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by law to preside over a court or at a hearing adjudicating traffic infractions. (m) "Department" means the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, defined in section , Florida Statutes, or the appropriate division.

Suspensions Failure to Comply with or Appear at a Traffic Summons, or Failure to Pay a Fine A driver license
will be suspended indefinitely if the driver fails to comply with or appear at a traffic summons, or fails to pay
a fine. Some traffic courts allow payment for the traffic summons online via credit card. The Bureau of
Motorist Compliance P. Box Make Check Payable to the Division of Motorist Services Failure to Complete
Driver Improvement School A driver license will be suspended indefinitely if the driver fails to complete
court-ordered driver improvement school, or if the election was made but the driver did not or was not eligible
to attend. Box Tallahassee, Florida A clearance letter will be mailed to you. For out-of-state traffic summons
on a Florida driver record, contact the court that has jurisdiction. If more ticket information is needed, contact
the Bureau of Customer Services at If determined to be incapable of safely operating a motor vehicle, the
driving suspension lasts for one year. The suspended driver is not eligible for a hardship license in this case,
but may request a hearing to petition for one or two more opportunities to pass the test. A hardship license
restricts driving to employment or business purposes only. When the suspension has expired, then the subject
must pass the required exams before re-licensing. Point Accumulation on Driver Record Points are assigned
based on the type of conviction and remain on the driver record for at least five years from the date of
disposition conviction. The following chart shows the duration of suspension for each point accumulation
threshold: Points 12 points within 12 months day suspension 18 points within 18 months Three-month
suspension 24 points within 36 months One-year suspension Violation Not DUI-Related Resulting in Death or
Serious Bodily Injury A driver license will be suspended for three months to one year for a violation not
DUI-related resulting in death or serious bodily injury. Fraudulent Driver License A driver license will be
suspended for one year for fraudulently obtaining a driver license. The driver may petition the department for
a hearing to determine whether or not fraud has been committed. If, during the hearing, it is determined that
fraud was not committed, the suspension will be removed. If fraud is proven, the driver may apply for a
hardship license. Child Support Delinquency Delinquency in child support can result in an indefinite
suspension of driving privilege. If the suspension was ordered by the Department of Revenue DOR , call or
refer to their website. Please allow three to five business days for the electronic clearance to update. If the
suspension was ordered by a court, a driver may bring the court affidavit to a driver license office within 30
days for reinstatement. If a driver has more than one support suspension, a reinstatement fee will be required
to clear each suspension. For example, two reinstatement fee payments will be required for two child support
suspensions. If the clearance occurs before the suspension date, the suspension will be deleted and no fee is
required. The driver may be licensed if minimum vision standards are met. After one year from the effective
date of revocation, a driver may request a hardship license. If the hearing with the Administrative Reviews
office is favorable, the driver will be authorized to obtain a hardship license for the remainder of the
revocation period. Once the revocation period expires, the hardship restriction no longer applies. If the entire
HTO revocation period is served without a hardship license, a hearing with the Administrative Review Office
is not required. All 50 states and Washington, DC have websites with motor vehicle information for
consumers. Some states have separate agencies for driver licensing, vehicle registration and highway patrol
state police. Some traffic courts allow payment online via credit card. Clearing a Traffic Ticket Received in
Another State If a driver holds a Florida license and they received a ticket in another state, the ticket will be
sent to Florida to be added to the driver record. Florida law does not allow any school or program to remove
points for a ticket received in another state. Any unpaid ticket reported by another state will result in the
suspension of a Florida driver license. To clear the unpaid ticket from a Florida driving record, the driver must
obtain a paid receipt with the court seal of the county where the ticket was received and present it to DHSMV
via fax , mail , or in person at any Florida Driver License Office.. Some states have separate agencies for
driver licensing vehicle, registration and highway patrol State Police. You must present this receipt to
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DHSMV via fax , mail, or in-person at any service center. If a ticket is listed incorrectly on your Florida
driving record, please contact the Customer Service Center at
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You cannot request an extension if your civil traffic citation is past the due date. Extensions will not be given
over the phone. If you request an extension to pay your civil traffic citation, you waive your right to set a court
date for your citation. If you elect the option to pay the citation you will not be allowed to elect to attend
Driver Improvement School at a later date. If an incorrect amount has been entered on your citation in error,
the correct fee required by Florida Statute will be assessed and must be paid. There is a non-refundable 3.
Postmarked dates are not considered in determining time and a grace period will not be offered. DHSMV may
place a hold on any vehicle tag renewals. You must elect to attend Driver Improvement School at the time you
pay the citation. When you elect this option you agree to: Upon payment and submitting the Driver
Improvement School Certificate, adjudication of guilty will be withheld and no points will be assessed. If an
incorrect fee amount has been entered on your citation in error, the correct fee required by Florida Statute will
be assessed and must be paid. You may pay the applicable fees by one of the following options: Postmarked
dates are not considered in determining time. Unfortunately, we are unable to offer a grace period. It is not the
responsibility of the driving school. Have the defect corrected. The Affidavit of Compliance certifying the
defect was corrected is listed under option 6 on the citation. No points will be assessed. Request a Court Date
If you wish to contest your civil traffic citation you may schedule a court date by one of the following
methods: Court dates will not be made by telephone. Citations That Require a Court Appearance Citations that
require a mandatory court appearance include but are not limited to the following: Court dates for these
violations may not be scheduled using the online system. You must schedule a court date by one of the
following methods:
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How To Choose a Traffic Attorney Regardless of whether you are guilty or not, the law allows you to contest
any traffic infraction. Some of the following steps may prove to be useful in fighting your traffic ticket. There
are several initial options that may include: Try to negotiate with the district attorney to have your case
dismissed. Of course, this works well if you have a good driving record. Look up the exact statute of law that
you violated. Carefully read each item to see if you violated all of the conditions or only some of them. If you
can prove that you did not violate even one part of that specific law, the judge may dismiss the case. If you
speed was determined by using radar or laser guns, they must be properly calibrated and the officer has to be
certified in using these devices. Many states have laws that define how well an officer can conceal himself
while conducting traffic enforcement. Check the laws of your state to find out if they prohibit speed traps. Do
Not Be Intimidated by the Court Some people are intimidated by the court system and often just pay the fine.
However, most jurisdictions allow you to submit your version of events in writing directly to the court. You
may be able to get a reduced charge by pleading guilty with an explanation. If you were issued a ticket for
speeding, find out if the speed posted was an absolute speed limit or a presumed one. In some states, it is
lawful to speed up to avoid an emergency or to prevent an accident. Speeding tickets are issued in the interest
of safety. If you can prove to the judge that the speed you were traveling at was safe for the conditions, he or
she may reduce the fine or reduce the severity of the offense. Many states allow you to remove one traffic
violation from your record by completing a defensive driving class. Some states even allow you to attend
traffic school on-line. Community service may be an option in lieu of paying the fine for civil traffic
violations. You must appear in court to obtain information for this option. Contacting the Court and Obtaining
Information You can obtain information about your case by contacting the court specified on the Notice to
Appear citation. It may be possible to find information on their website regarding when and where to appear.
This may include instructions for paying tickets online, by phone, by mail or in person at the courthouse.
Gathering Research and Organizing Your Case Diagrams, Maps, and Pictures Pictures, eyewitness accounts
and diagrams can be extremely helpful in winning your case. Review the notes and any diagrams that you
made after the incident occurred. Analyze the facts and how they relate to the section of law that you were
charged with violating. You may want to make a drawing of the scene to show where your vehicle was and the
location of the officer. Testimony If you choose, you may testify on your own behalf; however, you cannot be
compelled to do so. Defendants who are prepared to explain their version of what happened in a clear, honest
and convincing manner have a good chance of winning their case. Witnesses You have the right to present
witnesses who were present at the time of your violation. This may be an individual that was a passenger in
your vehicle at the time, or it might be a pedestrian or the driver of another car that was present at the scene.
Before you ask a potential witness to testify on your behalf, you want to make sue they agree with your
version of the events. If you have more than one witness, organize your case by determining what each
witness will say and how their testimony will prove key facts about your case. Organize your witnesses by the
logical sequence of events. Begin by acquainting your witness with the various legal elements of your case
and the strategy you plan to use for your defense. Their testimony should support one or more key aspects of
your case. Every attorney rehearses a witness you should do the same if you plan to represent yourself in
court. You may wish to put yourself in the role of the prosecutor and ask the witness some questions that the
prosecution will use in their cross examination in order to properly prepare the witness for what to expect.
During your trial, you may request that witnesses not be permitted to sit in the courtroom before they give
their testimony. This prohibits the witnesses from molding their testimony to what the other witnesses say.
Sometimes a friendly witness will volunteer to stretch the truth on your behalf. This is never a good idea and a
skilled prosecutor may expose even a small lie. This involves making a written request for the disclosure of all
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notes or documents relevant to your case. Not many defendants request to see the evidence against them.
Often times, you may find that your discovery request is ignored. Cross Examination of a Police Officer The
purpose in cross-examining the officer is to demonstrate that there is reasonable doubt that you are guilty.
Your goal may be to have the officer admit that you did not violate every element of the law or that he was not
in a position to see your vehicle clearly. Since the he prosecution is the first to question the police officer, this
is your opportunity to make note of any discrepancies in his or her testimony. Limit yourself to short questions
that are phrased to help prove your side of the case. Always remember to be respectful of the officer during
questioning. Going to Traffic Court When you contest a traffic violation, the first time you appear in court is
called an "arraignment". This is your opportunity to either plead guilty and pay the fine or enter a plea of not
guilty and request a date for trial. It is your Constitutional right to a fair trial and you should take full
opportunity of this. Show up to your court early with all of your notes and be prepared to present your case.
You have the option to be represented by an attorney or you may present your own case at your hearing. The
judge will ask if you or your attorney and the prosecutor are ready to proceed to trial. The court will also
determine if all witnesses are present in the courtroom and ready to give testimony in the case. At this time,
you may request that the case against you be dismissed if the officer who issued the citation does not show up.
If all the parties are ready to proceed to trial, the prosecutor will present their case against you. The police
officer will be sworn in and testify as to the facts as they remember them. The defendant may offer opposing
evidence, argue the law, present supporting witnesses and cross-examine the law enforcement officer who
issued the citation. Outline the key points that you want to present in defending your case. You may point out
elements of the case that the prosecutor failed to prove and emphasize any extenuating circumstances in your
favor. Judge Trial Most traffic violations are heard before a judge. They rule on the admissibility of evidence
and the methods of conducting testimony. They also interpret the law to determine how the trial will proceed.
In many cases, the judge will order a pretrial hearing. This is done to listen to allegations and determine
whether the evidence presented merits a trial. In criminal cases, the judge may decide that individuals charged
with a crime should be held in jail pending trial. They also set the conditions for bail or if the person should be
allowed release on their own recognizance. Procedure A trial is a proceeding in which the prosecutors will try
to convince the court that you have committed the traffic violation with which you have been charged. Even
though traffic trials are somewhat informal, the court must comply with all of the established trial procedures.
There are very specific rules regarding the types of evidence the court may consider and the manner in which
the court can receive that evidence. These rules can be complicated, however, some basic parameters are: A
person may testify to facts about which he or she has firsthand knowledge. This means that they can testify
about things that they actually heard or witnessed. You may, but are not required to take the stand and testify
on your own behalf. If you do so without an attorney, you may testify in narrative form rather than asking
yourself questions. You cannot read from a prepared statement on the stand. If you wish to present evidence,
such as documents, photographs or diagrams, you must fully identify the object introduced and tell the court
how and when you obtained it. You must supply the court with enough information for it to determine whether
such evidence is what it purports to be and if it accurately represents what it claims to depict. While the court
will generally explain the reason for its refusal, it will be impossible for the court to fully apprise you of the
sum and substance of the evidentiary rules at trial. Both the prosecution and the defendant will have the
opportunity to present their case to the court. The prosecution presents its case first. Normally, it will call at
least one witness, which is usually the officer who issued the citation. After the prosecution has rested its case,
the defendant is given the opportunity to present their case. This may include the defendant testifying on their
own behalf in addition to witnesses that will help establish their innocence. Once you or any of your witnesses
have completed their testimony, the prosecutor can cross-examine that individual. Once all parties have
completed presenting their case, the court will render a judgment. Jury Trial Jury trials are only available for
misdemeanors and felonies and not for a simple traffic infraction. In these types of trials, juries are selected in
order to decide the guilt or innocence of the defendant. The right to a trial by jury in certain cases is
guaranteed by the Sixth Amendment to the United States Constitution. Any individual who is entitled to a jury
trial is entitled to a jury that represents the whole community. To plead guilty or not guilty to any violation
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with which you have been charged. To enter a plea of no contest and allow the Judge to make a finding of
guilty or not guilty from the facts of your case. To have your own attorney, or in certain cases, the public
defender represent you. To be granted a continuance to allow you to get an attorney and prepare a proper
defense.
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Florida Traffic Ticket Lawyer Traffic ticket? We can help you fight back. When you have received a ticket for
a traffic violation, you have several options. Pay the ticket and deal with the points, increased insurance, fines
or traffic school, or you can choose to fight back, with the help of Golden Traffic Ticket Law. Call to get
started. In many cases, the attorney may have to appear for you in court more than once, however, you are
never charged an additional fee by our office. Most important to you is our money back guarantee for civil
traffic infractions only. Some restrictions apply, and you should contact a Florida traffic ticket lawyer from
our firm immediately for details. Please note that fines and court costs could apply, and are additional. For
civil infractions, we guarantee or your money back: You will NOT be found guilty. You will NOT have to
appear in court. You will NOT have to attend driving school. And most importantly - you will NOT receive
any points on your permanent driving record extremely important for insurance rate purposes. Golden Traffic
Ticket Law has extensive experience in defending traffic violations, and offers a high level of professional
skill to people throughout Florida. They are prepared to discuss your case in a free personal consultation. It is
easy to contact our firm for a free consultation. Call toll free at and speak personally with Attorney Golden.
You can pay over the phone with a credit card, and a confirmation letter and receipt will be immediately sent
to you. There is no need to drive to the office, and usually no need to send the ticket. It only takes a few
minutes of your time, and you can save time and avoid driving to the courthouse to attend the hearing. I could
be the most important call you make, and we are here to help you fight to get your traffic tickets resolved as
quickly and easily as possible. When you call our office , you can speak directly with Attorney Golden. Our
firm is focused predominately on traffic law - as opposed some law firms that have many areas of practice. We
have a wealth of experience and will always act in your best interest. Not only are we good at what we do, our
lead attorney graduated Summa Cum Laude from law school, and has the skills and credentials to represent
you professionally. If you have gotten a traffic ticket , whether it is for speeding , traffic light violations , stop
sign violations , are in trouble regarding driving with a suspended license or driving with revoked license ,
were cited for a violation of the move over law , or are a young person charged with minor driving without
license , our firm knows exactly what to do. We also represent individuals accused of DUI , leaving the scene ,
charged with having an open container in the vehicle and other alcohol related criminal accusations. If you
were cited for any of the following infractions, you can have confidence that your ticket or charge will be
handled fast and professionally:
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There are two kinds of traffic tickets: Ones you can beat in traffic court and ones you can't. The problem is determining
which kind you got. If it's your first ticket in ten years and you expect it will be another decade before you get another
one, you may want to avoid this whole question, pay the.

Do more than get angryâ€”tell it to the judge. You can fight your Florida traffic ticket by pleading not guilty
and going to court. Read below for more. Pleading Not Guilty in Florida You have 30 days after receiving
your FL traffic ticket to inform the proper county clerk that you intend to fight the citation. How to do so
varies by county, but your ticket should provide all the specific information you need, including: Which court
to contact. How to contact the courtâ€”whether: After informing the court of your decision, you should receive
the location and time of your court date. Compiling any and all evidence to support your claim before going to
court is highly recommended. Traffic School Is in Session Traffic school can offer more than good grades.
Completing a course could help you avoid adding more points to your license as well as other benefits. Find
out more on our Florida defensive driving guide. At your trial, you or your attorney will get the chance to:
Question a police department representative. Once both sides present their case, the judicial officer in charge
will render a judgment on your Florida traffic ticket. Make sure to keep in mind all of the financial factors
involved in fighting your FL traffic citation, including: Additional court fines if you lose. Higher auto
insurance rate. Time off work to attend court. Car Insurance Rate Up? Your court case outcome and your auto
insurance rate may be very closely tied. Find out more with our guide to FL car insurance rates and traffic
tickets. Consequences of Fighting Your Ticket Once your trial ends, a decision will be made either for or
against you. Your traffic ticket will be dismissed and you will NOT: Need to pay the ticket fine. Keep the
violation on your driving record. However, if you lose and are found guilty, the incident will stay on your
driving record , and you may also have to: Pay additional court fees.
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How to Beat a Traffic Ticket in Florida: Advice From a Criminal Lawyer May 12, // by Christian Denmon Every day,
people across the great state of Florida are stopped, detained, and ticketed by law enforcement for allegedly committing
traffic infractions.

While most people decide to pay their ticket and move on with their lives, some choose to fight the ticket in
court. Of these people, a great majority retain a criminal lawyer to act in their place and handle the tickets for
them. However, a select few decide to handle the case themselves and set a hearing to fight the charge. This
article is for the people handling the cases themselves in Tampa, FL, and other areas of Florida. It can be an
eye-opening experience to go to Court and represent yourself on a traffic ticket. When I try cases, I always feel
that the potential jurors who have gone to court to fight a traffic ticket have a better understanding and
appreciation for the civic duty of serving on a jury. Perhaps because going to court has been a genuine
experience for them. First, the requisite warning: After all, the police officer who issued you your citation has
been the traffic court hundreds if not thousands of times. The hearing officer who will preside over your
hearing is likely an attorney who is skilled in the rules of evidence, and who has likewise heard hundreds if
not thousands of cases just like yours. Not to mention, a traffic ticket attorney will be familiar with the statutes
and case law governing your particular violation. Second, another requisite warning: The author is trying to
paint a general picture of what happens in a traffic court room. Realize all situations are different. If you are in
need of legal advice as it applies to your particular situation, please contact an attorney in your jurisdiction.
With that said, this article is dedicated to those citizens who believe the traffic ticket was unjust and unfair.
This is for the citizens who want to fight the ticket themselves in court. Without further ado, here are five
important things for you to remember when you head into court. Hopefully, this article will help you get your
case dismissed, or at least have the points withheld from your records. It can really be that simple. Unlike the
traditional criminal case, where the prosecutor is the person that is bringing the action against you, in a traffic
ticket case the officer that wrote the ticket against you is the person that is bringing the action. Many times, the
hearing officer will dismiss the case if the officer does not show up. Each jurisdiction is different, however. In
some jurisdictions, hearing officers will flat dismiss the case with no officer, no questions asked. Most hearing
officers, however, will grant the continuance on behalf of the officer if he contacts the court ahead of time and
asked for a continuance. She is often the lady that is sitting beside the judge. Ask if the officer has checked in.
Otherwise, look around the room! Do you see the officer who wrote you the ticket there? If not, then when
you are called to the podium informed the judge that you do not see the officer present, and tell him that you
are moving to dismiss the citation. With any luck, judge or hearing officer will grant your motion, and dismiss
the case. If you have a just reason, asked the officer if he will dismiss your case. Remember, the officer is the
person bringing the action against you. Accordingly, the officer has the power to dismiss the action against
you. Along the same vein, if your main concern is the points on your record, asked the officer if he has any
objection to a withhold of adjudication. A withhold of adjudication by the hearing officer of you traffic ticket
will keep points off your record. Most of the time, when evaluating your case, the hearing officer will ask the
cop what he thinks. If you can tell the hearing officer that the arresting officer does not object to a withhold of
adjudication, then you will have a better shot in front of the judge of keeping the points on your record. Ask
the Hearing Officer for a lesser fine in exchange for a plea The courtroom in many ways is like the rest of the
world: If you are going to plea to your traffic ticket, consider asking the judge if he would be willing to lower
the fine for you. Try to have a good reason. This does not always work either. However as the courts become
more strapped for cash, money now talks more than ever. That rarely goes over well. You need to go one way
or the other. Take the time to learn the law. Stop at the local law library to look for any case law that interprets
your statute. You may find a legal defense that will help you get your case dismissed. Hopefully, this article
will help those who wish to fight their traffic tickets themselves without a criminal lawyer in Tampa FL do so
successfully. While traffic tickets are just this civil matter, they can still be very intimidating going into a
courtroom and representing yourself. After all, the hearing officer and police officers are pros at this sort of
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thing. But if you understand the process and the possible results that you can achieve, then you have a good
chance of obtaining a favorable outcome. Ask to speak directly to a DUI attorney.
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Every individual found guilty of a traffic offense has the right to request an appeal from the appellate court. You may
present new evidence such as testimony, photographs, diagrams and other exhibits that were not produced at the time
of trial.

In almost all cases, the appellate court ONLY looks at two things: An appeal is NOT: A new trial with
witnesses. A chance to go to court and present your case all over again in front of a different judge. A chance
to present new evidence or new witnesses. The appellate court only reviews what happened in the trial court to
decide if a legal mistake was made in the original trial; for example, to see if the trial court judge applied the
wrong law to the facts of the case. The trial court is entitled to hear the evidence and come to its own decision.
Keep in mind that an appeal does not postpone the deadline for you to pay your fine or complete any part of
your sentence. To postpone your sentence, you must ask the trial court for a "stay" of the judgment that
includes the order for you to pay the fine. You can appeal the final judgment in a case. The final judgment is
the decision at the end that decides the whole the case. The final judgment usually says what defendant must
do like pay a fine. All final judgments are appealable. You can also appeal most orders the trial court makes
after final judgment. However, decisions made by the trial court before final judgment cannot be appealed
right away; they can only be reviewed as part of an appeal of the final judgment in the case. You must be
within the deadline to file an appeal. In traffic cases and other infraction cases you must file your Notice of
Appeal within 30 days after the trial court makes renders its judgment in your case or issues the court order
you are appealing. The date the trial court makes its judgment is normally the date the trial court orders you to
pay a fine or orders other punishment in your case sentences you. If you miss the deadline, you lose your right
to appeal. The information on this website is a summary only. Filing the Notice of Appeal The first step to
appeal in a traffic or other infraction case is filing the Notice of Appeal. Filing the Notice of Appeal begins the
entire appeals process. In a traffic or other infraction case, you can use Notice of Appeal and Record of Oral
Proceedings Form CR to prepare and file your notice of appeal. You can file the Notice of Appeal as soon as
the order or judgment you want to appeal is made by the superior court judge. You MUST file your Notice of
Appeal no later than30 days after the trial court makes renders its judgment in your case or issues the court
order you are appealing. To file the notice of appeal in a traffic or other infraction case, you must bring or mail
the original notice of appeal to the clerk of the trial court in which you were convicted of the infraction. There
is no fee for filing the Notice of Appeal. Ask your court clerk if your court requires you to file any other court
forms or do any other steps. After you file your Notice of Appeal, the clerk will send a copy to the prosecuting
attorney in your case like the district attorney or city attorney. Telling the Court You Want a Record of Oral
Proceedings When you file your notice of appeal, you must also tell the trial court whether you want a record
of what was said in the trial court send to the appellate court. What was said in the trial court is called "a
record of the oral proceedings. Since the appellate court judges were not there for the proceedings in the trial
court, an official record of these proceedings must be prepared and sent to the appellate court for its review. If
you want the record of the oral proceedings sent to the appellate division, you have to tell the trial court what
type of record you want to use. On the section called Record of the Oral Proceedings of your Notice of Appeal
Form CR , check the boxes about whether and how you want to provide the record. There are 3 different forms
of the record of the oral proceedings: Preparing a Statement on Appeal If you decide you want to use a
"statement on appeal," you must prepare a proposed statement. The proposed statement must be served and
filed with the trial courtwithin 20 days after you file the Notice to Appeal. Or you can file your proposed
statement at the same time as you file your Notice of Appeal. You must serve a copy of your proposed
statement on the prosecuting attorney the city attorney, district attorney, or other government agency. Read
What is Proof of Service? The prosecuting attorney the city attorney, district attorney, or other government
agency attorney has 10 days after you serve him or her with your proposed statement to file and serve
proposed changes called "amendments" to this statement. If the judge makes any changes to the proposed
statement, a corrected statement will be sent to you and the prosecuting attorney. After the judge reviews
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objections and makes any additional corrections, she or he will certify the statement and the clerk will send it
to the appellate division as the record of the oral proceedings in the trial court. Other Parts of the Record on
Appeal In addition to a certified statement on appeal or other record of the oral proceedings, the appellate
court also gets a record of all the written documents filed in your case. Exhibits, such as photographs or maps,
that were admitted in evidence, refused, or lodged temporarily placed with the court in the trial court are also
considered part of the record on appeal. Briefs are the single most important part of the appellate process. But
it is the arguments in the briefs that tell whether or not there was a legal error in those proceedings and
whether it changed the outcome of the case. The best briefs contain your entire argument, guiding the court
through the case and using the record and legal authority to justify your points. Because of the specialized
knowledge necessary for writing a good brief, the briefs are also by far the most difficult part of the appellate
process. Once the appellate division receives the complete record on appeal, it will send you a notice telling
you when you must file your brief. You must write and file a brief by the deadline. If you miss the deadline for
your brief, the court may dismiss your appeal. You must serve a copy of the brief on the prosecuting attorney
the city attorney, district attorney, or other government agency attorney. File the proof of service with your
brief keep a copy for yourself by the deadline. The other side prosecuting attorney, called "the respondent"
may respond with its own brief; however, the respondent is not required to file a brief. Once briefs are served
and filed or deadline has passed, the court will let you know about the date for oral argument in your case. If
both sides waive give up oral argument, the judges will decide your appeal based on the briefs and on the
record from the trial court. If one side waives oral argument and the other one does not, the judges will hold
oral argument with the party that did not waive it. After the date set for oral argument whether it actually takes
place or not , the judges have 90 days to make a decision on your appeal. Giving Up Your Appeal If, at any
point during your appeal, you decide that you do not want to continue with it, you must file a written
document with the appellate division letting it know that you are giving up called "abandoning" your appeal.
8: How to Win Without a Lawyer, Legal Self-Help for Pro Se Litigants
To find out the specifics of how traffic court works in your area, and what your options are, talk to a local traffic attorney.
Arraignment: First Day in Traffic Court Most citations have instruction on when and where to go for court.

9: Fighting a Speeding Ticket - Going to traffic court in Florida
If you find that traffic school is a good option, request it from the prosecutor or judge. Common Defenses to a Traffic
Ticket There are several typical defenses used when fighting traffic tickets.
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