to ourselves and others. And these words that I
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
However, it continues with the fact that the words of God including his commandments are written on our
heart. Here, we are instructed to not only study and know the scriptures, we are instructed to teach them
diligently to our children and our family. We are to converse about them. We are to keep them from the time
we wake to the time we lay down to slumber. In this sense, my personal opinion, is that we are to have a
constant reminder of the scriptures in our thoughts, in our hearts, in our prayers, and in our day-to-day life. We
are to meditate on them often. We are to live the teachings of the scriptures As we meditate upon the
scriptures, study them, come to know and understand them, we are capable of applying the principle truths of
scripture into our lives. Any intelligent human being is capable of memorizing scriptures, and even quoting
them. However, a humble servant of Christ is not only capable of reciting scripture passages, they are able to
live out those scripture passages in all areas of their lives. We are to do all things what Jesus would have us do
The greatest message of the scriptures is the mission and life of Jesus Christ. We are to strive to mirror the life
of Christ. We are to live in a manner that through the Holy Spirit, we are transformed into the image of Christ.
As we do this, we begin to grow spiritually. We fear the Lord because we have spent time meditating always
on what the Holy Scriptures teach us. Let us come to know the scriptures through our own personal study. Let
us live out the teachings of the Word of God, instructing others to do the same. And, finally, Let us live
according to the example and teachings of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
9: 3 key elements of spiritual growth for authentic Christian living â€“ Timothy R Berman
Differentiation-of-self (DoS), a concept of Murray Bowen's family systems theory, is proposed as a conceptualization tool
toward an increasingly authentic relational spirituality in Christianity. By considering neuroscience implications for
relationship with embodied others and the Divine Other (i.e.
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