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From a general summary to chapter summaries to explanations of famous quotes, the SparkNotes Galileo Galilei Study
Guide has everything you need to ace quizzes, tests, and essays.

Notes from the Life of Galileo Key statements: It is hard to be resilient when one sees the instruments of
torture. Many people refuse to adapt to change because they may lose power and status church authorities.
Many people church authorities cling to outdated or traditional views because they fear the erosion of power.
The ideological clash between views and values: What appears to be a simple clash between science and
religion is more complicated: Often this clash leads to violent threats and personal or professional smear
campaigns; this involves a high degree of pain, grief and suffering on behalf of notable individuals such as
Galileo. In many ways, Cardinal Bellarmin and Cardinal Barberini seek to depict Galileo as arrogant because
he questions the intentions of the higher Being. Prophetically the Inquisitor states: According to the church,
this theory was blasphemous goes against God and the Inquisitor and the church insist that he recant his views.
I have been charged to warn you that you must abandon this view. The sun revolves around the earth. Galileo
hopes that if he continues his work quietly he will be unnoticed by the authorities. He underestimates the
extent of his threat to the authorities. They may not see God as responsible for all miracles. They do not want
the peasants talking about the change to the universe. They believe that it would disrupt their livelihood and
the status quo. In this case powerful social, political and religious institutions may react brutally as they seek
to defend traditional and conservative views and values. They often seek to silence individuals who threaten
their power base. Often this clash leads to violent threats; this involves a high degree of pain, grief and
suffering on behalf of Galileo. Faced with the threat of death, Galileo recants confesses. He is someone who
values the sensuality and physical nature of life. Brecht depicts Galileo as someone who loves the simple
pleasures of life and does not want to give them up. His food and wine are a constant source of pleasure to
him. His thinking springs from sensuality. After Galileo recants, science is paralysed. Andrea believes that
Galileo has been particularly calculating. He believes that Galileo recanted in order to continue his masterful
work and exploration. He believes that Galileo has cleverly trumped the enemy. He has stained his name, but
at least his submission has yielded ground-breaking theories.
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2: Galileo - Scenes I - II Summary & Analysis
Life of Galileo can be said to take place at two times. The first is the time in which the play is set (Galileo's Italy in the s),
and the second is the time in which the play was written (Brecht's Europe in the s).

Galileo by Bertolt Brecht is a short history play about the scientist and astronomer Galileo Galilei.
Middle-aged Galileo, already a famed scientist living in Venice, is in his study when he receives a geocentric
model of the universe, geocentrism being the long-accepted theory about the cosmos and one Galileo knows is
not true. Galileo shows Andrea, son of his housekeeper, how the earth circles the sun even though to the eyes
it appears that the sun is moving through the sky. Ludovico, a student, arrives to study under Galileo. He tells
Galileo about a new device, the telescope, that is sweeping Europe but which has not arrived to Italy. Priuli, a
curator, arrives to inform Galileo that the university will not offer Galileo a much-needed honorarium money ;
Galileo must prove his worth by inventing something useful. Galileo takes the idea of the telescope and
presents it as his own invention to the Venetian Navy. The Senators of Venice all approve, and Galileo gets
his honorarium after all due to the telescope. Later, using an improved telescope, Galileo makes discoveries
about the moon and the rotation of the stars. Most importantly, he notices that the moons of Jupiter orbit that
planet. This shatters the geocentric model of the universe; heavenly bodies are not supposed to orbit but
instead stay fixed in a series of glass spheres. In Florence, Galileo and his theories meet resistance. No
members of the court will dare look through his telescope. Galileo is thereafter officially warned against
pursuing astronomy by two Cardinals, Bellarmin and Barberini. Galileo decides to abandon astronomy, and
eight years pass. He is then notified that the current Pope is ready to die, and Cardinal Barberini, less
conservative and a former mathematician, will succeed as Pope. For Galileo, this means a chance to resume
his research with less threat from the Church. Galileo is found out, and the new Pope reluctantly agrees to
have an inquisition for Galileo. As his servants wait for him and hope he will defy the Church in the name of
science, Galileo emerges a broken man who cowardly agreed to recant his heliocentric research. Galileo is a
prisoner of the Church. Andrea comes to visit him and learns that Galileo wrote the last of his astronomical
masterpiece, the Discorsi, while under house arrest. This section contains words approx.
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His father was Vincenzo Galilei, an accomplished musician who worked as a wool trader in order to make
enough to money to attain the aristocratic lifestyle desired by his wife, Giulia Ammananti. Galileo was born
into the waning decades of the Italian Renaissance, that explosion of arts and letters in the 15th and 16th
centuries that stressed the recovery and adaptation of classical art and philosophy lost since the fall of the
Roman Empire a thousand years before. At its best, Renaissance Italy stirred a seething cauldron of artistic
and intellectual ferment, in which geniuses like Michelangelo, Machiavelli, Da Vinci, and Petrarch fashioned
a new humanism for a newly modern Europe. But it was also a corrupt time and place, where greedy local
princes dueled with the French and Spanish for control of a patchwork quilt of city-states. These local princes
were also dueling with the popes; for during these years the popes served not only as the spiritual heads of the
Roman Catholic Church, but also as secular rulers, dominating large swathes of territory in central Italy, and
playing politics as well as any Italian prince or duke. The Renaissance Popes were a colorful group who acted
as great patrons of the flourishing artistic culture, but whose holiness left something to be desired. Alexander
kept a number of mistresses and schemed, unsuccessfully, to make his illegitimate son ruler of all Italy. This
movement, called the Protestant Reformation, soon swept through Germany, Scandinavia, and eventually
England. While it has often been characterized as a liberal reaction against Catholic conservatism, the opposite
was in fact the case: Martin Luther and his fellow Protestants attacked the Church for having become too
worldly and politically corrupt, and for obscuring the fundamentals of Christian faith with pagan elements
ranging from the cult of the saints to the adoration of the Virgin Mary. Their reforming zeal was essentially
reactionaryâ€”they appealed to a notion of an original, "purified" Christianity, and their austerity of worship,
with its contempt for religious art and music, constituted a direct repudiation of the Renaissance spirit. Of
course, this notion of a "purer" faith did not always manage to avoid hypocrisy: Meanwhile, Roman
Catholicism was forced to adopt a warlike position against this new faith threatening its existence. Thus the
Church formed a Council of Trent, which in turn called for a Counter-Reformation, emphasizing orthodoxy
and fidelity to the true Church. A new religious order called the Jesuits, or Society of Jesus, arose to embody
the spirit of this movement, and formed the vanguard of the battle with Protestant heresy. The
Counter-Reformation benefited Catholicism in many ways, as it reinvigorated a flabby Church, and produced
a great wave of intellectual, artistic, and religious energy in Spain, especially embodied by saints like Francis
Xavier, Ignatius of Loyola, and Teresa of Avila. However, this clash still lay in the future when in , the entire
Galilei family moved to Florence and re-united with Vincenzo. The scholarly bent of the community appealed
to Galileo, and in his fourth year at Vallombrosa, he informed his father that he intended to become a monk.
His father, who had never held the Church in great esteem, responded by withdrawing him from the monastery
and formulating a new plan for his education. He decided that Galileo would return to Pisa, to enroll in the
university there, while receiving training in the wool business from a cousin, as a university education did not
guarantee financial success. As Galileo became more ardent in his own pursuits and individual interests, he
would abandon this formal education. But meanwhile, in late summer of , the young man entered the
University of Pisa, to study for a degree i n medicine.
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Study Guide for Galileo Galileo study guide contains a biography of Bertolt Brecht, literature essays, quiz questions,
major themes, characters, and a full summary and analysis. About Galileo.

Brief Biography of Bertolt Brecht Bertolt Brecht is known for his work in the theater, both as a playwright and
director, as well as a theoretician. He was also an accomplished poet. Like all Europeans coming of age in the
early twentieth century, the course of his life was drastically altered by World War I which began when Brecht
was just 16 and ended four years later and by World War II which Germany started in Brecht avoided being
drafted into WWI by registering as a medical student at Munich University, where he first began working in
theater. In the two decades between the wars, Brecht wrote multiple plays including his most famous, The
Threepenny Opera , established a theater company, and became wildly influential. When Hitler came to
power, signaling the beginning of the second World War, Brecht a socialist fled the country, fearing political
persecution. He ultimately landed in America, where he had a short-lived career in Hollywood, prior to being
questioned by the House Un-American Activities Committee and subsequently blackballed in movies. Most
serious theater directors must, in some way, respond to them in their productions, and his impact can even be
seen in the works of movie directors such as Lars von Trier and Michael Haneke. The two hold striking
similarities. Two facets of sixteenth-century Italy are important to understanding Life of Galileo. The
Inquisition had extensive power in the Church and could bring people to trial and punish them at will. The
second facet, not unrelated, is the importance of Aristotle to scientific knowledge at the time. Aristotle
believed in a universe where the Sun and all other heavenly bodies revolved around the Earth. In turn, the
Church accepted and promoted this belief. Others, most importantly Copernicus, had promoted the
heliocentric model of the Earth revolving around the Sun with virtually no success, and sometimes at the risk
of their own lives. Challenging Aristotle became a type of heresy: The rise of fascism alluded to above
specifically refers to the ascension of Hitler to the chancellorship of Germany just prior to World War II as
well as the coming to power of fascist leaders in Italy and Japan. At the same time, it became clear that a
Europe already badly wearied by the events of World War I would soon be plunged into another global
conflict. Some world leaders, such as Neville Chamberlain, attempted to stave this off by appeasing Hitler, but
to no avail. It was a time of tumultuous change. Life of Galileo When Written:
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Life of Galileo 1 OVERVIEW About the author Bertolt Brecht is an historically significant playwright, so much so that the
term 'Brechtian theatre' has been coined in connection with his.

Literary Terms Galileo by Bertolt Brecht: Summary Galileo by Brecht is based on the real life of the
seventeenth century astronomer and physicist Galileo Galilei. The play is in fourteen scenes which is a break
from the conventional pattern of dividing the play into acts and scenes. Bertolt Brecht The play begins in the
morning in the poorly furnished room of Galileo. The time is in in the city of Padua. Before breakfast, Galileo
teaches his disciple Andrea Satri about his newly propounded theory of cosmology. This theory states that the
sun is in the center not the earth. It is revealed that he has stolen the design of the telescope and sells it, saying
that it is his own invention to the senate of the Venetian republic in order to have money. He needs more
money for his research so he moves to Florence to become the court mathematician. But in the court he does
not get any support for this theory, but in Rome his theory is praised by the team of astronomers.
Unfortunately, his theory is declared as a heresy by the Holy Office. It is suspected and feared that the theory
of Galileo and his scientific mind may raise question up on the established truth, social system and the
religion. Galileo is warned to stop his learning and research and he is sent to the Inquisition. Because of the
Inquisition Galileo has to abandon his research for eight years. Galileo is called Bible Killer by the people for
his new theory. When Galileo publishes some of his findings in Italian, the Florentine court is no longer able
to protect him from the Inquisition. In , under the threat of physical torture, Galileo publicly renounces his
new findings. All his students, especially Sarti is upset on his renounce. His disciples see the dawn of the age
of reason, fading and criticize him saying coward. Satri said, "Unhappy is the land that breeds no hero. In his
silent life in the home arrest, he writes the Discorsi, the sum of his scientific theories and discoveries, but the
pages of the manuscript are confiscated by the Church as they are written. Galileo is finally able to hide a
copy, which he later hands over to his student Andrea to smuggle out of Italy. In the end, Galileo declares:
Any man who does what I have done must not be tolerated in the ranks of science.
6: Galileo Quotes by Bertolt Brecht
This Study Guide consists of approximately 28 pages of chapter summaries, quotes, character analysis, themes, and
more - everything you need to sharpen your knowledge of Galileo. Galileo by Bertolt Brecht is a short history play about
the scientist and astronomer Galileo Galilei. It charts Galileo.

7: Notes from the Life of Galileo - English Works
Galileo also known as The Life of Galileo) is the most heavily reworked of Brecht's plays, occupying his interim attention
during the last nineteen years of his life. He began writing it in.

8: Galileo Summary & Study Guide
Origins. Galileo Galilei was born in the city of Pisa, in the northern Italian region of Tuscany, on February 15, His father
was Vincenzo Galilei, an accomplished musician who worked as a wool trader in order to make enough to money to
attain the aristocratic lifestyle desired by his wife, Giulia Ammananti.

9: Galileo Themes - www.enganchecubano.com
omplete Works Theatre ompanys workshop presentation of Life of Galileo by Bertolt Brecht is tailored to help VCE
students gain a more comprehensive understanding of the play analysed though the prism of Encountering Conflict.
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