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More than police departments operate in Indian Country, serving an even larger number of tribal communities.
These departments range in size from only 2 or 3 officers to more than officers. The communities they serve
are as small as the Grand Canyon-based Havasupai Tribe with a population of only and as large as the Navajo
Nation with a population of more than , and a land area larger than the State of Connecticut. The most
common administrative arrangement for police departments in Indian Country is organization under the
auspices of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act of Officers and nonsworn staff of
these departments are tribal employees. Departments administered by the BIA are the second most common
type of police department in Indian Country. Staff in these departments are Federal employees. Inadequate
funding is an important obstacle to good policing in Indian Country. Existing data suggest that tribes have
between 55 and 75 percent of the resource base available to non-Indian communities. Police in Indian Country
function within a complicated jurisdictional net, answer to multiple authorities, operate with limited resources,
and patrol some of the most desolate of territory often without assistance from partner law enforcement
agencies. There are only 2, Bureau of Indian Affairs and tribal uniformed officers available to serve an
estimated 1. On tribal lands, 1. A total of at least 4, sworn officers are needed in Indian Country to provide the
minimum level of coverage enjoyed by most communities in the United States. Among the most important
challenges facing these officers and departments is providing around-the-clock police coverage to their
communities. These departments rarely have more than one officer on duty at any time, and their officers often
work without adequate backup. They are true innovators, working across numerous police and administrative
functions. The lessons drawn by tribes and Congress from the research on and accumulation of experience in
community policing and the design of effective governing institutions in Indian Country provide the necessary
starting points for tribes as they rethink policing. The challenge is to create workable, nation-specific policing
institutions and approaches informed by traditional customs-since they lay the best foundation for improving
safety, preventing crime, and promoting the practice of effective policing in Indian Country.
Methamphetamine Methamphetamine has become a serious problem on tribal lands. According to a Bureau of
Indian Affairs survey of 96 law enforcement agencies in Indian country: The Desert Sun Palm Springs, CA ,
August 21, Tribal Law Enforcement presents information on the characteristics of tribally operated law
enforcement agencies in the United States, including personnel, services, and functions. These selected
findings include a special section on crime in Indian country. Highlights include the following: Thirty-seven
percent of tribally operated agencies had at least one full-time sworn school resource officer. In the future,
simply call to speak with a BJA assistant. Innovative State and Local Programs documents a variety of
initiatives, including several among Native American tribal communities, that focus on preventing crime and
its consequences through community revitalization. Among the problems targeted by these programs are
neighborhood blight, drug trafficking, and related crime, as well as inappropriate or ineffective jail sentences
for nonviolent offenders. Of particular concern is a significant population of youth at risk for dropout,
delinquency, and violent crime. Census of Tribal Justice Agencies in Indian Country, presents detailed
information gathered on tribal law enforcement agencies, tribal courts and services, and criminal record
systems from the Census of Tribal Justice Agencies in American Indian Jurisdictions. The report includes data
on the number of law enforcement agencies and officers; characteristics of tribal courts and their caseloads;
types of available criminal sanctions; and criminal justice statistics data collection and sharing capacity. The
census collected data from nearly tribes in the continental U. Victim Rights in Indian Country - an Assistant
United States Attorney Perspective , by Christopher Chaney, discusses the implications of various laws and
prosecution principles and how they affect cases. There are jurisdictional principles that govern Indian country
criminal prosecutions. For example, the Major Crimes Act 18 U. There are evidentiary principles and
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constitutional principles that govern all federal criminal prosecutions. In addition to all of this, there are
established principles which apply when dealing with victims and witnesses of federal crime. Promising
Practices for Improving Safety in Indian Country records the legislative, programmatic, law enforcement and
courts promising practices that are making life safer for Indian people all around the United States. Contact
information for the leaders who have developed or who manage these efforts are included in the hope that
these programs can be shared and implemented in many other locations around the country. The programs
cited in this report make it clear that significant progress, both in program innovation and law enforcement
leadership, is being made in Indian country. Tribes continue to build strong partnerships between federal,
state, local, and county law enforcement and justice agencies that are promoting and improving safety in
Indian county. Improving Safety in Indian Country: Recommendations from the IACP Summit The summit
recommendations â€” drafted in breakout groups and then affirmed by all participants â€” address six issue
areas in which change is necessary in order to improve safety in Indian country: Law Enforcement in Indian
Country: The Struggle for a Solution , by Jonathan Mills and Kara Brown - In response to a request by the
California Research Bureau, this paper outlines the legal framework governing law enforcement on Indian
reservations in California and discusses various approaches to improving reservation safety. Consultation with
Indian Nations by American Indian Development Associates highlights successful strategies that define the
unique government-to-government relationship that exists between the Indian nations and the U. Indian
Country Law Enforcement and the Challenges of Enforcing Underage Drinking by American Indian
Development Associates provides insight into the unique challenges facing tribal law enforcement and
includes a survey of relevant laws and suggested strategies for effective enforcement of underage drinking
laws.
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These programs support the development of specialized law enforcement knowledge and skills. The FLETC also
exports training to host locations across the nation, most of which are provided at no-tuition for sworn state, local and
tribal law enforcement officers.

The Department of Justice DOJ provides training and technical assistance TTA to further practical and
specialized knowledge to implement and enhance justice system efforts. DOJ supports training and technical
assistance that is both specifically geared toward tribes and across broader topic areas. Indian Alcohol and
Substance Abuse TTA resources are available to assist tribal communities in planning and implementing
comprehensive strategies to reduce and control crime associated with alcohol and other drug abuse; and in
developing, implementing, and enhancing American Indian and Alaska Native tribal justice systems. Services
include community analysis, strategic planning, workshops, online tools, on-site technical assistance,
multi-disciplinary training events, prescription drug monitoring assistance, and methamphetamine prevention
opportunities. Law Enforcement TTA resources are available assist tribal communities with proactively
addressing the most serious Tribal law enforcement needs. Services include leadership training; anti-gang
courses; training to combat methamphetamine production, distribution and use; tribal prescription drug abuse
courses; prescription drug monitoring, and drug endangered children assistance. Tribal Courts TTA resources
are available to assist tribal communities with the developing, implementing, enhancing, and continuing the
operation of tribal judicial systems. The TTA services in the area of tribal courts enables tribal courts to plan,
implement, and enhance court services and programs that meet the unique needs of their respective
communities. Tribal Civil and Criminal Legal Assistance TTA resources are available to 1 enhance the
operations of tribal justice systems and improve access to those systems, and 2 provide training and technical
assistance TTA for development and enhancement of tribal justice systems. The TTA services in the area of
tribal civil and criminal assistance helps tribal communities with the provision of procedural justice in tribal
civil and criminal legal procedures, legal infrastructure enhancements, public education, and TTA for the
development and enhancement of tribal justice systems. Services focus on topics that include indigent defense
services, civil legal assistance, public defender services, and strategies for implementing the enhanced
sentencing authority under the Tribal Law and Order Act TLOA. Corrections, Alternatives to Incarceration,
and Reentry TTA resources are available to assist tribes with the 1 identification of justice system needs and
the planning process for renovating and constructing correctional facilities, multi-purpose justice centers, or
correctional alternative facilities, and 2 development, implementation, or enhancement of community-based
correctional alternatives to address the incarceration and rehabilitation of juvenile and adult offenders subject
to tribal jurisdiction. Additionally, TTA resources are available to assist tribes with offender reentry
programming efforts. Services focus on topics that include planning, renovating, and constructing correctional,
correctional alternative facilities, halfway houses, and multi-purpose justice centers; enhancing community
corrections capacity; implementing alternative to incarceration programs; and evidence-based practices for
facilitating the community reintegration for offenders. Juvenile Delinquency Prevention and Juvenile Justice
TTA resources are available to assist tribal communities with developing and implementing programs that
prevent juvenile delinquency, increase accountability for delinquent tribal youth, and strengthen tribal juvenile
justice systems. Services focus on topics that include prevention and treatment, reentry, tribal juvenile
detention centers, Alaska Native youth delinquency, tribal courts, and the Tribal Law and Order Act TLOA as
it relates to juveniles. Victim Services TTA resources are available to assist tribal communities with
developing, enhancing, and sustaining a comprehensive victim assistance program that: Services focus on
topics that include but are not limited to domestic violence, cybercrimes, stalking sexual assault, human
trafficking, post-traumatic stress disorder, bullying, cultural responses to tribal victims, gang victimization,
child abuse, and court room ethics for victim advocates. Intergovernmental Collaboration TTA resources are
available to increase awareness by tribal, state, and local government officials of the benefits of collaborative
problem solving and planning and replicate promising practices for improving public safety in tribal
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communities through tribal, state, and local collaboration methods. TTA services in the area of tribal, state,
and local collaboration are designed to promote collaborative work between tribal and state leaders aimed at
enhancing collaboration on law enforcement and other criminal justice issues. Services focus on topics that
include collaborative partnerships, understanding and developing mutual aid agreements, protocols for
inter-jurisdictional relationships, protocols for conducting community corrections-related activities, full faith,
and credit agreements. Information Sharing TTA resources are available to assist tribal law enforcement and
other tribal criminal justice practitioners with implementation and enhancement of justice Information sharing
systems. TTA services in the area of information sharing are designed to assist tribes with crime data
collection, reporting, and intelligence gathering. TTA services in the area of SORNA is available in a variety
of formats, including local, regional and national training and conferences; subject-matter technical assistance,
meeting facilitation, event planning, and support for strategic planning. Domestic and Sexual Violence Crimes
TTA resources are available to assist tribal communities with efforts to reduce violence against women and
administer justice for and strengthen services to victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
and stalking. Through its criminal justice centers and programs it has been delivering best-practice training
and technical assistance since The programs implemented through NCJTC encompass federally funded
training and technical assistance programs and services, contract and cost recovery training. Each operation
within NCJTC specializes in a particular set of issues critical to the criminal justice field. NCJTC conducts
trainings that help the criminal justice community analyze needs, identify gaps and assets, and create
community-based solutions that ensure ownership, pride, and sustainability. This course was designed
specifically for the Native American community policing practitioners. The training will demonstrate how to
strengthen relationships between law enforcement, tribal agencies, and the community to improve quality of
life and enhance the community safety, through community policing efforts.
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Mission Statement. The mission of the Indian Country Law Enforcement Section is to organize and promote law
enforcement information, expertise, Native American culture and training for the professional development of tribal,
local, state, and federal law enforcement in Indian Country.

Amanda Essex Violent confrontations between police and the public sparked a national conversation
examining the relationship law enforcement agencies have with the communities they serve. Current policies
being reviewed include community policing, use of force, bias and policing data. Community policing
proponents assert that by building strong relationships, communities and police are better able to respond to
and communicate during crisis situations. Rather than a specific set of policies, community-policing is a
philosophy that may look different in every locality based on the needs of the police and the people in each
jurisdiction. Recent evaluations of community policing practices have occurred at the state and federal level.
In April , Washington HB became the most recent state to initiate a formal review of policing practices. The
legislature created the joint legislative task force on the use of deadly force in community policing. The task
force is charged with reviewing laws, practices, and training programs regarding deadly force and making
recommendations to reduce the number of violent interactions between law enforcement officers and members
of the public by December Under the law, the attorney general will provide statewide training and
informational materials regarding investigating use of force, tactical disengagement, sanctity and preservation
of life and stress management in life threatening situations. Last year, Ohio created a Task Force on
Community-Police Relations to explore causes of, and potential solutions to, damaged relationships between
police officers and communities. The final report was released in April Ohio also created a statewide
Collaborative Community-Police Advisory Board charged with developing statewide minimum standards for
the proper use-of-force, including deadly force. California appropriated funds for grants to local law
enforcement for programs and initiatives intended to strengthen the relationship between law enforcement and
the communities they serve. Grant funds can be used to train officers on implicit bias, examine local policing
services, assess law enforcement-community relations, review problem-oriented policing initiatives and
restorative justice programs that address the needs of victims, offenders, and the community, and pay for
one-time costs associated with body camera programs. Investigations into Officer Involved Deaths Nine states
have created procedures to improve transparency in investigations into officer-involved deaths or allegations
of police abuse of force. Hawaii created a new entity, the Law Enforcement Officer Independent Review
Board within the department of the attorney general, to investigate incidents of officer-involved death.
Colorado and Illinois require all police departments to have policies in place that prescribe investigative
protocols for incidents where an officer discharges a weapon that causes injury or death Colorado or for all
officer-involved deaths Illinois. Illinois and Wisconsin require that if investigators determine that there is no
probable cause to file charges against an officer, then a report detailing their findings will be released to the
public. In New York, the report is given to the Governor under similar circumstances. Colorado places
discretion to release the report to the public in the hands of the district attorney. Investigations by grand juries
are secret, not adversarial and witnesses are not cross-examined. All evidence and legal advice reported to the
grand jury is recorded and, if the attorney general is advised not to seek indictment, a report is created and will
be made available to the public. The law also provides that if an officer provides testimony to the grand jury,
they are subject to cross-examination by the prosecutor. Data on Police Stops and Use of Force In order to
understand underlying concerns in certain police-public interactions, many states have begun to track
circumstances surrounding, and demographic information of individuals involved in, police encounters. North
Carolina requires the Department of Public Safety to collect data and publish annual reports on the number of
police involved deaths. Oregon requires law enforcement agencies to collect specific information for each
deadly use of force, including the name, gender, race, ethnicity and age of the deceased. In , several more
states required the collection of police statistics specific to the use of deadly force or the discharge of a
weapon. Each report must contain the gender, race, and age of the person shot, injured, or killed, as well as
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whether the civilian was armed and the type of force used by all parties involved. Under the law, the
Department of Justice shall include a summary of these incidents in their annual crime report. Texas HB also
requires, through its attorney general, statistics to be tracked on each officer-caused and officer-sustained
injury and death. The Division must report on this information annually. Addressing local concerns, Maryland
HB , HB set reporting requirements for officer use of force and officer-involved deaths in Baltimore City. The
record has to include the name of the officer, the time and place of the incident, a description of what occurred
during the incident and, to the extent known, the names of the victims and witnesses present at such incident.
Pedestrian Stops In , California and Illinois enacted laws to track statistics for pedestrian encounters with
police. Data must also be collected on charges that resulted from arrests, the sentences resulting from all
charges and the outcomes of parole hearings. Illinois SB requires police to provide every pedestrian they stop
in a public place with a stop card. The Illinois Department of Transportation is required to collect and analyze
all pedestrian stop information and report its findings to the General Assembly and the Racial Profiling
Prevention and Data Oversight Board. The law requires every stop that does not result in criminal charges to
be documented in a police-generated report. The police report shall also include the race, age, and gender of
the individual searched and the results of the search. The attorney general is required to collect and analyze
their information and report on the findings to the governor and the General Assembly. Employment A few
states require the collection of statistics to address employment decisions of police departments. Connecticut
HB addresses hiring and employment practices by requiring each police department to develop and implement
guidelines for the recruitment, retention and promotion of minority police officers. It also prohibits police
departments from hiring any police officer who was dismissed for misconduct or who resigned or retired while
under investigation for misconduct. Police Interactions with People who have Mental Health, Substance Use
or Behavioral Disorders Police interactions with people suffering from mental illness, substance use or
behavioral disorders can be dangerous because officers may be unaware of how to recognize symptoms and
appropriately respond. At least 27 states and the District of Columbia have laws requiring officers to be
trained to respond to mental health, substance use and behavioral disorder issues. Laws specify which officers
are to be trained, which entity is responsible for conducting the training, whether or not funding is provided,
and whether or not the training is mandated. Some statesâ€”California, Illinois and Oklahoma along with the
District of Columbiaâ€” require continuing education for police personnel. Others, such as Ohio, require the
programs to be part of basic training. Crisis intervention teams CITs are formal partnerships among police
departments and mental health providers that ensure responding personnel are trained to identify, assess and
de-escalate crisis situations.
4: Law Enforcement Overview
The Academy began training law enforcement officers from throughout the United States who serve tribal communities.
The Academy soon expanded to provide specialized training for supervisors, juvenile officers, criminal investigators, and
detention personnel.

5: Tribal Law and Order Act | TRIBAL | Department of Justice
Law Enforcement Mutual Assistance Section of the Wisconsin Statutes governs mutual assistance among law
enforcement agencies in this state. That statute, as amended on May 21, , includes specific conditions under which
tribal law enforcement agencies may request and receive such mutual aid.

6: Chapter RCW: TRIBAL POLICE OFFICERS
Census of Tribal Justice Agencies in Indian Country, Presents detailed information gathered on tribal law enforcement
agencies, tribal courts and services, and criminal record systems from the Census of Tribal Justice Agencies in
American Indian Jurisdictions.
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enforcement panel to ensure that tribal governments and their law enforcement agencies have a central role in the
development, design, and implementation of the.

8: Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma
Finally, Attorney General Holder and the Justice Department brought this message to Capitol Hill and worked in concert
with members of the House and Senate to pass the Tribal Law and Order Act. President Obama signed the Act into law
on July 29,
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