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Visit Website Did you know? As early as , in his memoir and propaganda tract "Mein Kampf" My Struggle ,
Adolf Hitler had predicted a general European war that would result in "the extermination of the Jewish race
in Germany. In the mids, he began the rearmament of Germany, secretly and in violation of the Versailles
Treaty. After signing alliances with Italy and Japan against the Soviet Union , Hitler sent troops to occupy
Austria in and the following year annexed Czechoslovakia. Hitler had long planned an invasion of Poland, a
nation to which Great Britain and France had guaranteed military support if it was attacked by Germany. The
pact with Stalin meant that Hitler would not face a war on two fronts once he invaded Poland, and would have
Soviet assistance in conquering and dividing the nation itself. On September 17, Soviet troops invaded Poland
from the east. Under attack from both sides, Poland fell quickly, and by early Germany and the Soviet Union
had divided control over the nation, according to a secret protocol appended to the Nonaggression Pact. In
fact, the Germans broke through the line with their tanks and planes and continued to the rear, rendering it
useless. Hitler now turned his attention to Britain, which had the defensive advantage of being separated from
the Continent by the English Channel. To pave the way for an amphibious invasion dubbed Operation Sea
Lion , German planes bombed Britain extensively throughout the summer of , including night raids on London
and other industrial centers that caused heavy civilian casualties and damage. Arguments between Hitler and
his commanders delayed the next German advance until October, when it was stalled by a Soviet
counteroffensive and the onset of harsh winter weather. World War II in the Pacific With Britain facing
Germany in Europe, the United States was the only nation capable of combating Japanese aggression, which
by late included an expansion of its ongoing war with China and the seizure of European colonial holdings in
the Far East. On December 7, , Japanese aircraft attacked the major U. Germany and the other Axis Powers
promptly declared war on the United States. After a long string of Japanese victories, the U. Pacific Fleet won
the Battle of Midway in June , which proved to be a turning point in the war. On Guadalcanal, one of the
southern Solomon Islands, the Allies also had success against Japanese forces in a series of battles from
August to February , helping turn the tide further in the Pacific. In mid, Allied naval forces began an
aggressive counterattack against Japan, involving a series of amphibious assaults on key Japanese-held islands
in the Pacific. The approach of winter, along with dwindling food and medical supplies, spelled the end for
German troops there, and the last of them surrendered on January 31, Soviet troops soon advanced into
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Romania, while Hitler gathered his forces to drive the Americans and
British back from Germany in the Battle of the Bulge December January , the last major German offensive of
the war. An intensive aerial bombardment in February preceded the Allied land invasion of Germany, and by
the time Germany formally surrendered on May 8, Soviet forces had occupied much of the country. Hitler was
already dead, having committed suicide on April 30 in his Berlin bunker. Post-war Germany would be divided
into four occupation zones, to be controlled by the Soviet Union, Britain, the United States and France. Heavy
casualties sustained in the campaigns at Iwo Jima February and Okinawa April-June , and fears of the even
costlier land invasion of Japan led Truman to authorize the use of a new and devastating weaponâ€”the atomic
bombâ€”on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in early August. On August 10, the Japanese
government issued a statement declaring they would accept the terms of the Potsdam Declaration, and on
September 2, U. World War II proved to be the most devastating international conflict in history, taking the
lives of some 35 to 60 million people, including 6 million Jews who died at the hands of the Nazis. Millions
more were injured, and still more lost their homes and property. The legacy of the war would include the
spread of communism from the Soviet Union into eastern Europe as well as its eventual triumph in China, and
the global shift in power from Europe to two rival superpowersâ€”the United States and the Soviet
Unionâ€”that would soon face off against each other in the Cold War. Start your free trial today.
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The post-D-Day focus is placed in the context of the war to that point in time. There is an ideal opportunity to
segue into the Cold War from this program. As the title suggests, all archival footage is coloured. There are
some interesting insights provided into the character and motivation of the various commanders and national
leaders. There are numerous opportunities for the development of Depth Studies or research projects from this
program. Dr Denis Mootz This program may require pre-viewing. Some images may be disturbing for
students. This is the data collection stage of the activity. The detailed questioning is designed to ensure that
students decode the visual and aural materials presented to them in the video. The video programs can be
stopped at the end of each section. This will allow students to share and discuss answers. Why was German
resistance hopeless? Note the disposition of the Allied armies in the West in February How did the Germans
counter this attack? How did Hitler react to US success at the Rhine? How did Montgomery plan to affect a
crossing of the Rhine? Note how Montgomery exploited the advantage once across the Rhine? Note the
progress of Allied armies. How did the Germans respond to invasion? How well equipped were German
defenders? What other advantage did the USSR have? Note details of the Russian offensive. Note the progress
of the Second Red Army. Why were pockets of resistance left behind by USSR troops? Note events in the
north. Why had Hitler become dependent on Himmler as a commander? Note the events in Courland in Latvia.
How did German civilians react to the prospect of Russian invasion? Note the activity of Russian submarines
in the Baltic. Note the advice of General Guderian. Why did Hitler send his relief force to Hungary? What part
did the weather play? Note the comment by panzer Commander Sepp Dietrich. Note the fall of Vienna. What
question now emerged? Note the position of the red Army in March What had been decided at Yalta? Note
events in the Ruhr Valley. Note details of the liberation of Holland. Note the impact of the German occupation
on Holland. Note the progress of the British in north Germany. Note the progress of the British under General
Harold Alexander. Why did the Germans surrender unconditionally? Who was now defending Berlin? Note
the size of the USSR army. Note the provisions for defending berlin. Why did Goebbels now suggest that
there was a chance to save Germany? Why was resistance heavier than expected? Note details of the assault in
the south. Why did Stalin redirect the southern army to Berlin? When did the final assault on Berlin begin?
Note details of the Russian capture of Berlin. When was the Reichstag finally taken? Why was this event
re-staged? Note the fate of Eva Braun. Why were the German people told to continue fighting? Note the
efforts of Goebbels and Bormann to negotiate peace. Note the fate of Goebbels and his family. When did
fighting cease? When did the Germans sign an unconditional surrender? Why was a second surrender
necessary? Note the origins of VE day. Note the decisions made at Potsdam. Why was Europe now divided?
Useful, interesting, challenging, books, sources and websites will provide materials to supplement and
complement the History presented in the video program. The data collected here should be used in the
notemaking below. Some useful Internet sites:
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Victory in the Pacific: The Imperial Navy no longer had enough fuel reserves to go to sea and many ships had
been relegated to the role of portside antiaircraft platforms. Moreover, the Soviet Union had refused to renew
its neutrality pact with Japan. These circumstances strongly pointed toward defeat and destruction. Secret
assessments that Japan would not survive another year of war circulated in the highest Japanese government
circles and it was clearly realized that the Home Islands would likely be invaded before the end of Overall,
however, the humiliation of de facto surrender and the possible abdication of the emperor and the abolition of
imperial reign still appeared impossible to accept. Paradoxically, the Japanese Imperial Headquarters
formulated
a
guardedly
positive
assessment
of
the
immediate
strategic
picture:
Alliedâ€”specificallyâ€”American war fatigue would preclude protracted blockade and aerial bombardment
and had the potential to lead to a negotiated settlement. If Allied forces did, in fact, invade the Home Islands
and the initial assault could be repulsed or made too costly for Western governments to bear, Japan would still
be able to retain its honor. Ketsu-Go focused on these, with special emphasis on the Tokyoâ€”Kanto Plain area
and on the southern island of Kyushu, where the initial landings were expected. Allied Invasion Planning
Allied war aims in regard to Japan, which were reiterated at numerious strategic planning conferences, had
one goal: Clarity about the debate within the Japanese leadership continued to elude the West despite excellent
intelligence derived from intercepts of encoded Japanese diplomatic and military message traffic Magic and
Ultra. Thus, the worst-case scenarioâ€”that of an unyielding foe who would fight to the deathâ€”had to be
assumed and the invasion of the Home Islands planned. This view was reinforced by the extremely fierce
fighting and correspondingly heavy losses experienced during the Battle of Okinawa and concurrent mass
kamikaze attacks on Allied shipping. In preparation for the invasion of Japan, the U. Navy drew on some
aspects of the pre-war War Plan Orange, which envisioned a steady Pacific advance leading to blockade and
bombardment of the Home Islands. In contrast, the Army developed plans for an actual invasion. Into early ,
inter-service disagreements over the varying approaches slowed integration of the Navy and Army concepts
into a unified planning effort. On 25 May, just over two weeks after the surrender of Germany, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff issued the general invasion order, leaving details to Army and Navy theater commanders. The
dual-phase Operation Downfall was to encompass an amphibious assault on the southwestern Home Island of
Kyushu Operation Olympic, November , eventually followed by landings directly in the Tokyoâ€”Kanto Plain
area on Honshu Operation Coronet, spring Moreover, Downfall would require redeployment of forces
previously engaged in the European Theater. However, coupled with varying estimates of the largeâ€”even
disastrousâ€”numbers of expected Allied military and Japanese military and civilian casualties, indications of
war weariness among the Allies made the defeat of Japan imperative within a twelve-month time frame. A
Brief Chronology The primary subsequent events, which ultimately led to the Japanese surrender on 14
August, unfolded as follows: With the atomic bomb program nearly concluded, President Harry S. Target lists
have been drawn up since April. Okinawa is declared secure; total Allied personnel killed in action exceed 60,;
estimates of Japanese military and civilian deaths range from , to , The high civilian casualty rate is the result
of totality of the Japanese mobilization effort, coercion of the civilian populace, and effective propaganda.
Specific terms include the loss of all Japanese territories outside the Home Islands, complete disarmament,
and Allied occupation of Japan. Truman is informed of the successful atomic bomb test on 16 July, during the
conference. Terms of Potsdam Declaration are rejected by Japan; Truman already approved the schedule to
employ atomic bombs on 25 July. An estimated 90, to , Japanese are killed. An estimated , to , Japanese are
killed. Emperor Hirohito calls an imperial conference of all high-level advisers, an indication that he will
accept the Allied terms, albeit with the proviso that the imperial house be preserved a point left open in the
Potsdam Declaration. Horohito makes the decision to surrender. Despite an attempted last-minute coup by
extreme militarists, the message is broadcast. Japan agrees to surrender unconditionally. Print References
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On August 9, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan. The Japanese government on August 10 communicated
its intention to surrender under the terms of the Potsdam Declaration. The news of the Japanese offer,
however, was enough to begin early celebrations around the world. Allied soldiers in London danced in a
conga line on Regent Street. Germans stated that the Japanese were wise enough toâ€”unlike
themselvesâ€”give up in a hopeless situation, but were grateful that the atomic bomb was not ready in time to
be used against them. Moscow newspapers briefly reported on the atomic bombings with no commentary of
any kind. In Manila , residents sang " God Bless America ". On Okinawa , six men were killed and dozens
were wounded as American soldiers "took every weapon within reach and started firing into the sky" to
celebrate; ships sounded general quarters and fired anti-aircraft guns as their crews believed that a kamikaze
attack was occurring. On Tinian island, B crews preparing for their next mission over Japan were told that it
was cancelled, but that they could not celebrate because it might be rescheduled. Earlier the same day, the
Japanese government had broadcast an announcement over Radio Tokyo that "acceptance of the Potsdam
Proclamation [would be] coming soon", and had advised the Allies of the surrender by sending a cable to U. In
Australia , the name V-P Day was used from the outset. None of these acts resulted in serious criminal
charges, and no civilian or military official was sanctioned, leading the Chronicle to conclude that "the city
simply tried to pretend the riots never happened". It was shot on August 14, , shortly after the announcement
by President Truman occurred and people began to gather in celebration. Alfred Eisenstaedt went to Times
Square to take candid photographs and spotted a sailor who "grabbed something in white. And I stood there,
and they kissed. And I snapped four times. Another famous photograph is that of the Dancing Man in
Elizabeth Street, Sydney , captured by a press photographer and a Movietone newsreel. The film and stills
from it have taken on iconic status in Australian history and culture as a symbol of victory in the war.
Japanese reaction[ edit ] Japanese commanders listen to the terms of surrender aboard an Australian warship.
On August 15 and 16, some Japanese soldiers, devastated by the surrender, committed suicide. Well over
American prisoners of war were also murdered. Surrender of Japan April 1 â€” June 21, Approximately
one-fourth of the Okinawan civilian population died, often in mass suicides organized by the Imperial
Japanese Army. The Potsdam Declaration is issued. Truman tells Japan, "Surrender or suffer prompt and utter
destruction. Japan rejects the Potsdam Declaration. The Potsdam Conference ends. In a press release 16 hours
later, Truman warns Japan to surrender or "expect a rain of ruin from the air, the like of which has never been
seen on this earth. Allied governments announce the surrender of Japan, and the Emperor informs his people
of the fact in an unprecedented radio broadcast. Scheduled commencement of Operation Olympic , the
planned Allied invasion of Kyushu. Scheduled commencement of Operation Coronet , the planned Allied
invasion of Honshu. The Treaty of San Francisco goes into effect, formally ending the state of war between
Japan and most of the Allied countries. Some Japanese soldiers continued to fight on isolated Pacific islands
until at least the s, with the last known Japanese soldier surrendering in September 3 is recognized as V-J Day
in mainland China. Hong Kong celebrated the "Liberation Day" Chinese: After the transfer of sovereignty in ,
the celebration was moved to the third Monday in August and renamed "Sino-Japanese War Victory Day", the
Chinese name of which is literally "Victory of War of Resistance against Japan Day" as in the rest of China,
but this day was removed from the list of public holidays in The Hague , Netherlands. The Netherlands has
one national and several regional or local remembrance services on or around August The national service is
at the "Indisch monument" Dutch for "Indies Monument" in The Hague, where the victims of the Japanese
occupation of the Dutch East Indies are remembered, usually in the presence of the head of state and the
government. In total, there are about 20 services, also in the Indies remembrance center in Bronbeek in
Arnhem. The Japanese occupation meant the twilight of Dutch colonial rule over Indonesia. Indonesia
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declared itself independent on August 17, , just two days after the Japanese surrendered. The Indonesian War
of Independence lasted until , with the Netherlands recognizing Indonesian sovereignty in late December of
that year.
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December 8, - U. Japanese land near Singapore and enter Thailand. December 9, - China declares war on
Japan. December 10, - Japanese invade the Philippines and also seize Guam. December 11, - Japanese invade
Burma. December 15, - First Japanese merchant ship sunk by a U. December 16, - Japanese invade British
Borneo. December 18, - Japanese invade Hong Kong. December 22, - Japanese invade Luzon in the
Philippines. December 25, - British surrender at Hong Kong. December 26, - Manila declared an open city.
December 27, - Japanese bomb Manila. January 2, - Manila and U. Naval base at Cavite captured by the
Japanese. January 7, - Japanese attack Bataan in the Philippines. January 16, - Japanese begin an advance into
Burma. January 18, - German-Japanese-Italian military agreement signed in Berlin. January 19, - Japanese
take North Borneo. January 27, - First Japanese warship sunk by a U. The siege of Singapore then begins.
February 1, - First U. February 15, - British surrender at Singapore. February 20, - First U. February 22, President Franklin D. Roosevelt orders General MacArthur out of the Philippines. February 23, - First
Japanese attack on the U. February 26, - First U. March 8, - The Dutch on Java surrender to Japanese. March
11, - Gen. MacArthur leaves Corregidor and is flown to Australia. Jonathan Wainwright becomes the new U.
March 18, - Gen. March 18, - War Relocation Authority established in the U. Despite the internment, over 17,
Japanese-Americans sign up and fight for the U. April 3, - Japanese attack U. April 6, - First U. April 9, - U.
April 10, - Bataan Death March begins as 76, Allied POWs including 12, Americans are forced to walk 60
miles under a blazing sun without food or water toward a new POW camp, resulting in over 5, American
deaths. April 18, - Surprise U. April 29, - Japanese take central Burma. May 1, - Japanese occupy Mandalay in
Burma. May 3, - Japanese take Tulagi in the Solomon Islands. May 5, - Japanese prepare to invade Midway
and the Aleutian Islands. May 6, - Japanese take Corregidor as Gen. Wainwright unconditionally surrenders
all U. And Filipino forces in the Philippines. May , - Japan suffers its first defeat of the war during the Battle
of the Coral Sea off New Guinea - the first time in history that two opposing carrier forces fought only using
aircraft without the opposing ships ever sighting each other. May 12, - The last U. Troops holding out in the
Philippines surrender on Mindanao. May 20, - Japanese complete the capture of Burma and reach India. June ,
- Turning point in the war occurs with a decisive victory for the U. June 7, - Japanese invade the Aleutian
Islands. June 9, - Japanese postpone further plans to take Midway. July 21, - Japanese land troops near Gona
on New Guinea. August 7, - The first U. August 8, - U. Marines take the unfinished airfield on Guadalcanal
and name it Henderson Field after Maj. Lofton Henderson, a hero of Midway. Over 1, Allied crewmen are
lost. August 17, - U. Marine raiders, transported by submarine, attack Makin Atoll in the Gilbert Islands.
August 21, - U. Marines repulse first major Japanese ground attack on Guadalcanal. August 24, - U. August
29, - The Red Cross announces Japan refuses to allow safe passage of ships containing supplies for U. August
30, - U. Troops invade Adak Island in the Aleutian Islands. Newspapers in the U. September - Battle of
Bloody Ridge on Guadalcanal. September 27, - British offensive in Burma. October 13, - The first U. Army
troops, the th Infantry Regiment, land on Guadalcanal. October 18, - Vice Admiral William F. And Japanese
warships clash again off Guadalcanal resulting in the sinking of the U. November 30 - Battle of Tasafaronga
off Guadalcanal. December - Japanese air raids on Calcutta, India. December 31, - Emperor Hirohito of Japan
gives permission to his troops to withdraw from Guadalcanal after five months of bloody fighting against U.
February 1, - Japanese begin evacuation of Guadalcanal. February 8, - British-Indian forces begin guerrilla
operations against Japanese in Burma. February 9, - Japanese resistance on Guadalcanal ends. March - U.
April 18, - U. Eighteen P fighters then locate and shoot down Yamamoto. April 21, - President Roosevelt
announces the Japanese have executed several airmen from the Doolittle Raid. April 22, - Japan announces
captured Allied pilots will be given "one way tickets to hell. Troops invade Attu in the Aleutian Islands. May
31, - Japanese end their occupation of the Aleutian Islands as the U. June 1, - U. PT, commanded by Lt. The
crew survives as Kennedy aids one badly injured man by towing him to a nearby atoll. August 25, - Allies
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complete the occupation of New Georgia. Marines invade Bougainville in the Solomon Islands. November 2, Battle of Empress Augusta Bay. November 20, - U. Troops invade Makin and Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands.
November 23, - Japanese end resistance on Makin and Tarawa. December 15, - U. January 31, - U. Troops
invade Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands.
6: Pacific War - Wikipedia
The War in the Pacific begins with an examination of events leading up to World War II and compares the Japanese and
American economies and societies, as well as the chief combatants' military doctrine, training, war plans, and
equipment.

7: Victory in the Pacific
World War II was the greatest conflict of the 20th century, lasting seven years and encompassing six continents, World
War II Chronicles brings the war to life, introducing readers to key battles, villains, and heroes.

8: Victory over Japan Day - Wikipedia
World War II Chronicles and Pacific theaters of war were as brutal as ever. Germany was implod- All were instrumental
in achieving victory in World War II.

9: World War II Chronicles by Radio America on Apple Podcasts
Commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Second World War with "World War II Chronicles." Hosted by famed
newsreel narrator and "The Voice of World War II" Ed Herlihy, "World War II.
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