WOMEN IN THE NOVELS OF ANITA DESAI pdf
1: Novels of Anita Desai
Women in the novels of Anita Desai: The archetypes and patterns of quest [Virender Parmar] on
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Anita Desai the eminent and popular writer once said, "My style of writing is to allow the story to unfold on
its own. I try not to structure my work too rigidly," The characters of novels and short stories of Anita Desai
are the creations that are moulded with the moods and events of the circumstances. The brilliant imageries that
are welded to define the story simply deserve comparison with the modernist sensibilities of William
Faulkner, T. Eliot, and Virginia Woolf. Imagination is the base of her characters. For sensitive portrayal of the
inner life of her female characters, this Indian novelist and short story writer is eminent. Desai explores the
tension between the family members and the lack of correlation of middle class women in several novels. She
was born as Anita Mazumdar. She grew up speaking German at home and Bengali at home. She learned to
read and write in English at school, which became her literary language. Anita Mazumdar married Ashvin
Desai in the year They have four children from their marriage. Kiran Desai, the author and winner of the
Booker prize is her daughter. Anita Desai as a Writer Anita Desai started to write short stories before her
marriage. She made her debut with " Cry, The Peacock " in as a novelist. The next was the "Voices of the
City" in a story of three siblings Amla, Nirode and Monisha and their ways of life in Kolkata. With " Where
Shall We Go This Summer " in , it is being noticed that her characters often adopt escapist way to cope with
the boring day-to-day life. She considers this book as her autobiographical work. Anita Desai started to look
the life of unprivileged. It reflected in the book " In Custody " in It is a story about in his declining days of an
Urdu Poet. The book was short listed for the Booker prize. She has been nominated three times for the Booker
prize. She examined the nature of pilgrimage to India in her "Journey to Ithaca" in Her "Fasting, Feasting" in
concentrates on male and female role an Indian and American culture. It is a story of Identity and
self-discovery in Mexico. Awards and Recognition of Anita Desai Through out her career as a writer she won
several awards. She has been short listed three times for Booker Prize. She has also been a member of the
American academy of Arts and Letters. Desai has commented on her work: They are my private attempt to
seize upon the raw material of life. Her novels reveal the characters though imaginary but are realistic in
approach as she says, "I aim to tell the truth about any subject, not a romance or fantasy, not avoid the truth.
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The novels of Anita Desai are noted for the profound probing into the inner life and feelings of the women, bounded by
the shackles of the middle class. The novels are the explorations of the family problems, which perhaps is the chief
cause behind the estrangement of the women from their family.

Through sensitive psychological probing and sharp social critique, her novels chart the emotional lives of
people struggling to find meaning and stability within the framework of a society in transition. Mazumdar, a
businessman, and his German wife, Antoinette Nime Mazumdar. Because of her mixed parentage, Mazumdar
learned German, English, and Hindi. Early in childhood, she did not experience her hybrid identity as a clash
of cultures, although at the time questions of hybrid identity were particularly pertinent in India, which gained
its independence from Great Britain and separated from largely Muslim Pakistan in when Anita was ten. Anita
wrote her first story at seven. Her early scribblings were viewed with some amusement by her family. Later,
when she began to publish, amusement gave way to pride. The Secret Writer On December 13, , she married
Ashvin Desai, a business executive, with whom she had four children: Rahul, Tani, Arjun, and Kiran. I
continued to write but almost in secret, without anyone observing me at work at my desk so as not to create an
open conflict. In Bye-Bye, Blackbird , Desai moved away from the existential angst of her first two novels to
explore the clash of Eastern and Western cultures in an English setting. The book was well received in the
United Kingdom, and in the novel won Desai the Sahitya Akademi award. In Desai published Clear Light of
Day, perhaps her most autobiographical work to date. The novel was short-listed for the prestigious British
Booker Prize. In Desai published The Village by the Sea: An Indian Family Story. Union Carbide paid some
minimal reparations, and Dow Chemical Company, which now owns Union Carbide, has refused to revisit the
issue, disavowing any responsibility for the history of its subsidiary. Although Village by the Sea was
published before the Bhopal disaster, it was prescient in its concern with the effects of international economic
pressures in an India desperate for capital. Whereas her novels had been primarily womancentered up to this
point, in her next novel, In Custody , Desai moved to write from a male point of view. In Custody was also
short-listed for the Booker Prize. No More Secret Writing Sessions Desai has been honored with accolades
that include fellowships, visiting professorships, and prestigious awards such as the Taraknath Das Award for
Contributions to Indo-American Understanding in and the Padma Shri, one of the highest national awards in
India. After her third novel was short-listed for the Booker Prize, Fasting, Feasting , and the Moravia Prize for
Literature in Rome, Desai continued to explore Indian issues in an international context. Gradually she
gravitated toward poetry, which became a major influence on her work. From Japanese and Chinese poetry
she absorbed the art of fine detail and subtle description. Sufi poetry, especially that of Rumi, and the work of
modern Russian poets, including Boris Pasternak, Anna Akhmatova , and Osip Mandelshtam, figure in her list
of favorites. Suggestion Versus Statement As a stylist, Desai is known for her intense and suggestive use of
imagery. In In Custody, for example, backward, decaying, and dreary Mirpore functions as an image of
contemporary India. The most powerful element in Voices in the City is that of Calcutta, with its many
evocative landmarks. At times the imagery lends a poetic quality to her prose. This Japanese writer was a
prolific novelist. Her works concerned significant social issues such as environmental pollution and treatment
of the elderly. An English comic actor who was a core member of the comedy troupe Monty Python. Toward
an Environmental Psychology Desai evokes the sights, sounds, and smells of Calcutta and other cities, but her
focus remains psychological: The city is often a force that controls the mental states of its inhabitants. Desai
calls up internal states of mind while recording sharply detailed impressions of social interactions. She uses
imagery to create a sharply defined concrete reality that suggests more abstract possibilities. Over the course
of her novels, Desai has evolved from chronicling the inner lives of her characters to an awareness of the links
between individual psychology and the social and cultural environment. The protagonists of her novels are
often caught in a struggle between desire for freedom and the call of duty or responsibility, often expressed
through family relationships. She also explores the problems faced by women in contemporary India,
particularly middle-class women expected to lead lives of quiet domesticity in a rapidly changing world. In
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Voices in the City, for example, Otima, who is associated with the powerful, destructive Hindu goddess Kali,
explodes the myth of motherhood by rejecting her children and retreating to her childhood home in
Kalimpong. Bye-Bye, Blackbird received a mixed response from critics, who had come to expect intense
psychologizing and rich, poetic prose from Desai. In Perspectives on Anita Desai, Prasad complains that the
novel lacks dense imagery, while others, including S. Krishnamoorthy Aithal, recognized that the novel places
Desai within the ranks of postcolonial writers impelled to explore the politics of the Indo-British cross-cultural
encounter. The more recent Journey to Ithaca also received mixed reviews. Journey to Ithaca Journey to Ithaca
is set during the hippie influx into India in the s. Sophie, a German woman, accompanies her Italian husband,
Matteo, on his journey to India in search of peace. Within the body of her work, this novel must rank as one of
the most ambitious and most tightly crafted works that Anita Desai has undertaken. The English Teacher , a
novel by R. In this semiautobiographical work, English teacher Krishna seeks to evolve from his humdrum life
to a place of enlightenment. Kanthapura , a novel by Raja Rao. In this work, the author closely explores the
teachings of Mohandas Gandhi as a passive resistor of British rule and investigates the mythologizing of the
great leader. Nectar in a Sieve , a novel by Kamala Markandaya. In this award-winning work, the author
presents an in-depth look at the culture clashes between urban and rural Indians. In this book-length essay, the
author explores the early politics of women writers and writing. Desai considers these themes in the context of
Indian cultures and histories. Share your findings with peers. What happens or what is expressed differently
when a story is told from the perspective of an individual not expected to be a purveyor of wisdom? How do
characters display feelings of alienation as Indians in a mixed culture? Desai centers much of her writing on
postcolonial India and the politics of the Indo-British cross-cultural encounter. How do you think Desai would
define the boundaries of culture, and why? Desai has noted that most of her novels describe the lives of
women before the feminist movement gathered momentum in India. Investigate the goals of feminist literary
criticism, and consider how you might apply such a reading to a Desai novel. What has this mode of reading
helped you to notice that you might not have otherwise? Reproduced in Biography Resource Center. New
Essays in New Territory, Volume 2. Jussawalla, Feroza and Reed Way Dassenbrock. University Press of
Mississippi, , pp. Comparative Studies in Aesthetics, Colonialism, and Culture. Pandit and Patrick Colm
Hogan. State University of New York Press, , pp. Times Literary Supplement June 2, Ball, John Clement, and
Kanaganayakam, Chelva. Web sites British Council. Retrieved March 14, , from http: Voices from the Gaps.
Retrieved March 14, from http: Cite this article Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography.
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Anita Desai (born 24 June ) is an Indian novelist and the Emerita John E. Burchard Professor of Humanities at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. As a writer she has been shortlisted for the Booker Prize three times.

Both the novelists have contributed a lot to bring forth the alarming issues prevailing in the society. Though
both of them belong to different countries with their unique problems yet they share some common traits and
philosophies which would be discussed in this paper and throw light on their contributions. In context of Anita
Desai a huge volume of work was done. Her father was Indian and mother was German. Obviously she saw
the sufferings and mental anxiety of her mother and experiences the traumatic situations at home. Three times
shortlisted for Booker Prize. On the other hand, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie was born in Nigeria in Also, she
won the Orange Broadband Prize for Fiction Anita Desai is regarded as the first Indian author writing in
English who addresses the feminine theme, female condition, their relationship with men and their inner
feelings, seriously focusing on the condition of women in India. She was unlike Kamala Markandaya and
Nayantara Sahgal who deal with the external social and political circumstances of their female characters. On
the contrary, Anita Desai concentrates on the exploitation; of the inner recess and psychological condition of
the oppressed heroines Narayan and Mee Chimamanda is regarded as a great artist chiefly in her art of
character portrayal. She is very sensitive and sincere which compelled her to study the women and their
reaction to the various social, political, and cultural contexts under which they are struggling in their destitute
condition. Desai through Maya voices the tragic, desolate condition of most women in India. Later it is seen
she becomes a psychopath and killed her husband and she herself committed suicide. There was no way left
out. Uma, the protagonist undergoes tortures and humiliations and was misbehaved by the parents. Her
position in the house is reduced to a servant. They live in Enugu and later moved to Nsukku. Even he has
beaten his wife during her pregnancy. Kambili, the protagonist is too scared at his presence. The passivity of
the mothers in both the novelists is well noticed. They cannot raise their hands for the protection of their
children. Anita Desai particularly writes about middle-class people but Adichie writes on both. Chimamanda
particularly deals in to depict the ethnic chaos, importance of history for a society to grow, etc, but Desai
particularly deals in depicting conditions of women in Indian society.

Page 4

WOMEN IN THE NOVELS OF ANITA DESAI pdf
4: Anita Desai, Indian Writer
of her novels, Desai focuses on her women Characters' Experience in the patriarchal society. I. INTRODUCTION Anita
Desai is popularly known novelist, Short story writer, Screenwriter as well as a childrenâ€Ÿs writer.

Cry, The Peacock Do you have an editor who sees this work mid-process? What has your relationship with
editors been like throughout your career? When I started my writing career, there was no such thing as a
fiction workshop in India and I had the sense that this was my work, it was for me to do. I was also afraid of
taking it to be seen by anyone. Now the first person I show my work to is an editor at the publishing house. I
see this as a totally objective view that I should listen to. Yes, and I have one way of dealing with it: Turn to a
book I love. Also, I find it very helpful to read poetry, because poets have a particular receptivity to language
and words. You wrote the majority of your output in the first 20 years of your careerâ€”at the same time that
you were raising four children. Have your best books been written at tranquil moments in your life or do you
write better under stress? Then my children all grew up and I had much more time to myself without that
constant feeling of guilt or needing to pay attention to them. How do your early years of writing in India
compare to the situation there for authors now? There were perhaps half a dozen like me, but we were
scattered all over the country. I was very fortunate in that way. When I look at Indian writers today, there are
so many of them and they belong to such large groups in both India and the West. Can you describe how the
role of women in Indian society has changed over the course of your career? India is a tremendously complex
country. Certainly there has been change. Yet they continue to play a very traditional role in the Indian family.
In India, tradition and modernity, tradition and change, go hand-in-hand. After all, Indian women have had
role models like Indira Gandhi , who served as a female prime minister long before most countries had one.
There have also been female poets and writers from India but they continue to work within a tradition.
However, the latest news from India about the number of rapes that still take place is horrific. Instances of
rape have reportedly doubled between and , and that number has even increased since then. How can that
happen? That was the last book that you wrote in India. Even in the last three novellas that I wrote, that same
type of character surfaces again and again. It may have something to do with my upbringing and my parents.
My mother, having been German, lived most of her life in India and never felt able to return to Germany. See
who is still alive, who survived. Somehow she survived it. My father was, in a sense, in exile too. He was
from East Bengal, which then became East Pakistan. So his family lost their land and everything else they had
there. Then he came to Bangladesh, which was another loss, another change. I certainly absorbed it from them.
Do you think that had anything to do with traveling throughout your life? You learn how to do without, how to
do with less, how to abandon and leave, but it does become a pattern. But on a superficial level, by uprooting
yourself, you experience the world from many different angles. On another level, it leaves you as an outsider
for good. But now I find that when I go back to India, I have become another type of outsider because the
people I know have been through so much in my absence. It creates a distance. What is the thing that you miss
the most about India? I love its sense of immense time. Once you arrive in India, time just slows down. One is
so conscious of the past, even in the middle of a very modern city like Bombay. I get the sense that every
stone, every rock has a great history to it. Its inability to look at itself with a critical eye, its tendency to be so
accepting, so passive, which makes any kind of change impossible. History, convention, conformityâ€”all of
these are very powerful elements in India. Has the perspective you have on the country ever limited your
freedom of expression? Josh is involved with several musical projects and working on a variety of
multi-media narratives. Nathanael This is an interesting article and interview. In my experience, books are
very important in learning about a foreign culture you are visiting and getting an insiders perspective.
Whenever I travel I try to read something from the native author, ideally in the native language although
usually my language skills are not good enough to read a full book in a foreign language. It actually helps you
feel like less of an outsider, and helps contextualize some of the things you have experienced. On the other
hand, if the country you are in speaks a different language than your native language it is immensely
comforting to be able to read books in your native language and about someplace other than where you are
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staying. It gives you a break from the constant bombardment of foreign ideas and sounds.
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This paper deals with Feminism and Marriage in the novels of Anita Desai. Equality of Women Feminism is a collection
of movements and ideologies aimed at defining.

The concept of marriage changes from culture to culture but the bond remains lifelong. Anita Desai has dealt
with problems of love, marriage and sex in her novels in a very realistic and convincing way. She writes the
truth without any social fears. The aim of the research paper is to study the factors especially the coordinating
factors that create the discord and disharmony in the married life through the life of her protagonists in her
novels Cry, the Peacock, Where Shall We Go This Summer, Voices in the City and Fire on the Mountain.
Thus she brings to light the hypocrisy of marriage in India. He loved to live in groups with an emotional
attachment. As these societies grew they felt the most basic instincts of all that is the need of companionship
and thus gave rise to an institution known as marriage. It is said that marriages are made in heaven and
celebrated on earth; this belief is true to some extent as it is a special bond. A bond shared between two souls,
who tie the wedding knot after promising to be companions for a lifetime. Marriage is an institution that
admits men and women to family life. It is a stable relationship in which a man and woman are socially
permitted to have children, implying the right to sexual relations. It is the physical, mental, spiritual unison of
two souls. It brings significance, stability and substance to human relationship which is otherwise incomplete.
It plays a crucial role in transferring the culture and civilization from one generation to the other, so that the
human race is prospered. The institution of marriage is beneficial to the society as a whole, because it is the
foundation of the family, which is the fundamental building block of the society. Shaw, an Irish playwright
and a co-founder of the London school of Economics, described marriage as an institution that brings two
people together. He said that marriage should be based on intense, profound love and couple should maintain
their ardour until death aparts them. Kapadia, while discussing the concept of the Hindu marriage, writes: It
encompasses a number of meanings, apart from being a legalized way of uniting two people. The institution is
as old as Rig Vedic age and was given importance in the Vedas; the marriage in Hindu philosophy is holy and
sacred union. The married women is given utmost importance in the Hindu society, ironically, widow or
single women and divorcee are not given much importance during certain Hindu ceremonies. An incoming
daughter-in-law is expected to adopt the lifestyle of a new family. It is both an obligatory duty and a
sacrament. A Hindu marriage joins two individuals, so that they can pursue dharma duty , artha possessions ,
kama physical desires and moksha ultimate spiritual release together. The marriage procedures, their sanctity,
their aim, the respectability they carry etc. For a Hindu woman marriage is the end of her maiden life.
Marriage is not a celebration of a ceremony. According to Hindu mythology everybody carries three debts
right from his birth i Rishirunam ii Devarunam iii Pithrurunam. In Pithrurunam we are indebted to our beloved
parents who have given us the opportunity to come to this world by giving us birth. We have the responsibility
of continuing their vamsa generation. To clear this owe one has to get married and continue the generations.
Among the various processes of the Hindu marriage, Mangalasutram Dharana and Homam are considered to
be the most important rituals of a Hindu marriage. The groom ties the mangalasutram, a sacred necklance
which symbolizes commitment, safety and security offered to the bride by the groom as he asks her to share in
a long and happy married life with him. Homam Holy fire , the bride and the groom pledge and declare to all
those present that they have accepted one another voluntarily. The holy fire, a great protection against evil,
acts as an eternal witness to marriage. Kautilya says that a woman may abandon her husband if he is of bad
character, if he is absent for a long time, if he has become a traitor or is likely to endanger her life, is an
outcaste or has lost his virility. Every Hindu must marry. Her unity with her husband is established by the
Vedas. There is a difference of opinion among the sages whether the wife could abandon her husband or
whether she should carry on the marriage, even in the unapproved form. The aim and objective of this
institution is to achieve cohabitation of man and woman, the supreme values of Dharma, Arth, Kam and
Purusharth. These are the material determinants of the concept of marriage. The purpose of marriage is that of
aiding the creation of the higher and higher intelligent species in the homo-sapiens for achieving the
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realization of the Supreme. This thought was viewed by many western educated people as the stupidity of the
Hindus barring the individual freedom of the soul to enjoy free sex and free life. But the recent experiments
conducted by the Genetics scientists confirmed that the whole range of emotions leading to the low like and to
the interest of the sex are controlled by a chemical secretion called oxycitine, and the whole objective of this
chemical is to continue the process of progeny. The whole of the individual freedom and other behavior
exhibited by the species is in confirmation to the control of the chemical named above for the progeny. This is
the science of marriage. If the marriage is carried over a long period, the Indian society thinks the woman as a
good wife. This tells us that woman must have no life, no thoughts and no feelings contrary to the husband.
The key to successful marriage is love, understanding, mutual respect, trust, commitment and togetherness. If
any of the key ingredients are missing in the marital relationship, this gives rise to the adverse consequences
creating a rift, disharmony and disrespect towards the relationship. This ultimately contributes to the
deterioration of the marital bond. Today we would say he should bond with her. Besides, God she should be
his highest commitment. The concept of marriage varies from culture to culture but its role is the same that is
union of the two opposite sex. This bond is lifelong www. It has been very delicately unfolded and portrayed
in the novels of Anita Desai. Anita Desai, the Indo-Anglian writer is one of the modern novelists in English.
She is a perfect writer who deals with feminine sensibilities and the predicaments of the married women in
India. Indianness and the traditions of India are reflected through her writings. Anita Desai reveals to us the
picture of the marginalization of Indian women as a wife by their husbands and the others around her. She
portrays her protagonists as motivating factors in society, initiating and regulating their own lives as well as
the lives of others. Subaltern attitude of the women puts her in the castration of all thoughts of feminine liberty
and equality. A woman in the Indian society is not a person, but considered as an accessory, a slave to the
master-man. Women in our culture are not individuals in their own right but the objects through whom man
aspires for self-affirmation and self- relationship. Women rarely lead an independent life. Her identity is seen
in terms of her male counterpart and as such the female world is not one with the male world but it is adjunct
to it. Her major themes are alienation, existentialism, human relationships, marital discord, violence and death.
She reveals the harsh realities of life and is skeptical about the concept of marriage in India. She deals with the
mental turmoil and the chaotic condition of a married woman in the Indian society. Most of her protagonists
are in the throes of her existence and the social world. Female protagonists want love, care and attention from
their male partners. They make all efforts to get these things but all is in vain. Thus, with the portrayal of
characters like Maya, Monisha, Sita and Nanda Kaul, Anita Desai is subversive about the institution marriage.
The incompatibility in marriage is gender based, because the attitude towards life of a husband overpowers the
attitude towards the life of a wife. She tries to put herself in his mould all alone and thereby undergoes a
significant transformation of her inner psyche, a prey to the psychological sufferings of frustration, anger,
anxiety, depression and pessimism. Despite the impact of western culture Anita Desai remains intrinsically
Indian in her feminine sensibilities. Cry, the Peacock is the first novel of Anita Desai. The novel is the fight of
life and death of Maya with her neurotic personality. Anita Desai has depicted the failure of the marriage of
Maya and Gautama. Maya is married to Gautama who is quite older to her. Hence Maya is married to him. In
India marriage decisions remain within the purview of the family. Maya deeply loves her husband and expects
the same from him. The love begins with the marriage for Indians, especially a traditional Indian woman. The
novel opens with the death of the family dog, Toto who was so dear and childlike to Maya. Gautama asks her
to make tea for him: She wants to make love to Gautama, but he stands apart. This happens in the fourth year
of their marriage. Driven by an instinctive nature, she expects some emotional and physical satisfaction in
married life but she is denied of both. Maya was very much in love with Gautama and needed his
companionship and understanding but it was all in vain. How was I required his closet understanding. How
was I to gain it? We did not even agree on which points, on what grounds this closeness of mind was
necessary. Even after four years Maya is childless and longs for companionship and sensuous love proves that
Gautama who is a practical and rational man fails to recognize the basics and purpose of the marriage. On the
other hand masks himself by preaching the philosophy of Gita, being kind, caring and a modern husband who
takes her to caberet dance club, asks her to sit with him and have tea in their corridor. He neither understands
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her nor pretends nor wishes her to enter his world. He keeps himself aloof from her in terms of emotional and
physical relation. But he belonged to the world of detachment, the different worlds they both lived under the
same roof. Maya remains dissatisfied not only emotionally but physically too.
6: The Novels of Anita Desai: A Critical Study - Google Books
Anita Desai, original name Anita Mazumdar, (born June 24, , Mussoorie, India), English-language Indian novelist and
author of children's books who excelled in evoking character and mood through visual images ranging from the
meteorologic to the botanical.

7: "You Turn Yourself into an Outsider": An interview with Anita Desai | Sampsonia Way Magazine
Anita Desai S Is A World Of Married Women Who Combat To Get Out Of The Maniacles That Bind Them; To Evolve
From Being A Mere Nonentity Victim To A Vibrant Individual Capable Of Breaking The Fetters Without Breaking The
Relationship.

8: perspectives on anita desai | Download eBook pdf, epub, tuebl, mobi
Anita Desai in many ways, is a representative Indian woman novelist in English whose contribution to fiction is more
significant than the other women novelists, such as Kamla Mark Andaya, Ruthprawar Jhabavala, NayanTara Sehgal.

9: Theme of aleniation in Anita Desai novels Essay â€“ Free Papers and Essays Examples
Anita Desai, in her novels, primarily concentrates on the cries of modern woman in this male-dominated society.
According to her, men are apt to be rational and women are sentimental and emotional.
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