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Sixteenth-Century Reform and Modern Writing. On two occasions there has been a systematic reform in Latin
writing intended to restore it to its primitive purity: Antiquity In the most ancient Manuscripts fourth and fifth
centuries there are four kinds of writing. It seems to have been the oldest in use among the Romans, who made
use of it almost exclusively for inscriptions. The epigraphical, or elegant, capital, similar to the ordinary
majuscule of our printed books, was used in Manuscripts, but there exist only rare specimens of it. Such is the
Virgil of the Vatican Lat. The only difficulty in reading these Manuscripts lies in the fact that the words are
not separated. The letters differ but little from those of our printed books. The A ordinarily appears under one
of two forms: This beautiful writing seems to have been reserved for Manuscripts de luxe and for the most
revered works, such as Virgil or the Bible. The rustic capital, much used from the end of antiquity, is less
graceful; its characters are more slender and less regular; their extremities are no longer flattened by the small
graceful bar which adorns the epigraphical capital. Such is the writing of the Prudentius of Paris Bib. All these
Manuscripts lack punctuation, and in those where it occurs it was added later. At first this expression, derived
from the Latin uncia, "one-twelfth", was applied to the capital writing itself. Examples occur in the Latin
inscriptions of Africa, but it is above all the writing used in Manuscripts. The letters most modified are: An
example of a Manuscript in uncials is furnished in the collection of Acts of the Council of Aquileia transcribed
shortly after this date Paris, Bib. The letters E, V, H retain the uncial form; the D has sometimes the uncial
form, sometimes the minuscule; the N is in capital. The most ancient specimen is the Verona palimpsest,
written in , containing the consular annals from to It was used from the imperial period for accounts, business
letters, etc. The best known Manuscripts are not prior to the sixth century Latin Manuscript , Bib. Even in the
Roman period ligatures were numerous. The most characteristic forms are those of a, b, d, e, f, g, i, l, m, n, r,
and s, respectively. The size of the letters is smaller, their shape is simplified, and they are joined together.
From this resulted occasional serious deformations of the alphabet. Before the sixth century it was a
modification of the capital; from this time forth it borrowed its characters chiefly from the minuscule. The
most ancient known specimens are the papyrus fragments of Herculaneum W. Scott, "Fragmenta
Herculanensia", Oxford, , which date from A. This writing was much employed in legal documents down to
the seventh century, and it is found in the papyrus charters of Ravenna end of sixth century ; on the other hand,
it was but little used in the copying of Manuscripts, and serves only for glosses and marginal notes. According
to Plutarch Cato Jun. These notes were not arbitrary signs, like those of modern stenography, but mutilated
letters reduced to a straight or curved line and linked together. Sometimes a single letter indicated a whole
word e. The chanceries of the Middle Ages doubtless made much use of these notes. There is no punctuation
in the most ancient Manuscripts. But according to the Greek grammarians, whose doctrine is reproduced by
Isidore of Seville , a single sign, the point, was employed: In the greater number of Manuscripts the point
above or periodus, and the point below, or comma, were used exclusively. Barbarian period fifth to eighth
century After the Germanic invasions there developed in Europe a series of writings called national, which
were all derived from the Roman cursive, but assumed distinctive forms in the various countries. Such was, in
France , the Merovingian minuscule, characterized by lack of proportion, irregularity, and the number of
ligatures. The writing is upright, slightly inclined to the left, the Manuscripts are not ruled, and the lines
sometimes encroach on one another. The phrases are separated by points and begin with a majuscule letter in
capital or uncial; the abbreviations are few. The writings of royal diplomas, thirty-seven of which are
preserved in the Bib. The first line and the royal signature are in more elongated characters; at the beginning
of the document is the chrismon, or monogram of Christ, formed of the Greek letters X and P interlaced,
which replaces the invocation in use in the imperial diplomas. The reading of these, undertaken by Jules Havet
died and completed by Jusselin Biblioth. Ecole des Chartes, , , has furnished valuable information on the
organization of the royal chancery. Tironian notes are also employed for the correction of Manuscripts and for
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marginal notes. Lombardic writing, which developed in Italy during this period, until the ninth century, bore a
great resemblance to the Merovingian minuscule; it was also introduced into some Frankish monasteries in the
eighth century. From the ninth century it assumed, in Southern Italy , a more original character and long
survived the Carlovingian reform. In the twelfth century it reached its apogee in the scriptorium of Monte
Cassino ; it became regular, and was characterized by the thickness of the strokes which contrasted with the
slender portions of the letters. In the twelfth century this writing acquired more and more angular shapes. It
persisted in Southern Italy until the end of the thirteenth century. The Visigothic handwriting littera toletana,
mozarabica was employed in Spain from the eighth to the twelfth century. It combined with the Roman
cursive some elements of the uncial and is generally illegible. Irish writing scriptura scottica , unlike the
others, did not proceed from the Roman cursive. It is found under two forms: The words are separated, the
ligatures numerous, the initials often encircled with red dots, and the abbreviations rather frequent. Some
conventional signs also occur: This writing was chiefly used for the transcription of liturgical books. This
writing acquired still more angular forms in the eleventh century, and throughout the Middle Ages remained
the national writing of Ireland. The Anglo-Saxon writing is derived from both the Irish writing and the Roman
script of the Manuscripts which the missionaries brought to the island. As in Ireland , it is sometimes round,
broad, and squat especially in the seventh and eighth centuries , sometimes angular, with long and pointed
ascenders. The liturgical Manuscripts differ from those of Ireland in the frequent use of gold in the initials.
Museum , is one of the most beautiful examples of round writing. Anglo-Saxon writing disappeared after the
Norman Conquest, but the Carlovingian minuscule which succeeded it was formed partly under the influence
of the Irish and Anglo-Saxon monks who had been brought to the Continent. The monastery of St. These
Manuscripts served as models for the monastic scriptoria throughout the empire, and by degrees the
Carlovingian writing conquered all the West. In these Manuscripts are found the various kinds of ancient
writing: With few exceptions, the capital was little used except for titles, initials, and copies of inscriptions.
The Manuscripts of St. Martin of Tours show a partiality for a beautiful half-uncial, but the most important
reform was the creation of the minuscule, which became, except for titles, initials, and the first lines of
chapters, the writing used in the greater number of Manuscripts. This minuscule prevailed throughout Europe
in the twelfth century, and in the sixteenth century, when another reform of writing was inaugurated, the
Italian copyists and typographers again used it as a model. Among its chief characteristics are: A sometimes
open , sometimes closed, and derived from the uncial ; the ascenders of the b, d, l, and h broadened at the top ;
the g retains its semi-uncial form ; the i no longer goes above the line. The Manuscripts hence forth well
ordered present a clear and pleasing appearance. Sentences begin with majuscules and are separated by points
weak punctuation or semi-colons strong punctuation. At first, abbreviations were few, but they increased in
the tenth century. One of the most beautiful specimens of this minuscule is furnished by the Manuscript Lat. In
documents of the imperial chancery, the reform of writing was at first less pronounced, and the scribes
retained the elongated writing of the Merovingian period; it became, however, clearer, more regular, and less
encumbered with ligatures, while care was taken in the separation of the words. In the time of Louis the Pious,
on the other hand, the minuscule of Manuscripts Began to be seen in official documents, and soon it
supplanted writing. At the same time it followed some ancient traditions: Such is the system of writing which,
thanks to its simplicity and clearness, spread throughout the West, and everywhere, except in Ireland , took the
place of the national writings of the barbarian period. In the tenth century it was, however, less regular, and it
became more slender in the eleventh century. The Manuscripts and official documents are generally very
carefully executed, the words are well separated, and abbreviations are not yet very numerous. Beginning with
Clement IV , the pontifical Chancery substitutes this writing for the littera beneventana; however, until
Paschal II , the two systems were employed simultaneously. It was only in the latter pontificate period that the
Carlovingian became the exclusive writing of the pontifical notaries, as it remained until the sixteenth century.
Gothic period twelfth to sixteenth century Gothic writing arose from the transformations of the Carlovingian
minuscule, much as Gothic architecture is derived from Romanesque. The transition was at first imperceptible,
and most of the Manuscripts of the first thirty years of the thirteenth century do not differ from those of the
preceding epoch. It is only noticeable that the letters thicken and assume a more robust appearance, and that
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abbreviations are more frequent. Soon changes are introduced: Among the most ancient examples is a
Manuscript copied at St. Martin of Tournai in Paris. On the mortuary roll of Bl. Vitalis , Abbot of Savigny
died , are found, among signatures collected in France and England , specimens of the new writing mingled
with the Carlovingian minuscule. Diplomatic writing follows ancient tradition until the thirteenth century, and
retains the elongated ascenders, which sometimes end in a more or less curled stroke. Nevertheless, as early as
about the influence of Gothic writing was felt in the charters of the North, some of which are even written in
the characters used in Manuscripts Among the most beautiful charters of this period may be mentioned those
of the papal Chancery; in the twelfth century their writing had become simple, elegant, and clear. At the end of
the twelfth and during the thirteenth century the change in handwriting was more pronounced. Manuscripts
and charters in the vulgar tongue are more and more numerous. Writing ceases to be a monastic art; it no
longer possesses its former beautiful uniformity and takes an individual character from the scribe.
Abbreviations multiply; side by side with the elegantly shaped Gothic minuscule appears in official documents
registers, minutes, etc. The tendency during this period is to diminish the size and to thicken the letters.
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In the earliest Greek inscriptions after the Greek Dark Ages , dating to the 8th century BC, the letter rests upon
its side, but in the Greek alphabet of later times it generally resembles the modern capital letter, although
many local varieties can be distinguished by the shortening of one leg, or by the angle at which the cross line
is set. The Etruscans brought the Greek alphabet to their civilization in the Italian Peninsula and left the letter
unchanged. The Romans later adopted the Etruscan alphabet to write the Latin language , and the resulting
letter was preserved in the Latin alphabet that would come to be used to write many languages, including
English. Typographic variants Different glyphs of the lowercase letter A. During Roman times, there were
many variant forms of the letter "A". First was the monumental or lapidary style, which was used when
inscribing on stone or other "permanent" media. There was also a cursive style used for everyday or utilitarian
writing, which was done on more perishable surfaces. Due to the "perishable" nature of these surfaces, there
are not as many examples of this style as there are of the monumental, but there are still many surviving
examples of different types of cursive, such as majuscule cursive, minuscule cursive, and semicursive
minuscule. Variants also existed that were intermediate between the monumental and cursive styles. The
known variants include the early semi-uncial , the uncial, and the later semi-uncial. At the end of the Roman
Empire 5th century AD , several variants of the cursive minuscule developed through Western Europe. By the
9th century, the Caroline script , which was very similar to the present-day form, was the principal form used
in book-making, before the advent of the printing press. This form was derived through a combining of prior
forms. These variants, the Italic and Roman forms, were derived from the Caroline Script version. The Italic
form, also called script a, is used in most current handwriting and consists of a circle and vertical stroke. This
slowly developed from the fifth-century form resembling the Greek letter tau in the hands of medieval Irish
and English writers. In Greek handwriting, it was common to join the left leg and horizontal stroke into a
single loop, as demonstrated by the uncial version shown. Many fonts then made the right leg vertical. In some
of these, the serif that began the right leg stroke developed into an arc, resulting in the printed form, while in
others it was dropped, resulting in the modern handwritten form. Italic type is commonly used to mark
emphasis or more generally to distinguish one part of a text from the rest set in Roman type.
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Share via Email Plenty more work to be done. Karachi Museum, Pakistan Dry, dusty and shortly to be dead.
Its survival will now depend entirely on the whim of classicists and medievalists studying in other fields. But
if Trainor was hoping palaeography would do the decent thing, he badly misjudged the situation. This may
sound arcane, and to some extent it is. They are a collation of various manuscripts that may have been altered
by scribes over time. A palaeographer can help determine which is likely to be the most authentic. Either way,
the point is much the same. Multiply this by every fragment and every hand-written folio, and the history of
the world begins to be up for grabs. Not that palaeography has the answer to everything. Giving up on
palaeography is like giving up on art, history and culture. Discovered between and in 11 caves on the
northwest shore of the Dead Sea. Indus Valley Script More than symbols have been found â€” primarily on
seals â€” belonging to the Indus Valley civilisation of 3,BC. Most inscriptions are only four or five symbols in
length. The longest is 26 symbols. Rosetta Stone Technically one for epigraphers, but many palaeographers
claim it for themselves. Beowulf The most important work in Anglo-Saxon literature, the Old-English epic
poem of 3, lines is known from a single manuscript that is estimated to date from AD The manuscript has
crumbled over time and scholars are still working on its preservation and revealing lost letters of the poem.
Oxyrhynchus Papyri A collection of documents from the Ptolemaic and Roman eras excavated from the old
rubbish mounds of Oxyrhynchus, an ancient Egyptian site thought so unimportant it was left almost untouched
for centuries. Extracts from the plays of Menander and the Gospel of St Thomas are among the most important
finds.
4: Picture Collection Online
Universal Palaeography: Latin Writing of Modern Europe [Champollion-Figeac, M Champollion-Figeac] on
www.enganchecubano.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it.

5: Palaeographia-latina,introduction,Greek,Visigoda,critica,Greek ligatures CDROM | eBay
universal palaeography oriental writing pdf The history of books starts with the development of writing, and various other
inventions such as paper and printing, and continues through to the modern day business.

6: Robert II (archbishop of Rouen) - Wikipedia
Universal palaeography: or, Fac-similes of writings of all nations and periods, copied from the most celebrated and
authentic manuscripts in the libraries and archives of France, Italy, Germany, and England.

7: Handbook of Greek & Latin Palaeography: Works of Palaeography and Diplomatic.
universal palaeography oriental writing pdf The history of books starts with the development of writing, and various other
inventions such as paper and printing, and continues through to the modern day business of book
www.enganchecubano.com earliest history of books.
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