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As the story goes, Chaerephon asks the oracle whether anyone is wiser than Socrates. Socrates reports that he
is puzzled by this answer since so many other people in the community are well known for their extensive
knowledge and wisdom, and yet Socrates claims that he lacks knowledge and wisdom. Socrates does an
investigation to get to the bottom of this puzzle. He interrogates a series of politicians, poets, and craftsmen.
The most knowledgeable of the bunch, the craftsmen, know about their craft, but they claim to know things far
beyond the scope of their expertise. Socrates, so we are told, neither suffers the vice of claiming to know
things he does not know, nor the vice of claiming to have wisdom when he does not have wisdom. In this
revelation, we have a potential resolution to the wisdom puzzle in The Apology. Although the story may
initially appear to deliver a clear theory of wisdom, it is actually quite difficult to capture a textually accurate
and plausible theory here. One interpretation is that Socrates is wise because he, unlike the others, believes he
is not wise, whereas the poets, politicians, and craftsmen arrogantly and falsely believe they are wise.
Humility Theory 1 H1: This is a tempting and popular interpretation because Socrates certainly thinks he has
shown that the epistemically arrogant poets, politicians, and craftsmen lack wisdom. Moreover, Socrates
claims that he is not wise, and yet, if we trust the oracle, Socrates is actually wise. Although Socrates does not
boast of his own wisdom, he does believe the oracle. If he was convinced that he was not wise, he would have
rejected the oracle and gone about his business because he would not find any puzzle to unravel. Clearly, he
believes, on some level, that he is wise. Socrates nowhere suggests that he has become unwise after believing
the oracle. Moreover, H1 is false. Many people are clear counterexamples to H1. Many people who believe
they are not wise are correct in their self-assessment. Thus, the belief that one is not wise is not a sufficient
condition for wisdom. Furthermore, it seems that the belief that one is not wise is not necessary for wisdom. It
seems plausible to think that a wise person could be wise enough to realize that she is wise. Too much
modesty might get in the way of making good decisions and sharing what one knows. If one thinks Socrates
was a wise person, and if one accepts that Socrates did, in fact, accept that he was wise, then Socrates himself
is a counterexample to H1. The belief that one is wise could be a perfectly well justified belief for a wise
person. Having the belief that one is wise does not, in itself, eliminate the possibility that the person is wise.
Nor does it guarantee the vice of arrogance. We should hope that a wise person would have a healthy dose of
epistemic self-confidence, appreciate that she is wise, and share her understanding of reality with the rest of us
who could benefit from her wisdom. Thus, the belief that one is not wise is not required for wisdom. H1
focused on believing one is not wise. Another version of the humility theory is worth considering. When
Socrates demonstrates that a person is not wise, he does so by showing that the person lacks some knowledge
that he or she claims to possess. That is, one might consider the following view: Humility Theory 2 H2: S is
wise iff S believes S does not know anything. Unfortunately, this interpretation is not any better than H1. It
falls prey to problems similar to those that refuted H1 both as an interpretation of Socrates, and as an
acceptable account of wisdom. Moreover, remember that Socrates admits that the craftsmen do have some
knowledge. Socrates might have considered them to be wise if they had restricted their confidence and claims
to knowledge to what they actually did know about their craft. Their problem was that they professed to have
knowledge beyond their area of expertise. The problem was not that they claimed to have knowledge. Before
turning to alternative approaches to wisdom, it is worth mentioning another interpretation of Socrates that fits
with the general spirit of epistemic humility. One might think that what Socrates is establishing is that his
wisdom is found in his realization that human wisdom is not a particularly valuable kind of wisdom. Only the
gods possess the kind of wisdom that is truly valuable. It tells us only of its comparative value. Merely
understanding this evaluative insight would not, for reasons similar to those discussed with HP1 and HP2 ,
make one wise. Humility theories of wisdom are not promising, but they do, perhaps, provide us with some
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important character traits associated with wise people. Wise people, one might argue, possess epistemic
self-confidence, yet lack epistemic arrogance. Wise people tend to acknowledge their fallibility, and wise
people are reflective, introspective, and tolerant of uncertainty. Any acceptable theory of wisdom ought to be
compatible with such traits. However, those traits are not, in and of themselves, definitive of wisdom. Wisdom
as Epistemic Accuracy Socrates can be interpreted as providing an epistemic accuracy, rather than an
epistemic humility, theory of wisdom. The poets, politicians, and craftsmen all believe they have knowledge
about topics on which they are considerably ignorant. Socrates, one might argue, believes he has knowledge
when, and only when, he really does have knowledge. Perhaps wise people restrict their confidence to
propositions for which they have knowledge or, at least, to propositions for which they have excellent
justification. Perhaps Socrates is better interpreted as having held an Epistemic Accuracy Theory such as:
Epistemic Accuracy Theory 1 EA1: S is wise iff for all p, S believes S knows p iff S knows p. According to
EA1 , a wise person is accurate about what she knows and what she does not know. If she really knows p, she
believes she knows p. And, if she believes she knows p, then she really does know p. EA1 is consistent with
the idea that Socrates accepts that he is wise and with the idea that Socrates does have some knowledge. EA1
is a plausible interpretation of the view Socrates endorses, but it is not a plausible answer in the search for an
understanding of wisdom. Wise people can make mistakes about what they know. Socrates, Maimonides,
King Solomon, Einstein, Goethe, Gandhi, and every other candidate for the honor of wisdom have held false
beliefs about what they did and did not know. It is easy to imagine a wise person being justified in believing
she possesses knowledge about some claim, and also easy to imagine that she could be shown to be mistaken,
perhaps long after her death. If EA1 is true, then just because a person believes she has knowledge when she
does not, she is not wise. It is hard to imagine that anyone at all is, or ever has been, wise if EA1 is correct.
We could revise the Epistemic Accuracy Theory to get around this problem. That excuses people with bad
epistemic luck. Epistemic Accuracy 2 EA2: EA2 gets around the problem with EA1. One might argue that
through his questioning, Socrates reveals not that his opponents lack knowledge because their beliefs are false,
but he demonstrates that his opponents are not justified in holding the views they profess to know. Since the
craftsmen, poets, and politicians questioned by Socrates all fail his interrogation, they were shown, one might
argue, to have claimed to have knowledge when their beliefs were not even justified. Many philosophers
would hesitate to endorse this interpretation of what is going on in The Apology. Many philosophers would
argue that having very good evidence, or forming a belief via a reliable process, would be sufficient for
justification. Proving, or demonstrating to an interrogator, that one is justified is another matter, and not
necessary for simply being justified. Socrates, some might argue, shows only that the craftsmen, poets, and
politicians cannot defend themselves from his questions. He does not show, one might argue, that the poets,
politicians, and craftsmen have unjustified beliefs. Since we gain very little insight into the details of the
conversation in this dialogue, it would be unfair to dismiss this interpretation on these grounds. Perhaps
Socrates did show, through his intense questioning, that the craftsmen, poets, and politicians formed and held
their beliefs without adequate evidence or formed and held them through unreliable belief forming processes.
Socrates only reports that they did not know all that they professed to know. Even if EA2 is exactly what
Socrates meant, some philosophers would argue that one could be justified in believing a proposition, but not
realize that she is justified. If that is a possible situation for a wise person to be in, then she might be justified,
but fail to believe she has knowledge. Could a wise person be in such a situation, or is it necessary that a wise
person would always recognize the epistemic value of what he or she believes? There is no need to resolve this
issue here because EA1 and EA2 fall prey to another, much less philosophically thorny and controversial
problem. EA1 and EA2 suffer from a similar, and very serious, problem. Imagine a person who has very little
knowledge. Suppose further, that the few things she does know are of little or no importance. She could be the
sort of person that nobody would ever go to for information or advice. Such a person could be very cautious
and believe that she knows only what she actually knows. Although she would have accurate beliefs about
what she does and does not know, she would not be wise. This shows that EA1 is flawed. As for EA2 ,
imagine that she believes she knows only what she is actually justified in believing. She is still not wise. It
should be noted, however, that although accuracy theories do not provide an adequate account of wisdom, they
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reveal an important insight. Perhaps a necessary condition for being wise is that wise people think they have
knowledge only when their beliefs are highly justified. Or, even more simply, perhaps wise people have
epistemically justified, or rational, beliefs. Wisdom as Knowledge An alternative approach to wisdom focuses
on the more positive idea that wise people are very knowledgeable people.
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From Alexander the Great to Colin Powell, outstanding military leaders have inspired troops to victory not by action
alone, but by words of courage and conviction. William A. Cohen, author of the newly revised management classic, The
New Art of the Leader, brings together resounding.

He gives lavishly and never scolds you for asking. Of course, we can ask God anything, but I understood that
He meant there was something deeper He wanted to show me and something more important He wanted me to
ask forâ€”wisdom. How many times in Scripture are we urged to get wisdom? Especially throughout the book
of Proverbs, we are told that it is worth more than any wealth or jewels, that we should desire it even if it costs
everything we have. It even says that it was through wisdom that God created the earth! God lavishly blessed
him because of that one request. Clearly, wisdom matters, but I wonder if we tend to forget just how much it
matters. There are times in life when things are not absolutely clear. There are even times when there is not
necessarily a wrong or right choice. And of course, there are other times when we are faced with extremely
difficult choices. But if we are walking in wisdom, we will have the ability to make good decisions. We will
have the ability to choose well on a daily basis. An Added Dimension The gift of wisdom, or word of wisdom,
is listed with other manifestations of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians These describe some of the different ways
God works through people for the common good of building each other up. Has there ever been a better time
for this gift to be awakened in the body of Christ? There are so many desperate issues facing our world, but
there are solutions in the mind of Christ. Jesus, the embodiment of wisdom, wants to release the answers and
strategies through His people. If you do not feel like you have this gift, all you have to do is ask, and as we
already saw from the book of James, God will lavishly give you all the wisdom you need and never scold you
for asking for more. While some people may seem to walk in this gift more naturally than others, it is
available to every believer who will pursue it and treasure it. Here are some words from her on this very
subject. I hope they encourage you. There are pieces that I need. I may not know sources I need or who to
interview. You see, when we pray for wisdom, wisdom manifests. Wisdom gives us knowledge that we need,
and then we get understanding. But wisdom is the door opener, it is the way maker, it is the direction that you
need, and then you get knowledge behind that wisdom for how to make it happen. So I pray for you today.
Lord, we ask for wisdom. And we ask for supernatural wisdom that will give us those keys to open the door
that will be the way maker for our future, for our provision, for our success, for us to know what to do. And
the Lord says, "You will not attain this by spiritual laziness; you have to seek My face, and when you seek
Me, you will find what you need," says the Lord.
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From the beginning of the Republic around BCE to the peak around CE, to the fall of Rome and the adoption
of Constantinople as the new capital in CE, war was an integral part of the Empire. Many of its generals were
considered the best swordsmen that ever led the red legions. However, not all generals were in the class of
finest warriors in the Empire. In fact, many won reputations as horrible generals, but one man stands out as
arguably the worst the Empire produced and he still stands as one of the most corrupt officers in the history of
the Empire. He was born in Rome to a noble family; he was the grandfather of Servilia and the father of
Quintus Servilius Caepio the Younger. Caepio promulgated a Controversial law An orator addressing the
Roman People He was consul in BCE and during this time he enacted a controversial law. He was able to do
so with the assistance of Lucius Licinius Crassus, a wonderful orator who convinced his fellow Romans with
his linguistic skills. The law mandated the jurymen to be chosen among Senators, canceling the old order
where jurymen were from the Equites, which were the property-based classes of ancient Rome, ranking below
the senatorial class. Fortunately, the controversial law was suspended around to BCE, by Gaius Servilius
Glaucia, who was a wonderful Roman and returned normalcy to the system. Several occurred while he was on
his way to Arausio modern day France with his legions in order to fight the Cimbri, a Germanic tribe of brave
warriors. The myth at the time told of a semi-legendary sacred treasure, the famous aurum Tolosanum , which
was assumed to be cursed gold taken from the Balkans during the time of the Gallic invasion. It is on record
that Caepio, in all his wisdom, stole 50, fifteen-pound gold bars and no less than 10, fifteen-pound silver bars.
Boums Lake located in Haute-Garonne, one of the places suspected to house the cursed gold The wealth of
Tolosa was supposed to be shipped to Rome, but the General had a better idea: The gold was stolen by a band
of marauders, who were believed to have been hired by Caepio himself. Caepio, however, was born into a
family of elite Romans and therefore felt Maximus was inferior to him. With the Cimbri, Maximus decided on
the latter. It was a terrible military decision. Although Maximus tried to ready his soldiers, it was not enough
to repeal the fierce Cimbri army. The outcome was a devastating experience and the casualties were
staggering, over 80, infantry lost their lives as well as more than 40, auxiliaries and calvary. The figures dwarf
the tragic defeat at Cannae. Indeed, the Battle of Arausio ranks among one of the worse defeats that early
Roman Empire suffered. The battlefield where over , Roman soldiers were killed Caepio managed to escape
unharmed, but on getting to Rome, he was tried for the excessive losses of his troops by the Tribune of the
Plebs. His old accomplice Lucius Licinius Crassus defended him with his oratory skills, but in the end Caepio
was handed the worse punishment in the empireâ€¦ He was stripped of Roman citizenship, denied fire and
water within miles of Rome, and was barred from speaking to his family and friends until exile. Finally, he
was fined a whopping 15, talents of gold, more than the value missing under his watch. He somehow managed
not to pay the fine, and instead lived the rest of his life in exile at Smyrna, located in Asia minor, living in
affluence and enjoying the loot from the missing gold of Tolosa.
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I shall refer to these ideas henceforth as the conventional wisdom. He repeatedly referred to it throughout the
text of The Affluent Society, invoking it to explain the high degree of resistance in academic economics to
new ideas. For these reasons, he is usually credited with the invention and popularization of the phrase in
modern usage. This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by
adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. January Learn how
and when to remove this template message Conventional wisdom is not necessarily true. It is additionally
often seen as an obstacle to the acceptance of newly acquired information, to introducing new theories and
explanations, and therefore operates as an obstacle that must be overcome by legitimate revisionism. This is to
say, that despite new information to the contrary, conventional wisdom has a property analogous to inertia that
opposes the introduction of contrary belief, sometimes to the point of absurd denial of the new information set
by persons strongly holding an outdated conventional view. This inertia is due to conventional wisdom being
made of ideas that are convenient, appealing and deeply assumed by the public, which hangs on to them even
as they grow outdated. This inertia can last even after the paradigm has shifted between competing
conventional idea sets. The concept of conventional wisdom may also be applied or implied in a political
sense, being closely related to the phenomenon of talking points. It is used pejoratively to refer to the idea that
statements which are repeated over and over become conventional wisdom regardless of whether or not they
are true. In a more general sense, it is used to refer to the accepted truth about something which nearly no one
would argue about, and so is used as a gauge or well-spring of normative behavior or belief, even within a
professional context. It might be used in this manner discussing a technical matter such as the conventional
wisdom was that a man would suffer fatal injuries if he experienced more than eighteen g-forces in an
aerospace vehicle. John Stapp shattered that myth by repeatedly withstanding far more in his research, peaking
above 46 Gs. Sometimes, people in society form conventional ideas about what other people in the past
considered to be conventional wisdom. For example, take the following sentence: However, if enough people
read and believe the above sentence, the above sentence will eventually supplant the old belief the old belief in
past belief in a flat earth. The above sentence would become the new conventional wisdom. Evidence-based
medicine acknowledges that expert opinion is "evidence" and plays a role to fill the "gap between the kind of
knowledge generated by clinical research studies and the kind of knowledge necessary to make the best
decision for individual patients.
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In Christian theology , "wisdom" Hebrew: Sapientia describes an aspect of God, or the theological concept
regarding the wisdom of God. Paul the Apostle states that worldly wisdom thinks the claims of Christ to be
foolishness. However, to those who are "on the path to salvation" Christ represents the wisdom of God. The
book of Proverbs in the Bible primarily focuses on wisdom, and was primarily written by one of the wisest
kings according to Jewish history, King Solomon. Solomon basically states that with the wisdom one receives
from God, one will be able to find success and happiness in life. For example in the area of good and bad
behaviour Proverbs states, "The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But He loves him who
pursues righteousness Proverbs In relation to fairness and business it is stated that, "A false balance is an
abomination to the Lord, But a just weight is His delight" Proverbs On the truth it is said, "Lying lips are an
abomination to the Lord, But those who deal faithfully are His delight" These are a few examples of what,
according to Solomon, are good and wise in the eyes of God, or bad and foolish, and in doing these good and
wise things, one becomes closer to God by living in an honorable and kind manner. It reiterates Proverbs
message of wisdom coming from God by stating, "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. James also explains how wisdom helps one
acquire other forms of virtue, "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. In addition, James focuses on
using this God-given wisdom to perform acts of service to the less fortunate. Apart from Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, and James, other main books of wisdom in the Bible are Job, Psalms, and 1 and 2 Corinthians,
which give lessons on gaining and using wisdom through difficult situations. Wisdom is the antidote to the
self-chosen poison of ignorance. The Buddha has much to say on the subject of wisdom including: He who
arbitrates a case by force does not thereby become just established in Dhamma. But the wise man is he who
carefully discriminates between right and wrong. But he who is calm, free from hatred and fear, is verily
called a wise man. But he who, as if holding a pair of scales, takes the good and shuns the evil, is a wise man;
he is indeed a muni by that very reason. He who understands both good and evil as they really are, is called a
true sage. The god of wisdom is Ganesha and the goddess of knowledge is Saraswati. Lead me from darkness
to light. Lead me from death to immortality. May there be peace, peace, and perfect peace". Wisdom in
Hinduism is knowing oneself as the truth, basis for the entire Creation, i. Further it means realization that an
individual through right conduct and right living over an unspecified period comes to realize their true
relationship with the creation and the Paramatma who rules it. The term occurs a number of times in the Quran
, notably in Sura 2: And none will remember except those of understanding. For indeed it is not the eyes that
grow blind, but it is the hearts, which are within the bosoms, that grow blind. This section needs additional
citations for verification.
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Testifying in court this week, Attorney General Peter Grech defended his decision to deny opposition leader Adrian Delia
a copy of the full Egrant inquiry by arguing that had he done so he would have.
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