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1: Camillus House - The Causes of Homelessness
the country report that top causes of homelessness among families were: (1) lack of affordable housing, (2)
unemployment, (3) poverty, and (4) low wages, in that order. 42 The same report found that the top four causes of
homelessness among unaccompanied individuals were (1) lack of.

Social Movements Causes and Effects of Poverty Any discussion of social class and mobility would be
incomplete without a discussion of poverty, which is defined as the lack of the minimum food and shelter
necessary for maintaining life. More specifically, this condition is known as absolute poverty. Today it is
estimated that more than 35 million Americansâ€”approximately 14 percent of the populationâ€”live in
poverty. Of course, like all other social science statistics, these are not without controversy. This is why many
sociologists prefer a relative, rather than an absolute, definition of poverty. By this standard, around 20 percent
of Americans live in poverty, and this has been the case for at least the past 40 years. Of these 20 percent, 60
percent are from the working class poor. Causes of poverty Poverty is an exceptionally complicated social
phenomenon, and trying to discover its causes is equally complicated. The stereotypic and simplistic
explanation persistsâ€”that the poor cause their own povertyâ€”based on the notion that anything is possible in
America. Still other theorists have characterized the poor as fatalists, resigning themselves to a culture of
poverty in which nothing can be done to change their economic outcomes. In this culture of povertyâ€”which
passes from generation to generationâ€”the poor feel negative, inferior, passive, hopeless, and powerless. Not
only are most poor people able and willing to work hard, they do so when given the chance. More recently,
sociologists have focused on other theories of poverty. One theory of poverty has to do with the flight of the
middle class, including employers, from the cities and into the suburbs. As a result of this view, the welfare
system has come under increasing attack in recent years. Again, no simple explanations for or solutions to the
problem of poverty exist. Although varying theories abound, sociologists will continue to pay attention to this
issue in the years to come. The effects of poverty The effects of poverty are serious. Children who grow up in
poverty suffer more persistent, frequent, and severe health problems than do children who grow up under
better financial circumstances. Many infants born into poverty have a low birth weight, which is associated
with many preventable mental and physical disabilities. Not only are these poor infants more likely to be
irritable or sickly, they are also more likely to die before their first birthday. Children raised in poverty tend to
miss school more often because of illness. These children also have a much higher rate of accidents than do
other children, and they are twice as likely to have impaired vision and hearing, iron deficiency anemia, and
higher than normal levels of lead in the blood, which can impair brain function. Levels of stress in the family
have also been shown to correlate with economic circumstances. Studies during economic recessions indicate
that job loss and subsequent poverty are associated with violence in families, including child and elder abuse.
Parents who experience hard economic times may become excessively punitive and erratic, issuing demands
backed by insults, threats, and corporal punishment. Homelessness, or extreme poverty, carries with it a
particularly strong set of risks for families, especially children. Compared to children living in poverty but
having homes, homeless children are less likely to receive proper nutrition and immunization. Hence, they
experience more health problems. Homeless families experience even greater life stress than other families,
including increased disruption in work, school, family relationships, and friendships. Many of the industries
textiles, auto, steel that previously offered employment to the black working class have shut down, while
newer industries have relocated to the suburbs. Children of poverty are at an extreme disadvantage in the job
market; in turn, the lack of good jobs ensures continued poverty. The cycle ends up repeating itself until the
pattern is somehow broken. Feminist perspective on poverty Finally, recent decades have witnessed the
feminization of poverty, or the significant increase in the numbers of single women in poverty alone, primarily
as single mothers. In the last three decades the proportion of poor families headed by women has grown to
more than 50 percent. This feminization of poverty may be related to numerous changes in contemporary
America. Increases in unwanted births, separations, and divorces have forced growing numbers of women to
head poor households. Further, because wives generally live longer than their husbands, growing numbers of
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elderly women must live in poverty.
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2: Causes Of Homelessness | The Homeless Hub
Since homelessness is largely about poverty, therefore, we can attribute some of its structural causes to this late
twentieth century, capitalist economic predicament. But what are the specific economic reasons for the rise in
homelessness within the framework of these general contemporary conditions of poverty?

Raising Awareness and Providing Support Having food to eat and a place to sleep are simple things that most
of us take for granted. Yet in the US, over half a million individuals experience homelessness on a given
nightâ€”the equivalent of nearly 17 out of every 10, people in the general population. Though various
government programs and the work of nonprofit organizations have helped decrease national homelessness
during the past decade, some states have seen an increase. While poverty and homelessness affect individuals
of all ages and ethnicities, students are especially impacted. More than a third of university students struggle
to avoid hunger and lack stable housing. From elementary school to college, students are expected to meet
academic standards that are designed to prepare them for successful futures and careers. But for those
struggling with homelessness and poverty, focusing on homework and studying is extremely difficult. This
guide includes links to resources and support for students who may be experiencing food insecurity, living in
poverty, or lacking stable housing. Where is Help Available? If you know someone who needs a place to live
or resources to prevent becoming homeless, visit the following websites: Search food pantries by state, and
locate government-subsidized groceries. Access tools to find local food banks. What homelessness and
poverty look like in America? Characteristics of homelessness vary significantly from rural to urban
populations. In other words, the definition of homelessness should not be restricted to living in a shelter or on
the streets. Additionally, certain populationsâ€”such as veterans and the LGBTQ communityâ€”have a higher
risk of homelessness and poverty than other groups. How many students are homeless or living in poverty?
Estimates suggest millions of Americans are affected by poverty and homelessness every year. Unfortunately,
research shows that approximately 50 percent of the homeless population are children under the age of five.
These children are too young to be in school and are not included in most estimates, suggesting homelessness
and poverty are issues that may be larger and more worrisome than reported. The survey reveals high rates of
food and housing insecurity among college students. The Guardian â€” This article describes how homeless
college students fight to escape poverty through education. The New York Times â€” This article cites
statistics of homeless college students in the US and discusses the reasons why the issue is so widespread.
Young and Homeless in America â€” Access this article that discusses the risk factors of becoming a homeless
student in America. The Seattle Times â€” Read about the pervasiveness of student homelessness in the state
of Washington. The Chronicle of Higher Education This article details the experience of homeless college
students and explores policy measures being advocated by lawmakers to make it easier for homeless students
to qualify as independents. National Center for Homeless Education â€” Learn about the potential warning
signs of homelessness, which can include: What are the causes and consequences of being homeless or living
in poverty? A common assumption is that homeless individuals become mentally ill because of their living
situation. In reality, the truth is much more complex. World Health Organization - Learn about mental health
conditions, poverty, and development among vulnerable populations across the world. Anxiety and
Depression Association of America - This is a journal article citing studies of mental and substance abuse
disorders, causes of high morbidity and mortality rates, and the social impact of homelessness. American
Journal of Public Health - This article discusses a study of nearly 5, parents with children born between and in
20 large US cities. The study shows the effects of homelessness on children include poorer physical and
mental health. Physical and Mental Health Among Homeless and Low-Income Students The physical and
mental health of millions of people across the US are negatively affected by a lack of food or a place to sleep.
Studies have investigated the connection between homelessness and poverty, and mental and physical health.
The following links include the latest research findings. Physical Health American Psychological Association
APA - According to the APA, poor physical health is associated with poverty in general, but seems to be more
pronounced among those who are without a home. Los Angeles Times - This article explores the links
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between mental and physical health, and homelessness. The Atlantic - This article examines the medical
conditions that lead to, and compound, homelessness, and vice versa. American Academy of Pediatrics - This
is an article that examines child poverty in America, including an overview of the problem, tax policies and
direct financial aid opportunities, access to health care, early childhood education, and recommendations to
reduce and eliminate child poverty. Journal of Poverty, Investment and Development - This paper takes a look
at the impacts of poverty on child health and development, and examines strategies to improve the well being
of children living in poverty. Mental Health National Coalition for the Homeless - Read about the relationship
between mental illness and homelessness, as well as policy issues that impact both. The Guardian - This
article explores the link between mental illness and poverty. Topics include mental health, substance abuse,
protective and risk factors, access to behavioral health services, and more. Students in Mental Health Research
- Access this article providing facts and figures about mental illness and homelessness in the US. Helping
Alleviate Poverty and Homelessness Students who are experiencing homelessness may not be able to attend
school regularly. They may change schools often, and need special attention to adjust to a new academic
setting. Teachers may employ various strategies and behaviors to help students who are experiencing
homelessness or living in poverty. These methods may include: Parental support is essential to student
success. Teachers may reach out to parents by inviting them to school conferences and giving extra time and
attention to their questions and concerns. Administering a brief educational assessment. Simple tasks like
cleaning the whiteboard or passing out worksheets can help a new student feel connected to their new
classroom. Providing a structured and consistent daily routine. Experiencing homelessness or living in poverty
can mean moving from one shelter to another. Having a classroom that offers consistent behavioral
expectations and routines can provide a sense of security. Students who have not had a stable learning
experience may have low self-esteem and lack optimism regarding school. Teachers can make an effort to
offer extra praise and reassurance to these students. Referring the child to the school counselor or outside
community agency. Students may have emotional needs that require the attention of a professional counselor
or therapist. Other tips for teachers to help students: Avoid assigning homework that requires access to
technology, such as a TV or computer. Instead, make sure these assignments can be completed in class. Offer
extra assistance with attending school activities, completing projects, or participating in field trips. Allow the
student to bring personal possessions to class; they may be the only possessions the student has. Be sensitive
to tardinessâ€”homeless students may not have an alarm clock or reliable transportation. Encourage students
to find a positive outlet for anger such as drawing, writing, or music. Many homeless or low-income students
are ashamed of their living conditions and choose to hide the truth from classmates. As a result, these students
may be uncomfortable sharing their struggles and it may be hard for othersâ€”including teachers, health
professionals and friendsâ€”to recognize the signs of homelessness or poverty. However, concerned
classmates can help welcome and support their peers by: Recognizing the signs of homelessness and poverty.
All students should be aware of the harsh reality of homelessness and poverty in the US and do their part to
provide support and encouragement. For example, students can organize events to collect goods for local food
banks and homeless shelters. According to an article by the National Center for Biotechnology Information
NCBI , IPS models involve peers who share personal experiences with their clients and are viewed as distinct
from professionals. IPS is fostered and developed by professional organizations, and can take the form of
mutual support or mentorship support. Students who have previously experienced homelessness or poverty
can join organizations to mentor or support struggling students. Volunteering at food banks, homeless shelters,
or soup kitchens. By sacrificing time to help fellow classmates, students can demonstrate unconditional
support, and an unwavering commitment to reducing and eliminating hunger and homelessness. Below are a
few resources: Council for Exceptional Children - This is a resource for teachers that includes information
regarding laws about special education for homeless students, what teachers should know about homeless
students with exceptionalities, and considerations for offering an Individualized Education Program IEP.
Upward Bound - This is a program that provides support to college-bound students through tutoring, cultural
enrichment, mentoring, work-study programs, and education or counseling services. The program has been
specially designed for students in the following categories: SNAP is managed by the Food and Nutrition
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Service, which works with state agencies, nutrition educators, and faith-based and neighborhood organizations
to ensure those eligible for nutrition assistance can make informed decisions about applying for the program
and can access benefits.

Page 5

WHAT CAUSES POVERTY AND HOMELESSNESS? pdf
3: Causes and Effects of Poverty
Homelessness and poverty are inextricably linked. People who are poor are frequently unable to pay for necessities
such as housing, food, childcare, health care, and education. Being poor can mean a person is one illness, one
accident, or one paycheck away from living on the streets.

Poverty What is poverty? It has been established that poverty and homelessness are strongly correlated ; in
fact, loss of income acts as a major factor associated with homelessness. Public opinions and government
policy regarding the nature and causes of poverty tend to oscillate between two positions. On one hand,
poverty is often seen as a shortcoming of individuals who will not or cannot do what is required to maintain a
reasonable life. In this view, poverty is often a moral failing. Measures to provide extra supports to poor
people are believed to encourage a lack of initiative and make the problem worse. The opposing view is that
poverty arises mainly from systematic inequities in the economy and society, and is largely the result of
factors lack of work, low wages, or discrimination beyond the control of individuals. It is generally understood
thesefactors impact some populations more than others. Canada without Poverty provides a helpful snapshot
on the current state of poverty and homelessness in Canada: Low-income families are not only more
vulnerable to poor health than those earning a living wage, they also use more healthcare resources because
illness can make it harder to get out of poverty. Poverty can lead to sickness because of inadequate housing,
poor nutrition, and less access to preventative health care. For example, poverty costs B. In Toronto, one study
found that there were approximately 5, people who were homeless in Roughly half of those experiencing
homelessness were on wait lists for affordable housing during the same period. This can be explained by the
fact that people living with disabilities, both mental and physical, are twice as likely to live below the poverty
line. Women parenting on their own enter shelters at twice the rate of two-parent families. One notable factor
these statistics show is that poverty occurs on a wide scale across race, gender, ability and citizenship status.
Two factors account for increasing poverty in Canada: People experiencing poverty are frequently unable to
pay for housing, food, childcare, health careand education. Difficult choices must be made when limited
resources cover only some of these necessities. And often, it is housing - which absorbs a high proportion of
income - that must be sacrificed. The minimum wage is set by the provinces and territories based on economic
conditions, cost of living along with many other factors. However, Canadians living on minimum wage are
struggling to afford the basic necessities of life. Essentially, increased costs of living such as rent, gas prices,
utilities and others have dramatically outpaced increases in wages. On the other hand, a living wage would
provide an income that considers the actual costs of living in a specific community. This would ensure
families could afford the basics such as food, clothing, housing payments, childcare and transportation. But for
some, this still may not be enough. The increase in advocacy for a living wage is not only happening in
Canada , but in the U. The demand for a living wage simply highlights the fact that a minimum wage fails to
approximate the basic expenses of individuals and families, pushing them into a state of poverty and financial
insecurity. A living wage is calculated based on a family of four with both parents working full-time for One
critique of the living wage is that companies will hire fewer employees as a result of increased labour costs.
However, studies show that businesses usually absorb cost increases related to living wage policies through a
combination of price and productivity increases, reduced turnover and redistribution of staff. Some worry that
a living wage will hurt local business owners. However, as small businesses gain their revenue from their
community, an increase in wages indicates more purchasing power, putting wages earned back into the
community. Others argue that if wages go up, prices go up. However, there is no correlation between the two,
as costs rise all the time without workers receiving a pay increase. Employment Despite the multiple benefits
of a living wage, especially to those already earning a minimum wage, these benefits would not be accessible
to those who face difficulty in gaining employment all together. This study also found that along with an
overall reluctance to hire individuals who have or are experiencing homelessness, stereotypes surrounding
homelessness cast considerable doubts on the ability for individuals experiencing homelessness to obtain or
maintain employment. It is also important to note that individuals experiencing homelessness are not a
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homogenous group, and that those experiencing homelessness that also face hiring discrimination based on
race, citizenship status, disability, sexual orientation and gender. What can be done? The barriers listedabove
clearly shows addressing and preventing homelessness through the eradication of poverty cannot be done by
isolated interventions.
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4: Hunger and Homelessness | Move For Hunger
Causes of Homelessness Bentley Martin BSHS/ July 16, Joey Schumacher Causes of Homelessness There are many
factors that lead to poverty and homelessness. People often jump to conclusions and form stereotypes to look down
upon those who are poor.

Make A Difference About Hunger North America is often regarded as the land of plenty, and yet Hunger is
still an issue that affects millions of Americans every year. Hunger Facts 1 in 8 Americans live on incomes
that put them at risk for hunger. More than 13 million American children rely on food banks for assistance.
Food insecurity exists in every single county and congressional district in the United States. A report from the
U. More than 21 million low-income children qualify for free or reduced-cost school lunches. Most people
tend to associate food drives with the holiday season. Food Banks, however, face their greatest need during the
summer months, when classes end and children are no longer receiving free or reduced-cost meals at school.
Causes Income Inequality - Hunger in the United States is often caused by income inequality and poverty. A
large majority of the clients at food banks have at least one employed person in the household. As a result,
families are forced to rely on food banks to make up the gap. Food Deserts - Food Deserts are areas or
neighborhoods where residents do not have access to a grocery store that provides the wholesome and
nutritious foods that are necessary for a healthy diet. These districts lack an assortment of whole foods, fruits,
and vegetables. Instead, processed, sugar, and fat-laden options are often the only items available. Want to
change these statistics? Then Get Involved in our fight against hunger! Homelessness Facts Chronic
homelessness is the term given to individuals that experience long-term or repeated bouts of homelessness.
Nearly 48, or 8. Causes The lack of affordable housing is one of the biggest factors behind contributing to
homelessness. According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, a family with a full-time worker
making minimum wage could not afford Fair Market rent for a two bedroom apartment anywhere in the U.
Poverty is the other major factor that contributes to the homelessness epidemic. A lack of employment
opportunities, combined with a decline in public assistance leaves low-income families just an illness or
accident away from being put out on the streets.
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5: Poverty | The Homeless Hub
The three most cited reasons for family homelessness are: 1) Lack of affordable housing, 2) unemployment, and 3)
poverty. million children will experience homelessness this year in America.

Women Causes Of Homelessness People who are homeless are not a distinct and separate population. In fact
the line between being homeless and not being homeless is quite fluid. In general, the pathways into and out of
homelessness are neither linear nor uniform. Individuals and families who wind up homeless may not share
much in common with each other, aside from the fact that they are extremely vulnerable, and lack adequate
housing and income and the necessary supports to ensure they stay housed. The causes of homelessness reflect
an intricate interplay between structural factors, systems failures and individual circumstances. Homelessness
is usually the result of the cumulative impact of a number of factors, rather than a single cause. Structural
factors are economic and societal issues that affect opportunities and social environments for individuals.
Shifts in the economy both nationally and locally can create challenges for people to earn an adequate income,
pay for food and for housing. Homelessness and poverty are inextricably linked. People who are poor are
frequently unable to pay for necessities such as housing, food, childcare, health care, and education. Being
poor can mean a person is one illness, one accident, or one paycheck away from living on the streets. A critical
shortage of housing that is affordable, safe and stable directly contributes to homelessness. Arguably, the most
impactful factor is the lack of affordable housing nationwide however; discrimination can impede access to
employment, housing, justice and helpful services. Racial and sexual minorities are at greater risk of such
discrimination. Systems failures occur when other systems of care and support fail, requiring vulnerable
people to turn to the homelessness sector, when other mainstream services could have prevented this need.
Examples of systems failures include difficult transitions from child welfare, inadequate discharge planning
for people leaving hospitals, corrections and mental health and addictions facilities and a lack of support for
immigrants and refugees. Individual and relational factors apply to the personal circumstances of a homeless
person, and may include: Relational problems can include family violence and abuse, addictions, and mental
health problems of other family members and extreme poverty. There is an undeniable connection between
domestic violence and homelessness. Family violence, estimated to affect 2 million Canadians, Statistics
Canada, can force individuals and families to leave home suddenly, without proper supports in place. This is
particularly an issue for youth and women, especially those with children. Women who experience violence
and who live in poverty, are often forced to choose between abusive relationships and homelessness. Young
people, that are victims of sexual, physical or psychological abuse often become homeless. As well, seniors
that are experiencing abuse and neglect are increasingly at risk of homelessness. Canadian Homelessness
Research Network Press.
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6: Homelessness and Poverty Among Students: Raising Awareness and Providing Support
Poverty and Homelessness in the United States Poverty in America is a subject that though everybody recognizes is
existent, most do not pay attention to very often. In the poverty line for a family of four was $22, and % of Americans
were living off of less than that (Tavernise, ).

People who are poor are frequently unable to pay for housing, food, child care, health care, and education.
Difficult choices must be made when limited resources cover only some of these necessities. Often it is
housing, which absorbs a high proportion of income, that must be dropped. Being poor means being an illness,
an accident, or a paycheck away from living on the streets. US Bureau of the Census, While the number of
poor people has decreased a bit in recent years, the number of people living in extreme poverty has increased.
This statistic remains unchanged from the level. Forty percent of persons living in poverty are children; in
fact, the poverty rate of In Miami-Dade County a family needs to work hours a week at minimum wage in
order to afford a moderately priced two bedroom apartment. In there were , more affordable housing units
available, nationally, than there were low-income households who needed to rent them. By , there were 4.
Welfare caseloads have dropped sharply since the passage and implementation of welfare reform legislation.
However, declining welfare rolls simply mean that fewer people are receiving benefits â€” not that they are
employed or doing better financially. Early findings suggest that although more families are moving from
welfare to work, many of them are faring poorly due to low wages and inadequate work supports. Nearly a
third of persons living in poverty had no health insurance of any kind. Homelessness severely impacts health
and well-being. The rates of acute health problems are extremely high among people experiencing
homelessness. With the exception of obesity, strokes and cancer, people experiencing homelessness are far
more likely to suffer from every category of severe health problem. Children without a home are in fair or
poor health twice as often as other children, and have higher rates of asthma, ear infections, stomach problems,
and speech problems. They are twice as likely to experience hunger, and four times as likely to have delayed
development. These illnesses have potentially deadly consequences if not treated early. Battered women who
live in poverty are often forced to choose between abusive relationships and homelessness. Nationally,
approximately half of all women and children experiencing homelessness are fleeing domestic violence.
Conference of Mayors, Despite the disproportionate number of severely mentally ill people among the
homeless population, increases in homelessness are not attributable to the release of severely mentally ill
people from institutions. Most patients were released from mental hospitals in the s and s, yet vast increases in
homelessness did not occur until the s, when incomes and housing options for those living on the margins
began to diminish rapidly. The mental health support services most needed include case management,
housing, and treatment. While rates of alcohol and drug abuse are disproportionately high among the homeless
population, the increase in homelessness over the past two decades cannot be explained by addiction alone.
Many people who are addicted to alcohol and drugs never become homeless, but people who are poor and
addicted are clearly at increased risk of homelessness. Homeless people often face insurmountable barriers to
obtaining health care, including addictive disorder treatment services and recovery supports. The following are
among the obstacles to treatment for homeless persons: An in-depth study of 13 communities across the nation
revealed service gaps in every community in at least one stage of the treatment and recovery continuum for
homeless people. They need permanent supportive housing. Do You Need Permanent Housing? Click here or
call us at
7: Poverty causes homelessness | Bevan Foundation
HOMELESSNESS BEGINS WITH A LACK OF RESOURCES. POVERTY. Homelessness and poverty are inextricably
linked. People who are poor are frequently unable to pay for housing, food, child care, health care, and education.

8: The Cause of Homelessness | Bridge Bread
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Health and homelessness are inextricably linked. Health problems can cause a person's homelessness as well as be
exacerbated by the experience. Housing is key to addressing the health needs of people experiencing homelessness.

9: Homelessness / Poverty Statistics - Statistic Brain
What are the causes and consequences of being homeless or living in poverty? A common assumption is that homeless
individuals become mentally ill because of their living situation. In reality, the truth is much more complex.
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