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1: What Does the Bible Say About Overcoming Temptation?
Question: "Why does God allow us to go through trials and tribulations?" Answer: One of the most difficult parts of the
Christian life is the fact that becoming a disciple of Christ does not make us immune to life's trials and tribulations. Why
would a good and loving God allow us to go through.

From hote and an; whenever; also causatively inasmuch as. From peri and pipto; to fall into something that is
all around, i. Light among or upon, be surrounded with. From peirazo; a putting to proof of good , experience
of evil , solicitation, discipline or provocation ; by implication, adversity. Various, of different colors, diverse,
various. Of uncertain derivation; motley, i. Yet a little consideration will open out the teaching of Holy
Scripture very plainly. The Apostle here is following the same line of thought as that expressed in Hebrews 5:
By use or habit, more properly our senses may be exercised to the discernment of good and evil. The grace of
God given to the soul is capable of growth and enlargement, like the powers of body and mind. If either be
unemployed, weakness must supervene, and eventually decay and death. And just as the veteran who has
proved his armour well, and learned to face habitual danger as a duty, is more trustworthy than a raw recruit,
however large of limb and stout of heart, so with the Christian soldier. He must learn to "endure hardness"
2Timothy 2: Innocence is a grace indeed, and yet there is a higher stage of the same virtue, viz. Temptation is
not sin. Lead us not, i. And there is a strangely sweet joy to be snatched from the most grievous temptation in
the remembrance that "God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" 1Corinthians This section may
be subdivided as follows: Considered as an opportunity, it is a cause for joy. A favorite expression with St.
James, occurring no less than fifteen times in the compass of this short Epistle. Count it all joy, etc. Peter see
Herr, vol. Here it has its proper force, and signifies that by which the faith is tried, i. Thus the passage in ver.
Experience, however, shows that the two are compatible. The use of this word implies that the temptations of
which St. James is thinking are external see Luke But the epithet "manifold" would indicate that we should
not confine the word here to trials such as those. Matthew Henry Commentary 1: Let us take care, in times of
trial, that patience, and not passion, is set to work in us: When the work of patience is complete, it will furnish
all that is necessary for our Christian race and warfare. We should not pray so much for the removal of
affliction, as for wisdom to make a right use of it. And who does not want wisdom to guide him under trials,
both in regulating his own spirit, and in managing his affairs? Here is something in answer to every
discouraging turn of the mind, when we go to God under a sense of our own weakness and folly. If, after all,
any should say, This may be the case with some, but I fear I shall not succeed, the promise is, To any that
asketh, it shall be given. A mind that has single and prevailing regard to its spiritual and eternal interest, and
that keeps steady in its purposes for God, will grow wise by afflictions, will continue fervent in devotion, and
rise above trials and oppositions. When our faith and spirits rise and fall with second causes, there will be
unsteadiness in our words and actions. This may not always expose men to contempt in the world, but such
ways cannot please God. No condition of life is such as to hinder rejoicing in God. Those of low degree may
rejoice, if they are exalted to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom of God; and the rich may rejoice in
humbling providences, that lead to a humble and lowly disposition of mind. Worldly wealth is a withering
thing. Then, let him that is rich rejoice in the grace of God, which makes and keeps him humble; and in the
trials and exercises which teach him to seek happiness in and from God, not from perishing enjoyments.
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2: The Temptations - Wikipedia
So here are the 5 temptations I see pastors struggling with: 1. To Choose Popularity Over Courage. Oh to be popular.
While it's the dream of every elementary and high school kid, it doesn't make for a great leadership quality.

This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. February Origins[ edit ] Eddie
Kendricks and Paul Williams started singing together in church as children. By their teenage years, they
formed a doo-wop quartet in with Kell Osborne and Wiley Waller, naming themselves the Cavaliers. The
group settled in Detroit where they changed their name to the Primes under the direction of Milton Jenkins.
The Primes soon became well known around the Detroit area for their meticulous performances. Kendricks
was already seen as a "matinee idol" in the Detroit area while Williams was well received for his baritone
vocals. By , Williams was the leader of a vocal group named Otis Williams and the Siberians. The group
recorded two Northern singles including "Come On" and "Alright" However, Mooch Harrell and Richard
Street shortly departed from the group and the remaining members lost use of the Distants name. Richard
Street later formed another Distants group who recorded for the Thelma label in the early s. Clockwise from
top right: Members of the Distants were acquainted with the Primes as both groups participated in the same
talent shows and performed at the same public venues. Friendly rivals, the Primes were considered to be the
more polished and vocally stronger group of the two. The Primes disbanded in after Kell Osborne moved to
California. Kendricks agreed on the condition he bring Paul Williams with him. Otis Williams happily agreed
and Kendricks and Paul Williams moved back to Detroit to join the new group. Under that name, the group
auditioned for Motown in March Already impressed with some of the members after hearing session work,
Berry Gordy agreed to sign the group to the Motown imprint, Miracle. However, before signing, Gordy
discovered another group was using the name of Elgins. The group began tossing about ideas for a new name
on the steps of the Hitsville U. The "Elgins" name re-surfaced at Motown in , when Gordy renamed a quartet
called the Downbeats as the Elgins. Later that year, the Temptations began touring as part of the Motortown
Revue. The group would issue eight recordings between without much success. Eventually the label and the
group decided against it. In , the Temptations began working with Smokey Robinson as producer and writer.
While the song failed to chart, it did eventually become a popular live performance spot for the group and
particularly for Paul Williams in general. Some called the group "The Hitless Temptations" due to their lack of
hits. During this time, David Ruffin began following the group around as he aspired to join them. During a
local Detroit performance, Ruffin joined the group onstage and impressed the group with his vocal talent and
dancing skills. After a second altercation onstage at a Christmas performance, having struck Paul with a beer
bottle during a heated quarrel at an earlier gig in the middle of the year, Bryant was summarily fired from the
group. As a result, David Ruffin was brought in as his replacement in January Bryant continued to perform in
a number of other local groups, and died at the age of 36 in Flagler County, Florida , of liver cirrhosis on
October 26, However, producer Smokey Robinson saw potential in the "mellow yet gruff" voice of David
Ruffin, and thought that if he could write the perfect song for his lead, then the group could have a Top 10 hit.
Over 50 years and multiple chart topping songs later, it is still their signature song to this day. After the
success of "My Girl", Ruffin sang lead on the next three singles: He began pulling the group away from the
ballad -based productions espoused by Robinson, toward a harder-edged and brass -heavy soul sound
reminiscent of James Brown. Subsequently, Barrett Strong became the sole collaborator of Norman Whitfield.
From early to mid , the Temptations went from unknown hopefuls to international stars and as a result,
appeared frequently on television shows such as American Bandstand , The Ed Sullivan Show , and The
Hollywood Palace. At the same time, the group began to achieve a crossover success, catering to middle
America with a pop standards album The Temptations in a Mellow Mood , , the success of which resulted in
performances at the famous Copacabana in New York City along with dates at other similar supper clubs.
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Outside of music, the Temptations were made honorary members of Phi Beta Sigma fraternity. There was a
consensus among the rest of the group that Ruffin needed to be replaced. When Ruffin missed a June
engagement at a Cleveland supper club in order to attend a show by his new girlfriend, Barbara Gail Martin
daughter of Dean Martin , [20] the group decided that he had crossed the line. The other four Temptations
drew up legal documentation, officially firing Ruffin on June 27, Edwards and Ruffin were good friends, and
at first, Ruffin went along with the changing of the guard and encouraged Edwards. Despite the group hiring
extra security to keep Ruffin out, he continued to find ways to sneak into the venue and jump onstage when
the group performed one of the songs he had once sung lead on. Otis Williams informed the then still-new
Edwards that the group would lay him off and rehire Ruffin while in Gaithersburg, Maryland. However, when
Ruffin failed to show up on time the next night for his "return" engagement, the group kept Edwards on and
ceased to entertain the prospect of rehiring Ruffin. He sued Motown in October , seeking a release from the
label, but Motown countersued to keep the singer from leaving and the case was eventually settled out of
court. The results included two studio albums: This new style, which debuted with the Top 10 hit single "
Cloud Nine " [18] in October , was a marked departure from the David Ruffin-era ballads. Psychedelic Shack
includes the original version of " War ", later made famous by Edwin Starr. By the late s, he had developed a
serious case of alcoholism. Having never previously consumed anything stronger than milk, he began to drink
quite heavily, and it was hard to take, according to Otis Williams. Williams began traveling with oxygen
tanks, [26] and the other four Temptations made valiant efforts to raid and drain his alcohol stashes. At other
shows, and during most of the second half of , Street substituted for Williams on stage when he was too sick to
go on. He regularly picked fights with Otis Williams and Melvin Franklin, which often became violent, and in
addition, he preferred the ballad material from the earlier days and was uncomfortable with the psychedelic
soul material the group was now performing. Kendricks rekindled his friendship with Ruffin, who persuaded
him to go solo. Kendricks lobbied strongly in to have the Temptations go on "strike" - no performances, no
recordings - until Berry Gordy and the Motown staff would be willing to go over all group finances with
independent accountants. Both Kendricks and Williams then agreed that Kendricks would be leaving the
group. However, Owens only played two dates with the group before he was fired for forgetting the words to
his solo numbers due to nervousness. Owens meanwhile returned to the Vibrations and died in Los Angeles,
California on December 6, , at the age of After his doctor declared a few weeks later that he was unable to
continue performing due to medical reasons, Paul Williams quit the Temptations in May. After Williams had
recovered enough to record again, he recorded two sides in for a debut solo single. However, on August 17, ,
Williams died in Detroit at the age of 34 from a gunshot wound, his death ruled a suicide by the Wayne
County coroner. Early s[ edit ] In May , the Temptations finally found a permanent replacement for the first
tenor position in twenty-year-old Baltimore native Damon Harris. Otis Williams, Edwards, Franklin, Street,
and Harris continued recording and performing, and Norman Whitfield continued producing hits for them.
During this period, the group toured with Quiet Elegance as their back-up singers. An edited seven-minute
version was released as a single and became one of the longest hit singles in music history: The success of
"Papa" led Whitfield to create more elongated, operatic pieces, including the Top 10 hit " Masterpiece " and
several of the tracks on the resulting Masterpiece album. Tensions developed between Whitfield and the
group, who found Whitfield arrogant and difficult to work with, and the group citing his habitual tardiness, his
emphasis of the instrumental tracks at the expense of their vocals on many of his productions, and the
declining singles and albums sales as other sources of conflict, sought to change producers. Damon Harris was
fired from the group during the recording of A Song for You, as his behavior and work ethic were deemed
unprofessional, [36] and his replacement was Washington, D. None of these recordings were as commercially
successful as A Song for You however, and none of their associated singles entered the Billboard charts. Their
two releases on Atlantic â€” Hear to Tempt You , and Bare Back , along with their associated singles, had
failed to perform any better at Atlantic than their last handful of singles had at Motown. As a result, in ,
Atlantic released the group from its contract, [39] and shortly afterwards, the Temptations met once again with
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Smokey Robinson and Berry Gordy, who re-signed the group to Motown in Louis Price departed from the
group and joined the Drifters. Dennis Edwardsâ€”who had made an unsuccessful attempt at developing a solo
career during his three-year exit from the groupâ€”returned to the lineup. Two years of under-performing
singles and albums followed, including an eponymous album] with Philadelphia -based producer Thom Bell ,
until Motown began planning a Temptations reunion tour in Eddie Kendricks and David Ruffin agreed to
rejoin the group for the new album, aptly titled Reunion , and its subsequent promotional tour. At the
conclusion of the Reunion tour, Ruffin and Kendricks were dismissed, and they began touring and performing
together as a duo. The five performed on Motown 25 and released the direct to video The Temptations: The
album Back to Basics, released later in , was the first album featuring Ron Tyson on lead. Meanwhile,
Edwards who also had his share of lead vocals on the Back to Basics album was again fired in , for missing
rehearsals or showing up hungover. Ali Woodson remained with the Temptations until , when he was fired for
consistent lateness. He was replaced by the again-returning Dennis Edwards. An updated version of the book
was published in Edwards was fired from the group for the third and final time in late , with Woodson
re-joining the lineup. Most of the Temptations, present and former, showed no ill feelings towards one
another, although Otis Williams reported that Kendricks would not speak to him during the ceremony. The
tour was in fact carried out, but production on the album was canceled when year-old David Ruffin died in
Philadelphia after a cocaine overdose on June 1, Kendricks was diagnosed with lung cancer soon after; he
continued to perform until his death on October 5, , in his native Birmingham. Street felt Williams was
unsympathetic, and as a result, he left the group in after twenty-two years. His replacement was St. Louis
native Theo Peoples. By the early s, bass Melvin Franklin began missing performances due to failing health
and Ray Davis , former bass man of Parliament-Funkadelic , began touring as a fill-in during The group
subsequently finished production on For Lovers Only , an album of pop standards featuring two tracks
recorded with Melvin Franklin prior to his death. This lineup would not last, however, as Davis was diagnosed
with lung cancer [43] and left shortly after completing the album. Davis died in New Brunswick, New Jersey
of respiratory problems and complications of lung cancer on the evening of Tuesday July 5, The group
continued as a quartet for a short time before recruiting bass Harry McGilberry , a former member of the
Futures.
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3: The Temptation of Jesus Part IV (Luke ) | www.enganchecubano.com
The Temptations, and Responsibilities, of Power that were at stake in the struggle that occupied the majority of his adult
life. those who would see no.

Sermon for Pentecost Sunday; Acts 2: For the present we will but briefly speak of the occasion of this festival,
and of the office of the Holy Spirit. When God was about to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt, he
permitted them to celebrate the Feast of the Passover on the night of their departure; and commanded them on
every annual recurrence of the season to observe the same feast in commemoration of their liberation from
bondage and their departure from Egypt. Fifty days later, in their journey through the wilderness, they arrived
at Mount Sinai. There God gave them the Law, through Moses; and there they were commanded to observe
annually, in commemoration of that giving of the Law, the fiftieth day after the Feast of the Passover. We now
celebrate this feast, not because of the old historical event, but because of the new one--the sending of the
Holy Spirit. It is in order, then, to give a little instruction concerning the difference between our Pentecost and
that of the Jews. And these two covenants respectively relate to two kinds of people. Consisting only of
letters--a written law--it is wholly dead. Its province being to kill, it ruled a dead people. With dead hearts men
could not sincerely observe the commandments of God. Were every individual left to do as he pleased, being
uninfluenced by fear, not one would be found choosing to be controlled by the Law. Unquestionably, human
nature is conscious of the fact that while it prefers to follow its own inclinations it is impelled to do otherwise;
for it reasons: Because of the punishment men fear, they soon become enemies to God; they feel themselves
sinners, unable to stand before God, and consequently not acceptable to him. Indeed, they would rather there
were no God. Such enmity to God remains persistently in the heart, however beautifully nature may adorn
itself outwardly. We see, therefore, how the Law, so long as it consists merely of written words, can make no
one righteous, can enter no heart. Upon this topic we have elsewhere preached and written at length. We learn
from the historical record of the event that the Holy Spirit descended from heaven and filled all the assembled
multitude, and they appeared with parting, fiery tongues and preached so unlike they were wont to do that all
men were filled with amazement. The Spirit came pouring into their hearts, making them different beings,
making them creatures who loved and willingly obeyed God. This change was simply the manifestation of the
Spirit himself, his work in the heart. He wrote in those hearts his pure and fiery flame restoring them to life
and causing them to respond with fiery tongues and efficient hands. They became new creatures, aware of
possessing altogether different minds and different tendencies. Then all was life and light; understanding, will
and heart burned and delighted in whatever was acceptable to God. Such is the true dis- tinction between the
written law of God and the spiritual. Herein we perceive what is the work of the Holy Spirit. In time past it
was preached that he merely endorses what the councils conclude and the Pope establishes in the Spiritless
papal Church. The fact is, however, the doings of Pope and councils are mere outward matters; they relate to
external commands and government. The above theory is, therefore, wholly inconsistent and perverse. Of the
work of the Holy Spirit, the Papists make a dead, written law, when it is really a living, spiritual law. Thus
they render the Holy Spirit a Moses, and his words mere human prattle. It is all due to ignorance of the
character of the Holy Spirit, of the purpose of his coming and the nature of his office. He renders their tongues
fiery and cloven, and inflames them with love unto boldness in preaching Christ--unto free and fearless
utterance. Plainly, then, it is not the office of the Spirit to write books or to institute laws. He writes in the
hearts of men, creating a new heart, so that man may rejoice before God, filled with love for him and ready, in
consequence, to serve his fellows gladly. Therefore, God sends the Holy Spirit to impress the preaching upon
the heart--to make it inhere and live therein. But the treasure lies in a heap; it is not everywhere distributed and
applied. When our hearts are sensible of this work of the Spirit, naturally we are compelled to say: The
Spirit-taught individual understands the Scriptures better than does he who is occupied solely with the Law.
For we may not keep our faith to ourselves, but must let it shine out; and to establish it the Scriptures are
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necessary. Be careful, therefore, not to regard the Holy Spirit as a Law-maker, but as proclaiming to your heart
the Gospel of Christ and setting you so free from the literal law that not a letter of it remains, except as a
medium for preaching the Gospel. The possessor of the Spirit is not at once entirely perfect, pure in all
respects, no more sensible of the Law and of sin. Hence, there is not to be found an individual perfect in
righteousness and happiness, devoid of sin and sorrow, ever serving all men with pleasure. But the work is not
then complete. The Christian must, in some measure, still feel sin in his heart and experience the terrors of
death; he is affected by whatever disturbs other sinners. While unbelievers are so deep in their sins as to be
indifferent, believers are keenly conscious of theirs; but Christians are supported by the Holy Spirit, who
consoles and strengthens till his work is fully accomplished. It is terminated when they no longer feel their
sins. The danger is in becoming too secure, in imagining ourselves perfect in all respects. The pious Christian
is still flesh and blood like other men; he but strives to resist evil lusts and other sins, and is unwillingly
sensible of evil desires. But he who is not a Christian is carelessly secure, wholly unconcerned about his sins.
One must not go by his feelings and consider himself lost if he have sinful desires. At the same time he must,
so long as life lasts, contend with the sins he perceives in himself. He must unceasingly groan to be relieved of
them, and must permit the Holy Spirit to operate in him. There is in believers continual groaning after
holiness--groaning too deep for expression, as Paul says in Romans 8: But Christians have a blessed
listener--the Holy Spirit himself. He readily perceives sincere longing after purity, and sends the conscience
divine comfort. We are like the sick man in the hands of the physician who is to restore him to health. Let no
one think: The holy apostles themselves often lamented their temptations and sorrows. Only therein can the
Gospel profit us and produce fruit. The gift is too sublime and noble for God to cast it before dogs and swine,
who, when by chance they hear the preached message, devour it without knowing to what they do violence.
The heart must recognize and feel its wretchedness and its inability to extricate itself. Before the Holy Spirit
can come to the rescue, there mutt be a struggle in the heart. Let no one imagine he will receive the Spirit in
any other way. The beloved disciples were filled with fear and terror. They were disconsolate and discouraged,
and sunk in unbelief and despair. Only with great difficulty and effort did Christ raise them again. Yet their
only failing was their faintheartedness; they feared the heavens would fall upon them. Even the Lord himself
could scarce comfort them until he said: Then will your hearts be comforted, strengthened and filled with joy.
And so was the promise fulfilled to them on this day of Pentecost. Luke had written of the personal works and
lives of the apostles for an example of good works and good lives only; though this is the way it has
sometimes been taken. Augustine and many others have looked upon the fact that the apostles had all things in
common with Christians as the best example which the book contains; though this did not last long and had to
stop, after a time. On the contrary, it is to be noted that by this book St. Luke teaches the whole Church, to the
end of the world, the true chief point of Christian doctrine; namely, that we must all be justified only through
faith in Jesus Christ, without any addition of law or help from good works. Therefore he stresses so mightily,
not only the preaching of the apostles about faith in Christ and how both Gentiles and Jews must be justified
by it without any merits or works, but also the examples and the instances of this teaching, telling how
Gentiles as well as Jews were justified through the Gospel only, without the law. Peter testifies in Acts Thus
he puts side by side, in this book, both the doctrine about faith and the example of faith. This book might well
be called, therefore, a commentary on the Epistles of St. For what Paul teaches and insists upon with words
and passages of Scripture, St. Luke here points out and proves with examples and instances which show that it
has happened, and must happen, as St. Paul teaches, to wit, that no law, no work justifies men, but only faith
in Christ. Here, in this book, you find, then, a fair mirror, in which you can see that it is true. For see how St.
Paul himself was converted; how the Gentile, Cornelius, was converted through St. Look at the proconsul
Sergius, and all the cities where Paul and Barnabas preached; look at the first council of the apostles at
Jerusalem, in Acts Peter, Paul, Stephen and Philip; â€” you will find that it all comes to one thing; it is only
through the faith of Christ, without law and works, that we must come into grace and be justified. By means of
this book, used this way, we can stop, in masterly fashion and mightily, the mouths of opponents who point us
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to the law and our own works and publish their foolish unwisdom to all the world. Luke says that these
illustrations of faith amazed the pious Jews, who had become believers, and that the unbelieving Jews became
mad and foolish over it. But that our people, who are all Gentiles, should slander and persecute this doctrine is
ten times worse; for here we see, and cannot deny, that the grace of God and the knowledge of Christ came to
our forebears without law and merit, nay, when they were in horrible idolatry and blasphemy. But they will
gain as much by their slander and persecution as the Jews gained by their raging and raving. Here are some
examples:
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4: Struggling With Temptations and Fantasies
Because the New Testament constantly gives instruction to Christians struggling with sin, we understand that it is a
normal experience. Scripture speaks not only to the temptations this world offers but it also reminds us of our ongoing
vulnerability to those temptations (2 Corinthians ).

Bible passage ESV of the sermon can be found at the bottom of the page. Sermon on James 1: I believe that all
of us have experienced some forms of trials and temptation in our lives, at some point in time. There is no one
here or in the world who would claim otherwise. But what exactly are trials and temptations? Why do we
experience them? Who is the source of these trials and temptation? What is the nature of trials and temptation?
Today, we will explore the biblical understanding of trials and temptation as described in the letter of James.
We will explore James 1. The letter of James [i] has been described as like a collection of wise proverbs, with
the author giving Godly advice to Christians on how to live a faithful and righteous Christian life. It is both
practical and puzzling at the same time. Sometimes, we struggle to understand the relevance of this letter in
modern times. But at times, we acknowledge that these wise sayings have somehow stood the test of time. Is it
still relevant to the first-century readers and the 21st century readers? Our experiences may be different but
nonetheless, we continue to struggle with trials and temptations today. Pastorally, James writes about concrete
problems like testing, faith, wisdom, anger, compassion, the poor, envy, the rich, and praying for the sick. The
question is not if James is still relevant, but how is James relevant for us today? How can we practice what is
written into our daily lives? Faithfulness and Life 12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for
when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.
This verse is actually a summary of what was shared in vv. Here, James speaks the same tone as Paul when the
latter tells Timothy that he has fought the good fight and have finished the race, and a crown of righteousness
is waiting for him in heaven 2 Tim 4: Often we hear Christians debating about the role of faith and work in
relation to salvation. Is it faith that saves us or our works? This has troubled many Christians in the past and
today. Faithfulness is never a work of humans alone. Christians often mistakenly tear the two apart: For the
Christian writer, there is no faithfulness without Christ. There is no faith without works and no works without
faith, for faith without works is dead James 2: Who is the one tempting us? Such a statement in quotation
probably meant that it is a popular saying among the Christians at that time. The early Christians faced
persecution and oppression from the Roman empire. God does not tempt us. But does God test us? Some of
you may be wondering, what is the difference between trials, temptations, and tests? It is common for
Christians to differentiate between these three words. It is refreshing for me when I read that in this letter of
James, the author does not make such a differentiation[iv]. James uses two different Greek words
interchangeably nouns: They are used of a person who is currently in the process of struggle or hardships. The
emphasis is on being in the process or in the midst of facing trials, temptations and testing. It is a testing that
has stood the test of faith. The word dokimos is originally used to describe the refining of gold and silver but
Paul and James use this word to describe also the refining of our faith as seen also in 1 Peter 1: The emphasis
is used on a person who has demonstrated true faithfulness after the process of testing or refining. Are you
faithful at the end of it all? To James, it does not matter what kind of trials, temptations or tests we are being
subjected to. It could be the loss of a loved one, or the loss of a job, or a struggle with sin, or making a moral
choice. The emphasis is how we deal with the situation we are currently in. The emphasis is on enduring
through the process of trials and temptation in life. And when we have successfully endured through the
process of testing, we will be given a crown of life as reward for our faithfulness in Christ. Like they often
say, it is not the destination, but the journey, that is important. The same applies here. What happens when we
are tested? Who is testing us? What should we do when we are being tested? Paul takes a more pastoral but
slightly different approach in 1 Corinthians God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your
ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. Even
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though Paul does not specify God as the source of testing or temptation, he believes that God is sovereign and
has control over the intensity of our temptation. All of us will face trials and temptations of all kinds, of
varying intensity. Take responsibility for your decisions you make in life. Jesus says in Mark 7: Like
pregnancy, this process of desire-sin-death is just as slow and concealed. In a similar fashion, James uses the
same imagery to describe the positive process of test-endurance-life. It is neither God nor Satan who tempts us
or put us in these sinful situations. We are, by nature, sinful Rom. God did not put sin in us. God made us
humans with free will to choose God or not. The human nature is as such, sinful, and desires things which are
ungodly. When sin is left untouched, it eats us up from the inside. Power, greed, sexual immorality, pride are
just some of the manifestations of sin in our lives. Left alone, it grows best in the dark. As Christians, many of
us live a secret life of sin. An unresolved sin grows deeper and bigger with each passing day. Over time, we
lose our faith in ourselves, in those around us, and ultimately, we lose faith in God. We lose grip of life. The
gift of life which was freely given to you has been put to waste. God gives us life. While sinful desires give us
death. Some of us struggle with God, every day of our life. We do not hear him, even though we are in church
every week. We pray, but we only hear our own voices. We live secret lives. We live in sin. We are spiritually
dead every single day. We are the walking dead. We lost the joy of life and the passion of worshipping God.
We no longer know God intimately. We may read the Bible, but nothing touches our hearts. Our heart is full
of deceit and evil. Our heart is no longer pure. God is the Father of lights James warns us in vv. Do not believe
in the lies you have been hearing about God and temptation. God does not tempt. He is good and will only
give good things to his children, like wisdom. Stay strong and continue to believe that the Father of lights stars
or angels will lead us out of darkness. Like the stars which guided lost explorers in the deserts; God, the Father
of lights, will guide us in our wilderness. God will not change his love for us. James wants us to know that all
is not lost, even when we are living in sin, God is steadfast and will continue to help us, through the good
times and the bad. In the midst of every trial and temptation, there is hope. There is regeneration of faith.
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5: Why does God allow us to go through trials and tribulations?
As I make breakfast, get the kids ready for school, make a grocery list, fill the car up with gas, and drop bills by the post
office, I am serving my family. As I go about my work responsibilities, I do it for the sake of advancing God's kingdom.

Those of us who lived in the country resented the city folks coming out and hunting deer on our land, deer that
we had fattened on our apples and vegetables all year long. Because of this tension between the city folks and
us country folk, there were always stories circulating about hunters. One such story which may even have been
true was about the city dude who stopped at a country store to inquire what a deer looked like. This kind of
ignorance caused farmers a great deal of trouble. Not knowing what you are looking for is even more
dangerous when it comes to temptation. My first thought was to view temptation as being a solicitation to do
what we know to be evil. Adam and Eve were tempted to do something which God had clearly indicated was
evil. When you stop to think about it, Satan hardly needs to work at this kind of temptation. Because man is
now a fallen creature, in rebellion against God and under the control of Satan through the lusts of the flesh and
the fear of death, man needs little inducement to sin. In Romans chapter 7 Paul tells us that the Law is used of
sin to promote evil. When the law prohibits sin, our rebellious nature wants to do exactly what the law has
forbidden. When the law commands certain things to be done, our flesh has the inclination to disobey.
Consequently, the greatest, most dangerous form of temptation is that which entices men to do what is
ultimately devastating and destructive, as though it were the doing of what was right. That which Satan sought
to tempt our Lord to do was not represented as evil, but as good. I found an excellent illustration of this kind
of deception this past week. A letter came in the mail. You and I will undoubtedly never be tempted by Satan
as our Lord was. We will probably never rate a personal appearance of Satan or his personal attention to us.
More often than not, the temptation which comes our way will not be immediately apparent as a solicitation to
do evil. Thus, we must be very careful to define temptation, to be able to identify it, and then to know how to
deal with it. I am saying at the outset of this message that we not only need to learn how to deal with
temptation, we also need to learn how to recognize temptation. This is true for several reasons. If Satan had
been truthful in his temptation of Adam and Eve, recognizing temptation would be no problem for man. After
all, did he not assure them that partaking of the forbidden fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
would make them wise, just like God Gen. The second reason why it is imperative for us to be able to
recognize temptation is because most advertising is temptation. Hundreds of times a day we are bombarded
with media solicitations to buy something. Indeed, we are almost inclined to expect to be tempted. We are
conditioned to purchase that product whose manufacturers do the best job of tempting us to buy it.
Consequently temptation is so common we do not even recognize it. In this lesson we are going to attempt to
draw together all of the particulars of the past three lessons and to come up with some overall conclusions and
applications. First, we will seek to define temptation, and to identify some of its characteristics, so that we will
be able to recognize it when it comes our way. When our Lord dealt with the solicitations of Satan He
responded to them as the temptations they were. We will be greatly helped in our struggle with sin if we are
able to recognize the temptations which come upon us as such. How can we recognize temptations? In the
same way that our Lord did in our text. On what basis, then, did our Lord recognize each of these temptations
as solicitations to sin? What are the earmarks of temptation? Our text suggests several characteristics of
temptation. We know that no temptation comes from God James 1: We also know that Satan is a liar, a
murderer, a deceiver, and a thief. Thus, whatever comes from Satan is going to be sinful in nature. Satan never
prompts men to act righteously. He may prompt men to appear righteous, but He never promotes
righteousness. Only evil things come from Satan, the prince of darkness Eph. As a further study, I recommend
that you read through the book of Proverbs, where the wicked are portrayed as those who encourage their
fellow-man to do evil cf. Satan, his demons, and those in this world under his control all are the sources of
untold temptations. Peter rebuked our Lord for speaking of His suffering and death in Jerusalem. In seeking to
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turn our Lord from His destiny, Peter was but a mouthpiece for Satan, and thus was addressed as such.
Temptation is thus a solicitation to sin in general, but it is also an enticement to sin in particular, that is it seeks
to divert us from what God has for us to be and to do. Our Lord recognized them as such, and thus refused
them. Temptation may very well be couched in biblical terminology. When Satan tempts men whether directly
or indirectly he appeals to a human need or desire, which provides an incentive to fulfill it. Commanding stone
to become bread would have been an independent act on the part of our Lord, for the purpose of satisfying His
own needs, but independently of God. Temptation may challenge us to act make stone into bread when we
should wait for God to provide , or to be passive bow the knee to Satan when we should act to aggressively
attack Satan and His kingdom. The goodness of God is questioned by the challenge of Satan that our Lord
make stone into bread, or to leap from the pinnacle of the temple. Satan would have our Lord attain His
kingdom by worshipping him, rather than by worshipping and obeying God. Temptation always seems to offer
a big prize for a small price, a kingdom for a mere bowing of the knee, but there is always a higher, hidden
cost. Temptation offers future rewards now; it trades the future for the present, pleasure for pain, and the seen
for the unseen. Temptation and truth are seldom found together. Temptation is always very selective about the
facts it reveals, and most often it lies about the facts. Temptation tells men what they want to hear, not what
they need to hear. It therefore minimizes the consequences of an evil act and maximizes the benefits. It
promises the knowledge of good and evil, and it denies the penalty of death. Every act which Satan proposed
our Lord perform was an immediate one. He was to bow down to Satan in worship, and thus receive his
kingdom now. He was also urged jump from the pinnacle of the temple now. Ultimately, sin in unreasonable,
and thus Satan gives one little time to ponder his actions. We should not need to be tempted to buy life
insurance. A person should hardly require convincing concerning their responsibility to provide for their loved
ones. Temptation appeals to my greed, but truth appeals to grace. Temptation appeals to lust, but truth appeals
to love. The commercials appeal to the young man who feels the necessity of proving his masculinity, or to the
woman who feels it necessary to prove her femininity. From a man-ward perspective, temptation encourages
man to seek his own interests, to act on his own behalf, and to be independent and self-reliant. From a satanic
perspective, temptation seeks to divert men from serving God to serving Satan. It further proved Him to be the
Lamb of God, without spot, and thus qualified to die for the sins of men. In my opinion, the temptation of our
Lord served to clarify and to intensify His sense of calling and direction. He came forth from His testings full
of the Spirit and power, and immediately began to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom. In addition, He began
to attack the kingdom of Satan, casting out demons, and begin acknowledged as the Son of God by them. They
even acknowledged that He had come to destroy them cf. For Israel, it proved the Lord Jesus to be her
Messiah. But beyond this, in the temptation Christ identified with mankind, with men in general. In particular,
we can say that He identified with us. These two texts focus on the identification of our Lord with man in His
temptation and testing: Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of
the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil;
and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. For assuredly He does
not give help to angels, but He gives help to the seed of Abraham. Therefore, He had to be made like His
brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God , to
make propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered,
He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted Heb. Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high
priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need. For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of men
in things pertaining to God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; he can deal gently with the
ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is beset with weakness; and because of it he is obligated to offer
sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also for himself. And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it
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when he is called by God, even as Aaron was. In the first text we are told that our Lord identified with man by
taking on human flesh, by becoming a partaker of flesh and blood Heb. This is true both for the Christian
Romans 7 and the unbeliever 1 Cor. Sin and the sin nature was not a matter of creation, but a matter of
transmission. Our Lord was like man in every regard, in those matters which are determined by creation. No
wonder Luke goes to such great detail to describe the unique and miraculous birth creation of our Lord. An
alcoholic has a known and recognized predisposition toward alcohol. The mere hint of this substance can
produce incredible temptation.
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6: Do, Does, Did, Done â€“ The difference | Woodward English
A teacher on our Facebook page asked if we had any charts about the difference between Do, Does, Did and Done.
Well, we didn't so I decided to make a couple and then got carried away and created some grammar pages and games
to accompany them too.

Some people say homosexuality is natural and moral; others say it is unnatural and immoral. How do we
know? Our standard can only be what God says. In Romans 1 we read, God gave them over to shameful lusts.
Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned
natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with
other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion Rom 1: So even though
homosexual desires feel natural, they are actually unnatural, because God says they are. He also calls all
sexual involvement outside of marriage immoral. There are 44 references to fornicationâ€”sexual
immoralityâ€”in the Bible. Therefore, any form of homosexual activity, whether a one-night stand or a
long-term monogamous relationship, is by definition immoralâ€”just as any abuse of heterosexuality outside
of marriage is immoral. Is homosexuality an orientation God intended for some people, or is it a perversion of
normal sexuality? If God had intended homosexual behavior to be a viable sexual alternative for some people,
He would not have condemned it as an abomination Leviticus It is never mentioned in Scripture in anything
but negative terms, and nowhere does the Bible even hint at approving or giving instruction for homosexual
relationships. Homosexuality is a manifestation of the sin nature that all people share. The Lord Jesus said, In
the beginning the Creator made them male and female. For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh Matt Homosexual activity and pre-marital or
extra-marital heterosexual activity are all sinful attempts to find sexual and emotional expression in ways God
never intended. What causes a homosexual orientation? This is a complex issue, and it is unfair to give
simplistic answers or explanations. Some people start out as heterosexuals, but they rebel against God with
such passionate self-indulgence that they end up embracing the gay lifestyle as another form of sexual
expression. These people may experience "pre-conditions" that dispose them toward homosexuality, such as a
sensitive and gentle temperament in boys , which is not recognized as acceptably masculine in our culture.
Another may be poor eye-hand coordination that prevents a boy from doing well at sports, which is a sure way
to invite shame and taunting from other boys and, most unfortunately, from some of their own fathers and
family members. Family relationships are usually very important in the development of homosexuality; the
vast majority of those who struggle with same-sex attraction experienced a hurtful relationship with the
same-sex parent in childhood. The presence of abuse is a recurring theme in the early lives of many
homosexual strugglers. Because we are made in the image of God, we can choose how we respond to the
various factors that may contribute to a homosexual orientation. Preconditions make it easier to sin in a
particular area. They do not excuse the sin. We can draw a parallel with alcoholism. Alcoholics often
experience a genetic or environmental pre-condition, which makes it easier for them to fall into the sin of
drunkenness. Is it a sin to want a drink? All of us experience various predispositions that make it easier for us
to fall into certain sins. For example, highly intelligent people find it easier to fall into the sin of intellectual
pride. People who were physically or emotionally abused as children may fall into the sins of rage and
violence more easily than others. Current popular thinking says that our behavior is determined by our
environment or our genes, or both. But the Bible gives us the dignity and responsibility missing from that
mechanistic view of life. God has invested us with free willâ€”the ability to make real, significant choices. We
can choose our responses to the influences on our lives, or we can choose to let them control us. Someone with
a predisposition for homosexuality may fall into the sin of the homosexual behavior much more easily than a
person without it. But each of us alone is responsible for giving ourselves permission to cross over from
temptation into sin. Unasked-for, uncultivated sexual desires for a person of the same sex constitute
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temptation, not sin. Since the Lord Jesus was "tempted in every way, just as we are" Heb. But He never gave
in to them. The line between sexual temptation and sexual sin is the same for both heterosexuals and
homosexuals. It is the point at which our conscious will gets involved. Sin begins with the internal acts of
lusting and creating sexual fantasies. Sexual fantasies are conscious acts of the imagination. It is creating
mental pornographic home movies. Just as the Lord said in the Sermon on the Mount, all sexual sin starts in
the mind long before it gets to the point of physical expression. Many homosexuals claim, "I never asked for
these feelings. I did not choose them," and this may be true. That is why it is significant to note that the Bible
specifically condemns homosexual practices, but not undeveloped homosexual feelings temptation. There is a
difference between having sexual feelings and letting them grow into lust. It takes spiritual submission and
much emotional work to repent of sexual sin and achieve a healthy self-concept that glorifies God by
cooperating with Him in being transformed by the renewing of our minds Rom. But for the person caught in
the trap of homosexual desires who wants sexual and emotional wholeness, there is hope in Christ. In
addressing the church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul lists an assortment of deep sins, including homosexual
offenses. He says, And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 1 Cor 6: This means there were former homosexuals in the
church at Corinth! Some rare people experience no homosexual temptations ever again. But for most others
who are able to achieve change, homosexual desires are gradually reduced from a major problem to a minor
nuisance that no longer dominates their lives. But the potential for heterosexuality is present in everyone
because God put it there. See the article "Can Homosexuals Change? When we are born again, we bring with
us all of our emotional needs and all of our old ways of relating. Homosexuality is a relational problem of
meeting emotional needs the wrong way; it is not an isolated problem of mere sexual preference. With the
power of the indwelling Spirit, a Christian can cooperate with God to change this unacceptable part of life.
Some peopleâ€”a very fewâ€”are miraculously delivered from homosexual struggles. But for the majority,
real change is slow. As in dealing with any besetting sin, it is a process, not an event. Life in a fallen world is a
painful struggle. It is not a pleasant thing to have two oppositional natures at war within us! Homosexuality is
not one problem; it is symptomatic of other, deeper problems involving emotional needs and an unhealthy
self-concept. Salvation is only the beginning of emotional health. It allows us to experience human intimacy as
God intended us to, finding healing for our damaged emotions. Sex is strictly meant for adults. The Song of
Solomon says three times, "Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires. Early sexual experience can be
painful or pleasurable, but either way, it constitutes child abuse. It traumatizes a child or teen. Sexual
experimentation is something many children and teens do as a part of growing up. You may have enjoyed the
feelings you experienced, but that is because God created our bodies to respond to pleasure. It probably made
you feel confused and ashamed, which is an appropriate response to an inappropriate behavior. Even apart
from the sexual aspect, though, our culture has come to view close friendships with a certain amount of
suspicion. If you enjoy emotional intimacy with a friend of the same sex, especially if it is accompanied by the
presence of sexual feelings that emerge in adolescence, you can find yourself very confused. It is a tragic myth
that once a person has a homosexual experience, or even thinks about one, that he or she is gay for life. Are
homosexuals condemned to hell? Homosexuality is not a "heaven or hell" issue. The only determining factor
is whether a person has been reconciled to God through Jesus Christ. Paul makes a distinction between
unchristian behavior and Christian behavior. Now act like it! As Paul said, "May it never be! God disciplines
those He loves Hebrews This means that ultimately, no believer gets away with continued, unrepented sin.
The discipline may not come immediately, but it will come. How do I respond when someone in my life tells
me he or she is gay? Take your cue from the Lord Jesus. Start by cultivating a humble heart, especially
concerning the temptation to react with judgmental condescension. As Billy Graham said, "Never take credit
for not falling into a temptation that never tempted you in the first place. Are they comfortable with their
gayness, or bewildered and resentful of it? Accept the fact that, to this person, these feelings are normal.
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7: What Difference Does It Make? - The Smiths | Song Info | AllMusic
My brothers, count it all joy when you fall into divers temptations; count. James Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

What does God think about Homosexuality? This question, in varied forms, is frequently addressed to pastors,
Christian counselors, and the Internet in general Before responding to this question, Dr. Robert Kolb always
suggests this follow-up question: Should I respond with Law? But throughout biblical and Christian history,
these struggles did not dominate the discussion of the Church. They have become one of the primary points of
struggle and contention both within the Church, and between the Church and the world. Many Christians are
asking for guidance on how to address their neighbor who has SSA struggles, as well as all the concomitant
cultural issues such as same-sex marriage and same-sex marriage adoption of children. When it comes to
homosexuality, the most commonly cited biblical texts are Leviticus This article will not focus on the
exegesis of these texts, but will take their content as historically and conventionally understood. But watch
yourself, or you also may be tempted. Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God
will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses
and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. For the time will come when
men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the
truth and turn aside to myths. We are to speak to them with gentleness and patience. We are called upon to
correct and restore, but not in a resentful or quarrelsome manner. We are called to speak the truth, in love
Ephesians 4: In it he points out that polarizing impulses of previous generations had been focused in the
distrust and hostility of denominational differences: Protestant and Catholic, and to a smaller degree, Jewish
and Mormon. But, as evidenced in a series of national surveys from , those particular prejudicial feelings
subsided. They were replaced by new polarizing impulses, based upon whether or not one had a worldview
that was orthodox, that is, committed to an objective, unchangeable, transcendent authority; or progressive,
that is, moral authority as defined more by the spirit of the modern age, ever unfolding, based in human
emotions and rational thinking. The orthodox have lost position in the culture, and have sought ways to win
that position back through political power think Moral Majority of the s and traditional marriage laws of the s.
The progressives have gained status and influence, especially in the arena of gay rights. The orthodox which is
how many LCMS members would describe themselves , feeling threatened, have responded by being
defensive and seeking political counters to their lost status. We sought power solutions in the left-hand
kingdom to questions that were largely spiritual, right-hand kingdom concerns. I remember too many
conversations I had with Christian friends and students in the s to s in which they did express homophobia. In
those decades I heard too many Christians respond with either disgust e. These same Christians often
passively ignored heterosexual sin either their own or that of their friends that was much more rampant. In the
early s I remember trying to have conversations with fellow Christians about why they assumed
homosexuality was a more heinous sin that heterosexual sin; I often received dumbfounded looks about why
that assumption should even be questioned. Sometimes fellow Christians simply walked away from the
conversation, unwilling even to engage. By the mids I was a young psychology professor, so I had a platform
to engage Christian students about this issue. Homophobia was quite rampant in the Christian community.
While only a very few dropped to the level of hatemongers like those of the Westboro Baptist Church
picketers, those hatemongers were often and still are portrayed in the media as representing evangelical or
fundamentalist Christianity. Having also been a parish pastor in northeastern Kansas, it always amazed me
that the Westboroites would picket even LCMS churches and events because we believe that all sinners, even
practicing homosexuals, can repent and be forgiven. This previous generation is in need of repentance for our
corporate homophobia that hurt our ability to reach out with the Gospel to hurting, sinful people struggling
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with SSA. Though often reticent, they do want to engage with others in gentle, yet honest conversation about
homosexuality. He has written numerous books and articles in the Christian psychology world. His most
accessible book is Homosexuality and the Christian: All three of these issues have importance, but they are not
the key to having productive conversations across this cultural divide. Most people understand that the Bible
has particular verses that prohibit homosexual behavior, but as I said earlier they either do not see Scripture as
an authority they wish to follow, or they interpret those verses to apply only historically or to some different
set of cultural assumptions. Yarhouse, along with one of his mentors and the provost of Wheaton College,
Stanton Jones, conducted a series of research studies to determine if men who received Christian counseling
for the SSA could, to some degree, change their orientation. They found that approximately one-third of the
Christian men in their study who were struggling with SSA and received counseling about it reported that they
did sense some level of becoming more heterosexual and less homosexual in their inclinations. About
one-third reported that their level of SSA was still strong after the counseling, but that they were now more at
peace with their ability to live a celibate Christian life, not acting out on the SSAs. And about one-third
reported that their SSA was still so strong that they planned to live out a gay sexual lifestyle. Because of the
underlying assumptions pervasive in the secular counseling community, Yarhouse and Jones could not get
their research published in established journals, despite the fact that many researchers agreed that their
research strategies were very professional. They eventually compiled all of their various studies into one
volume for publication as Ex-Gays? Jones and Mark A. Yarhouse Intervarsity Press, This holiness theology,
mostly stemming out of Methodism and Pentecostalism, too often promised full change without temptation, if
the sinner simply prayed hard enough and trusted God more deeply. Many of the local ministries affiliated
with Exodus International, often with different names, still continue to support those struggling with SSA. I
and many others in Christian counseling have found his distinction very helpful. Same sex attractions are
natural; SSAs are the way one discovers who you are; SSA is the core of who you are and should, therefore,
lead to same-sex behavior because that will lead you into the fulfillment of your sexual identity. The
progressive branch of the LGBTQ community has convinced our culture, especially those who struggle with
SSA, that sexuality is all about identity and about becoming who you really are through your sexual identity.
Thus we have a new primary identity in Christ. I have spent hundreds of hours counseling with men who are
struggling with SSAs, nearly all of whom wish they were not, nearly all of whom realize that their SSA either
is or will be when it is revealed a source of angst for their family, friends, and churches. One or two
conversations will never be enough to remove their struggle with SSA, or to help them primarily cling to their
Christian identity. They will need many hours of support and conversation from loving fellow Christians,
spread over months and years before they start to come to a more confident sense of Christian identity. I
challenge seminarians and pastors to realize how strong their own sexual identity is by asking them to imagine
how difficult it would be to give up their biological sexuality for the sake of their Christian identityâ€”that is,
become a eunuch for Christ Matthew Our sexual identity is an important aspect of who we are. In he wrote
another book titled: To Change the World: As a sociologist with considerable theological savvy, he argues that
we Christians have sought to change the world by using worldly strategies and assumptions guided by
individualism, idealism, pietism, even nihilism. We thought that if we just transformed enough people by
means of evangelism or logical argument, that we would maintain if we ever had it a powerful influence in
American culture. Unfortunately, our public witness came across primarily as a political agenda at a time
when we were losing ground in culturally influencing arenas such as the media, entertainment, politics and
education. His mercy pursues us through His sacrificial love. His faithful presence continues when others
sense that same sacrificial love in us. We are authentic and persuasive when the shalom of God is reflected
through us. May the Holy Spirit empower a new generation of Christians to reach out in love and kindness to
all our neighbors, helping them to see how our primary identity is in Jesus Christ, and helping all of us who
struggle with temptations of all kinds, including SSA, to be attracted to that same faith-filled identity. Tom
Eckstein Lulu, Inc. Yarhouse Intervarsity Press, Culture Wars: Basic Books, To Change the Word: How to
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Basic Books, , p.
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8: Acts Bible Study: Temptation
Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is. After all, you find out the strength of the German army by
fighting against it, not by giving in. You find out the strength of a wind by trying to walk against it, not by lying down.

It seems to present God as an active agent in subjecting us to temptation, a thing specifically denied in James
1: Braid Scots has it: No one understood temptation so well as Jesus for the devil tempted him by every
avenue of approach to all kinds of sin, but without success. That is the idea here. The idea is then: Someone or
something is used by God in the test to refine our holiness, with Satan at times- but not always being allowed
by God to tempt us. Jesus cautioned us of the confrontations we do, and will face. If they have persecuted Me,
they will also persecute you" John Sixteen of the above mentioned 23 verses are used in this way and are
listed as follows: A test allowed by God to refine is also used by "the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life" 1John 2: Seven of the above mentioned 23 verses are used in this way, and all of them
use the word "INTO". The seven instances in the New Testament of the word "temptation" being used in this
way are as follows: The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak" Mark It is true that the "Accuser of our
brethren To credit Satan with our failures is to credit him with more than he can do. No, we take bottom line
"free will" responsible for our own sin. Our "flesh is weak" Matthew We submit to "the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life" 1John 2: And as long as we are on this Earth, we shall be tempted by
the desires of our flesh. But this is NOT sin. We have no excuse for sin; we cannot blame our flesh and we
cannot blame the Devil. Sin is an act that we commit. Sin is committed with knowledge. Temptations, whether
from the Devil or from our flesh, attempt to exploit desires. We have addressed the correct usage of the James
1 references to the word "lust" in the following excerpt. That desire may be compounded by the increasingly
degenerative state of physical humanity, due to the effects of physical depravity. And, at what time that desire
becomes the supreme preference of the moral agent-- as opposed to the supreme love of God and an equal love
of our neighbour as ourself Matthew The certain result of sin is always death. Both physical and spiritual
death result from sinning. Therefore, we sin because we are tempted by our own desires, and most commonly
by our physically depraved bodies. That is our god which we supremely regard. If we supremely love Jehovah,
we shall sooner part with any thing than offend Him. If any thing is loved or prized in comparison with God,
we have no religion at all. If a man, therefore, does not dread sin more than he dreads death, he is no disciple
of Christ. If there is any thing in the world that he loves more than he hates sin, any thing whatever, that would
be spared, notwithstanding it kept him in bondage to sin, he is not, and cannot be a disciple of Christ. I speak
of course of those things that can be put away by us, by an act of self-denial on our part. And if there is any
kind or degree of self-denial which we would not prefer to being in sin, then, if the Bible is true, we are not the
disciples of Christ. Let it be understood, now, that I do not speak of some very rare and high attainments in
piety; but of a universal condition of discipleship. Christ has laid it down in as strong language as any in
which it can be expressed. He uses the strongest language, without seeming to fear being misunderstood. If a
man but love God, he will not, cannot rest until every cause of stumbling be searched out, and removed.
Mankind has many desires. There are morally good desires and morally bad desires. For the lost and immoral
of this world, there is only "tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first,
and also of the Gentile" Romans 2: It is a sad fact, but their moral rejection of God Almighty leaves them in
complete despair. Because when "thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness" Matthew 6: The
condition is all or nothing-- no in-betweens-- no grays. Therefore, the unholy are completely unholy. What
about the backslidden "Christian" element? The warning to the unholy is especially extended to the unholy
among professing Christians, i. There is NO intermediate ground here. If you are holy, then God is well
pleased with you, and also with your desires. And as holiness consists in choosing the highest well-being of
God and the good of the universe, for its own sake, or as the supreme ultimate end of pursuit; so sin consists in
willing, with a supreme choice or intention, self-gratification and self-interest. Preferring a less to a greater

Page 18

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES ALL THIS MAKE TO THOSE STRUGGLING
WITH VARIOUS TEMPTATIONS? pdf
good, because it is our own, is selfishness. All selfishness consists in a supreme ultimate intention. By an
ultimate intention, as I have said, is intended that which is chosen for its own sake as an end, and not as a
means to some other end. Whenever a moral being prefers or chooses his own gratification, or his own
interest, in preference to a higher good, because it is his own, he chooses it as an end, for its own sake, and as
an ultimate end, not designing it as a means of promoting any other and higher end, nor because it is a part of
universal good. Every sin, then, consists in an act of will. It consists in preferring self-gratification, or
self-interest, to the authority of God, the glory of God, and the good of the universe. It is, therefore, and must
be, a supreme ultimate choice, or intention. Sin and holiness, then, both consist in supreme, ultimate, and
opposite choices, or intentions, and cannot by any possibility, coexist. Finney New Window. For of thorns
men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. The choice is either sinful or holy, but never
both. There is, in the truest sense, a unity of moral action. If we awake to righteousness, we will not be
sinning. If we sleep to righteousness, we will be sinning. Notice that 1 Corinthians Both combinations are
absurd! We cannot run with the weight of sin. To weigh ourselves down with sin is to stop the running of the
race of faith. Do one or the other, but never both. There is, and must be, a unity of moral action. Holiness is a
voluntary choice. Sin is a voluntary choice. Choose sin, and you must cease to be holy. Choose holiness, and
you must cease to be a sinner. Obviously, a man cannot be sinful against his will any more than he can be holy
against his will. From the manner in which many professors of religion treat this question, it seems manifest
that they feel a secret dislike to it. They seem indisposed to understand it. They appear to set themselves to
object to and pervert it, rather than candidly and earnestly to investigate it, with a manifest desire that it might
be true It is no wonder that the Church do not believe in the doctrine of entire sanctification in this life. They
are well satisfied that, with their present habits and indulgences, they cannot be entirely sanctified. And as
these habits and indulgences appear to be stereotyped, they reject the doctrine of entire freedom from sin in
this life, as unreasonable. You may claim that you have good desires. You may claim that you "believe in the
Light" John Their consciences have become stupefied and remain indignantly silent. And what they once
esteemed to be sin they no longer regard as such. They can now complacently indulge in what would once
have made them tremble If any thing is found to be a temptation and a cause of stumbling to us, we should
never indulge or defend it, because others indulge in the same thing. Perhaps they may do it without its being
an overcoming stumbling-block to them. Or if it does overcome and lead them into sin, their going to
destruction is certainly no good reason why we should do so. And if your desires are NOT tempered by the
Scriptures, your efforts to overcome temptations will only continue in their hell-bent direction. God tests, but
it is Satan who tempts. We can either "do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: Being
confronted with temptation or, being tempted is eternally different than the literal committing of sin by
entering INTO the temptation. When confronted with a moral temptation, a wrong desire is stirred. It is at this
moment, that you must decide whether you will turn from the temptation, e. IF you do not turn from the
temptation by your own free will, then you allow your wrong desire i.
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9: What the Bible Says About Temptation
Acts 2 Sermon for Pentecost Sunday; Acts THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 1 The historical facts of this day, as well
as the beautiful sermon the Holy Spirit delivered through the apostle Peter, which might appropriately be fully treated at
this time, we shall leave for the special sermons on the various festivals of the year.

Palgrave Macmillan, The Only Superpower: Having escaped his native Hungary after the Soviet invasion to
undertake his undergraduate education at the London School of Economics and then to receive his graduate
training and pursue his academic career in the United States, he has seen with a special sharpnessâ€”a
sharpness that might not be given to one who had spent the entirety of his life on one side or the other of that
great divideâ€”the principles that were at stake in the struggle that occupied the majority of his adult life. For
decades, in a discipline largely unsympathetic to such concerns, he has illuminated the understanding of others
in such works as Soviet and American Society, Political Will and Personal Belief, and Discontents: Now come
two additions to the Hollander corpus, which on the surface appear very different. Appearing in successive
years, they were brought out by different publishers. The first one is written in somber tones, as a reader might
expect; the other runs the gamut from outrage to bemusement to sheer pleasure. The ingenuity of these leaders
in perfecting ever-more sophisticated methods of using such power to crush any opposition to their rule gives
witness to the immanence of power. Yet Hollander does not condemn every exercise of state power. For him,
the crimes of the great totalitarian regimes of the last century and their culpable even if tawdry lesser heirs in
the current one are reprehensible, and he is forthright in his indictment of them. On the other hand, he admires
other powerful states, most notably the United States but also its major Western allies, for the resources that
gave them the military wherewithal to resist the fury of the fascist and communist dictatorships and the
economic bounty to take in their victims who managed to flee. Clearly, it is not enormous power per se to
which Hollander objects and against which he warns his readers. Rather, it is uncontrolled powerâ€”at the
extreme, power that is free to hunt down and exterminate anyone who dares to question itâ€”that is the danger.
To attempt to rid the world of the phenomenon of power, even enormous centers of power, would be to ignore
those realities that Hollander insists we must respect as part of the world that we seek to understand and to
improve. Rather, the question that should occupy the attention of any fair-minded analyst of politics or society
is the degree to which power in any specific set of circumstances is restrained and constrained, so that it may
accomplish the legitimate purposes for which great capabilities are required, while it is prevented from
carrying out the abuses that Hollander decries so eloquently. This differentiation is, of course, one of the true
conundrums of political philosophy, and it has been a preoccupation, in one form or another, of almost every
student of politics since the Greeks. Much of the horror conveyed in Political Violence lies in the instances its
essays present of the immiserization that results when such institutions are either nonexistent or incapable of
performing this vital role. Stalin was free to order the deaths either directly or through policies that could with
certainty be predicted to lead to the same result indirectly of Ukrainians, kulaks, Volga Germans, Chechens,
and Poles simply because of their membership in those groups. When those who had been unjustly sent to the
gulag were released under Khrushchev and returned to society, they still had no effective access to institutions
that could aid them in reclaiming the jobs, homes, and possessions that had been taken from themâ€”the
seizure of which may have been the real reason for their arrest in the first place. No workable procedures
existed for peaceful leadership succession when Stalin died, an omission that had grisly consequences for
those who were defeated in the ensuing struggle for control; men like Beria may have deserved their fate,
given what they had meted out to others in their own days of tyrannical power, but one cannot suppress at
least a twinge of sympathy for even those criminals, for they were human beings caught in the grip of
unforgiving, unrelenting, untamed power. Without courts worthy of the name, without effectively organized
and properly trained police forces amenable to self-restraint, without legislative bodies that could serve as
watchdogs and forums for grievances, the victims in all these cases succumbed to sheer, raw power. One may
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of course respond that in at least some of these examples institutions did exist, on paper. For all its fine
phrasing, the constitution had no power to prevent a paranoid personality like Stalin from carrying any desired
abuse into effectâ€”nor, to be evenhanded about it, did any of its predecessor or successor constitutions under
the Soviet regime. At a much higher level of justice, this is the genius of the American constitutional system,
which has at its core a distrust of unconfined power. As Madison recognized, the variety of interests in a large
country marked by diversity in its geography and its economy would preserve liberty by preventing any one
faction from ruling on its own, the division of powers between the federal government and the states would
keep both within just limits, and the separation of powers within the new federal government would set
ambition against ambition in a way that would make it energetic without becoming dictatorial. In the
international sphere, the use of power against power could halt the indefinite expansion of despotic states and
preserve a zone of freedom, as it did in the Cold War through formal institutions such as NATO and informal
institutionalized practices such as nuclear deterrence. Such was the basis for the institutions that the
Federalists created. There has always been another strain in the political philosophy of the people among
whom Hollander came to live, however, and the preoccupations of the Anti-Federalists illustrate the third
routeâ€”beyond simple institutions, and beyond institutions invested with the requisite powerâ€”to holding
dangerously aspiring power in check, and that is the civic virtue of the citizenry. Only a virtuous public could
indefinitely preserve its own freedom. It is on this very point that the reader encounters one of the most
sobering lessons of Political Violence: Even in the absence of dictators whipping up class hatred in the place
of a sturdy patriotism, civic virtue can decay among the people themselves, and Hollander gives evidence of
his concern that such a process is under way in his adopted country. Here, then, is the dilemma that Hollander
appears to set for himself in these two rich volumes. In and of themselves, institutions cannot reliably face
down potentially oppressive power, and even institutions holding countervailing power may not serve their
purpose if they are undermined by a deterioration in the values of the people who must ultimately animate
institutions and see that power is employed for its proper purposes. Yet efforts to rouse the popular will can
carry their own dangers. For him, what is political is not confined to periodic elections, but he does not go to
the other extreme and advocate the politicization of all of life. One answer to that question finds the political
in an age-old debate between the claims of the single universal truth and absolute standard of right and wrong,
above all human institutions, on the one hand, and, on the other, respect for and pleasure in the diversity of
life, of institutions and practices that have sprung up and become rooted in the affections of specific groups of
people, because they respond to the conditions of those people. Ideology, the curse of the modern world,
undermines both. It legitimizes acts contrary to natural law because they advance the doctrine one has
adopted, so turning morality into what the expositors of the doctrine say is necessary to advance their
revolution. A proper appreciation for the political is a step toward an understanding of that vitally necessary
but highly dangerous phenomenon of power. Believers in the sameness of all people and an automatic
harmony among them if governments will only get out of the wayâ€”the enthusiasts for Soviet-American
people-to-people contacts, whom Hollander examines somewhat wryly in The Only Superpowerâ€”want an
apolitical world. If they had been successful, they would have disabled their country in the face of those who
did know how to use power, who even relished its use, in aggressive and destructive ways. Hollander notes
that the Soviet authorities never gave real scope to any of their citizens to carry out this bypassing of politics,
so that the exchanges were one-sided; they allowed only for criticism of the regimes that were already
comparatively free. He calls attention as well to the actions and attitudes of those who were hyperpolitical, in
the sense of caring only about power, without moral or even aesthetic restraint. They felt none of the
responsibilities of powerâ€”no sense of duty at least to attempt in the first instance to persuade and convince,
rather than simply coerce; no willingness to accept the legitimacy of differing points of view and to undergo
the testing of each in free debate. They were wholly enthralled by its temptationsâ€”the demand for positive,
overt displays of loyalty, even by those who would not oppose the regime but would ask only to be left alone,
even by those who were about to be executed on trumped-up charges of disloyaltyâ€”in part simply because
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they had the power to exact this simulated enthusiasm. They had succumbed to the temptations of power, as
well as being intoxicated by ideology. Hollander wishes to argue that the apolitical stance, and the
hyperpolitical, purely power-oriented one, both incapacitate us from making distinctions, the very task that
Aristotle among others would tell us is at the heart of a true understanding of politics. The devotees of
people-to-people exchange could not see a difference between a totalitarian political order and a free one, in
their domestic character or in the foreign policy they might follow. The hyperpolitical ideologist cannot abide
the distinctions of individual cases the question of the guilt or innocence of a particular defendant charged
with a specific crime under a known law, for example , because all such details must be subordinated to the
success of the ideology. Even in modern societies not in the grip of revolutionary ideology, distinctions of all
kinds seem to sink beneath a general desire for complete equality, for sameness in all things. Hollander finds
this tendency in many areas of life, both large and small, and in The Only Superpower this concern runs like a
red skein through the fabric of his affection for America. He believes that the United States by and large has
used its power in ways that are responsible and constructive when judged by the historical standards of great
powers. Here is not so much an unwillingness to make distinctions as an inability to do so wisely, with the
result that political judgment is turned upside down. The relatively good is rejected as unprecedentedly evil,
while the malevolent is empathized with as only wayward or even unfairly misunderstood. Hollander has
occasion more than once to note that nonjudgmental multicultural relativism seems to cohabit happily with an
inordinate readiness to pass judgment on those who are said to be guilty of social injusticeâ€”prejudices based
on race, ethnicity, sex, or sexual orientationâ€”and an ability to find those transgressions in even the most
apparently innocent of beliefs or actions. Are such judgments, and only such judgments, allowed in politically
correct society because the sins they identify consist precisely in making distinctions, which is the greatest and
only unforgivable wrong in an increasingly nihilistic world? Those who are to be condemned are those who
fail to endorse the doctrine of sameness. Hollander believes that he and all rational, moral beings are capable
of making distinctions, and therefore ultimately of observing the line between selfless civic virtue and
ideological madness. He criticizes some aspects of American culture, such as the apparent devotion of his
fellow citizens to SUVs at least as of a few years ago , without becoming anti-American. It is precisely this
complexity that totalizing regimes are determined to stamp out and replace with uniformity, repetition, and
enthusiastic obedience. In his final and perhaps most introspective essay in The Only Superpower, Hollander
returns to the theme of balance between contending and inescapable forces of our existence: On the other
hand, there are ideas that are just, right, and noble, although even they cannot remove all the imperfections
from the world. The capacity of leaders to make distinctions among such ideas defines statesmanship, and
such a capacity among the citizenry supports civic virtue. Without those resources, responsible political power
cannot resist the temptations of power, which may threaten it with decay within or attack from without. With
such resources, we may hope to avoid the hellish world that Hollander presents in Political Violence, and
preserve and reform the variegated, imperfect, but nevertheless preferable world that he sees in The Only
Superpower.
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