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It expresses the principle of federalism and states' rights, which strictly supports the entire plan of the original
Constitution for the United States of America, by stating that the federal government possesses only those powers
delegated to it by the United States Constitution. All remaining powers are reserved for the states or the people.

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life,
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws. Annotations Generally Due process requires that the procedures by which laws are
applied must be evenhanded, so that individuals are not subjected to the arbitrary exercise of government
power. However, it does not follow that a procedure settled in English law and adopted in this country is, or
remains, an essential element of due process of law. Due process may also require an opportunity for
confrontation and cross-examination, and for discovery; that a decision be made based on the record, and that
a party be allowed to be represented by counsel. The purpose of this requirement is not only to ensure abstract
fair play to the individual. Its purpose, more particularly, is to protect his use and possession of property from
arbitrary encroachment. Just as in criminal and quasi-criminal cases, an impartial decisionmaker is an essential
right in civil proceedings as well. At the same time, it preserves both the appearance and reality of fairness.
The justice was elected, declined to recuse himself, and joined a 3-to-2 decision overturning the jury verdict. It
has spoken out not only in criminal cases,. Although this issue arises principally in the administrative law area,
it applies generally. To demonstrate compliance with this elementary requirement, the decisionmaker should
state the reasons for his determination and indicate the evidence he relied on, though his statement need not
amount to a full opinion or even formal findings of fact and conclusions of law. Kelly, the Court held that a
government agency must permit a welfare recipient who has been denied benefits to be represented by and
assisted by counsel. Rather, the Court focuses on the circumstances in individual cases, and may hold that
provision of counsel is not required if the state provides appropriate alternative safeguards. Since then, the
Court has followed an inconsistent path of expanding and contracting the breadth of these protected interests.
For instance, where household goods were sold under an installment contract and title was retained by the
seller, the possessory interest of the buyer was deemed sufficiently important to require procedural due
process before repossession could occur. This principle, discussed previously in the First Amendment context,
was pithily summarized by Justice Holmes in dismissing a suit by a policeman protesting being fired from his
job: Indeed, for a time it appeared that this positivist conception of protected rights was going to displace the
traditional sources. As noted previously, the advent of this new doctrine can be seen in Goldberg v. This
approach, the Court held, was inappropriate. Rather, they are created and their dimensions are defined by
existing rules or understandings that stem from an independent source such as state lawâ€”rules or
understandings that secure certain benefits and that support claims of entitlement to those benefits.
Sindermann, a professor employed for several years at a public college was found to have a protected interest,
even though his employment contract had no tenure provision and there was no statutory assurance of it.
Lopez, an Ohio statute provided for both free education to all residents between five and 21 years of age and
compulsory school attendance; thus, the state was deemed to have obligated itself to accord students some due
process hearing rights prior to suspending them, even for such a short period as ten days. In Town of Castle
Rock v. Gonzales, the Court considered whether police officers violated a constitutionally protected property
interest by failing to enforce a restraining order obtained by an estranged wife against her husband, despite
having probable cause to believe the order had been violated. Kennedy, an incipient counter-revolution to the
expansion of due process was rebuffed, at least with respect to entitlements. Three Justices sought to qualify
the principle laid down in the entitlement cases and to restore in effect much of the right-privilege distinction,
albeit in a new formulation. The case involved a federal law that provided that employees could not be
discharged except for cause, and the Justices acknowledged that due process rights could be created through
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statutory grants of entitlements. The Justices, however, observed that the same law specifically withheld the
procedural protections now being sought by the employees. But the other six Justices, although disagreeing
among themselves in other respects, rejected this attempt to formulate the issue. While the legislature may
elect not to confer a property interest in federal employment, it may not constitutionally authorize the
deprivation of such an interest, once conferred, without appropriate procedural safeguards. Although the
majority opinion was couched in terms of statutory construction, the majority appeared to come close to
adopting the three-Justice Arnett position, so much so that the dissenters accused the majority of having
repudiated the majority position of the six Justices in Arnett. And, in Goss v. Lopez, Justice Powell, writing in
dissent but using language quite similar to that of Justice Rehnquist in Arnett, seemed to indicate that the right
to public education could be qualified by a statute authorizing a school principal to impose a ten-day
suspension. Inadvertently, the Commission scheduled the hearing after the expiration of the days and the state
courts held the requirement to be jurisdictional, necessitating dismissal of the complaint. Although the
traditional concept of liberty was freedom from physical restraint, the Court has expanded the concept to
include various other protected interests, some statutorily created and some not. Wright, the Court
unanimously agreed that school children had a liberty interest in freedom from wrongfully or excessively
administered corporal punishment, whether or not such interest was protected by statute. Among the historic
liberties so protected was a right to be free from, and to obtain judicial relief for, unjustified intrusions on
personal security. Rather, his interest in reputation is simply one of a number which the State may protect
against injury by virtue of its tort law, providing a forum for vindication of those interest by means of damage
actions. A number of liberty interest cases that involve statutorily created entitlements involve prisoner rights,
and are dealt with more extensively in the section on criminal due process. However, they are worth noting
here. Fano, the Court held that a state prisoner was not entitled to a fact-finding hearing when he was
transferred to a different prison in which the conditions were substantially less favorable to him, because 1 the
Due Process Clause liberty interest by itself was satisfied by the initial valid conviction, which had deprived
him of liberty, and 2 no state law guaranteed him the right to remain in the prison to which he was initially
assigned, subject to transfer for cause of some sort. As a prisoner could be transferred for any reason or for no
reason under state law, the decision of prison officials was not dependent upon any state of facts, and no
hearing was required. Thus, the Court has recognized, in this case and in the cases involving revocation of
parole or probation, a liberty interest that is separate from a statutory entitlement and that can be taken away
only through proper procedures. But, with respect to the possibility of parole or commutation or otherwise
more rapid release, no matter how much the expectancy matters to a prisoner, in the absence of some form of
positive entitlement, the prisoner may be turned down without observance of procedures. For instance, persons
adversely affected by a law cannot challenge its validity on the ground that the legislative body that enacted it
gave no notice of proposed legislation, held no hearings at which the person could have presented his
arguments, and gave no consideration to particular points of view. The Constitution does not require all public
acts to be done in town meeting or an assembly of the whole. General statutes within the state power are
passed that affect the person or property of individuals, sometimes to the point of ruin, without giving them a
chance to be heard. Their rights are protected in the only way that they can be in a complex society, by their
power, immediate or remote, over those who make the rule. While acknowledging that history and settled
practice required proceedings in which pleas, answers, and trials were requisite before property could be
taken, the Court observed that the distress collection of debts due the crown had been the exception to the rule
in England and was of long usage in the United States, and was thus sustainable. The fact that the execution
was issued in the first instance by a governmental officer and not from a court, followed by personal notice
and a right to take the case into court, was seen as unobjectionable. The person may be remitted to other
actions initiated by him or an appeal may suffice. Accordingly, a surety company, objecting to the entry of a
judgment against it on a supersedeas bond, without notice and an opportunity to be heard on the issue of
liability, was not denied due process where the state practice provided the opportunity for such a hearing by an
appeal from the judgment so entered. Nor could the company found its claim of denial of due process upon the
fact that it lost this opportunity for a hearing by inadvertently pursuing the wrong procedure in the state courts.
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Eldridge, which concerned termination of Social Security benefits. The termination of Social Security benefits
at issue in Mathews would require less protection, however, because those benefits are not based on financial
need and a terminated recipient would be able to apply for welfare if need be. Moreover, the determination of
ineligibility for Social Security benefits more often turns upon routine and uncomplicated evaluations of data,
reducing the likelihood of error, a likelihood found significant in Goldberg. Finally, the administrative burden
and other societal costs involved in giving Social Security recipients a pretermination hearing would be high.
Therefore, a post-termination hearing, with full retroactive restoration of benefits, if the claimant prevails, was
found satisfactory. Earlier cases, which had focused upon the interests of the holders of the property in not
being unjustly deprived of the goods and funds in their possession, leaned toward requiring predeprivation
hearings. Newer cases, however, look to the interests of creditors as well. Resolution of the due process
question must take account not only of the interests of the buyer of the property but those of the seller as well.
Shevin, which struck down a replevin statute that authorized the seizure of property here household goods
purchased on an installment contract simply upon the filing of an ex parte application and the posting of bond,
has been limited, so that an appropriately structured ex parte judicial determination before seizure is sufficient
to satisfy due process. Eldridge standard in the context of government employment, the Court has held, albeit
by a combination of divergent opinions, that the interest of the employee in retaining his job, the governmental
interest in the expeditious removal of unsatisfactory employees, the avoidance of administrative burdens, and
the risk of an erroneous termination combine to require the provision of some minimum pre-termination notice
and opportunity to respond, followed by a full post-termination hearing, complete with all the procedures
normally accorded and back pay if the employee is successful. The principal difference with the Mathews v.
Whether the case signals a shift away from evidentiary hearing requirements in the context of regulatory
adjudication will depend on future developments. In City of Los Angeles v. When he subsequently sought to
challenge the imposition of this impoundment fee, he was unable to obtain a hearing until 27 days after his car
had been towed. The Court held that the delay was reasonable, as the private interest affectedâ€”the temporary
loss of the use of the moneyâ€”could be compensated by the addition of an interest payment to any refund of
the fee. Further factors considered were that a day delay was unlikely to create a risk of significant factual
errors, and that shortening the delay significantly would be administratively burdensome for the city. For
instance, in an alteration of previously existing law, no hearing is required if a state affords the claimant an
adequate alternative remedy, such as a judicial action for damages or breach of contract. Neff, the Court
enunciated two principles of jurisdiction respecting the states in a federal system In Personam Proceedings
Against Individuals. Consent has always been sufficient to create jurisdiction, even in the absence of any other
connection between the litigation and the forum. For instance, with the advent of the automobile, States were
permitted to engage in the fiction that the use of their highways was conditioned upon the consent of drivers to
be sued in state courts for accidents or other transactions arising out of such use. Thus, a state could designate
a state official as a proper person to receive service of process in such litigation, and establishing jurisdiction
required only that the official receiving notice communicate it to the person sued. The outer limit of this test is
illustrated by Kulko v. Superior Court, in which the Court held that California could not obtain personal
jurisdiction over a New York resident whose sole relevant contact with the state was to send his daughter to
live with her mother in California. Before International Shoe Co. Those demands may be met by such contacts
of the corporation with the State of the forum as make it reasonable, in the context of our federal system. The
company mailed premium notices to the insured in California, and he mailed his premium payments to the
company in Texas. Acknowledging that the connection of the company with California was tenuousâ€”it had
no office or agents in the state and no evidence had been presented that it had solicited anyone other than the
insured for businessâ€” the Court sustained jurisdiction on the basis that the suit was on a contract which had a
substantial connection with California. It cannot be denied that California has a manifest interest in providing
effective means of redress for its residents when their insurers refuse to pay claims. Denckla, decided during
the same Term, the Court found in personam jurisdiction lacking for the first time since International Shoe Co.
Washington, pronouncing firm due process limitations. In Hanson, the issue was whether a Florida court
considering a contested will obtained jurisdiction over corporate trustees of disputed property through use of
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ordinary mail and publication. The will had been entered into and probated in Florida, the claimants were
resident in Florida and had been personally served, but the trustees, who were indispensable parties, were
resident in Delaware. Thus, circulation of a magazine in a state was an adequate basis for that state to exercise
jurisdiction over an outofstate corporate magazine publisher in a libel action. In World-Wide Volkswagen
Corp. Plaintiffs had sustained personal injuries in Oklahoma in an accident involving an alleged defect in their
automobile. The car had been purchased the previous year in New York, the plaintiffs were New York
residents at time of purchase, and the accident had occurred while they were driving through Oklahoma on
their way to a new residence in Arizona. Defendants were the automobile retailer and its wholesaler, both New
York corporations that did no business in Oklahoma. The Court found no circumstances justifying assertion by
Oklahoma courts of jurisdiction over defendants. The Court identified two standards for limiting jurisdiction
even as products proceed to foreseeable destinations. The more general standard harked back to the fair play
and substantial justice doctrine of International Shoe and requires balancing the respective interests of the
parties, the prospective forum state, and alternative fora. All the Justices agreed with the legitimacy of this test
in assessing due process limits on jurisdiction. Action, not expectation, is key. Doctrinal differences on the due
process touchstones in streamofcommerce cases became more critical to the outcome in J.
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2: United States Constitution - Wikipedia
The United States Constitution is the supreme law of the United States. The Constitution, originally comprising seven
articles, delineates the national frame of government.

Eventually twelve states were represented; 74 delegates were named, 55 attended and 39 signed. The Virginia
Plan also known as the Large State Plan or the Randolph Plan proposed that the legislative department of the
national government be composed of a Bicameral Congress, with both chambers elected with apportionment
according to population. Generally favoring the most highly populated states, it used the philosophy of John
Locke to rely on consent of the governed, Montesquieu for divided government, and Edward Coke to
emphasize civil liberties. Generally favoring the less-populous states, it used the philosophy of English Whigs
such as Edmund Burke to rely on received procedure and William Blackstone to emphasize sovereignty of the
legislature. This position reflected the belief that the states were independent entities and, as they entered the
United States of America freely and individually, remained so. On June 13, the Virginia resolutions in
amended form were reported out of committee. The New Jersey plan was put forward in response to the
Virginia Plan. A "Committee of Eleven" one delegate from each state represented met from July 2 to 16 [31]
to work out a compromise on the issue of representation in the federal legislature. All agreed to a republican
form of government grounded in representing the people in the states. For the legislature, two issues were to
be decided: There were sectional interests to be balanced by the Three-Fifths Compromise ; reconciliation on
Presidential term, powers, and method of selection; and jurisdiction of the federal judiciary. Overall, the report
of the committee conformed to the resolutions adopted by the Convention, adding some elements. A
twenty-three article plus preamble constitution was presented. Details were attended to, and further
compromises were effected. Several of the delegates were disappointed in the result, a makeshift series of
unfortunate compromises. Some delegates left before the ceremony, and three others refused to sign. Of the
thirty-nine signers, Benjamin Franklin summed up, addressing the Convention: Their accepted formula for the
closing endorsement was "Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the States present. The new
frame of government that the Philadelphia Convention presented was technically only a revision of the
Articles of Confederation. After several days of debate, Congress voted to transmit the document to the
thirteen states for ratification according to the process outlined in its Article VII. Each state legislature was to
call elections for a "Federal Convention" to ratify the new Constitution, rather than consider ratification itself;
a departure from the constitutional practice of the time, designed to expand the franchise in order to more
clearly embrace "the people". The frame of government itself was to go into force among the States so acting
upon the approval of nine i. They proceeded at once to New York, where Congress was in session, to placate
the expected opposition. Aware of their vanishing authority, Congress, on September 28, after some debate,
resolved unanimously to submit the Constitution to the States for action, "in conformity to the resolves of the
Convention", [39] but with no recommendation either for or against its adoption. Two parties soon developed,
one in opposition, the Anti-Federalists , and one in support, the Federalists , of the Constitution; and the
Constitution was debated, criticized, and expounded upon clause by clause. Hamilton , Madison , and Jay ,
under the name of Publius , wrote a series of commentaries, now known as The Federalist Papers , in support
of ratification in the state of New York , at that time a hotbed of anti-Federalism. These commentaries on the
Constitution, written during the struggle for ratification, have been frequently cited by the Supreme Court as
an authoritative contemporary interpretation of the meaning of its provisions. The dispute over additional
powers for the central government was close, and in some states ratification was effected only after a bitter
struggle in the state convention itself. On June 21, , the constitution had been ratified by the minimum of nine
states required under Article VII. Towards the end of July, and with eleven states then having ratified, the
process of organizing the new government began. The Continental Congress, which still functioned at
irregular intervals, passed a resolution on September 13, , to put the new Constitution into operation with the
eleven states that had then ratified it. However, the initial meeting of each chamber of Congress had to be
adjourned due to lack of a quorum.
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3: Bill of Rights - HISTORY
The Constitution of the United States of America is the supreme law of the United States.

Text[ edit ] The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and
independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated
to the United States, in Congress assembled. I find, from looking into the amendments proposed by the State
conventions, that several are particularly anxious that it should be declared in the Constitution, that the powers
not therein delegated should be reserved to the several States. Perhaps words which may define this more
precisely than the whole of the instrument now does, may be considered as superfluous. I admit they may be
deemed unnecessary: I am sure I understand it so, and do therefore propose it. In United States v. Sprague the
Supreme Court asserted that the amendment "added nothing to the [Constitution] as originally ratified. An
often-repeated quote, from United States v. The amendment states but a truism that all is retained which has
not been surrendered. There is nothing in the history of its adoption to suggest that it was more than
declaratory of the relationship between the national and state governments as it had been established by the
Constitution before the amendment or that its purpose was other than to allay fears that the new national
government might seek to exercise powers not granted, and that the states might not be able to exercise fully
their reserved powers. In Garcia, the Court noted that this analysis was "unsound in principle and unworkable
in practice", and concluded that the framers believed that state sovereignty could be maintained by the
political system established by the Constitution. Noting that the same Congress that extended the FLSA to
cover government-run mass transit systems also provided substantial funding for those systems, the Court
concluded that the structure created by the framers had indeed protected the states from overreaching by the
federal government. In South Carolina v. Baker , [19] the Court said in dicta that an exception to Garcia would
be when a state lacked "any right to participate" in the federal political process or was left "politically isolated
and powerless" by a federal law. In New York v. United States , [21] the Supreme Court invalidated a portion
of a federal law for violating the Tenth Amendment. The act provided three incentives for states to comply
with statutory obligations to provide for the disposal of low-level radioactive waste. The first two incentives
were monetary. The third, which was challenged in the case, obliged states to take title to any waste within
their borders that was not disposed of prior to January 1, , and made each state liable for all damages directly
related to the waste. The Court ruled that the imposition of that obligation on the states violated the Tenth
Amendment. Dole , [22] or through the commerce power by directly pre-empting state law. However,
Congress cannot directly compel states to enforce federal regulations. The act required state and local law
enforcement officials to conduct background checks on people attempting to purchase handguns. Justice
Antonin Scalia , writing for the majority, applied New York v. United States to show that the act violated the
Tenth Amendment. National Collegiate Athletic Association , [24] the Supreme Court ruled that the
Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act of , which prohibited states that banned sports betting when
the law was enacted from legalizing it, violated the anti-commandeering doctrine and invalided the entire law.
The Court ruled that the anti-commandeering doctrine applied to congressional attempts to prevent the states
from taking a certain action as much as it applied in New York and Printz to Congress requiring states to
enforce federal law. Hence, in the aggregate, if farmers were allowed to consume their own wheat, it would
affect the interstate market in wheat. Lopez , [29] a federal law mandating a " gun-free zone " on and around
public school campuses was struck down because, the Supreme Court ruled, there was no clause in the
Constitution authorizing it. Most recently, in Gonzales v. Raich , [30] a California woman sued the Drug
Enforcement Administration after her medical cannabis crop was seized and destroyed by federal agents.
Medical cannabis was explicitly made legal under California state law by Proposition , despite cannabis being
prohibited at the federal level by the Controlled Substances Act. It therefore ruled that this practice may be
regulated by the federal government under the authority of the Commerce Clause. Supremacy Clause[ edit ] In
Cooper v. The case came about when conflicts arose in direct response to the ruling of another landmark case,
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Brown v. Board of Education This ruling quickly spurred upsetting conflicts between those trying to enforce
the ruling and those refusing to abide by it. Among those opposing the decision and all efforts of
desegregation ordered by the Court was the Governor of Arkansas, Orval Faubus. However, the tension
between the state legislature and the Governor versus the Supreme Court and the federal government became
severe when Governor Faubus ordered the National Guard to prevent the nine black students from entering the
high school and President Eisenhower responded by sending federal troops to escort them in. Five months
after the integration crisis happened, the school board filed suit in the United States District Court of the
Eastern District of Arkansas requesting a two and a half year delay in implementing desegregation. One
example of the exercise of this device was to condition allocation of federal funding where certain state laws
do not conform to federal guidelines. For example, federal educational funds may not be accepted without
implementation of special education programs in compliance with IDEA. In National Federation of
Independent Business v.

Page 7

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGES pdf
4: The Question of State's Rights and The U. S. Consitution: American Federalism Considered
ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by Congress,
and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution. Thomas
Jefferson wrote to James Madison advocating a Bill of Rights: "Half a loaf is better than no bread.

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States , which shall consist of
a Senate and House of Representatives. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen
every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. No Person shall be
a Representative who shall not have attained to the age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen
of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be
chosen. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be
included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the
whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the
first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such
Manner as they shall by Law direct. When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the
Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. The House of Representatives
shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. The Senate of the
United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six
Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the
first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the
first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the
fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every
second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of
any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature,
which shall then fill such Vacancies. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of
thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an
Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a
President pro tempore , in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President
of the United States. The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that
Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of
two thirds of the Members present. Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to
removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the
United States: The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter
such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators. The Congress shall assemble at least once in
every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a
different Day. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members,
and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day
to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such
Penalties as each House may provide. Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its
Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. Each House
shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in
their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall,
at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal. Neither House, during the Session of
Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than
that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation
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for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all
Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at
the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or
Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place. No Senator or Representative shall,
during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United
States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time;
and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his
Continuance in Office. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the
Senate may propose or concur with amendments as on other Bills. Every Bill which shall have passed the
House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a law, be presented to the President of the
United States: If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to
reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent,
together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved
by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be
determined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on
the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days
Sundays excepted after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he
had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a
Law. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives
may be necessary except on a question of Adjournment shall be presented to the President of the United
States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be
repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations
prescribed in the Case of a Bill. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand
eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each Person. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. No Capitation, or other direct, Tax
shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. No Tax or
Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of
Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. No Title of Nobility shall
be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall,
without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince or foreign State. No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any
Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with
another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger
as will not admit of delay. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows: Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the
Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: The Electors shall meet in their respective
States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State
with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each;
which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States,
directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having
the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of
Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if
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no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the
President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State
having one Vote; a quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the
States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. But if there should remain two or more
who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. The Congress may
determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall
be the same throughout the United States. No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United
States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall
any person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been
fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of
his Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall
devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death,
Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as
President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be
elected. The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be
encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive
within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them. Before he enter on the
Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: The President shall be Commander in
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the
actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of
the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall
have Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of
Impeachment. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties,
provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme
Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for,
and which shall be established by Law: The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next
Session. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them,
with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall
receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and
shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested
in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.
The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and
shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their
Continuance in Office. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this
Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their
Authority;â€”to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public ministers and Consuls;â€”to all Cases of
admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;â€”to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;â€”to
Controversies between two or more States;â€”between a State and Citizens of another State;â€”between
Citizens of different States;â€”between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different
States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. In all Cases
affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the
supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court
shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations
as the Congress shall make. The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and
such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not
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committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have
directed. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to
their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the
Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. And the Congress may by
general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the
Effect thereof. A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from
Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he
fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. No Person held to Service
or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or
Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party
to whom such Service or Labour may be due. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union;
but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed
by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States
concerned as well as of the Congress. The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules
and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this
Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.
The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall
protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive when the
Legislature cannot be convened against domestic Violence. The Congress, whenever two thirds of both
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in
either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the
Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the
other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be
made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth
Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its
equal Suffrage in the Senate. All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation.
This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of
the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any
state to the Contrary notwithstanding. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members
of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the
several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall
ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States. The Ratification of
the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States
so ratifying the same. The Word, "the," being interlined between the seventh and eighth Lines of the first
Page, The Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The Words
"is tried" being interlined between the thirty second and thirty third Lines of the first Page and the Word "the"
being interlined between the forty third and forty fourth Lines of the second Page.
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The Constitution of the United States Preamble Note. We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for
the United States of America.

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the
several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most
numerous Branch of the State Legislature. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the
several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. When vacancies happen in the
Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such
Vacancies. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole
Power of Impeachment. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State,
chosen by the Legislature thereof, 3 for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. Immediately after
they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into
three Classes. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been
nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for
which he shall be chosen. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore , in the
Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. The
Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath
or Affirmation. Judgment in Cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: The Times,
Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by
the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to
the Places of chusing Senators. T he Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting
shall be on the first Monday in December, 5 unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. Each House
shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each
shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be
authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each
House may provide. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other,
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. The
Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and
paid out of the Treasury of the United States. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which
he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have
been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding
any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office. All
Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or
concur with Amendments as on other Bills. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives
and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated,
who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. But in all such Cases the
Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and
against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by
the President within ten Days Sundays excepted after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a
Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in
which Case it shall not be a Law. To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 3: To regulate
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Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes; 4: To establish an
uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United
States; 5: To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;
7: To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 8: To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by
securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and
Discoveries; 9: To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; To provide and maintain a Navy; To
make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; To provide for calling forth the
Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; To provide for
organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in
the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the
Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; To exercise exclusive
Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District not exceeding ten Miles square as may, by Cession of
particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States,
and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which
the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines , Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful
Buildings;â€”And To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or
in any Department or Officer thereof. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand
eight hundred and eight , but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each Person. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. No Capitation , or other direct, Tax
shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. No Tax or
Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of
Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriation s made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. No Title of Nobility shall
be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall,
without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument , Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any
Duty of Tonnage , keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with
another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger
as will not admit of delay. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows 2: Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the
Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: The Electors shall meet in their respective
States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State
with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each;
which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States,
directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having
the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of
Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if
no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the
President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State
having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the
States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. But if there should remain two or more
who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. The Congress may
determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall
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be the same throughout the United States. In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his
Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, 9 the Same shall
devolve on the VicePresident, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death,
Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as
President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be
elected. The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be
encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive
within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them. Before he enter on the
Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: The President shall be Commander in
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the
actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of
the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall
have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of
Impeachment. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties,
provided two thirds of the Senators present concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme
Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for,
and which shall be established by Law: The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next
Session. Section 3 He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them,
with Respect to the Time of Adjournment , he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he
shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed,
and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior
Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour , and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a
Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. The judicial Power shall
extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;â€”to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other
public Ministers and Consuls;â€”to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction ;â€”to Controversies to
which the United States shall be a Party;â€”to Controversies between two or more States;â€”between a State
and Citizens of another State; 10 â€”between Citizens of different States, â€”between Citizens of the same
State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign
States, Citizens or Subjects. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those
in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before
mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction , both as to Law and Fact, with such
Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases
of Impeachment , shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have
been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the
Congress may by Law have directed. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War
against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of
Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.
And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings
shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. A Person charged in any State with Treason , Felony, or other Crime,
who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the
State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. No
Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in
Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be
delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due. New States may be admitted
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by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any
other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the
Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. The Congress shall have Power
to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging
to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the
United States, or of any particular State. Section 4 The United States shall guarantee to every State in this
Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application
of the Legislature, or of the Executive when the Legislature cannot be convened against domestic Violence.
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid
against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. This Constitution, and the Laws
of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made,
under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State
shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.
The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and
all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath
or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to
any Office or public Trust under the United States. The Word "the", being interlined between the seventh and
eight Lines of the first Page, The Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the
first Page.
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Amendment XIV Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof,
are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside.

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of
a Senate and House of Representatives. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen
every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. No Person shall be
a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen
of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be
chosen. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be
included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the
whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons [ Modified by Amendment XIV ]. The actual Enumeration shall be
made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every
subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. When vacancies happen in the
Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such
Vacancies. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole
Power of Impeachment. Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they
shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be
vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of
the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if
Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the
Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall
then fill such Vacancies [ Modified by Amendment XVII ]. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have
attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not,
when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. The Senate shall chuse their other
Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the
Office of President of the United States. The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When
sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. And no Person shall be convicted without the
Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend
further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit
under the United States: The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives,
shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or
alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators. Each House shall be the Judge of the
Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to
do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the
Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide. Each
House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with
the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from
time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas
and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be
entered on the Journal. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other,
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. The
Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and
paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of
the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in
going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be
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questioned in any other Place. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected,
be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the
Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the
United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office. All Bills for raising
Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with
Amendments as on other Bills.
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7: Constitution for the United States - We the People
Bill of Rights First Amendment [Religion, Speech, Press, Assembly, Petition ()] (see explanation) Second Amendment
[Right to Bear Arms ()] (see explanation).

Printer-friendly version [ Constitution for the United States of America] 1 We the People of the United States,
in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. All legislative Powers herein granted
shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of
Representatives. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by
the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for
Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. No Person shall be a Representative who shall
not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and
who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. Representatives and
direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union,
according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free
Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of
all other Persons [ Modified by Amendment XIV ]. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years
after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in
such Manner as they shall by Law direct. When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the
Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. The House of Representatives
shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. Immediately after
they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into
three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year,
of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth
Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or
otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary
Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies [ Modified by
Amendment XVII ]. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and
been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State
for which he shall be chosen. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in
the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. The
Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath
or Affirmation. And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members
present. Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: The Times,
Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by
the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to
the Places of chusing Senators. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of
its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such
Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide. Each House may determine the Rules of its
Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a
Member. Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same,
excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of
either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.
Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than
three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. The Senators and
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Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the
Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be
privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and
returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any
other Place. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any
civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments
whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United
States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office. All Bills for raising Revenue shall
originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on
other Bills. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it
become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; [2] If he approve he shall sign it, but if not
he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the
Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of
that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by
which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law.
But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the
Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill
shall not be returned by the President within ten Days Sundays excepted after it shall have been presented to
him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment
prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the
Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary except on a question of
Adjournment shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect,
shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and
House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. The
Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall
not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty
may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. No Bill of Attainder or ex
post facto Law shall be passed. No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the
Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.
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Text[ edit ] The Congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose
amendments to this Constitution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two thirds of the several states,
shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents and
purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the several states, or
by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the
Congress; provided that no amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and
eight shall in any manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that no
state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate. Twenty-seven of these
amendments have been ratified and are now part of the Constitution. The first ten amendments were adopted
and ratified simultaneously and are known collectively as the Bill of Rights. Six amendments adopted by
Congress and sent to the states have not been ratified by the required number of states and are not part of the
Constitution. Four of these amendments are still technically open and pending, one is closed and has failed by
its own terms, and one is closed and has failed by the terms of the resolution proposing it. All totaled,
approximately 11, measures to amend the Constitution have been proposed in Congress since through
December 16, The first method authorizes Congress, "whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it
necessary" a two-thirds of those members presentâ€”assuming that a quorum exists at the time that the vote is
castâ€”and not necessarily a two-thirds vote of the entire membership elected and serving in the two houses of
Congress , to propose Constitutional amendments. The second method requires Congress, "on the application
of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states" presently 34 , to "call a convention for proposing
amendments". It guards equally against that extreme facility which would render the Constitution too mutable;
and that extreme difficulty which might perpetuate its discovered faults. It moreover equally enables the
General and the State Governments to originate the amendment of errors, as they may be pointed out by the
experience on one side, or on the other. All 33 amendments submitted to the states for ratification originated in
the Congress. The second method, the convention option, a political tool which Alexander Hamilton writing in
The Federalist No. This procedure was not used. Instead, both the House and the Senate proceeded directly to
consideration of a joint resolution , thereby implying that both bodies deemed amendments to be necessary.
Also, when initially proposed by James Madison , the amendments were designed to be interwoven into the
relevant sections of the original document. Both these precedents have been followed ever since. While Article
I Section 7 provides that all federal legislation must, before becoming Law, be presented to the President for
his or her signature or veto , Article V provides no such requirement for constitutional amendments approved
by Congress, or by a federal convention. Thus the president has no official function in the process. Virginia ,
the Supreme Court affirmed that it is not necessary to place constitutional amendments before the President
for approval or veto. These included conventions to consider amendments to 1 provide for popular election of
U. Senators; 2 permit the states to include factors other than equality of population in drawing state legislative
district boundaries; and 3 to propose an amendment requiring the U. The campaign for a popularly elected
Senate is frequently credited with "prodding" the Senate to join the House of Representatives in proposing
what became the Seventeenth Amendment to the states in , while the latter two campaigns came very close to
meeting the two-thirds threshold in the s and s, respectively. Convention to propose amendments to the United
States Constitution and Second Constitutional Convention of the United States Ratification of amendments[
edit ] Tennessee certificate of ratification of the nineteenth Amendment ; with this ratification, the amendment
became valid as a part of the Constitution After being officially proposed, either by Congress or a national
convention of the states, a constitutional amendment must then be ratified by three-fourths of the states.
Congress is authorized to choose whether a proposed amendment is sent to the state legislatures or to state
ratifying conventions for ratification. Amendments ratified by the states under either procedure are

Page 20

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGES pdf
indistinguishable and have equal validity as part of the Constitution. Of the 33 amendments submitted to the
states for ratification, the state convention method has been used for only one, the Twenty-first Amendment.
Sprague , the Supreme Court affirmed the authority of Congress to decide which mode of ratification will be
used for each individual constitutional amendment. On three occasions, Congress has, after being informed
that an amendment has reached the ratification threshold, adopted a resolution declaring the process
successfully completed. Presently, the Archivist of the United States is charged with responsibility for
administering the ratification process under the provisions of 1 U. Upon receiving the necessary number of
state ratifications, it is the duty of the Archivist to issue a certificate proclaiming a particular amendment duly
ratified and part of the Constitution. This serves as official notice to Congress and to the nation that the
ratification process has been successfully completed. It is also silent on the issue of whether or not Congress,
once it has sent an amendment that includes a ratification deadline to the states for their consideration, can
extend that deadline. Deadlines[ edit ] The practice of limiting the time available to the states to ratify
proposed amendments began in with the Eighteenth Amendment. All amendments proposed since then, with
the exception of the Nineteenth Amendment and the still pending Child Labor Amendment , have included a
deadline, either in the body of the proposed amendment, or in the joint resolution transmitting it to the states.
An amendment may be ratified at any time after final congressional action, even if the states have not yet been
officially notified. Granting that it found nothing express in Article V relating to time constraints, the Court
yet allowed that it found intimated in the amending process a "strongly suggest[ive]" argument that proposed
amendments are not open to ratification for all time or by States acting at widely separate times. Miller ,
modified its opinion considerably. It would appear that the length of time elapsing between proposal and
ratification is irrelevant to the validity of the amendment. Based upon this precedent, the Archivist of the
United States proclaimed the Twenty-seventh Amendment as having been ratified when it surpassed the "three
fourths of the several states" plateau for becoming a part of the Constitution. Proponents recognized that if the
time limit was fixed in the text of the amendment Congress could not alter it because the time limit as well as
the substantive provisions of the proposal had been subject to ratification by a number of States, making it
unalterable by Congress except through the amending process again. Opponents argued that Congress, having
by a two-thirds vote sent the amendment and its authorizing resolution to the states, had put the matter beyond
changing by passage of a simple resolution, that states had either acted upon the entire package or at least that
they had or could have acted affirmatively upon the promise of Congress that if the amendment had not been
ratified within the prescribed period it would expire and their assent would not be compelled for longer than
they had intended. Sager , some commentators have seriously questioned whether Article V is the exclusive
means of amending the Constitution, or whether there are routes to amendment, including some routes in
which the Constitution could be unconsciously or unwittingly amended in a period of sustained political
activity on the part of a mobilized national constituency. He asserts that Article V nowhere prevents the
People themselves, acting apart from ordinary Government, from exercising their legal right to alter or abolish
Government via the proper legal procedures. Some argue that the Constitution itself provides no mechanism
for the American people to adopt constitutional amendments independently of Article V. Instead he argues
that Article V provides a clear and stable way of amending the document that is explicit, authentic, and the
exclusive means of amendment; it promotes wisdom and justice through enhancing deliberation and prudence;
and its process complements federalism and separation of powers that are key features of the Constitution. He
argues that Article V remains the most clear and powerful way to register the sovereign desires of the
American public with regard to alterations of their fundamental law. In the end, Article V is an essential
bulwark to maintaining a written Constitution that secures the rights of the people against both elites and
themselves. But let there be no change by usurpation; for though this, in one instance, may be the instrument
of good, it is the customary weapon by which free governments are destroyed. The precedent must always
greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or transient benefit which the use can at any time yield. This
statement by Washington has become controversial, and scholars[ which?
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In the years leading up to the break with the mother country especially after the Stamp Act of , Americans
wrote tracts and adopted resolutions resting their claim of rights on Magna Carta, on the colonial charters, and
on the teachings of natural law. Constitutional Convention Once independence had been declared, in , the
American states turned immediately to the writing of state constitutions and state bills of rights. That
document, which wove Lockean notions of natural rights with concrete protections against specific abuses,
was the model for bills of rights in other states and, ultimately, for the federal Bill of Rights. They did not
oppose the principle of a bill of rights; they simply thought it unnecessary, in light of the theory that the new
federal government would be one of enumerated powers only. Opponents of ratification quickly seized upon
the absence of a bill of rights, and Federalists, especially Madison, soon realized that they must offer to add
amendments to the Constitution after its ratification. Carefully sifting amendments from proposals made in the
state ratifying conventions, Madison steered his project through the shoals of indifference on the part of some
members who thought the House had more important work to do and outright hostility on the part of others
Antifederalists who hoped for a second convention to hobble the powers of the federal government. In
September the House and Senate accepted a conference report laying out the language of proposed
amendments to the Constitution. Within six months of the time the amendmentsâ€”the Bill of Rightsâ€”had
been submitted to the states, nine had ratified them. Ten amendments were ratified; two others, dealing with
the number of representatives and with the compensation of senators and representatives, were not. On their
face, it is obvious that the amendments apply to actions by the federal government, not to actions by the states.
In , in Barron v. Baltimore, Chief Justice John Marshall confirmed that understanding. Through this process,
nearly all the important provisions of the Bill of Rights now apply to the states. The original Constitution has
been amended a number of timesâ€”for example, to provide for direct election of senators and to give the vote
to eighteen-year-olds. The Bill of Rights, however, has never been amended. There is, of course, sharp debate
over Supreme Court interpretation of specific provisions, especially where social interests such as the control
of traffic in drugs seem to come into tension with provisions of the Bill of Rights such as the Fourth
Amendment. Such debate notwithstanding, there is no doubt that the Bill of Rights, as symbol and substance,
lies at the heart of American conceptions of individual liberty, limited government, and the rule of law. Irving
Brant, The Bill of Rights: Its Origin and Meaning ; Robert A. Rutland, The Birth of the Bill of Rights, DICK
HOWARD The Bill of Rights Amendment I Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
Amendment II A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people
to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. Amendment III No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in
any house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
Amendment IV The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue but upon probable cause,
supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized. Amendment V No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval
forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject
for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to
be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall
private property be taken for public use without just compensation. Amendment VI In all criminal
prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and
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district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for
his defense. Amendment VII In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise reexamined in
any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law. Amendment VIII Excessive
bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.
Amendment IX The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or
disparage others retained by the people. Amendment X The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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