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It receives very with little rain, has no rivers or lakes, and is endowed with only limited groundwater
reservoirs, which are quickly depleting. With such conditions, one would think that we would come up with
the best water conservation methods. We consumer water at a rate twice the world average, using much more
water than countries endowed with plentiful and replenishable resources. Our ancestors were acutely aware of
the value of water. They domesticated the camel, the most rational water consumer in the world. They
cultivated the palm tree, which survives on very little water of any quality. We have abandoned our old,
time-honed conservation practices and adopted a profligate way of using water, despite the fact that our arid
conditions have stayed the same, and our groundwater reservoirs are shrinking by the minute. Last Wednesday
July 31 , the Saudi minister of water and electricity raised the alarm about reaching a new threshold of water
consumption. Divided by a population of nearly 30 million, this amounts to a daily rate of about liters per
person. Saudis are consuming water at an alarming rate, twice the world average. Demand for water by
households is growing by 7. This picture is bad enough, but when you keep in mind that water consumed by
households is mostly about 60 percent desalinated sea water, it becomes tragic, because the cost of
desalinating seawater is staggering, both financially and environmentally. The rest about 40 percent comes
from groundwater aquifers that are being depleted at alarming rates as well. Because of limited ground and
surface water resources, there is increasing reliance on water desalination. Demand for desalinated water is
growing by around But desalination is costly and unsustainable. It accounts for ten to 20 percent energy
consumption in Saudi Arabia. In addition, there are great environmental challenges associated with the whole
process. Currently, there are 30 desalination plants in the country supplying drinking water to principal urban
centers via a network of over 5, kilometers of pipelines. Why are we consuming so much water? Experts
attribute the phenomenon to several reasons, including: Although desalinated water is costly to produce, it is
being given away for almost free. The low fees households pay for water disguise its real cost. As there is no
financial incentive for households to conserve water, they make little effort. The government has given away
some conservation kits for free, but they is little demand for them, because of the artificially low cost of water.
There is little awareness among consumers of the value of conservation or practical ways to do it. Inefficiency
of the water network that supplies households with water. Some networks are aging and in bad need of repair
or replacement. Leakages from the network are estimated to be nearly 50 percent in some areas. Because of
the way pipes are laid down, they are difficult to repair in the cases of leaks and broken pipes, because they are
buried deep in the ground, not laid down in easily accessible tunnels. In some cases, it may take weeks or
months to repair a broken pipe. There are some limited efforts in schools and media, but the message has not
reached the main targets. Moms and dads, let alone household staff, are rarely interested enough in
conservation to make the arrangements necessary to achieve it. Next, there needs to be faithful implementation
of stricter regulations about the efficiency of everyday fixtures including faucets, showerheads and toilet. If
needed, the cost of replacing existing inefficient fixtures could be subsidized or borne by the government. The
savings in water conservation could easily compensate for such subsidies. Third, no conservation plan could
work fully without addressing the price of water, which has to be meaningful enough to encourage consumers
to conserve. Today, I talked about the runaway water consumption by households, which represents only 13
percent of overall water consumption in Saudi Arabia. The rest is consumed by agriculture and industry. More
on that later.
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Saudi Arabia Crude Oil Production is at a current level of M, up from M last month and up from M one year ago. This is a
change of % from last month and % from one year ago.. Saudi Arabia Crude Oil Production (Monthly, Barrels per Day).

They had all assembled to share their vision of what is needed to deliver the skills that will be needed in
future. Hamidaddin asked for a show of hands from different parts of the world, showing that there were
delegates from every continent except Antarctica â€” the forum would work on that for next year, she
promised. She then asked for a show of hands for those under the age of 35 to demonstrate that this was the
youngest Misk Global Forum yet. She added that thanks to technology, we are already more connected than
ever before, but urged people to interact with the speakers and guests from different cultures. But as he
pointed out, the news industry has changed drastically, with digitally connected audiences increasingly using
online platforms such as Twitter. With media tweeting out his comments, Abbas introduced his guests: Abbas
asked Al-Rajhi how the government was tackling the challenge of finding jobs for young people. Abbas
hosted a panel on skills. Our world is younger than it has ever been before. Are machines going to take our
jobs? Siegel answered that while everybody looks at artificial intelligence and has this fear, actually AI will
create new jobs and be used for more mundane tasks. AI was the topic of another session later in the day.
Another panel on the topic of social intelligence stressed that technology could sometimes hinder people from
interacting with the world around them. He advised young people: Athletes led the afternoon sessions,
including a panel on the Future of Sport moderated by Princess Reema bint Bandar, deputy of planning and
development at the Saudi General Sport Authority. Lubna Al-Omair, the first Saudi female Olympic fencer,
interviewed Amir Khan, the Olympic medalist and light-welterweight world champion, who appeared wearing
traditional Saudi clothes. He said that he hoped to help the next generation of Saudi boxers to become
Olympic champions , and the only way to do this is by opening academies here. Try to stay humble. You have
to seek lessons from the defeats and not lose hope. To give something back as a thanks to football and
everything it has given me.
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Obviously, the Saudi announcement is crucial, given that crude prices have dropped about 5 percent in recent days due
to the information late last week that Saudi Arabia had increased its exports.

Pre-Islamic Arabia There is evidence that human habitation in the Arabian Peninsula dates back to about ,
years ago. Arabia underwent an extreme environmental fluctuation in the Quaternary that lead to profound
evolutionary and demographic changes. Arabia has a rich Lower Paleolithic record, and the quantity of
Oldwan-like sites in the region indicates a significant role that Arabia had played in the early hominin
colonization of Eurasia [43] The Worshiping Servant statue BC , above one metre in height, the statue is much
taller than any possible Mesopotamian or Harappan models [44] Religion in pre-Islamic Arabia The religions
that were followed by the people of the Arabian Peninsula before Islam consisted of indigenous polytheistic
beliefs , Arabian Christianity, Nestorian Christianity , Judaism and Zoroastrianism. Al-Magar Al-Magar was a
prehistoric culture whose epicenter lay in modern-day southwestern Najd. Al-Magar is characterized as being
one of the first civilizations in the world where widespread domestication of animals occurred, particularly the
horse, during the Neolithic period. Radiocarbon dating of these and other objects discovered indicate an age of
about 9, years. The various discoveries reflect the significance of the site as an important ancient civilization
and gives it significant pre-historic importance with enough proof and detailed data for re-writing the
Neolithic history of the Arabian Peninsula and Saudi Arabia in particular. Al-Magar also reveals additional
information about the relationship between human economic activities and inherent climate change, how
hunter-gatherer societies became sedentary, how they made use of natural resources available to them, and
how they set into motion the domestication of plants and animals. These rock engravings date back more than
years, making them the earliest depictions of dogs in the world. It is one of the oldest churches in the world.
Thamud Thamud is the name of an ancient civilization in the Hejaz known from the 1st millennium BC to
near the time of Muhammad. More than 9, Thamudic inscriptions were recorded in south-west Saudi Arabia.
Their loosely controlled trading network, which centered on strings of oases that they controlled, where
agriculture was intensively practiced in limited areas, and on the routes that linked them, had no securely
defined boundaries in the surrounding desert. Trajan conquered the Nabataean kingdom , annexing it to the
Roman Empire , where their individual culture, easily identified by their characteristic finely potted painted
ceramics, was adopted into the larger Greco-Roman culture. They were later converted to Christianity. Jane
Taylor, a writer, describes them as "one of the most gifted peoples of the ancient world". Lihyan The kingdom
of Lihyan Arabic: It was located in northwestern of the now-day Saudi Arabia, and is known for its Ancient
North Arabian inscriptions dating to ca. Kindah Fragment of a wall painting showing a Kindite king, 1st
century CE Kindah was a tribal kingdom that was established in the Najd in central Arabia. Its kings exercised
an influence over a number of associated tribes more by personal prestige than by coercive settled authority.
Caliphate Shortly before the advent of Islam, apart from urban trading settlements such as Mecca and Medina ,
much of what was to become Saudi Arabia was populated by nomadic pastoral tribal societies. In the early 7th
century, Muhammad united the various tribes of the peninsula and created a single Islamic religious polity.
Arabia soon became a more politically peripheral region of the Muslim world as the focus shifted to the vast
and newly conquered lands. It was also larger than any previous empire in history. The Battle of Badr , 13
March CE From the 10th century to the early 20th century Mecca and Medina were under the control of a
local Arab ruler known as the Sharif of Mecca , but at most times the Sharif owed allegiance to the ruler of
one of the major Islamic empires based in Baghdad , Cairo or Istanbul. Most of the remainder of what became
Saudi Arabia reverted to traditional tribal rule. In , the Qarmatians pillaged Mecca, outraging the Muslim
world, particularly with their theft of the Black Stone. The Bani Khalid tribe later revolted against them in
17th century and took control. Unification of Saudi Arabia The Arabian Peninsula in The emergence of what
was to become the Saudi royal family, known as the Al Saud, began in Nejd in central Arabia in , when
Muhammad bin Saud , founder of the dynasty, joined forces with the religious leader Muhammad ibn Abd
al-Wahhab , [81] founder of the Wahhabi movement, a strict puritanical form of Sunni Islam. Throughout the
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rest of the 19th century, the Al Saud contested control of the interior of what was to become Saudi Arabia with
another Arabian ruling family, the Al Rashid. At the beginning of the 20th century, the Ottoman Empire
continued to control or have a suzerainty over most of the peninsula. Subject to this suzerainty, Arabia was
ruled by a patchwork of tribal rulers, [86] [87] with the Sharif of Mecca having pre-eminence and ruling the
Hejaz. For the next five years, he administered the two parts of his dual kingdom as separate units. As a result,
they turned against Ibn Saud and, after a two-year struggle, were defeated in at the Battle of Sabilla , where
their leaders were massacred. Modern history of Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabia political map The new kingdom
was reliant on limited agriculture and pilgrimage revenues. Oil provided Saudi Arabia with economic
prosperity and substantial political leverage internationally. However, the large influx of foreign workers in
Saudi Arabia in the oil industry increased the pre-existing propensity for xenophobia. At the same time, the
government became increasingly wasteful and extravagant. By the s this had led to large governmental deficits
and excessive foreign borrowing. The first was the Iranian Islamic Revolution. There were several
anti-government uprisings in the region such as the Qatif Uprising. The militants involved were in part
angered by what they considered to be the corruption and un-Islamic nature of the Saudi government. Part of
the response of the royal family was to enforce a much stricter observance of traditional religious and social
norms in the country for example, the closure of cinemas and to give the Ulema a greater role in government.
He was succeeded by his brother, King Fahd , who added the title "Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques" to
his name in in response to considerable fundamentalist pressure to avoid use of "majesty" in association with
anything except God. Fahd continued to develop close relations with the United States and increased the
purchase of American and British military equipment. It led to rapid technological but not cultural
modernisation, urbanization, mass public education and the creation of new media. This and the presence of
increasingly large numbers of foreign workers greatly affected traditional Saudi norms and values. Although
there was dramatic change in the social and economic life of the country, political power continued to be
monopolized by the royal family [65] leading to discontent among many Saudis who began to look for wider
participation in government. In , Saudi Arabian forces were involved both in bombing raids on Iraq and in the
land invasion that helped to liberate Kuwait. Osama bin Laden was a Saudi national until stripped of his
nationality in and was responsible for the U. High taxes and a growth in unemployment have contributed to
discontent, and has been reflected in a rise in civil unrest, and discontent with the royal family. In response, a
number of limited "reforms" were initiated by King Fahd. In March , he introduced the " Basic Law ", which
emphasised the duties and responsibilities of a ruler. In December , the Consultative Council was inaugurated.
It is composed of a chairman and 60 membersâ€”all chosen by the King. Women were not allowed to take part
in the poll.
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In Saudi Arabia, there are twenty-seven desalination stations that are operated by the Saline Water Conservation
Corporation (SWCC). These stations produce nearly more than three million cubic meters of portable water per day.

Saudi-Arabia is the major oil producer in the world accounting for Corrosion is becoming a large problem in
addition to many other problems that come over time. The result is that most of the easily produced oil is gone
from these fields and tapping the rest of the oil is probably going to be much more difficult and more
expensive. Such increased difficulty and expense may indicate that Saudi Arabian oil fields have already
peaked. Three major ports are used for the shipping. The last of the three largest terminals is the Yanbu
terminal located on the Red Sea. In the oil company was renamed Saudi Aramco. And ask you to be candid:
We want it to help us, you know, to develop our economy and develop the economy of the world. So what is
good for the wellbeing of Saudi Arabia should be good for the wellbeing of the world, tooâ€¦ we have to be
realistic. One-third of this reserve is found in the Ghawar. Until recently production of natural gas was tightly
controlled as it is so closely linked to oil production. The World Trade Organization criticized the government
and Aramco for heavily subsidizing natural gas. The remainder was made up of natural gas. Two ministries
share responsibility for the energy sector: The Ministry of Water was created in by merging water related
sub-departments. Its stated purpose is "to prepare a comprehensive plan to establish water and sewage
networks all over the Kingdom. Electricity consumption[ edit ] Electricity consumption in Saudi Arabia
increased sharply during the â€” period due to rapid economic development. Peak loads reached nearly 24 GW
in â€”25 times their level-and are expected to approach 60 GW by Consequently, there is an urgent need to
develop energy conservation policies for sustainable development. Generation capacity is approximately 55
GW. Capacity is planned to be increased to GW by One of its aims was to achieve sustainable performance.
Although progress has been made, remaining challenges, include high demand growth, low generation
capacity reserve margins, inefficient energy use, absence of time-of-use rate adjustments, and the need for
large capital investments to fund expansion. Current sustainable policies, particularly those encouraging
energy conservation, led to peak load savings of more than MW in , mainly as a result of collaboration
between the Ministry of Water and Electricity and the Saudi Electricity Company. Policies and programs are
being developed for public awareness, energy regulation and legislation, and energy information and
programming. Bureaucratic history[ edit ] The development of electricity in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia can
be divided into two stages: Initially, electricity generation was left to small, local companies. Such companies
sold power at varying rates according to local costs. In AH , the Department of Electricity Affairs was
established within the Ministry of Commerce, with a mandate to regulate the electricity generation sector and
to issue permits and licenses to electricity companies and to encourage national investment. This Department
was separated from the Ministry of Commerce and was given the additional responsibility of planning
electrical services for the Kingdom as a whole. In that same year, the electricity tariff was set for all
companies at a level below their actual costs. In AH , the Government adopted ambitious plans for economic
development requiring investment in industry and electrification. The Electricity Affairs Agency expanded the
planning, co-ordination and regulatory roles for providing electrical services. With the formulation of a
coherent development plan and the establishment of the SCECOs, the Government was able to bring
electricity to the towns, villages and settlements throughout the Kingdom. The number of electricity customers
grew from , in AH to 3,, in and 4,, in In May , electricity was made the responsibility of the Ministry of Water
and Electricity. Electricity for the southwest is provided by another consolidated company, and the central
region is served by SCECO-Central. In , the Government announced the reorganization of the electricity sector
by establishing a stock market company, named the Saudi Electric Company, through the merger of all the
electricity companies operating in the Kingdom. Same time was announceed investment in 17 new nuclear
reactors in next 20 years.
5: Energy in Saudi Arabia - Wikipedia
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Saudi Arabia has a population of over 32 million, more than three and a half million of whom live in the capital, Riyadh.
Arabic is the official language. Saudi Arabia possesses around 18 per cent of the world's proven petroleum reserves and
ranks as the largest exporter of petroleum.

6: Saudi Arabia to invest $20 bln in spare oil production capacity | Reuters
Youth in Saudi Arabia are the citizens of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia who are between the ages of 15 and In , the
estimated population was around twenty-seven million, and % of the population was between the ages of 15 and

7: Saudi Arabia's sovereign wealth fund pushed to take Tesla private for two years, Elon Musk claims
Similarly, Saudi Arabia's foreign policy is a hostage to the narrow interest of the ruling elite, limiting the legal and
institutional scope and the veracity needed for a dynamic and effective approach in pursuit of national interest.

8: KSA water consumption rate twice the world average | Arab News
Energy in Saudi Arabia involves petroleum and natural gas production, consumption, and exports, and electricity
production. Saudi Arabia is the world's leading oil producer and exporter. Saudi Arabia is the world's leading oil producer
and exporter.

9: Saudi Arabia Crude Oil Production (Monthly, Barrels per Day)
The billionaire says the Saudi sovereign fund needs to "diversify away from oil" and "has more than enough capital" for
the deal. Menu. Shops closing at a rate of '14 per day'.
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