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She was descended from Dutch , African and English ancestors. Tom briefly served in the Continental Army
during the American Revolutionary War , which may have been how he gained his freedom during the 18th
century. Alexander returned to Connecticut, leaving Alfred in Haiti with his mother. She worked to support
her family receiving some assistance from her brother and neighbors , until she suffered a stroke in the early s.
She died in He attended the local integrated public school and played with white schoolmates. As an adult, he
wrote about racism which he felt as a fatherless child and the experience of being a minority in the town. But
teachers recognized his ability and encouraged his intellectual pursuits, and his rewarding experience with
academic studies led him to believe that he could use his knowledge to empower African Americans. When
Du Bois decided to attend college, the congregation of his childhood church, the First Congregational Church
of Great Barrington , raised the money for his tuition. How does it feel to be a problem? One ever feels his
two-ness,â€”an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in
one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder He would not Africanize
America, for America has too much to teach the world and Africa. He would not bleach his Negro soul in a
flood of white Americanism, for he knows that Negro blood has a message for the world. He simply wishes to
make it possible for a man to be both a Negro and an American, without being cursed and spit upon by his
fellows, without having the doors of Opportunity closed roughly in his face. It was the first case study of a
black community in the United States. The results led Du Bois to realize that racial integration was the key to
democratic equality in American cities. The work was a breakthrough in scholarship because it was the first
scientific study of African Americans and a major contribution to early scientific sociology in the U. This was
just before the Paris Exhibition of "to allow tourists of African descent to attend both events". At the
conclusion of the conference, delegates unanimously adopted the "Address to the Nations of the World", and
sent it to various heads of state where people of African descent were living and suffering oppression.
Washington and the Atlanta Compromise W. Du Bois in In the first decade of the new century, Du Bois
emerged as a spokesperson for his race, second only to Booker T. Essentially the agreement provided that
Southern blacks, who overwhelmingly lived in rural communities, would submit to the current discrimination,
segregation, disenfranchisement , and non-unionized employment; that Southern whites would permit blacks
to receive a basic education, some economic opportunities, and justice within the legal system; and that
Northern whites would invest in Southern enterprises and fund black educational charities. Washington felt
that African-American schools should focus primarily on industrial education topics such as agricultural and
mechanical skills, to prepare southern blacks for the opportunities in the rural areas where most lived. Franklin
Frazier and economists Gunnar Myrdal and Thomas Sowell have argued, such disagreement over education
was a minor point of difference between Washington and Du Bois; both men acknowledged the importance of
the form of education that the other emphasized. Du Bois is in the middle row, with white hat. A Journal of the
Color Line , which debuted in Murray and Lafayette M. The one counsels patient submission to our present
humiliations and degradations; The other class believe that it should not submit to being humiliated, degraded,
and remanded to an inferior place This was a unique identity which, according to Du Bois, had been a
handicap in the past, but could be a strength in the future: Kahn in Divine Discontent: On page 12 Kahn
writes: By this I mean that, like Du Bois the American traditional pragmatic religious naturalism, which runs
through William James, George Santayana and John Dewey , seeks religion without metaphysical foundations.
First, President Teddy Roosevelt dishonorably discharged black soldiers because they were accused of crimes
as a result of the Brownsville Affair. Many of the discharged soldiers had served for 20 years and were near
retirement. This was a catalyst for racial tensions based on a job shortage and employers playing black
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workers against white workers. Despite upholding their end of the bargain, blacks had failed to receive legal
justice in the South. In , after five years of effort, he published a biography of abolitionist John Brown. It
contained many insights, but also contained some factual errors. But he did continue to publish columns
regularly in The Horizon magazine. Be worthy and fit and the ways are open. Today the avenues of
advancement in the army, navy, and civil service, and even in business and professional life, are continually
closed to black applicants of proven fitness, simply on the bald excuse of race and color. To the contrary, Du
Bois asserted that the brief period of African-American leadership in the South accomplished three important
goals: Franklin Jameson , refused, and published the paper without the capitalization. Du Bois, employing the
sarcasm he frequently used, commented on a lynching in Pennsylvania: Blackness must be punished.
Blackness is the crime of crimes It is therefore necessary, as every white scoundrel in the nation knows, to let
slip no opportunity of punishing this crime of crimes. Failing this, mere murder, arson, barn burning or
impudence may do. Du Bois wrote " [anti-miscegenation] laws leave the colored girls absolutely helpless for
the lust of white men. It reduces colored women in the eyes of the law to the position of dogs. As low as the
white girl falls, she can compel her seducer to marry her Du Bois and his supporters prevailed, and he
continued in his role as editor. He also anticipated later Communist doctrine, by suggesting that wealthy
capitalists had pacified white workers by giving them just enough wealth to prevent them from revolting, and
by threatening them with competition by the lower-cost labor of colored workers. Many federal agencies
adopted whites-only employment practices, the Army excluded blacks from officer ranks, and the immigration
service prohibited the immigration of persons of African ancestry. In , it published an article with a
year-by-year tabulation of 2, lynchings from to Du Bois wrote an editorial supporting the Great Migration,
because he felt it would help blacks escape Southern racism, find economic opportunities, and assimilate into
American society. Du Bois opposed this view as an unscientific aberration, but still maintained the basic
principle of eugenics: After the East St. Louis riots occurred in the summer of , Du Bois traveled to St. Louis
to report on the riots. Between 40 and African Americans were massacred by whites, primarily due to
resentment caused by St. Louis industry hiring blacks to replace striking white workers. Louis", published in
the September issue of The Crisis, which contained photographs and interviews detailing the violence. The
riot began after Houston police arrested and beat two black soldiers; in response, over black soldiers took to
the streets of Houston and killed 16 whites. A military court martial was held, and 19 of the soldiers were
hung, and 67 others were imprisoned. This family is evacuating their house after it was vandalized in the
Chicago race riot. After returning from Europe, Du Bois was more determined than ever to gain equal rights
for African Americans. This labor strife was one of the causes of the Red Summer of , a horrific series of race
riots across America, in which over African Americans were killed in over 30 cities. Infuriated with the
distortions, Du Bois published a letter in the New York World , claiming that the only crime the black
sharecroppers had committed was daring to challenge their white landlords by hiring an attorney to investigate
contractual irregularities. Voices From Within the Veil , the first of three autobiographies he would write.
Initially published in , it was aimed at black children, who Du Bois called "the children of the sun".
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He received a Ph. Although Du Bois took an advanced degree in history, he was broadly trained in the social
sciences; and, at a time when sociologists were theorizing about race relations, he was conducting empirical
inquiries into the condition of blacks. For more than a decade he devoted himself to sociological investigations
of blacks in America, producing 16 research monographs published between and at Atlanta University in
Georgia , where he was a professor, as well as The Philadelphia Negro: A Social Study , the first case study of
a black community in the United States. Library of Congress, Washington, D. Although Du Bois had
originally believed that social science could provide the knowledge to solve the race problem, he gradually
came to the conclusion that in a climate of virulent racism , expressed in such evils as lynching , peonage ,
disfranchisement, Jim Crow segregation laws , and race riots, social change could be accomplished only
through agitation and protest. In this view, he clashed with the most influential black leader of the period,
Booker T. Washington , who, preaching a philosophy of accommodation, urged blacks to accept
discrimination for the time being and elevate themselves through hard work and economic gain, thus winning
the respect of whites. This attack crystallized the opposition to Booker T. Two years later, in , Du Bois took
the lead in founding the Niagara Movement , which was dedicated chiefly to attacking the platform of Booker
T. But it was significant as an ideological forerunner and direct inspiration for the interracial NAACP ,
founded in In this role he wielded an unequaled influence among middle-class blacks and progressive whites
as the propagandist for the black protest from until Both in the Niagara Movement and in the NAACP, Du
Bois acted mainly as an integrationist, but his thinking always exhibited, to varying degrees,
separatist-nationalist tendencies. One ever feels his twonessâ€”an American, a Negro ; two souls, two
thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps
it from being torn asunder. Du Bois was a leader of the first Pan-African Conference in London in and the
architect of four Pan-African Congresses held between and Second, he articulated a cultural nationalism. This
doctrine became especially important during the economic catastrophe of the s and precipitated an ideological
struggle within the NAACP. He resigned from the editorship of The Crisis and the NAACP in , yielding his
influence as a race leader and charging that the organization was dedicated to the interests of the black
bourgeoisie and ignored the problems of the masses. At the turn of the century, he had been an advocate of
black capitalism and black support of black business, but by about he had been drawn toward socialist
doctrines. Although he joined the Socialist Party only briefly in , he remained sympathetic with Marxist ideas
throughout the rest of his life. He also produced two major books during this period. An Essay Toward a
History of the Part Which Black Folk Played in the Attempt to Reconstruct Democracy in America, â€” was
an important Marxist interpretation of Reconstruction the period following the American Civil War during
which the seceded Southern states were reorganized according to the wishes of Congress , and, more
significantly, it provided the first synthesis of existing knowledge of the role of blacks in that critical period of
American history. In this brilliant book, Du Bois explained his role in both the African and the African
American struggles for freedom, viewing his career as an ideological case study illuminating the complexity
of the black-white conflict. This brief connection ended in a second bitter quarrel, and thereafter Du Bois
moved steadily leftward politically. Identified with pro-Russian causes, he was indicted in as an unregistered
agent for a foreign power. Although a federal judge directed his acquittal, Du Bois had become completely
disillusioned with the United States. In he applied to , and was accepted as a member of, the Communist Party.
That same year he left the United States for Ghana , where he began work on the Encyclopedia Africana in
earnest, though it would never be completed, and where he later became a citizen. Du Bois also wrote several
novels, including the trilogy The Black Flame â€” The Autobiography of W. Du Bois was published in the
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Marx[ edit ] Marx described society as having nine "great" classes, the capitalist class and the working class,
with the middle classes falling in behind one or the other as they see fit. He hoped for the working class to rise
up against the capitalist class in an attempt to stop the exploitation of the working class. He blamed part of
their failure to organize on the capitalist class, as they separated black and white laborers. This separation,
specifically between Blacks and Whites in America, contributed to racism. Weber argued that biological traits
could not be the basis for group foundation unless they were conceived as shared characteristics. It was this
shared perception and common customs that create and distinguish one ethnicity from another. This differs
from the views of many of his contemporaries who believed that an ethnic group was formed from biological
similarities alone apart from social perception of membership in a group. Du Bois[ edit ] W. Du Bois is well
known as one of the most influential black scholars and activists of the 20th century. Du Bois educated
himself on his people, and sought academia as a way to enlighten others on the social injustices against his
people. Du Bois research "revealed the Negro group as a symptom, not a cause; as a striving, palpitating
group, and not an inert, sick body of crime; as a long historic development and not a transient occurrence". He
referred to this idea as the Talented Tenth. With gaining popularity, he also preached the belief that for blacks
to be free in some places, they must be free everywhere. After traveling to Africa and Russia, he recanted his
original philosophy of integration and acknowledged it as a long term vision. Washington[ edit ] Booker T.
Washington was considered one of the most influential black educators of the 19th and 20th centuries. Born in
as a slave in Virginia, Washington came of age as slavery was coming to an end. Just as slavery ended,
however, it was replaced by a system of sharecropping in the South that resulted in black indebtedness.
Consequently, in , he founded the Tuskegee Institute , now Tuskegee University, in order to provide
individuals with an education that would help them to find employment in the growing industrial sector. By
focusing on education for blacks, rather than political advancement, he gained financial support from whites
for his cause. Secretly, however, he pursued legal challenges against segregation and disfranchisement of
blacks. She received her PhD in sociology in from Brandeis University. Collins was the president-elect for the
American Sociological Association , where she was the th president and the first African-American woman to
be president of the organization. Collins is a social theorist whose work and research primarily focuses on
race, social class, sexuality, and gender. She has written a number of books and articles on said topics. In her
work, she writes "First, we need new visions of what oppression is, new categories of analysis that are
inclusive of race, class, and gender as distinctive yet interlocking structures of oppression". He also discusses
"color-blind racism," which is essentially when people go off the basis that we have achieved equality and
deny past and present discriminations. For example, in a phenomenon called stereotype threat , members of
racial and ethnic groups that are stereotyped as scoring poorly on tests will perform poorer on those tests if
they are reminded of this stereotype. Humans resist change because change threatens established ways of
dealing with anxiety. Racism is a response to the abstracting logic of modernity. The audit study approach
creates an artificial pool of people among whom there are no average differences by race. For instance, groups
of white and black auditors are matched on every category other than their race, and thoroughly trained to act
in identical ways. Given nearly identical resumes, they are sent to interview for the same jobs. Simple
comparisons of means can yield strong evidence regarding discrimination. This study compares job prospects
of black and white men who were recently released from jail. Its key finding is that blacks are significantly
discriminated against when applying for service jobs. Moreover, whites with a criminal record have about the
same prospect of getting an interview as blacks without one. Michael Gaddis examines the job prospects of
black and white college graduates from elite private and high quality state higher education institutions. This
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research finds that blacks who graduate from an elite school such as Harvard have about the same prospect of
getting an interview as whites who graduate from a state school such as UMass Amherst. One of the first and
most prevalent topics within American study is that of the relations between white Americans and African
Americans due to the heavy collective memory and culture borne out of and lingering from centuries of forced
slavery in plantations. Throughout the rest of American history, each new wave of immigration to the United
States has brought another set of issues as the tension between maintaining diversity and assimilating takes on
new shapes. Racism and conflict often rears up during these times. Times of social and systemic stability,
however, tend to mute whatever underlying tensions exist between different groups. United Kingdom[ edit ] In
the United Kingdom , foreign nationals were actively encouraged and sponsored to migrate in the s after the
dissolution of the Empire and the social devastation of the Second World War. The Commonwealth
Immigrants Act changed the law so that only certain British Commonwealth members were able to migrate.
The Race Relations Act extended certain anti-discrimination policies with respect to employment, housing,
commercial and other services. This was extended again with the Race Relations Act
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