WHAT IS REVIEW OF LITERATURE IN RESEARCH pdf
1: The Literature Review: A Few Tips On Conducting It | Writing Advice
A literature review is likewise not a collection of quotes and paraphrasing from other sources. A good literature review
should critically evaluate the quality and findings of the research. A good literature review should avoid the temptation of
stressing the importance of a particular research program.

Now, for the second main section of your research report you need to write a summary of the main studies and
research related to your topic. This review of the professional literature relevant to your research question will
help to contextualize, or frame, your research. It will also give readers the necessary background to understand
your research. In a review of the literature, you do not merely summarize the research findings that others
have reported. You may find that some published research is not valid. If it also runs counter to your
hypothesis, you may want to critique it in your review. Doing this can strengthen the rationale for conducting
your research. Selecting the studies to include in the review: You do not need to report on every published
study in the area of your research topic. Choose those studies which are most relevant and most important.
After you have decided which studies to review, you must decide how to order them. In making your
selection, keep your research question in mind. It should be your most important guide in determining what
other studies are revelant. Many people simple create a list of one-paragraph summaries in chronological
order. This is not always the most effective way to organize your review. You should consider other ways,
such as For example, You may write about those studies that disagree with your hypothesis, and then discuss
those that agree with it. Yet another way to organize the studies in your review is to group them according to a
particular variable, such as age level of the subjects child studies, adult studies, etc. The end of the review: The
purpose of your review of the literature was to set the stage for your own research. Therefore, you should
conclude the review with a statement of your hypothesis, or focused research question. When this is done, you
are ready to proceed with part three of your research report, in which you explain the methods you used.
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2: What is a Literature Review? - Literature Review - LibGuides at Morehead State University
A literature review or narrative review is a type of review article. A literature review is a scholarly paper, which includes
the current knowledge including substantive findings, as well as theoretical and methodological contributions to a
particular topic.

Characteristics[ edit ] A systematic review aims to provide a complete, exhaustive summary of current
literature relevant to a research question. The first step in conducting a systematic review is to create a
structured question to guide the review. The Methodology section of a systematic review will list all of the
databases and citation indexes that were searched such as Web of Science , Embase , and PubMed and any
individual journals that were searched. The titles and abstracts of identified articles are checked against
pre-determined criteria for eligibility and relevance to form an inclusion set. This set will relate back to the
research problem. Each included study may be assigned an objective assessment of methodological quality
preferably by using methods conforming to the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and
Meta-Analyses PRISMA statement the current guideline [8] or the high quality standards of Cochrane. An
additional rater may be consulted to resolve any scoring differences between raters. Groups like the Campbell
Collaboration are promoting the use of systematic reviews in policy-making beyond just healthcare. A
systematic review uses an objective and transparent approach for research synthesis, with the aim of
minimizing bias. While many systematic reviews are based on an explicit quantitative meta-analysis of
available data, there are also qualitative reviews which adhere to standards for gathering, analyzing and
reporting evidence. Defining a question and agreeing an objective method. For example, only selecting
research that is good quality and answers the defined question. This combination of data can be visualised
using a blobbogram also called a forest plot. Research fields[ edit ] Medicine and biology[ edit ] The Cochrane
is a group of over 37, specialists in healthcare who systematically review randomised trials of the effects of
prevention, treatments and rehabilitation as well as health systems interventions. When appropriate, they also
include the results of other types of research. Diagnostic test accuracy reviews assess how well a diagnostic
test performs in diagnosing and detecting a particular disease. Methodology reviews address issues relevant to
how systematic reviews and clinical trials are conducted and reported. Qualitative reviews synthesize
qualitative and quantitative evidence to address questions on aspects other than effectiveness. Overviews of
Systematic Reviews OoRs are a new type of study in order to compile multiple evidence from systematic
reviews into a single document that is accessible and useful to serve as a friendly front end for the Cochrane
Collaboration with regard to healthcare decision-making. The Cochrane Collaboration provides a handbook
for systematic reviewers of interventions which "provides guidance to authors for the preparation of Cochrane
Intervention reviews. The Campbell Collaboration "helps people make well-informed decisions by preparing,
maintaining and disseminating systematic reviews in education, crime and justice, social welfare and
international development. The Campbell Collaboration was created in and the inaugural meeting in
Philadelphia, USA, attracted 85 participants from 13 countries. Early attempts to transfer the procedures from
medicine to business research have been made by Tranfield et al. Based on the experiences they have made in
their own discipline, these authors have adapted the methodological steps and developed a standard procedure
for conducting systematic literature reviews in business and economics. They proposed several solutions,
including limiting studies in meta-analyses and reviews to registered clinical trials, requiring that original data
be made available for statistical checking, paying greater attention to sample size estimates, and eliminating
dependence on only published data. Some of these difficulties were noted early on as described by Altman:
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3: Literature review - Wikipedia
A literature review surveys books, scholarly articles, and any other sources relevant to a particular issue, area of
research, or theory, and by so doing, provides a description, summary, and critical evaluation of these works in relation
to the research problem being investigated.

Study guide For a printer-friendly PDF version of this guide, click here This Study Guide explains why
literature reviews are needed, and how they can be conducted and reported. Related Study Guides are:
Referencing and bibliographies , Avoiding plagiarism , Writing a dissertation , What is critical reading? What
is critical writing? The focus of the Study Guide is the literature review within a dissertation or a thesis, but
many of the ideas are transferable to other kinds of writing, such as an extended essay, or a report. What is a
literature review? The ability to review, and to report on relevant literature is a key academic skill. To some
extent, particularly with postgraduate research, the literature review can become a project in itself. It is an
important showcase of your talents of: The process of conducting and reporting your literature review can help
you clarify your own thoughts about your study. It can also establish a framework within which to present and
analyse the findings. After reading your literature review, it should be clear to the reader that you have
up-to-date awareness of the relevant work of others, and that the research question you are asking is relevant.
Be wary of saying that your research will solve a problem, or that it will change practice. Why do I need a
literature review? When readers come to your assignment, dissertation, or thesis, they will not just assume that
your research or analysis is a good idea; they will want to be persuaded that it is relevant and that it was worth
doing. They will ask questions such as: What research question s are you asking? Has anyone else done
anything similar? What is already known or understood about this topic? How might your research add to this
understanding, or challenge existing theories and beliefs? These are questions that you will already probably
be asking yourself. You will also need to be ready to answer them in a viva if you will be having one. A
critical review It is important that your literature review is more than just a list of references with a short
description of each one. What is critical reading? This very short statement contains some key concepts, which
are examined in the table below. The term now encompasses a wide range of web-based sources, in addition to
the more traditional books and print journals. Increased ease of access to a wider range of published material
has also increased the need for careful and clear critique of sources. You need to demonstrate to your reader
that you are examining your sources with a critical approach, and not just believing them automatically.
Interpretation You need to be actively involved in interpreting the literature that you are reviewing, and in
explaining that interpretation to the reader, rather than just listing what others have written. Your
interpretation of each piece of evidence is just that: Your interpretation may be self-evident to you, but it may
not be to everyone else. You need to critique your own interpretation of material, and to present your rationale,
so that your reader can follow your thinking. Creating a synthesis is, in effect, like building interpretation upon
interpretation. It is essential to check that you have constructed your synthesis well, and with sufficient
supporting evidence. When to review the literature With small-scale writing projects, the literature review is
likely to be done just once; probably before the writing begins. With longer projects such as a dissertation for
a Masters degree, and certainly with a PhD, the literature review process will be more extended. There are
three stages at which a review of the literature is needed: This can involve further review with perhaps a
slightly different focus from that of your initial review. This applies especially to people doing PhDs on a
part-time basis, where their research might extend over six or more years. You need to be able to demonstrate
that you are aware of current issues and research, and to show how your research is relevant within a changing
context. Staff and students in your area can be good sources of ideas about where to look for relevant
literature. They may already have copies of articles that you can work with. If you attend a conference or
workshop with a wider group of people, perhaps from other universities, you can take the opportunity to ask
other attendees for recommendations of articles or books relevant to your area of research. Each department or
school has assigned to it a specialist Information Librarian. You can find the contact details for the
Information Librarian for your own area via the Library web pages. This person can help you identify relevant
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sources, and create effective electronic searches: You can then begin your process of evaluating the quality
and relevance of what you read, and this can guide you to more focussed further reading. Taylor and Procter of
The University of Toronto have some useful suggested questions to ask yourself at the beginning of your
reading: What is the specific thesis, problem, or research question that my literature review helps to define?
What type of literature review am I conducting? Am I looking at issues of theory? What is the scope of my
literature review? What types of publications am I using e. What discipline s am I working in e. What time
period am I interested in? You may also want to make a clear decision about whether to start with a very
narrow focus and work outwards, or to start wide before focussing in. You may even want to do both at once.
It is a good idea to decide your strategy on this, rather than drifting into one or the other. It can give you a
degree of control, in what can feel like an overwhelming and uncontrollable stage of the research process.
Ways of finding relevant material Electronic sources Searching electronic databases is probably the quickest
way to access a lot of material. Guidance will be available via your own department or school and via the
relevant Information Librarian. There may also be key sources of publications for your subject that are
accessible electronically, such as collections of policy documents, standards, archive material, videos, and
audio-recordings. References of references If you can find a few really useful sources, it can be a good idea to
check through their reference lists to see the range of sources that they referred to. This can be particularly
useful if you find a review article that evaluates other literature in the field. This will then provide you with a
long reference list, and some evaluation of the references it contains. An electronic search may throw up a
huge number of hits, but there are still likely to be other relevant articles that it has not detected. So, despite
having access to electronic databases and to electronic searching techniques, it can be surprisingly useful to
have a pile of journals actually on your desk, and to look through the contents pages, and the individual
articles. Often hand searching of journals will reveal ideas about focus, research questions, methods,
techniques, or interpretations that had not occurred to you. Sometimes even a key idea can be discovered in
this way. It is therefore probably worth allocating some time to sitting in the library, with issues from the last
year or two of the most relevant journals for your research topic, and reviewing them for anything of
relevance. EndNote and RefWorks are software packages that you can use to collect and store details of your
references, and your comments on them. As you review the references, remember to be a critical reader see
Study Guide What is critical reading? Keeping a record Keeping a record of your search strategy is useful, to
prevent you duplicating effort by doing the same search twice, or missing out a significant and relevant sector
of literature because you think you have already done that search. Increasingly, examiners at post-graduate
level are looking for the detail of how you chose which evidence you decided to refer to. They will want to
know how you went about looking for relevant material, and your process of selection and omission. You
need to check what is required within your own discipline. If you are required to record and present your
search strategy, you may be able to include the technical details of the search strategy as an appendix to your
thesis. Plagiarism Plagiarism is regarded as a serious offence by all Universities, and you need to make sure
that you do not, even accidentally, commit plagiarism. It can happen accidentally, for example, if you are
careless in your note-taking. This can mean that you get mixed up over what is an exact quote, and what you
have written in your own words; or over what was an idea of your own that you jotted down, or an idea from
some text. This has the advantage that, when you come to use that example in your writing up, you can
choose: Help is available regarding how to avoid plagiarism and it is worth checking it out. Your department
will have its own guidance. When to stop It is important to keep control of the reading process, and to keep
your research focus in mind. Rudestam and Newton It is also important to see the writing stage as part of the
research process, not something that happens after you have finished reading the literature. Wellington et al It
is often not until you start explaining something in writing that you find where your argument is weak, and
you need to collect more evidence. A skill that helps in curtailing the reading is: Decisions need to be made
about where to focus your reading, and where you can refer briefly to an area but explain why you will not be
going into it in more detail. Writing it up The task of shaping a logical and effective report of a literature
review is undeniably challenging. Some useful guidance on how to approach the writing up is given by
Wellington et al It must relate to your study. It must be clear to the reader where it is going: Wherever
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possible, use original source material rather than summaries or reviews by others. Engage in a dialogue with
the literature, you are not just providing a summary. Often, the literature review will end with a statement of
the research question s. Having a lot of literature to report on can feel overwhelming. It is important to keep
the focus on your study, rather than on the literature Wellington
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4: What is a Literature Review?
The main focus of an academic research paper is to develop a new argument, and a research paper is likely to contain a
literature review as one of its parts. In a research paper, you use the literature as a foundation and as support for a new
insight that you contribute.

A literature review is an account of what has been published on a topic by accredited scholars and researchers.
Occasionally you will be asked to write one as a separate assignment sometimes in the form of an annotated
bibliographyâ€”see the bottom of the next page , but more often it is part of the introduction to an essay,
research report, or thesis. In writing the literature review, your purpose is to convey to your reader what
knowledge and ideas have been established on a topic, and what their strengths and weaknesses are. As a piece
of writing, the literature review must be defined by a guiding concept e. It is not just a descriptive list of the
material available, or a set of summaries Besides enlarging your knowledge about the topic, writing a
literature review lets you gain and demonstrate skills in two areas information seeking: A literature review
must do these things be organized around and related directly to the thesis or research question you are
developing synthesize results into a summary of what is and is not known identify areas of controversy in the
literature formulate questions that need further research Ask yourself questions like these: What is the specific
thesis, problem, or research question that my literature review helps to define? What type of literature review
am I conducting? Am I looking at issues of theory? What is the scope of my literature review? What types of
publications am I using e. What discipline am I working in e. How good was my information seeking? Has it
been narrow enough to exclude irrelevant material? Have I critically analysed the literature I use? Do I follow
through a set of concepts and questions, comparing items to each other in the ways they deal with them?
Instead of just listing and summarizing items, do I assess them, discussing strengths and weaknesses? Have I
cited and discussed studies contrary to my perspective? Will the reader find my literature review relevant,
appropriate, and useful? Ask yourself questions like these about each book or article you include: Is it clearly
defined? Is its significance scope, severity, relevance clearly established? Could the problem have been
approached more effectively from another perspective? What is the relationship between the theoretical and
research perspectives? Does the author include literature taking positions she or he does not agree with? In a
research study, how good are the basic components of the study design e. How accurate and valid are the
measurements? Is the analysis of the data accurate and relevant to the research question? Are the conclusions
validly based upon the data and analysis? In material written for a popular readership, does the author use
appeals to emotion, one-sided examples, or rhetorically-charged language and tone? How does the author
structure the argument? In what ways does this book or article contribute to our understanding of the problem
under study, and in what ways is it useful for practice? What are the strengths and limitations? How does this
book or article relate to the specific thesis or question I am developing? A literature review is a piece of
discursive prose, not a list describing or summarizing one piece of literature after another. Instead, organize
the literature review into sections that present themes or identify trends, including relevant theory. You are not
trying to list all the material published, but to synthesize and evaluate it according to the guiding concept of
your thesis or research question If you are writing an annotated bibliography, you may need to summarize
each item briefly, but should still follow through themes and concepts and do some critical assessment of
material. Use an overall introduction and conclusion to state the scope of your coverage and to formulate the
question, problem, or concept your chosen material illuminates. Usually you will have the option of grouping
items into sectionsâ€”this helps you indicate comparisons and relationships. You may be able to write a
paragraph or so to introduce the focus of each section.
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5: Types of Literature - Literature Reviews - GSU Library Research Guides at Georgia State University
Reviewing the research literature means finding, reading, and summarizing the published research relevant to your
question. An empirical research report written in American Psychological Association (APA) style always includes a
written literature review, but it is important to review the literature early in the research process for several reasons.

Decide on a topic It will help you considerably if your topic for your literature review is the one on which you
intend to do your final M. However, you may pick any scholarly topic. Identify the literature that you will
review: Familiarize yourself with online databases see UMD library resource links below for help with this ,
identifying relevant databases in your field of study. Using relevant databases, search for literature sources
using Google Scholar and also searching using Furl search all sources, including the Furl accounts of other
Furl members. Some tips for identifying suitable literature and narrowing your search: Start with a general
descriptor from the database thesaurus or one that you know is already a well defined descriptor based on past
work that you have done in this field. You will need to experiment with different searches, such as limiting
your search to descriptors that appear only in the document titles, or in both the document title and in the
abstract. Redefine your topic if needed: Try to narrow it to a specific area of interest within the broad area that
you have chosen remember: It is a good idea, as part of your literature search, to look for existing literature
reviews that have already been written on this topic. Import your references into your RefWorks account see:
Refworks Import Directions for guide on how to do this from different databases. You can also enter
references manually into RefWorks if you need to. Analyze the literature Once you have identified and located
the articles for your review, you need to analyze them and organize them before you begin writing: Skim the
articles to get an idea of the general purpose and content of the article focus your reading here on the abstract,
introduction and first few paragraphs, the conclusion of each article. You can take notes onto note cards or
into a word processing document instead or as well as using RefWorks, but having your notes in RefWorks
makes it easy to organize your notes later. Group the articles into categories e. You can record the topics in the
same box as before User 1 or use User 2 box for the topic s under which you have chosen to place this article.
Decide on the format in which you will take notes as you read the articles as mentioned above, you can do this
in RefWorks. You can also do this using a Word Processor, or a concept mapping program like Inspiration
free 30 trial download , a data base program e. Access or File Maker Pro , in an Excel spreadsheet, or the
"old-fashioned" way of using note cards. Be consistent in how you record notes. Note key statistics that you
may want to use in the introduction to your review. Select useful quotes that you may want to include in your
review. If you copy the exact words from an article, be sure to cite the page number as you will need this
should you decide to use the quote when you write your review as direct quotes must always be accompanied
by page references. Since different research studies focus on different aspects of the issue being studied, each
article that you read will have different emphases, strengths. Your role as a reviewer is to evaluate what you
read, so that your review is not a mere description of different articles, but rather a critical analysis that makes
sense of the collection of articles that you are reviewing. Identify major trends or patterns: As you read a range
of articles on your topic, you should make note of trends and patterns over time as reported in the literature.
This step requires you to synthesize and make sense of what you read, since these patterns and trends may not
be spelled out in the literature, but rather become apparent to you as you review the big picture that has
emerged over time. Your analysis can make generalizations across a majority of studies, but should also note
inconsistencies across studies and over time. Identify gaps in the literature, and reflect on why these might
exist based on the understandings that you have gained by reading literature in this field of study. These gaps
will be important for you to address as you plan and write your review. Identify relationships among studies:
You may also note that studies fall into different categories categories that you see emerging or ones that are
already discussed in the literature. When you write your review, you should address these relationships and
different categories and discuss relevant studies using this as a framework. Keep your review focused on your
topic: As you take notes, record which specific aspects of the article you are reading are relevant to your topic
as you read you will come up with key descriptors that you can record in your notes that will help you
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organize your findings when you come to write up your review. If you are using an electronic form of note
taking, you might note these descriptors in a separate field e. Evaluate your references for currency and
coverage: Although you can always find more articles on your topic, you have to decide at what point you are
finished with collecting new resources so that you can focus on writing up your findings. However, before you
begin writing, you must evaluate your reference list to ensure that it is up to date and has reported the most
current work. Typically a review will cover the last five years, but should also refer to any landmark studies
prior to this time if they have significance in shaping the direction of the field. If you include studies prior to
the past five years that are not landmark studies, you should defend why you have chosen these rather than
more current ones. Summarize the literature in table or concept map format Galvan recommends building
tables as a key way to help you overview, organize, and summarize your findings, and suggests that including
one or more of the tables that you create may be helpful in your literature review. If you do include tables as
part of your review each must be accompanied by an analysis that summarizes, interprets and synthesizes the
literature that you have charted in the table. The advantage of using Excel is that it enables you to sort your
findings according to a variety of factors e. Definitions of key terms and concepts. Research methods
Summary of research results Step 6: Synthesize the literature prior to writing your review Using the notes that
you have taken and summary tables, develop an outline of your final review. The following are the key steps
as outlined by Galvan In the case of this Educ introductory literature review, your initial purpose is to provide
an overview of the topic that is of interest to you, demonstrating your understanding of key works and
concepts within your chosen area of focus. You are also developing skills in reviewing and writing, to provide
a foundation on which you will build in subsequent courses within your M. Consider how you reassemble
your notes: A literature review is not series of annotations like an annotated bibliography. In the case of a
literature review, you are really creating a new forest, which you will build by using the trees you found in the
literature you read. You may find the program Inspiration useful in mapping out your argument and once you
have created this in a concept map form, Inspiration enables you to convert this to a text outline merely by
clicking on the "outline" button. This can then be exported into a Microsoft Word document. Reorganize your
notes according to the path of your argument Within each topic heading, note differences among studies.
Within each topic heading, look for obvious gaps or areas needing more research. Plan to describe relevant
theories. Plan to discuss how individual studies relate to and advance theory Plan to summarize periodically
and, again near the end of the review Plan to present conclusions and implications Plan to suggest specific
directions for future research near the end of the review Flesh out your outline with details from your analysis
Step 7: Writing the review Galvan, Developing a coherent essay Galvan, Aim for a clear and cohesive essay
that integrates the key details of the literature and communicates your point of view a literature is not a series
of annotated articles. Use subheadings, especially in long reviews Use transitions to help trace your argument
If your topic teaches across disciplines, consider reviewing studies from each discipline separately Write a
conclusion for the end of the review: Provide closure so that the path of the argument ends with a conclusion
of some kind. How you end the review, however, will depend on your reason for writing it. If the review was
written to stand alone, as is the case of a term paper or a review article for publication, the conclusion needs to
make clear how the material in the body of the review has supported the assertion or proposition presented in
the introduction. On the other hand, a review in a thesis, dissertation, or journal article presenting original
research usually leads to the research questions that will be addressed. Check the flow of your argument for
coherence.
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6: Systematic review - Wikipedia
literature review As part of the planning process you should have done a LITERATURE REVIEW, which is a survey of
important articles, books and other sources pertaining to your research topic. Now, for the second main section of your
research report you need to write a summary of the main studies and research related to your topic.

Gale Encyclopedia of Genetic Disorders, Oxford Handbook of Internal Medicine Types of Scientific
Publications These examples and descriptions of publication types will give you an idea of how to use various
works and why you would want to write a particular kind of paper. Scholarly article aka empirical article
Review article Conference paper Scholarly aka empirical article -- example Empirical studies use data derived
from observation or experiment. Original research papers also called primary research articles that describe
empirical studies and their results are published in academic journals. Articles that report empirical research
contain different sections which relate to the steps of the scientific method. Abstract - The abstract provides a
very brief summary of the research. Introduction - The introduction sets the research in a context, which
provides a review of related research and develops the hypotheses for the research. Method - The method
section describes how the research was conducted. Results - The results section describes the outcomes of the
study. Discussion - The discussion section contains the interpretations and implications of the study.
References - A references section lists the articles, books, and other material cited in the report. Review article
-- example A review article summarizes a particular field of study and places the recent research in context. It
provides an overview and is an excellent introduction to a subject area. The references used in a review article
are helpful as they lead to more in-depth research. Many databases have limits or filters to search for review
articles. You can also search by keywords like review article, survey, overview, summary, etc. Conference
proceedings, abstracts and reports -- example Conference proceedings, abstracts and reports are not usually
peer-reviewed. A conference article is similar to a scholarly article insofar as it is academic. Conference
articles are published much more quickly than scholarly articles. You can find conference papers in many of
the same places as scholarly articles. To identify an article based on empirical research, look for the following
characteristics: The article is published in a peer-reviewed journal. The article includes charts, graphs, or
statistical analysis. The article is substantial in size, likely to be more than 5 pages long. The article contains
the following parts the exact terms may vary:
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7: Writing the Literature Review
Integrative Review Considered a form of research that reviews, critiques, and synthesizes representative literature on a
topic in an integrated way such that new frameworks and perspectives on the topic are generated. The body of literature
includes all studies that address related or identical hypotheses.

Bibliography Definition A literature review surveys books, scholarly articles, and any other sources relevant to
a particular issue, area of research, or theory, and by so doing, provides a description, summary, and critical
evaluation of these works in relation to the research problem being investigated. Literature reviews are
designed to provide an overview of sources you have explored while researching a particular topic and to
demonstrate to your readers how your research fits within a larger field of study. Conducting Research
Literature Reviews: From the Internet to Paper. Importance of a Good Literature Review A literature review
may consist of simply a summary of key sources, but in the social sciences, a literature review usually has an
organizational pattern and combines both summary and synthesis, often within specific conceptual categories.
A summary is a recap of the important information of the source, but a synthesis is a re-organization, or a
reshuffling, of that information in a way that informs how you are planning to investigate a research problem.
The analytical features of a literature review might: Give a new interpretation of old material or combine new
with old interpretations, Trace the intellectual progression of the field, including major debates, Depending on
the situation, evaluate the sources and advise the reader on the most pertinent or relevant research, or Usually
in the conclusion of a literature review, identify where gaps exist in how a problem has been researched to
date. The purpose of a literature review is to: Place each work in the context of its contribution to
understanding the research problem being studied. Describe the relationship of each work to the others under
consideration. Identify new ways to interpret prior research. Reveal any gaps that exist in the literature.
Resolve conflicts amongst seemingly contradictory previous studies. Identify areas of prior scholarship to
prevent duplication of effort. Point the way in fulfilling a need for additional research. Locate your own
research within the context of existing literature [very important]. Sage, ; Hart, Chris. Doing a Literature
Review: Releasing the Social Science Research Imagination. Sage Publications, ; Jesson, Jill. Doing Your
Literature Review: Traditional and Systematic Techniques. Political Science and Politics 39 January A
Step-by-Step Guide for Students. Types of Literature Reviews It is important to think of knowledge in a given
field as consisting of three layers. First, there are the primary studies that researchers conduct and publish.
Second are the reviews of those studies that summarize and offer new interpretations built from and often
extending beyond the primary studies. Third, there are the perceptions, conclusions, opinion, and
interpretations that are shared informally that become part of the lore of field. In composing a literature
review, it is important to note that it is often this third layer of knowledge that is cited as "true" even though it
often has only a loose relationship to the primary studies and secondary literature reviews. Given this, while
literature reviews are designed to provide an overview and synthesis of pertinent sources you have explored,
there are a number of approaches you could adopt depending upon the type of analysis underpinning your
study. Types of Literature Reviews Argumentative Review This form examines literature selectively in order
to support or refute an argument, deeply imbedded assumption, or philosophical problem already established
in the literature. The purpose is to develop a body of literature that establishes a contrarian viewpoint. Given
the value-laden nature of some social science research [e. However, note that they can also introduce problems
of bias when they are used to make summary claims of the sort found in systematic reviews [see below].
Integrative Review Considered a form of research that reviews, critiques, and synthesizes representative
literature on a topic in an integrated way such that new frameworks and perspectives on the topic are
generated. The body of literature includes all studies that address related or identical hypotheses or research
problems. A well-done integrative review meets the same standards as primary research in regard to clarity,
rigor, and replication. This is the most common form of review in the social sciences. Historical Review Few
things rest in isolation from historical precedent. Historical literature reviews focus on examining research
throughout a period of time, often starting with the first time an issue, concept, theory, phenomena emerged in
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the literature, then tracing its evolution within the scholarship of a discipline. The purpose is to place research
in a historical context to show familiarity with state-of-the-art developments and to identify the likely
directions for future research. Methodological Review A review does not always focus on what someone said
[findings], but how they came about saying what they say [method of analysis]. Reviewing methods of
analysis provides a framework of understanding at different levels [i. This approach helps highlight ethical
issues which you should be aware of and consider as you go through your own study. Systematic Review This
form consists of an overview of existing evidence pertinent to a clearly formulated research question, which
uses pre-specified and standardized methods to identify and critically appraise relevant research, and to
collect, report, and analyze data from the studies that are included in the review. The goal is to deliberately
document, critically evaluate, and summarize scientifically all of the research about a clearly defined research
problem. Typically it focuses on a very specific empirical question, often posed in a cause-and-effect form,
such as "To what extent does A contribute to B? Theoretical Review The purpose of this form is to examine
the corpus of theory that has accumulated in regard to an issue, concept, theory, phenomena. The theoretical
literature review helps to establish what theories already exist, the relationships between them, to what degree
the existing theories have been investigated, and to develop new hypotheses to be tested. Often this form is
used to help establish a lack of appropriate theories or reveal that current theories are inadequate for
explaining new or emerging research problems. The unit of analysis can focus on a theoretical concept or a
whole theory or framework. Sage Publications, ; Kennedy, Mary M. Systematic Reviews in the Social
Sciences: Blackwell Publishers, ; Torracro, Richard. Terms, Functions, and Distinctions. Systematic
Approaches to a Successful Literature Review. Structure and Writing Style I. Thinking About Your Literature
Review The structure of a literature review should include the following: An overview of the subject, issue, or
theory under consideration, along with the objectives of the literature review, Division of works under review
into themes or categories [e. The critical evaluation of each work should consider: Methodology -- were the
techniques used to identify, gather, and analyze the data appropriate to addressing the research problem? Was
the sample size appropriate? Were the results effectively interpreted and reported? Does the work ultimately
contribute in any significant way to an understanding of the subject? Development of the Literature Review
Four Stages 1. Problem formulation -- which topic or field is being examined and what are its component
issues? Literature search -- finding materials relevant to the subject being explored. Data evaluation -determining which literature makes a significant contribution to the understanding of the topic. Analysis and
interpretation -- discussing the findings and conclusions of pertinent literature. Consider the following issues
before writing the literature review: Clarify If your assignment is not very specific about what form your
literature review should take, seek clarification from your professor by asking these questions: Roughly how
many sources should I include? What types of sources should I review books, journal articles, websites;
scholarly versus popular sources? Should I summarize, synthesize, or critique sources by discussing a
common theme or issue? Should I evaluate the sources? Find Models Use the exercise of reviewing the
literature to examine how authors in your discipline or area of interest have composed their literature review
sections. Read them to get a sense of the types of themes you might want to look for in your own research or
to identify ways to organize your final review. Narrow the Topic The narrower your topic, the easier it will be
to limit the number of sources you need to read in order to obtain a good survey of relevant resources. A good
strategy is to begin by searching the HOMER catalog for books about the topic and review the table of
contents for chapters that focuses on specific issues. You can also review the indexes of books to find
references to specific issues that can serve as the focus of your research. For example, a book surveying the
history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict may include a chapter on the role Egypt has played in mediating the
conflict, or look in the index for the pages where Egypt is mentioned in the text. Consider Whether Your
Sources are Current Some disciplines require that you use information that is as current as possible. This is
particularly true in disciplines in medicine and the sciences where research conducted becomes obsolete very
quickly as new discoveries are made. However, when writing a review in the social sciences, a survey of the
history of the literature may be required. In other words, a complete understanding the research problem
requires you to deliberately examine how knowledge and perspectives have changed over time. Sort through
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other current bibliographies or literature reviews in the field to get a sense of what your discipline expects.
You can also use this method to explore what is considered by scholars to be a "hot topic" and what is not.
Ways to Organize Your Literature Review Chronology of Events If your review follows the chronological
method, you could write about the materials according to when they were published. This approach should
only be followed if a clear path of research building on previous research can be identified and that these
trends follow a clear chronological order of development. For example, a literature review that focuses on
continuing research about the emergence of German economic power after the fall of the Soviet Union. By
Publication Order your sources by publication chronology, then, only if the order demonstrates a more
important trend. However, progression of time may still be an important factor in a thematic review. The only
difference here between a "chronological" and a "thematic" approach is what is emphasized the most: Note
however that more authentic thematic reviews tend to break away from chronological order. A review
organized in this manner would shift between time periods within each section according to the point made.
Methodological A methodological approach focuses on the methods utilized by the researcher. For the Internet
in American presidential politics project, one methodological approach would be to look at cultural differences
between the portrayal of American presidents on American, British, and French websites. Or the review might
focus on the fundraising impact of the Internet on a particular political party.
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8: What is the difference between a research paper and a review paper? | Editage Insights
A literature review summarizes and synthesizes the existing scholarly research on a particular topic. Literature reviews
are a form of academic writing commonly used in the sciences, social sciences, and humanities. However, unlike
research papers, which establish new arguments and make original.

Organize the literature review into sections that present themes or identify trends, including relevant theory.
You are not trying to list all the material published, but to synthesize and evaluate it according to the guiding
concept of your thesis or research question. What is a literature review? A literature review is an account of
what has been published on a topic by accredited scholars and researchers. Occasionally you will be asked to
write one as a separate assignment, but more often it is part of the introduction to an essay, research report, or
thesis. In writing the literature review, your purpose is to convey to your reader what knowledge and ideas
have been established on a topic, and what their strengths and weaknesses are. As a piece of writing, the
literature review must be defined by a guiding concept e. It is not just a descriptive list of the material
available, or a set of summaries A literature review must do these things: Am I looking at issues of theory?
What types of publications am I using e. What discipline am I working in e. How good was my information
seeking? Has it been narrow enough to exclude irrelevant material? Do I follow through a set of concepts and
questions, comparing items to each other in the ways they deal with them? Instead of just listing and
summarizing items, do I assess them, discussing strengths and weaknesses? Will the reader find my literature
review relevant, appropriate, and useful? Ask yourself questions like these about each book or article you
include: Is it clearly defined? Is its significance scope, severity, relevance clearly established? Could the
problem have been approached more effectively from another perspective? What is the relationship between
the theoretical and research perspectives? Does the author include literature taking positions she or he does not
agree with? In a research study, how good are the basic components of the study design e. How accurate and
valid are the measurements? Is the analysis of the data accurate and relevant to the research question? Are the
conclusions validly based upon the data and analysis? In material written for a popular readership, does the
author use appeals to emotion, one-sided examples, or rhetorically-charged language and tone? Is there an
objective basis to the reasoning, or is the author merely "proving" what he or she already believes? How does
the author structure the argument? Can you "deconstruct" the flow of the argument to see whether or where it
breaks down logically e. In what ways does this book or article contribute to our understanding of the problem
under study, and in what ways is it useful for practice? What are the strengths and limitations? How does this
book or article relate to the specific thesis or question I am developing?
9: "Review of Literature" UW-Madison Writing Center Writer's Handbook
The literature review surveys scholarly articles, books, and other sources relevant to a particular area of research or
interest. Within the review the author provides a description, summary and critical evaluation of each source, i.e. the
strengths and weaknesses.
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